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K. R.RAMANATHAN, METEOROLOGICAL OFFICE,
M.A., 0.Sc.
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The publie were informed in a
ttetement dseued by the Council of the Indian

bed shed hia post of Director of the

19%institute ef Selonce that' Ve Hex
A

itute tut would continue there ae "yvurcecer
eo Thysicea, The considcrations waienu low oir
we Vo Raman te agree to accept the es. ove position
at the Institute are not fully Imoen to the public,ARR DUAL
Lut there sbt that the main fuctors

v
reeponsitle for Anis decision were hic lore for.
ae si¢e and his reluctance te gi

4 andwhere Had built fee up Work in a

ercatea an active Bschool of research in
extroordinary difficult lea,odot

vin and the high quality of PEGEaa' an vhyades
ot the Institute the

has alse to te remembered that oll thie
developnent of Physics teok place when he wes

la batiling meat of the time against stronel and
y (

|

ercaniacd opposit jon to many of his echence for
improving the sclentifie statue of the institutes
he fexces against Gir C. Ve Raman heve for the
Sine teing proved too strong fer him, tut 4¢ was

Moped that thouh they hac sugcecded ia pycventing
his from influencing the policy of the Institute
ao a whele the departucnt of Phyaice ot any rate
would be It now appears, however, that

ion of the tiie ecientifie world, It

6 2

bide, cveu thie hope may not be realised. Fore it haspu



been stated publicly, without cont ion, that
the authorities of the Institute are eontemplat ing

shifting the Physice Department te a shed ence

used for housing a workshop, A g06d part of work

in Physics is of such a nature ag to require

precision inetruncnt 15 housed in ge 4 ay tullt
Letoratories free from large Varia' ions ef

temperature, The present Physics

at the Institute has teen set up ty Sir,
with great care and it would ke weet ci wh of time,amt

energy end money, to dislocate the work at this

Btacee More than all, such en action will
af Rive

Reman and ivexces. The

authorities of the Institute will

and asiogt & 5565 ee 2-Ot

+e-heve a correct perspectiveA w

attitude. A scientific geniua like aman
4am

fj, and when we heve the good

A déieeourege or hamper him in hie eaveer as an

4nvestigator end teacher. We regard this question

as one of national importance and would eppenl
ale Gann

to t to sce that netning is done/

an

foexvtune te heve him gmonget wa eaucy te de work

( he and serve the nation, it is unwiee(to

gow te heaper the ecicntific work of Reman.
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EXTRACT FROM A LSTTER DATE Sk 31-10-18
an be

Every day, something or other is being done at this Institute
to hamper me in my scientific work, and generally to prevent me

from achieving my aims. How long this sort of thing will go on,

whether it will ultimately result in forcing me out of the Insti-
tute is more than I can say at present. It is clear', however,

that the scientific opportunities here are diminishing and that

something has te be done ag a set-off acainst this loss. The idea

of an Institute at Madras with a few picked workers in it under my

general guidance appeals to me very much. I would be prepared to

set apart 40 grounds of land worth about Rs. 25,000/~ for the

purpose af and make ef my entire private library worth e

another Rs. 25,000/« to give the Institute a staxt. The minimum

additional capital that would be necessary is
Re. 25,000/ for a building and Re.25,000/- for initial equipment.

reed it would be well worth while making a start even on this.

modest basis.
With kind regards

+

Yours sincerely,
Sd. «naman.

DR. K.R.Ramanathan,



STRICTLY CNKIDUNTLAL, In HASTE

T met Dr M. S. Krishnan yestercay and I had some dis-
> cussion with him. [t seems you have invited Mr Satyamurti

to stay with you during his forthcoming visit to Calcutta
just to have an opportunity to discuss 'ith him about the

asylum, otherwise called the Indian Inst of Science,
I consider it quite useful at this moment. We have been

doing something to improve matters at the Institute.
. Failing in our attempts to get the newspapers like the

Hindu. to become interested in the affair, we have brought
the matter to the Legislative Assembly through the kindness.
of one of our friends. This is the only mode of approach
for the cure of many ills. So far ( during the last session)
questions were asked about the Institute on four days and

the questions themselves as framed runs to about 30 pages.
From this you can have an idea of the wealth of matertals
we have on hand, In addition to these we have got plenty
of confidential information. We could not make useof this
during the last session for various reasons. . Professor

-

'knows about thesg, though he does not know anything about

the nature of hhe questions, Since Mr Satyamurti and he

are good friends, he was anxious that the former should

not ask any questions in the Assembly, lest the Government
~> and others should think that he is responsible for them,

So Mr C, N. Muthuranga Mudaliar, President of the Tamil

Nadu Congress framed all the questions and also tabled a

'resolution to appoint an expert committee to examine the

academic matters wf xhe pertaining to the Institute,

A

to examine the various committees! reports, find out the

common points of agreement and to evolve a ten year lan
so as to make the Institute make compete successfully with

- the western world of Science as a prodicer of new knowledge,
8 ( to quote the words of the Pope Committee ). . When iakk

later, Professor came to know of the terms of the resolution
he was greatly pleased and expected that sometime good will
turn out froma resolution of that nature. .

a

4
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For the committee, we had proposed the name of scientists
of wide internetional reputation, in fact all Nobe

Laureates without exception. We suggested 26 names just
see thet the Government does not £ak stumble upon Irvins
'and Bhatnagars. Unfortunately, the resolution was not balloted
on the first day ( for resolution ) m4 the second dayaon
On the third and the last day, some five or six people of
the Congress party tabled the same resolution and George

Joseph the same, But the first rescltuion for
the day, namely that on th. Constituent Assembly took the
whole of that day and it has not been finished yet. Thus

the res#lution on 'the Institute didnot come up at all,
Though the agitation started immediately after the first
of June, I think that it 1s good that the resolution did

not come up during the last session, for the simple reason
that we could not make use of all the available information
at our didposal,' po

poe

a

The next session will xh be the most appropriate
for detee taking a strong action. Firstly, the term of
the present Gouncil of the Institute ends by December.

The Br Resident, who has been responsible for a lot of .

meschief, retires from December. .

Before informing you what exactly must be done, I
shall let you know the present gona ak & unsatisfactory
state of affairs at the Institute, All the staff wikh ihe
-who really count for anything , want to see that sithom Profecear

>

is removed from the Institute or eurtatk if that is not ©

possible, to curtail 'his activities. For this, the Senate
has ample powers, For instance, they have passed a resolution
that no student should be given apparatus and chemicals
worth more than Rsi50/- at a time, that no 'student should

vemain in the Institute for more than three years, that no

pubikeskign paper should be sent abroad for publication
without the permission of the Senate and that all the

a
s

1
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papers should be published in the Institute Journal.ete
Meany of the Professor's rooms have been taken away.

ete. In the Senate meetings, Dr Subrahmanyan usedxks
is

skaxrk ( I suppose you know ne,called Khan Bahadur by the

students and public of Bangalore in recognition of his

treachery } used to start with a preamble comparing the

status of Sehate Mectings before July 19, 1937 "ith the

status now, just to insult and huni} late Professor,
Once Ashton ( Elec. Tehh ) declared that he had lost the

trend of the discussions, but that he was pledged to vote

with Khan Bahadur. Another oceasion, he was so

provocative that the Registrar asked him to withdraw some

of his remarks. On his failure to do so and on his

insisting that He " must call a spade a spade $ the Registrar
burst out, * You are not calling a spade a spade. On the

other hand, you are calling aspade'a bloody shovel ." On

a number of occasions,the Registrar has pulled him. He
4

treats all these nooligans with contempt and he never sees

them himself in their ROOMS offices, but sends for them.

He has got respect for Professor. Thet will give you some1

pk idea of the Institute today.

If no good has turned out so far, it is bacause, the

present geuk council are nterested in keeping on the
)

hooligens as R on the staff of the Institute, since they

were responsible in helping them to get rid of Professor

from the Directorship.

"New t shall state what exactly should be done in the

neat future. Sir Bajpai visited the Institute two or

three days back and the vidit, I am sure, is due to the

questions in the Assembly. So more questiohs must be asked.

The Resolution must be brought in again. If the results

of these are unsatisfactory, Ad jourment Motion must be

brought in to condemn the waste of 15 million rupees for
a

the last 25 years on the Institute. Cut motions must be

given withdrawing the Grants. AL] these must be done,
* fa 4 8
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in the next session of the Assembly, after which it will
be too late,

But the tmmadkake thingsthat must be immediately
attended to tx are the following : -

4. TI nave gone through all the rules and regulatins
pertaining to the founding of the Institute, and nowhere
is thers any definite clause to the effect that the
British Resident should be a member of the Council and that
'too a representative of the Government of T@ia. His
presence leads to a lot of political machinations and wire
pulling and his presence exerts tremendous influence on
the other members of the couneil, who naturally like to
please him ( including even the Govt of Mysore ). Efforts
should be made to remove him from the Council. This is

; the most opportune moment for this. The present Resident
retires from December and the new Council is to be
constituted in January next. Most of the trouble at the
Institute is due to Lt Col Plowden, the Resident through
the mach nations of Lady Forster and others. These
Residents, being mere soldiers, cannot understand the
Rexidenkx, being Mere ERTALENS, XEAMMDEXEKR 60K OX

fundamental requirements of Sclence and as such, the tax
payers! money is being wasted by the Government by
sending incompetent and ignorant representatives exerting
their mischievous political influence. As a matter of

ag

+ fact, Plowden was dead against Prfessor for ettempting to
ares bring German Professors.

a

27, Tf the Tnstitut
Mukerjee mu an

P eese refer to
Sewell Committee Report page 12 para 25
Irvine Committee Report page 16 para 44,

You will find that as early as 1950, the Sewell committee
were not satisfied with the Universities! representation

representative, thé Eastern Group consists of only
two Universities, namely, Bengal and Dacca. The same
defect has been pointed out by the Irvine c ommittee,
who suggested a more equitable distribution. But the
present council, evidently through the efforts of Mukerjee
has turned down this proposal of the Irvine committee.
Evidently it is the intention of Mr Vukerjee to see that
he is et@ected to the Council by Bengal and Daeca alternately
the Sevell and the Irvine committee.recommendations that
there must be more equitable distribution of the University
grouping snd a system by which each University will be
enabled tm xend theix xexeexentakivex, by rotation, to send
its representativex. It is rather unfortunate that the
University of Bengal snd Dacea should have this privilege
of constantly sending their repr«esentatives, while there
are other universities which have not had even a single

the Bengal Govt does not pay even a single pde, This must
be thoroughly. discussed. ;

is to improve, Shyamavrasad
S onty one wey guomekKing himh

Lee

on the While some of the Grouns
nave or MW Ve bea together and sending one

1 This can be prevented by insisting upon the acceptance of

ilechance of representation so far, more so when, other
Governments pay contribution to the Institut: funds,

All these years, the representative of the Assembly

whatsoever in the interests of the Institste. The reason

; 'far removed from the Institute, and as such t ey could

on the Council of the Institute has taken interest
is not far to seek. They have been Te; in places

wa 'oe
4
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not understand matters pertaining to the Institute,
Invariably, tney rush to the council meeting thrice a year
and as suddenly disappear. This mast be cuanged. It
is highly decirablg that Mr Satyamurti or ( if he is too
busy ) Mr Cc. N. Muthuranga "Mudellar must be induced to
get into the council. T have spoken to Mr Mudalisr
about it and if Mr Satyamurti is not in a position to
get into the council, he mast Induce Mr Mudallar to
get in. A strong Assembly Member in the Council could
do a lot of good from vithin the council. Professor also
thinks that one of these within the council will be in
r position to cleanse the fugean stables. Since Mr
Satyamurti and Professor are good friends, it would be
better if the former is behind the scenes and does active

> help.
4. hecording to the terms of the Irvine Committee report,all the existing staff of the Institute are to be confirmed.

This must be avoidéd at all costs by throwing the Irvine
committee recomnendations to the W,P.8. Already questions
vere sent - I do not kno: whether they were tabled yet -
asking whe the Govt to release all criticisms on the Irvine
committee report for publication and naturally the Professor's
Memorandum will he ready fer pubilisakion also be placed
on the thble. This will result in the fresh examination
of the wnole matter. .

The eouncil are merely. referring their papers to their om
professors 3 go thdsPverdict might b favourable to them

~

Professor told me two months back.that Mr Satyamurtt

knows only some (of the points re the Institute, not sli, so

that it is necessary to tell Him everything. &Since you

are so far away, you may not. be in possession of as much
_- or Teen
nformation as I do have, especially when T touch vith
s number of people in Bangalore. It is absolutely

necessary that S should1 get into touch Jith Rrare

Satyamurti, I do not wish to approach him without any

introduction, I can easily get an introduction from

Professor, but I am not willing to ask hin, since that will
give the idea that he is at the back of the "hole affair.
'So please induce Mr Satyamurti to get into touch with me

I am staying also in Mambalam, about half a mile from

his house and I can eall on him at any time convenient to

8

him. I am very particular that he 'should be posted vith
- all the information ut my disposal and all the printed

documents wit. me, If we take work for any end, let the

action we take be united, so that I would request you Lo

Let mc know ail your plans and ideas, Please thet' Vr
See

&
&

4

g Re &
Re
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Satyamurti takes proper interest in the whole affair,
We have tnought out a well planned line of attack anf if
the Institute cannot be mended, it must be ended and only
Mr Satyamurti can do it. As Deputy Leader, he ean do a

lot mkem during the next session. All his supplementary
questions were very excellent and if only he had more

information, it would have been more effective.

Once again I have to impress upon you the fact that
the situation is ver critical, One of my friends told
me that Professor once exclaimed to him, " I cannot bear
this humiliation any longer." He has himself told me

that the hooligans are troubling him endlessly and Mr

Mukerjee and others contemplate sending him out at the

next meetingof the Council in December next. Tt would

_
be better if Mr Satyamurti could write a letter to Bajpai

~
ial

drawing his attention to the mode of grouping of the

Universities, to the defects in the Irvine Committee

Report, the means by which the present men were appointed
as professors as a measure of expediency ete etc, and tethim
telling him pkim plainly hhat, if the Goverhment fail to
take any action, he will be compelled to sake discuss the
matter on the floor of the house. Ye must also see that
the " Social Chemist " is barred from all committees.
have collected materlals anough for this.

. Common people, "ho have no knowledge of Science
ask why Professor alone should be on one side, while all ~

the other scientists ar @rganising the National Institute
end the Science Congress. Why dont you get out of both.
Prominent men must come forth and take proper action,
T believe that the ensuing scéence congress will give you *

an opportunity to do something in the matter, I think
that the Academy must be strengthened. You might have
known that the hooligang in the Institute are trying to snothe
I would request you to keep them at a distance and not give
it. If Venkatesachar comes there have broomstick ready
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