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“TWO SUNDARA KANDAMS
! A Comparative Study of the Two Kandams |
i in Valmiki and Kamban I
(Samskrit &% Tamil Epics)
by

o

G.Vanmikanathan,
i = PRELUDE

The tap-root of the Sundara Kandam of the Ramayana goes
down to the last two Sargams, the 66th and 67th of the
Kishkinda Kanda of Valmiki, and in Kamban to the Mahendra Padaik
-lam, the last of the same Kandas It begins with the address ¢j
of Jambavan to Hanuman. To Valmiki's 93 slokas Kamban offers
29 four-line verses, something less than two thirds by count
of number of lines. The slokas or parts of them which are
translated or paraphrased in Kamban are very few. 39 slokas
out of forty of the 66th sargam and five slokas-- 33 to 37 of
the 67th sargam are the words of Jambavan, and 27 slokas --
© to 31 and 38 to 41 out of 53 glokas of the 67th sargam are

the words of Hanuman. A total of 71 out of 93. Kamban

devoles verses 8 to 19 for Jambavan's speech and verses 21 to 24

for Hanuman's speech, a total of seventeen out of twenty=-nine
verses of the 17th padalam. These speeches are the main Inzidun
ineidents in the two sargams and the 17th Q:édalam. Kamban
chose %o sing these parts in his own words and to his own ideas

He discards the story of the love apisode of Anjana Devi
and the wWind-god which Valmiki's Jambavan uses to make

Hanuman realise his oun prowesse. This story is well known to
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he voicedhis thoughts to the delight of all his clan.

He laughed at the absurdity of the idea of ashin?»him

to undertake this great enterprise. Even before he spoke,

&

his humility badehim laugh. His words sult his aetion.

"if you yourself bid me thus, 'quicker than thought,

these seven seas
To leap, all these worlds to conquer, and restors the
lady, you are fit,
Therefore go forth and do this', even were it only to

_ see fldWLeab incompetence,
Who more blessed than me are there among those born on

aarth?
This is the spirit of humility with which he undertakes the

work, Three more poems only cover the rest of what he has

to say.

“Is it your command that I uproot Lanka and fetch it here?
Or destroy root and branch those beasts
And bring hither the lady with the golden ear-rings?
Do not be agitated. Your comuand I shall #axfixx fulfil.
wWateh me !l

Like the Lord who with hundred league strides
Paced the length of the world, the sea I shall leap across
Even if Indra and others oppose, 1 shall those dwalier

of Lankg ==
fhe wretches =-- crush, and my will execute.

Furthermore,
Even if the seas rose in roaring waves to swallow the

wide world,
And the worlds came crashing down,

Today, with your blessings and my King's command on
either side,
As sweeping wings, faster than Garuda I shall cross!

watch!
Heartening words! But not boastful words. Any trace

pfxkmazskfuinas gxzsxmipaﬁxamaxxbxxﬁhaxkaﬂkxmmKQSXKXQaﬂax
of boastfulness is wiped away by the last words: "Today with

your blessings and my Lord's command on either side as sweaep-
ing vwings.....%.

It would have been an anti-climax to insert another speech
by Jambavan and a reply from Hanuman. Kamban therefore omits

this part in slokas 33 to 42 of sargam 67, and makes Hanuman
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bid his companions stay behind, and walk up to the top of

the Mahendra mountain,

The Leap

Sargam I of Valmiki and
Y &5

f PLlp.>) 1> - o
( 228 slokas and 95 ve

Take-off from the Mahendra Mountain

Slokas 1 to 50 of the first sargam in Valuil
to 16 of the first padalam in Kamban
by Hanuman from

Valmiki and Kamban describ n the concluding verses
ia hy*”gw)ﬁanuman assuming his colossal stature. In

Valmiki, Hanum assumes his huge atature immediately after
Jambavan ceased his entreaty. (last sloka of sargam ©60) .
Hanuman's reply is made from this height.

tiong his voice must ha

have been awe-inspiring,

to huge proportions any vein of boastfulne

Kot so KEamban's Hanuman. In keeping with the humility of
form 9
his reply, he speaks while still in his usual SExNEEX®, no
greater probably thali that of Jambavan or ths other
comrades. He assumes his stagure only at the end of his
reply to Jambavan and after he has climbed %o the top of the
mountain. But when he does so, he seems to grow to
r heights than Valmiki's Hanuman. For he sees then at

hand the world of the heaven duellers, while Valmiki
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The captive ta her hiding place
Through airy pathways overhead,
% s e n 3 8000 & ®a B e N 0B 6D e B Ee S ees SO
With straining neck and eager brouws."
Kamban underlines the huge stature in the 3rd verse thus,

He saw Lanka the great city, its groves and battle-
‘ man ‘GS,
And encircling wall, the massive gateway,
The roads lined with mansions built of silver,
gold and preclous stones.
There is an artistry in this poem which lays doun the
foundation he tempo of Hanuman's leap across the sea,
In a Away we are reminded of the
vidi, vici'y - 'I came saWy 1 neredt-
Of Kamban's Hanuman
leapéd'. Verse 16 of Kambs oncluding this
a masterpiece of dramatic tempo, compressing
into one verse of four lines the scene of Hanuwman crouching
for his leap and the leap itgelf which took him to the
vaults of the sky.
" He swirled and tossed gloft his |

strong ljgb,
shoulders bulged lar

his wind~sweeping dqu, aad before thg
aye could glimpse the sight,
up to the heaven's ceiling as if he would
suck up the Brahma's world!
Valmiki says all this, but in several scattered verses,
interrupted by a second speech by Hanuman, Jjust after he had

held his breath for the take=-off.

In this section, Kamaban follows Walmiki more or les

closely in incidents and expressions, the correspondence

being seen in verse 2 to sloka l,scanning the sky,
vaerses 5 and 6 to slokas 3 and 4,-the animals
ware frightened and fled,




S L

s 9 to sloka 17, g hill crushed by
Hanuman's weight gushed « h torrents of
We uq?,

varse 4 to sloka 21,- a3 trapped beasts roared

in agony and their crises d the sk
verse 3 oka 224~ Ul

t“e caves of thse
yerse

to sloke and

off the hill in t?"“iz“fﬁ

wives, and lookec

bemusemnent and

gs 13 and 15 %o

saw ﬂanumﬂr (uc% m?era@

The Vidhyadharas of Valmiki abandon
in their terrified flight to the Skgg, o!tA
with their swords, and their sudden leap resembled the
that of a sword-fighter leaping up to avoid the s
his enemy's sword aimed to sever the fee
A minor changs,
Kamban who
s intent on maintaining
with brief glances here and thers

climax of the leap itself which he

packed lines as against 14 of Valmik

(ii)
Hanuman's leap Across

95 ang werses

Mahendra mountain

five versss of Kamban ec




sloka 51-verse 17, the trees rose with Hanuman ¢ into
thé air,

sloka 56=v,18 & 19, they fell back into the sea,

sloka 83-verse 22, the sea monsters were exposed,

sloka 84-verse 21, the snakes in the sea took Hanuman to
be G&fud&gn

Valmikits ximia simile comparing the trees,which were

a
drawn up after Hanuman, to friends accompanyinglﬁaparﬁing
-

guest part of the way, and the trees falling back to the hosts
falling back, and letting the guest proceed on, gouches our
heart by its homeliness and sim] i One would have
sworn that the simile was inimitable and could in any case
never be improved fupon., To think so would bs to reckon without
Kamban, who has done the well nigh impossible YW in the 17th
verscs

U“ps he rose in the air, the extraordinarily huge freses,

The bamboo coverad Q?QA,hiLls’ the valianf elephants

and others,
pDeeming this iis the Lord's work, to the cool sea-girt
Lanka
As if they too would leap, filled the sky as they rose
a Loft f
Still maintaining the tempo which he zk set in motion
the l1l6th verse, Kamban two verses latsr

"o sooner than the Vedas-like devout servant drew in

first breath, the shores of Sethu were seen {"
In the 18th verse, Hanuman had held his breath, (tightened
his chest), and now he took another breath. It would not be

s

correct to think that the words, "srutl yanna sevgkan "

refer to Sri Rama, and interpret them to mean "Before Sri
Rama could get annoyed", Apart from the damage to the finer

sense of the dramatic which such an interpretation would do,




It seems too strained an attem s 11N thish vorts a6
FARAY R e getting annoyed with
god of the
Moreover, the
continuing rapidity of the tempo expressed in the
verse whers,

"The hero's speed of flight unable to bear, the sea

uﬂuil&ﬁ’ and the waves it threw up ran far ahead ofxki
him on to the shores of Lanka."

Not being Hanuman, Kamban appears to have become
easily tired after his supreme effort to keep the tempo of

his poems abreast with the tempo of Hanuwan's flight, and

Nls poems in this section are artificial,

nvolved. Describing the appearance of
Hanuman ir ight, Kamban compares him to the three
severed crests of the Meru mountain range, to a flying
S
chariot, to the Kailasa mountain without Siva, to Mgru
itself going i a; his lost son (one of the crests),
ting typhoon on Doomsday, to a sun XXX
rse from North to South, to the royal
to the full moon on Doomsday, and to Garuda
in flight to prove his prowess to his Lord. Each com=-
parison is more dull than the other, and the whole
artificial picture is relieved by only one verse deéscrib-
ing the tail of Hanuman.
Valmiki's description is very captivating, and
appeals with a special sense of realism to us who live
in the days of supersonic flight, flying saucers and space

men, Griffiths who has omitted thdses slokas from his
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translation would hasten to repair the omission, had he lived
to sée these swift-moving days of wonder upon wonders.

Exax Even in the baldest prose, the grandeur of Valmiki

poekizxinyginskionxsannak ke xdXnnddx
poetic imagination cannot be diummed.

>

"whi he shot up, the trees on the hill rose fronm

le
all sidesy with their limbs | dnch d together. (sl.51)

"The trees which rose into the air (drawn) by the
speed of his thighs, followed him awhileXike l1ike friends
seeing off a relative leaving on a long Jjourney. (sl.53)

"First, the huge trees fell back into the sea....(s1.56

"fhe trees which fekl back, freed from the drag of his
spead, seemed like friends rﬂflrnlaﬁ after showering
flowers on the felatives they were seeing off., (81.58)

"The stream of wind set up in the wake of Hanuman
raed along lightning clouds. (s1.64)

"His two hands stretched forward in the airy highway,
sgemed like two five headed snakes emrging from the top of
a mountain, (s1.65)

"The lightning-1like eyes of Hanuman on the wind's
highway seemed like volcanic fires on the top of a
mountain. (51.68)

ing through the arm-pits of Hanuman

réared like a thundercloud.(sl.73)

seemed like a flaming meteor with a luminous
from the Northern sky. (s81.74)

ThaxkXdakxwaynsx
"The tidal waves raised by his speed mingled with
the clouds and looked ¥ like more rain clouds. (sl.72)
‘Y‘Lh: a8
HTh affiwﬂ@;, crocodiles, small ‘lsLa; and tortolse:
throuwn up thereby loocked like human beings whose ciotie
had been suddenly whisked away. (bl. 83)

o
o]
3

a1l alumg the route through which he sped along,
the sea below was scooped into a hugd cauldron by the
force of his flight. (s1.88)

yas not seem fantastic. je believe that
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that Hanuman leaped across the sea, all this becomes exceed-
and do not strain our belief, If such
gigantic form flew over the sea at such a terrific speed,
we cannot expect anything less than what Valmiki has described,
Valmiki's short hemistches of eight letters each lend

themsgelves admirably to self-contained plthy expressions

shaomea o o
whereaas

and invest the words with a sense of speed, /mRizk Kamban's
long lines of the 'virutham' metre, in which an idea is carried
from line to line and does not complete f£ill the end of the

fourth line, act as a drag on the subjec: Moreover Valmiki

- *

either used short, simple and natural simi: or none at all,

while Kamban shackled himself with the heavy long=-winded

=1

raferences to puranic lore, Therafare)evan though Kamban

describes closely the extraordinary effect of Hanuman's flight
on
myEr Che sea,its denizens, &n the sky and the mimdsy clouds,

yéb we strike a dull patch in the treatment of this section
by Kamban.

with verve, and are guite

"As he rose up, the rare huge trees too,

fhe bamboo covered high hill, the valiant el
and othe?'fz,; as w

Deeming this is the Lord's work, to ol

ephants
ell,
sea-girt

As if they too would spring, filled th $uiwu as they
rose aloft. (v.1l7)

"The hill abd the verdant trees, and the beasts and
hordes of bther creagtures,
Which rosae up by the speed of the famous hero,
went in (the samey) direction; but the sea-girt Lanka
to reach,
Not having the powajthey fell back and fell down. (v.18)




sy the creepers and
all others,
went along, strewed
down,
and frur tha 3@“th5 ts the

+ 1y e A
the Ved

bedloved world exj

e

too, have

( v * 2{))

«ahhe
W 0o

T he il"

surviy

Makar
"The leaping Kagme fish ceased frolic, and the
sharks struggled,
The bright la; fish died 1n the spray caused by
the doomsday t]pluol
Roused by the and unable 1 his speed,
the W
Aind the waves it threw foreran him ¢ ,baholl! crapt
on tl hores of Lanka.

(V. M@)

Wwe see the heavy burden which
to Garuda lmposes on the
other verses to illustrate this,

¢ts within the universe!
Qpthts that held up the eight
points of the world
Trembled, thus sped the messenger of the Lord'
He resembled the thrue-crezteﬁ mountain, which on
the day promised to Adi-Sesh,
three heads saevered by the onsaet of the daomsﬂav
wind,
Rushed and fell into the sea. (ve. 23)




¥azzm
"He resemb i eed, the aserial chariot of qufd
with the sharp pointed
with thundering 1 fs,a
traversing
the sea, the

"Hanuman speeding along,

Trikuta parted from him very long ages

Even where Kamban takes an 1

unhappily

the thees which were dra
miill}/;?)/‘!‘; to friends seeing off a departing
continue the simile when the trees fall
sant naturalness to

departing

invests them witl alng jous ambition

themselves with Hanuman in Rama's errand, this

turns the whole thing into bathos when inevitably they fell

into the

Kamban compares Hanuman in flight to a sun
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set on an unngtural course from north to son as a bad omen
foreboding Rum¥x Ravana's aevil end., This mile pales beforse
Valmiki's which says,

"Hoanuman gesne
wn1cg plnﬁ;es

ike a flaming meteor wlth a luminous tail
i tko northern sky."

i
rof

a

This conforms to astronomical facts, and as/bad omen is not a
trifling one !
Always keen on dramatie effect, Kamban conelud
saction with a description of the outstre 1ed hands of
which symbolically represents his eagerness
vile Rakshasa., Valmiki saxpxrsz has
nan which he

%

compares picturesquely to two serpants emerging
out of the top of a hill, The ten heads, (being the ten Rimgmr
fingers) make one picture them going forward eagerly, each
to grasy f the ten heads of Ravana. Kamban alter
simile, and mp: the hands to Sri Rama and his brother
going ahead of him, Altogether a poor change. Hanuman could nx
of an efficient deputy if Sri Rama and Lakshmana
him.. Several commentators believe that
interpolations in the padalam and we
%ould like to agree with them.
all the verses to end of the 38th.

Kamgban relieves the mediocrity of these verses by one

£

delightful one on the tail of Hanuman.

"The tail of Adﬂﬂﬁdﬂleapl“” across the sea with great

Though it Bad for its support Dharma jelamour,
(Righteousness) called Hanuman blessed by the
True One ;101 the Veda's sing,

fFearing that Rakshasaa_ enga ed exultingly in
2 rizn eoushe 85 m1HQE é X% gLy
mmlbﬁu& Ld/u. A novie o T e (deall) &Mm (_._LM.( K o cxinBian s @33)
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Hanuman Encounters the Mainal
(Slokas 96 to 154 of sargam 1 and

and verses
emepgence Mainaka hill from
109,

the sea lord feels his duty to do honour to Hanuman,
the messenger of Sri Rama, sine Lt is to Srl Rama's amzmx
ancestor the ses s d ax1s (s1.96-99)

he entreakts the uuiwﬂxﬁ mountain,lying at the bottom of
the sea,to rise to the surface dud offer Hanuman a
respite on its ;~;? a g(the “ill} aioﬁa %f; the
power to move in ever) irection on accc of its wings

¥
BN
G U
VS

C0=109)
Malnaka rises to the surface t 1= ribed.(sl.
Apart from the deep sense of gratitude, discrimination
3 M Y 1 y .
right and and wrong, ardd the very persuasive speech by the
sea god to Malnaka, there is very little neseding speclal
mention in slokas 96 to 109.
a Y - . -
Kamabn omits this portion gltogether, Verse 3°
w with the sight of Mailnaka rising out of the sea.
of the outstretched hands in verse 38, seeming as
were exploring the skies for any #amgszx let or hindrance,
clossly followed by the scene of the surging up of

c
Mainaka hill is a pleye of poetic artistry for whi

probably Kamban sacrificed the conversation betweer

lord and the hill. These twk verses enhace the dramatie

effect of each other, But by this omission amd—3 lat

casual mention of the sea lord's request by ti
Hanuman, the strength of the reason for Mainaka's

interposition is weakenad.
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nL,ike those who embark on the control of the senses fivs,
without propér instruction in the
texts (and fail),
The helpless one (the earth), her body unable to EMAUEEY
endure(the weight),falilad,
And the Mandar hill sank in the sea, its foot going
right to the degpths}
In thig pass Vishnu turning into a tortoise lifted it up,
and the Mandar hill rose--even thus seemad (Mainaka
rising from the gsea) .(v.41)

nThe unsevered wings on either side luxuriantly rose,
Faultless rare colours spread everywhere without bounds,
and 1like the king of the saglesd¥d cleaving the rich
seas and emerging with the eliZxir in its grasp,
Even so this seemsed, (v.42)

nLike the golden e€gg which gave birth in the expange
of the uwaters,
By the grace of the One without beginning or end or form,
To Him (Brahma) who gave birth again
To the ancient worlds three and all ths creat%res ?heraon
V.43

Three other verses more obscure, more indolvady mors 11 JER

meed of an encyclopasdia of Hindu mythology,
and unitelliigible

Nit{:al But Kamabn 11 Yarn h i
ale. ut Kamabn could,when he wishes, paint nature with

masgterly strokes. The stregms runni: '
Z y strokes. The streams running down the sides of the

hill, the coral vinses in colour trailing douwn to

the blue sea, the golden & ks he £5 sl 137
s the golden asts, fish still resting on

."11&:« -‘1}“,‘_: taa P Ihe 1r o
shelves of the rocks, the mother-o-pearl rattling down,

the trailing 3 ing o i .
the trailing dripping sea mo and greean sea weeds resembling
1R R et

s

aining dark ol b e 3 3+
raining dark clouds, all are described with a vividness of
artistry in picturs projecting words.

In slokas 116-118 Valmikl describes the en

S bt %éﬁng2§§f“$ describesg the encounter of
_in slokas 119-139, Mainaka in human form addresses
Hanuman, mentioning the bidding of the seg coad rggerq

to tha duty emjoiaed’%ll saekers after Lh;rga %o rece{ d
and entertain guestsy, and relates the obligation on hiv

own account to honour Hanuman, to whose fﬂ%?@f Vayu i i
under a debt of gratitude. - L




In slokas
deed, and

Both the Hanumans, at

obstruction(Valmiki), lo

it aside passed on, The

assumed human form and addre

down the

the two entreat Han

for a while before

Besi have
ri:xi,le 17 27 5 ,) =5

The h: and with a

Thus Valmiki'!s Hanuman

szed

made,
pas lﬂ“‘j

a smile

to the hill.
this and more

others
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which to many of us tod:
of a plane approaching

éxtraordinary

gination

nission
kaxgivg a smal
trees on Lhe
Kanban devotes the las
top
and overlooked Lanka, which seemed

e - 3 ] ~ T N Pt o " . - Inan 1 7
stial Cc1U¥ Amgravatn. irrored on sarth, Hanuman

108t in amazement, and nls nNand as i85 the tradltliol

‘} ;JH C\"‘(": *1

ald

and conclude like

complete seeing all the sights of such

is heaven deed® s also the conclusit
modern visitors to New York etc,, even
conclusion
'since a
ceéaseless axgulisit
heaven indeed. Kamban cannot

surely having Ly dig at &t
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