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year-old engravings and inscrin-

-quarry contractors
monument will be ruined,

State Government's order dated

has termed an eye-wash com-

-declare the committee illegal.

of the fact

the monument",

that the.-Government had set up

the local people's agitation aga-

a

Writ plea to protect cave
INDIAN EXPRESS Cochin: Wedne sdaya 4 0817

Edakkal cave in Wynad district
has been brought t the. High

Mr Thomas of Ambalavayal. in
the district who has filed a writ
petition in this regard on behalf
of the Edakkal Cave Preservation
Committee has expr- sed dis- vandrum.
satisfaction and lack o. faith in
the committee set un by the
State Government to preserve
the monument,
The petitioner has submitted

that if the cave, which has 8,000-

tions, is not protected from the.
vested interests and unscrupulous

the ancient

He has prayed it to quash the

December 29, 1986 by which t
has set. what the petitioner (UNI) A

mittee to protect the monument.
He .has requested the.court to las night, police said

He has pointed out that the constable's Yfle.

dran Master, who represents Salafy donationSu.tan Battery in the State As-
bly, also as a-member in

that he had
"we-ked against the interests of

Tle petitioner has submitted

the committee when it found

chandran -Master,. - consisted of
Director of Mining and Geology,Inspector-General of Police (Ex-
plosives), Professor of Geology,Kerala University, and Dr M.
Velayudhan Nair of Regional
Conservation Laboratory, Tri-
The writ petition has sought a India.court declaration that the caveis an ancient monument and the

Extremists

Jan 13

by extremists nedr Sileru reser-voir in e trip4l area of Visa-

ra Pradesh Power Min ister
. Narasimhulu has. decided. to

donate his monthly lary of
Rs 3000 to the State exchequer and
from January this year.

yer in the petition. is for an
Order to the State Government
prohibiting it from issuing qut-
rying licences in the range.
It has also requested the court

to give the guardianship of the
monument to the Director-Ge-
neral of Archeological Survey. of

The petitioner has pointed out
that historians like Kesari Ba-
Jakiishna Pillar and Dr M R
Raghavan Warrier have describ-
ed the cave as the sole antiquityin Kerala and it also gives an
idea of the begining of the art-istic creations in the State.
He has pointed out that the

Indian History Congress at its
47th session at Srinagar passed
a resolution on October 9, 1986
requesting the Government and
ASI to take urgent steps to
protect the monument.
The petitioner has submitted

that quarrying started in the
cave area six months ago and
immediately after it the local
people rose against the quarry-
ing. They formed Edakkal Cave
Preservation Committee and or-

the quarrying.
When their agitation gathered

momentum the District Collec-
tor ordered the quarry contrac-
tors to withdraw from the: area

By Our Staff Reporter inst the indiscriminate quarying Ambukuthy mountain range
The question of preservation of was gaining momentum The where the cave situated ancommittee besides Mr Rama- archeological site Another

Court

kill cop
KHAPATN

was killed

The exir y fled with the

ecmittee has Mr Ramachan-

anised peaceful agitators aga-st
ABAD, JAn 13 (UNY):

he banned further quarry-
ing.

od
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