
Mexico, D.F., Tuesday, 7 October 1986

Mexican Juan Celada Salmon, Among the 32 Finalists

Einstein Award 1986 to Hindu Swaminathan

The Albert Einstein Award for Science of 1986, which is the highest

award to be given to a scientist for his work for the benefit of mankind,

is awarded to Dr. Monkumbo S. Swaminathan, a Hindu scientist and Director

General of the International Rice Research Institute, Los Banos,

Philippines.

This came out during the press conference by Esteban Meszaros,

Secretary General of the World Cultural Council. He mentioned that

among the prizes to be given to the awardee, who was chosen by 120

world reknowned scientists (20 of them winners of Nobel prize) are

commemorative medal, diploma and $10,000.

The award giving exercises will take place for the second time

in Mexico on Nov. 6 at 1900H at the Teatro Degollado de Guadelajara

and will be attended besides Dr. Swaminathan by the president of the

Advisory Committee of the World Cultural Council, Charles Tanford, winner

of Nobel Prize for Peace in 1970, Norman E. Borlaug, Abdus Salam and

other authorities in science from different countries.

Moreover, Meszaros also explained that the winner was chosen from

among 58 candidates from 50 countries (one of the 32 finalists was a

Mexican Juan Celada Salmon, who was cited for his more than 30 years

of studies on plant breeding and agricultural development of Mexico).
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Meszaros also pointed out the importance for the whole world of

the research made by Swaminathan on the Mexican dwarf wheat which as

Dr. Borlaug described it, played a great part in the green revolution

in Asia.

Among other things, Swaminathan are cited for the following: the

genetic manipulation of wheat, rice and potato; development of rice

research projects based on ecology and economy; solving in a way the

drought problem in India during his term as Minister of Agriculture;

his contributions in the collection and conservation of germplasm of

wheat and rice in particular.
These scientific contributions by Swaminathan have been recognized

by other countries like Sweden, England, United States, Czechoslovakia

and the USSR from whom he received various awards, and by the presidents

like Padma Shri and Padma Bhusban.

Moreover, Meszaros explained that the World Cultural Council works

with the principal help of Jose Rafael Estrada Valero and this Council

is supported by international scientific communities which consider

the diffusion of scientific work essential. The dwarf variety of wheat

which is cultivated in Sonora is the reason why the Republic of Mexico

is the prime producer of wheat today.

The main objective of this award is to disseminate scientific

achievements as well as to make us of all possible ways to acquire

knowledge in different areas of research. Moreover the Council promotes

brotherhood among men, countries and governments of the world in order

to attain understanding and respect for the ideology, religion, race

and sects. Besides it also provides collaborations between the public

and private organizations through a computerized system of data bases

which are connected to data banks of many different countries of the

world.
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October 9,1986.
Ref.: RDO.1228.86

Dr. M. S. Swaminathan
Director General
International Rice Research

Institute
Box 933

Manila. Philippines

Dear M. S.:

First, let me congratulate you for being elected the
recipient of the World Prize in Science Albert Einstein
1986.

According to the attached newspaper article, the
premium is to be awarded to you in Guadalajara on the 6 of
November at 7:00 pm. I thought you might like to have a copy
of that article.

Best personal regards.
Sincerely yours, -Lu
Robert D. Osler
Deputy Director General

and Treasurer
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| Mexicano Juan Celada Salmon, Entre los 32 Finalistas

-| Premio Einstein 1986 al Hindu Swami
Kil Premio Mundial de Ciencias

Albert Einstein 1986, inaximu reco-
nociuniento a un cientitico por su
labor en beneficio de la hurnanidad,
fue para’el doctor Mankonmbo
Sambasivan Swaminathan, cienti-
fico hindd y director del Instituto
Internacional de Investigacidn del
Arcoz (IRRI) en Los Bafios, Filipi-
nas.’
Lo anterior lo dio a conocer en

conferencia de prensa Esteban
Meszaros, secrelario generat admi-

cuando la veidadera importancia

pur 120 cientificus de reconocido
presltigio mundial (incluyendo 20
Premios Nobel), también estimula
al ganador con una imedalla conme-
morativa, un diploma y 10,000 ddla-
res,
n esta tercera emusign del Pre-

mio Albert Einstein, México sera
sede por segunda ocasibn de la ce-
remonia oficial de premiacién el 6 de
noviembre proximo a las 19 horas en
el Teatro Degollado de Guadalajara,
dofide acudirdn ademas del galar-
donada, el presidente del ConsejoCullural Mundial, Chacles Tanford:
el Premio Novel de la Paz en 1970,

otras auloridades clenlificas del pais
y extranjeras.
Mas adelante, Esteban Meszaros

eaptied que el ganador del certamen
fue elegido de entre 50 candidates de
pk pases (entre los J2 finalistas es-
tuvo el mexicano Juan Celada
salmon pov entre olros aportes—,
su valiosa labor de mds de 30 afios de
Invesligacién en el campo de ineio-

nistrativo del Consejo Cuitural °

Mundial, quien agreyé que “adn:
del premio reside en que es otorgado -

Norman E. Borlaug, Abdus Salam y
'

Por PATRICIA ROSALES Y ZAMORA
raunento genélico de los alimentos y
desarrollo agricola)‘El ponente tambien recordd que
fue de especial interés para la hiu-
inanidad, la investigacién de Sain-
basivan Swaminathan, a! descubrir
el valor potencial del trigo*%enano
mexicano, Expuse que el Nobel Bor-
laug elogia la labor cel doctor Swa-
minathan, a quien da gran parte uci
crédito en la revolucién verde. y
alirma que de no haber sido por sus
aportes para el trigo enano mexl-
cano, seria muy posible que no se
hubiera Nevado a cabo tal revoluciiti
en Asia’,
Entre otras de las principales

aportaciones de Swaminathan, a de-
cur del informante, se encuentran’
La manipulaci6n genética con el
objetivo de mejorar el rendimiento y
calidad del trigo, arroz y papa; ¢i
desarrollo de proyectos operaciona-
les de investigacién basados er. los
principios de ecologla y economia‘
el manejo de la desastrosa sequla ue
la India cuando fue secretario de
gubierno en el Ministerlo de Agri-
cullura; y la recoleccién y consel-
vaclon de los recursos genéticos
vegelales, en particular del trigu y
arroz ‘

Swaminathan posee también in-
‘numerables reconocimientos tanto
de su pals como de Suecia, Inglate-
tra, Estados Unidos, Checosiova-
quia y Ja URSS, ademas de los recu-
nucimientos de los presidentes
Padina Shri y Padma Bhushan
‘Mas adelante, Meszaros exmicd

que el organismo que representa
tvabaja con el patrecinio principal
del humanista José Rafael Estrada
Valero, y que es una institucion ape-

yada por ja comunidad ctentilica
internacional, y consjdera impres-
cindible la difusién de las labores
wientfficas mundiales, mas aGn
cuando aportan una ulilidad real en
el pais donde los llevan a cabo, y que
de hecho la variedad del trigo enano
se cultiva principalmente en Sonora,
y en la produccién de muchos all
inentos basicos, la Reptiblica Mexi-
cana ocupa algunos de los primerus
idgares en su pruduccién.
Al preguutarsele subre ‘a fuah-

dan de esta wistitucian ey lepresen-
lanle expresso que se Susca ademas
de Ja difusion clenufica, wicremen-
tar el uso eficiente y positivo de los
conceirientos adguinidas en ias di-
lerewles Tatas Gey saber ¥ promo.
ver la fraternidad entre los hon.
bres log yrieulas . gulernos del
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cual estd conectado # ios Lancos de’,
datos mds importantes del orbe.
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