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K. R+*RAMANATHAN, METEOROLOGICAL OFFICE,
POONA 5.

M.A., D.Sc.

SUPERINTENDING METEOROLOGIST.
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Lk oeond e an,

The publie were informed in o
otatement issued by the Council of the Indian

i ()/ 'V?/ f, c? 3
ITngtitute of Seience tﬁ;f Bir 3. Vs Ranan
A

hadl velinguished hie post of Director of the
inptitute tut would continue there as Frofcssor

gf Phyesice, The considerstions whieh led oir

Ge Ve Raman to agree to accept the slove poeition
at the Institute are not fully kmown te fhe publie,
but Hwre—de—ne—doubt that the maln Luctors
vesponpitlie for #nu decision were his 3.&/;{@ for
Plhyeles and his reluctance tgo glye up work in a
ggz;\,«;sw me}(IM had btuilt up ﬁ

¢vcated an setive school of research in Plysiee

lateratory and

againet extreordinery @ifficultics. ihe repid
gxowth gnd the high quale regcarch in Phyeice
@t the Institute heave—teensuch—ae—to—3n the
plmiretlon of the EE53n scicentific werld, It
Bap aleo to be remembered that all this
development of Physice took place when he wes
battiling most of the time ageinst stron: snd
erganised opposition to many of his schemes for
dzproving the scientific stetus of the Institute,
The forces sgainst 8ir C. V. Raman heve foy the

~tlme being proved too strong for him, btut 1% was

hoped thet though they had succecded in yrevénﬁim
him from influencing the pelicy of the Institute
@5 a whole the department of Physice ut sy rate
would te snved, It now appears, however, thst
¢ven this hope may mot be resliscd. Torg it has




2

been stated publielyy without contyadletlong that
the suthorities of the Institute syc contemplating
shifting the Physics Department ¢o o shed onee
used for housing a workshop. A good part of work
in Physics is of such & nature e L0 reguire
preeision instruments housed in selidly btuilt
iskoratories free from lavge veriations of
teopevature, The present Physice leloratery

st the Institute has been set up Ly Oix, U o Ve Ruman
yith great care and it would be wasteiul of time, mok
energy snd momey, to dielocate the work at this
gtage. More than all, such an sction will

AA

naturally 5%t the juct pent imente of By Cs Vo

pmen and =il sEET-—our gnﬁiu tivenees. The

authorities of the Institute will Fe—wti—advived
oz . 9\_/6:.0\/(.9(»\
4a-beve a correct perspective w o the
gte end adopt %W

mtituﬁe. A scientific genius llke laman
/)owM 18 c/f”“
: rEEeET, =W and when we heve the good

fortune to have him smongst us esger te do work
’L\.A/(A L

and serve the nation, it s -exés 3 unwise(to
i A1C

discoursge or hamper him in his s=2eer a8 an
investigator end teacher. e regurd this question
a8 one of national importemce and would &mul

o ll cou Q_M

to the—pewers=hkuk to se¢ that nell ning is amw)(

aow to hemper the scientific werk ol Roman.




EXTRACT FROM A LETTER DATED $& 31=10-38

S S G S R S A IV S S SO GO WO YO D S S S SO D I S AN S G O AR O 00 S N N

“
.6"'...‘.......‘.00...Oll..‘..QQ.’DI..“Q.....0....(..‘...‘.

Every day, something or other is being done at this Institute

t0 hemper me in my scientific work, and generally to prevent me
from achieving my aims. How long this sort of thing will go on,

yhether it will ultimately result in foreing me out of the Insti-
tute is more than I can say at present, Il is clear, however,
that the scientific opportunities here are diminisghing and that
something has to be done as a set-off against this loss. The idea
of an Institute at Madras with a few picked workers in it under my
general guidance appeals Lo me vVery much, I would be prepared 1o
gset apart 40 grounds of land worth about RS. 25,000/~ for the
purpose mf and make zf@:u"t of my entire private library worth mmakk
another Rs. 25,000/= to give the Institute a start., The minimum
additional eapital exp&ndﬁ”cure that would be necessary is R=

Re. 25,000/~ for a building and R8.25,000/~ for initial equipment.

tleac1 it would be well worth while making s start even on this

\
modest basis.
With kind regards ,
Yours singerely,

Sd‘ CQV.WI

DR, Kaﬁvﬁmthan.




In HASTE

I met Dr M, S, Krishnan yesterday and T had some dis-
cussion with him, It seems you have invited Mp Satyamurti
to stay with you during his fortheoming visit to Calcutta
Just to have an opportunity to discuss wlth him about ihe
asylum, otherwise called ‘the Indian Inst of Science,

L consider it quite useful at this moment. We Have been
doing something to improve matters‘at,thé Tnstitute,
PFailing in our attempts to get the newspépers like the -
Hindiy to become interested in the affair, we have brought
thé matter to the Legislative AsSembly through the kindness
"ofjone of our friénds. "This'ié the only mode 6f approach
1for'thé~curé of~many illS. So far i('during the last session)
 questions~were asked aﬁqut,the Institute on four days and
‘ fhe:qﬁestions~fhémselvés“as framed runs}to_abqut‘égmgages.

, Fme this youfcan have ahiidea of the wealth of materials  °

t,:,wé»ﬁavé on~hand. In addltien to these we haV“ got plenty

? ¥0£ confidential information._fg We could not mako us@of this

“*during the 1ast wession for various reasons. : Professor

' 'knows about thﬁsg,though he does not know anything abouf

"7f the nature of hhe questions._ Since Mr Satyamurti and he

‘are good friends, he was anxious that the former  should
;_not ask any questions 1n the Assembly, lest the Government

nfand others should think that he is responqible for them.

o f{fioo Mr C. N Muthuranga Mudaliar, PreSLdent of the Tamil

H{ f]Nadu Ccngress framed all the questicns and alSO tabled 8

f*f ~resolution to appoint an. expert committee to examine the

i’fﬁacademic matters nf xhn pertaining to ‘the Inqtitute,

so?as to make the Institute makl compete succeqsfully with“




LD

~For the committee, we had proposed the rame of 26 scientists
'of wide 1ntern8tional reput¢tion, in fact all Nobel

: Laureatés without ekceptioﬁ. ;We,sug?ésted 26 names ‘just
'see'that the Government does not f£xi stumblp upon Irvins
‘and Bhatnagars. Unfortunately, the resolution was not ballotnd

ov VeV
‘on the first day ( for resolution Y aaé ,on the. second day

' ‘*fOn the third and the last day, some five or. six peobple jof oot

o the Congress party tabled the same resolution and George
Joseph balliteﬂ the same, But'the,first'reseltuioh for

the day, namely that on the COnStituentvkssembly tooklthe‘

- whole of that day and it has not been finlshed yet. Thusyu

the resalution on the Institute didnot come up at all.,‘
leThough the agitation started 1mmediate1y after the first
. of June, I think that it is good that the resolution ata

v’f n°t come up during thyblast SQS' on, for the simple reason ‘“;d v

The next session will xn be the most apprapriate

"i'~tf§>f0r da&ns taking a strong action. ; Firstly, the term of

””ﬂ7fff;7the present Gouncil of tha Institute ends,by December. Lﬂ i»75;f




papers should be published in the Institute Journal.ete
Many of the Professor's rooms have been taken away,
etc. In: the Benate meetings, Dr Subrahmanyan HEeaxks®
sxaxx ( I suppose you know héfcalled Khan Bahadur by the
gtudents and: public of Bangalore in recognition of his
treachery ) used 'to start with a preamble comparing the
status of 8ehate Mectings before July 19, 1937 with the
status now, just to insult ‘and humiliate Professors |
Once Ashton (@ Flec. Tehh ) declared that he had lest the
trend of the discussions, but that he was pledged‘to vote
;- with Khan Bahadur. Aﬁother occasion,dhekwas sospxmxﬂ&axxg‘
provocaﬁive that the Registrarrasked him to withdraw some
of his remarks, On his fsiiure to da so snd on his
1nsisting tnat hé " must call & spade & spade ¥ the Registrar
¢ 'burst out, W You are not calling 8 spade a spade. On the
 other hand, you are calling aspade a: bloody shovel ."' On
zgffa number of. occasions,the Registrar has pull@d him. ‘VHe
treats all‘thpso nooligsns W1th contsmpt nd ne npvar snes
vkthem himself in their ERBKX offices, but sends for them,

He has got respoct for Professor. ,That will/give you some

"ffpt,;idea,of,the,;nstitute today.p,~

: kIffooogood’hAS‘tirnéd out soifar, it}is‘barause; the
ir?present xmui council are nterssted in keepinp on the \
‘liz'hooligans AX R .on the staff of the Institute, since they
’wers responsible in hslping them to get Pld of Professor

:‘from the Directorship.‘

‘Wﬂ}Nww I shall»siate what exactly should be done in the}»“»”
"“iffxnzaﬁ future.gj Sir Bajpai visited the Tnstitute two or -
i three days béék and. ‘the viéit, T am sure, s due to the .
rﬁjéiquestions in the Assembly,”; So more questiohs must, e aSKGd'
}Z'rf;The Resolution\must be brought 1n again.g' If thc results* ;
‘Niese are unsatisfactory, Adgouf“ént Moticn muSt be ,
;ﬁ’;ii,sbrougnt :m to condemn the waste o 15 miL‘Lion rupePS for

.,;;fths ]_astﬁ~ 5syears on the Institute. Cut motions ‘must be

‘ lf€iVon withdrawing the Grants-_ All the e must be donp.‘fvi“}f




w’wvl}_‘m

in ‘the next session of the Assembly, after whieh it will

be too late;

Bul® the Xmmmaixie thingsthat must be immediately

attended to % ‘are the following =

 3.”' ¢ uave gone through all the rules and regulatins
pertaining to the founding of the Institute, and nowhpre

_is there any definite clause to the effect that the

Britiﬂh Resident should be s member of the Counecil and that

... too.a representative of the Government of 1814,  His - :
/+ ‘presence leads to & lot of. political machinations and wire ;
.pulling and. his presence exerts tremendous influence on :

‘the other members of the counell, who naturally like to
plesse him ( including even the Govt of Mysore ). Efforts

' should be made to remove him from the Council. = This is

the most opportunp moment for this.;' The present R351dent :
retires from December ‘and .the new Councll is to be ‘

 constituted in January next.. . Most of the trouble at the‘°fv

" Institute 'is due to Lt Col Plowden, the Resident through'
< the machinations of Lady Forster and others.  Thesd

Residents, being mere ‘soldiers, cannot understand the 57»

',<-R:xidenkx, Exing merE xmiﬂinxx,xxxnnmxxxhn BE X

,,fundamental requirements of Belence and as. such, the tax

 ‘payerd! money is being wasted by the Government by =~ .
~gending incompetent and dgnorant representﬂtives exertinp

' ‘-mischievous political lnflﬁgnce.u» As ‘a matter of




- not understand matters pertaining to the Institute,
Invariably, they rush lLo the counicil meeting thnrice a yesr
and as suddenly dlsappear. This must be changed, It
is highly desirable that ‘Mr Satyamurti or { if he 1s too:
busy ) Mr C, N. Muthuranga Mudaliar must be Indiuced to
get into the council, T have spoken to Mr Mudalisr
abont 1t . and 1f Mr Satysmurti is not in a position to
get Into the council, he muast lnduece Mr Mudaliar to
get in, A strong Assembly Member in the Council eould
do. a-lot of good from within the council,  Professor also
thinka that one of these within the council will be 1n
position to: cleanse the fugedn stables, ' Since Mr
qatyamurt and: Professor are good friends, 1t would be
better I the former is behind the scenes and does active
hplp._

4, bocording to the terms of the Irvine Commlittee report,
811 the existing staff of the Institute are to be confirmed,
The council are mquly referring their papers to their own
‘professors; so thd}#i”verdirt mlght be favourable to them
This must: be avoidéd at all costs by throwing the Irvine
_committee recommendations to the W,P.B. Already Aquestions
were sent - [ do not know whetber tney were tabled yebt = @
“iasking wke  the Govt to release all criticisms on the Irvine
“committee report for publication and naturally the '‘Professor's
‘Memorandum will ke xexly far pmhixzaxxmn elso be placed

“‘on the thble. = Thisg will result ln the fresh examlnaflon
oF the wnolQ matter.f ~ : :

’.!,P3ofesqor told me two months back that Mr qatyamurti

knowv only gome of the poin*% r° tﬂe Ins+1t4te, not c‘l, 500 oo

that lt 15 nec@ssary to tell hlm everyfhlng. : Since you

' are so far away, yoa may not bp 1n poss“331on of as much
v w"

‘rmation as I do have, esgggiallv when I touch vlth e

mber‘of people 1n Bangalfréti It 1s absolutely

”",fshauld get into touch flth 2xnix

Satyamurti. : I do not wlsh to approach hlm W1thout any

introduction. I can easily get an introductlan from \
Professnr;:but I dm not Willing to ask him, since that Will
give the idea that he 19 at the back of thp Whole affair.;3,




Satyamurti takes'proper interest in the whole affair,
We ‘have thought out a well planned line. of attack anf if
the Institute cannot be mended, it must be ended and only
Mr Satyamurfi can dokit.o As Deputy Leader, he ecan do a

: iot WRER during the next session. A11 his qupnlementary
'quesiione were verv excellent and if only ne had more

information, it would have been more effective,

Onee again I have to impfess upon you the fact that
the situation 1g ver*‘eriticai, One of. my frienﬁs told
e that Profeseor once excleimed to him, i I cannot bear
tnis numiliation any longer." He hae nlmself tolﬁ-me 7-k
vfthat the hooligans are troubiing him endlesely and Mr
eWukerjee end others contemplate sending nim out at fhe
next meeting of the Counc1l in December next.,: It would
‘>1ﬁ\'be better if Mr Qatyamurti couid "Plte a letter to Bajpai
drawing his attention to the mode of grouping of the L
L Universities, to the defects in the Irv1ne Committee »
Report, the means by which the present men. were appointed V””H
L i;as professore as.a measure of expediency etc etc, and tv%ite
‘kfutelling nim piin plainly hhat, if the Goverhment fail to |
‘ftake any action, he will be compelled to xxkx discuss the;gfﬂ
Efmatter on the: floor of the house.-y we must also see that
the eocial Chemist 7 is barred from all committpes.,5ilgf7“7f

'~have coll,cted materials anough for this.ke'

- ask why Profeesor alone should be on one side, While all'

' tne other scientists ar&Drganising the NationalfInstitute




4/(,\4_ ) U e B 58

A g A b gl o

0 s iie () i
[ 'V@«V'>"¢”V Ja.e:z-/' /MN\-}, Tl £ W AL e

f} S e\/ L/ﬂ ,r"\/\.«\/’*/}
N




Zgw;; - oo

5 A AOA

QAP

!'X/ ’

{?_/\. AA—~ LA~




ooy

: A
at AA

o
w—AtlL

A

5T

2 5 YRy
LA {/uwg —7

£

e,

Ot

) %4/(/41\:




/)/'l/\/\-\ ;ww,\_ )/L.Vl\n Ao :

(\5 Al /V‘CA7 C}/Q’a/() As /Z\MW M

e el B i oAl Y AT
%ﬁ.m}m;ﬁm o~ /mZ/M/é;y:: it
A L a A 2w gl e Mago A
Claiin ik ?mz? sl ARk e
wll - b Leminig e E e =
barte eac = # pil . We Awvrc  foremod
o pteaiy. D e Mg e Asi
Mo a0 Moo o0l BT 6
Dokl gt Iwd; ottt legae
Sle  slaak  adrrnd” /LV(MMJ S emen
e me

0/("




