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On January 28, 1998
the Senate of The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

paid tribute to

Aharon Barak

Supreme Court Chief Justice Aharon Barak is among the most prominent jurists in Israel and
the world. He has created an entirely new imprint for the concept of “Rule of Law” and indeed,
in doing so, has played a vital role in the creation and development of Israel's democratic
tradition. As a result of his endeavors, research and teaching in the legal field have progressed
immeasurably, while his pioneering advocacy of the analytical approach has had a significant
impact on numerous aspects of Israeli law.

Justice Barak has had a unique influence on the fields of research and jurisprudence, legislation
and the judiciary. He has transformed jurisprudence from the memorization of laws and
accumulation of information into a process of discovery and creativity. In his books and
articles, which encompass a vast range of subjects, he has explored the fundamental concepts
of such diverse areas as contract law, torts, company law, negotiable instruments, administrative
law, and constitutional law, while also interpreting and simplifying their principles. As
attorney-general, Aharon Barak redefined the concept of equality before the law and also
clarified the principle that democracy be based on rule by law, and not men. Since his
appointment to the Supreme Court, the nature of its rulings has changed considerably. Indeed,
Justice Barak has provided the intellectual depth so necessary to resolving real and practical
disputes between conflicting parties. His opinions provide the basis for a better understanding
of entire fields of law in a manner that makes them far more accessible and lucid, and which
is rooted in analytical reasoning and concern for the welfare of the state. Under his aegis, the
Supreme Court has became a foremost defender of human rights in Israel.

Aharon Barak was born in Lithuania and immigrated to Israel as a child. He studied law at
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and completed his doctorate there. He served on the
faculty of the University as a professor and as dean of the Faculty of Law. In the public sector,
he served as attorney-general until his appointment to the Supreme Court in 1978. He has
been chief justice since 1995. In 1975 he was awarded the Israel Prize for his many

contributions to the law, and in 1976 he was elected to the Israel National Academy of
Sciences.

In recognition of his contribution to the establishment of the rule of law, to jurisprudence in
Israel, and to the advancement of the Faculty of Law of the Hebrew University, the Senate has
resolved to confer on Aharon Barak the degree of

Doctor Philosophiae Honoris Causa
of The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

and he is hereby invested with all the dignity and privileges pertaining to the degree of Doctor.




On January 28, 1998

the Senate of The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

paid tribute to

Hans Guth-Dreyfus

A leading Swiss economist, Professor Dr. Hans Guth is a central pillar of the Basel Jewish
community and has been an active participant in Jewish communal life there for nearly a
half-century. Prof. Guth has earned considerable respect and recognition for his academic and
philanthropic achievements, and continues to be an effective force in Swiss banking circles.

Born and educated in Zurich, Prof. Guth has had a profound influence on generations of
economists in Switzerland and abroad. He served with distinction on the faculty of the
University of Basel, Switzerland’s oldest institution of higher learning, and continues to
maintain close ties with the university. A paradigm of integrity, Hans Guth has served as Chief
Executive Officer of the private bank, Dreyfus Sohne & Cie, and was Chairman of the Basel
Stock Exchange.

Hans Guth’s long association with the Hebrew University is closely intertwined with the
involvement of the family of his wife, Dr. Katia Dreyfus de Gunzburg, whose father was among
the original supporters of the nascent University. He has been a vital force in the Swiss Friends
organization of the Hebrew University for over forty years, and through his personal ties with
other bankers and philanthropists he has engendered significant support for research and
teaching in many fields of academic endeavor at the University. Indeed, his dedication to the
Hebrew University and its pursuit of academic excellence has manifested itself in the
endowment of scholarship funds which have enabled hundreds of students to fulfill their
academic goals, and of postdoctoral awards to encourage the advancement of outstanding
young researchers.

In recognition of his concern for his fellow man, and in gratitude of his generous and
heartfelt support of Israel and the Hebrew University, the Senate has resolved to confer on
Hans Guth-Dreyfus the degree of

Doctor Philosophiae Honoris Causa

of The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

and he is hereby invested with the dignity and privileges pertaining to the degree of Doctor.




On January 28, 1998
the Senate of The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

paid tribute to

Vivien Duffield cge

A steadfast supporter of numerous cultural, educational, health and social welfare endeavours in
the United Kingdom and Israel, Vivien Duffield loyally upholds the tradition of philanthropy
and friendship for the Hebrew University established by her father, the late Sir Charles Clore.

Like her father before her, Vivien Duffield has a profound understanding of the importance of
strengthening Israel’s economic base and its social and scientific infrastructures. This is
reflected in her activity on behalf of the Weizmann Institute of Science and in the participation
of the Clore Foundation in many Israeli civic endeavours. Her humanitarian concerns are given
tangible expression in the Foundation’s efforts to improve the quality of life and educational
opportunities for all, particularly those from disadvantaged sectors of society.

The Clore Foundation has supported particularly significant projects within the city of
Jerusalem. Among these are such landmarks as the Tower of David Museum, the Teddy
Stadium, and the Charles Clore Soldiers' House. Indeed, it is in her devotion to Jerusalem and
her commitment to its future that Vivien Duffield shares the vision which has guided the
Hebrew University since its very inception. And, like the University, she is determined to do
the utmost to ensure that Jerusalem remains a vibrant, pluralistic, modern city, as well as a
religious and cultural centre.

In recognition of her public activity and her devotion to the Jewish people, and in appreciation
of her warm and constant friendship for Israel and the Hebrew University, the Senate has resolved
to confer on Vivien Duffield the degree of

Doctor Philosophiae Honoris Causa

of The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

and she is hereby invested with the dignity and privileges pertaining to the degree of Doctor.




On January 28, 1998

the Senate of The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

paid tribute to

Josef Tal

Josef Tal is one of the founding fathers of Israeli music whose rich repertoire of musical
creations has made an outstanding contribution to the development of music as an art form
in this country. Professor Tal is a founder of the Department of Musicology at the Hebrew
University and a pioneer of electronic music in Israel.

Born in Germany in 1910, Josef Tal studied at the State Academy of Music in Berlin under
the renowned composer, Paul Hindemith. During this period, Josef Tal came to realize that
the age of tonal music was coming to its close, and thus he was to become one of the first
composers to master the new musical language that was emerging, With the rise of Nazism in
Germany, Prof. Tal immigrated to Palestine in 1935, supporting himself by teaching music and
playing in local orchestras. He soon won a reputation as a distinguished solo pianist.

Joset Tal composed his first works in the early 1940s, and his prolific output of musical
masterpieces continues unabated. His first symphony was performed by the Israel Philharmonic
Orchestra in the early 1950s, and his opera “Asmadeus” was performed in the opera houses of
Hamburg and New York in the 1970s. Since that time, he has been responsible for a rich
repertoire of operas, which have been critically acclaimed throughout the world. Among the
most notable are “Masada”, which was first performed during the Israel Festival, and “Joseph”,
which was premiered by the Israel Opera Company. The catalogue of his diverse musical works
includes oratorios, chamber music, a cappella choral music, concertos, music for keyboards,
and electronic music. Each piece shares a common theme: the encounter of European musical
traditions with Israeli motifs.

In tandem with this prolific output, Prof. Tal has dedicated the last sixty years to teaching
music. He taught at and was President of the Academy of Music in Jerusalem. As a founder of
the Hebrew University’s Department of Musicology, his contribution was vital in forging the
Department’s identity. Indeed, he was the driving force in the establishment of its Electronic
Music Laboratory.

In tribute to his rich musical legacy and in recognition of his contribution to the development
of music education in Israel, the Senate has resolved to confer on Josef Tal the degree of
Doctor Philosophiae Honoris Causa

of The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

and he is hereby invested with all the dignity and privileges pertaining to the degree of Doctor.
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On January 28, 1998

the Senate of The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

paid tribute to

Claude Cohen-Tannoudji

One of the world’s eminent physicists, Claude Cohen-Tannoudji is an outstanding scholar who
has gained world recognition for his profound contributions to the understanding of basic
quantum phenomena.

A native of Constantine, Algeria, Professor Cohen-Tannoudji teaches and conducts research at
the College de France and the Ecole Normale Supérieure in Paris. His work has focused on
understanding the effect of intense radiation on the energy spectrum of free atoms and the
development of efficient methods for manipulating and cooling atoms using laser light. These
studies generated such outstanding achievements as the design of more precise atomic clocks
for use in space navigation and led to the recent discovery of a new state of matter - the
Bose-Einstein condensation of atoms. In recognition of his outstanding contributions, Prof.
Cohen-Tannoudji was awarded the Nobel Prize in physics for 1997 together with two American
colleagues.

Professor Cohen-Tannoudji has a long history of association with the Hebrew University
through scientific contacts with its scholars as well as through its Friends Association in France.
As a member of the Academic Committee of the University in France, he was helpful in
encouraging students from that country to enroll at the University’s Rothberg International

School.

In recognition of his significant contribution to the expansion of mankind’s understanding of
the physical world and his international stature as a leader in science, and in appreciation of
his close friendship with and assistance to the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, the Senate has
resolved to confer upon Claude Cohen-Tannoud;i the degree of

Doctor Philosophiae Honoris Causa

of The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

and he is hereby invested with the dignity and privileges pertaining to the degree of Doctor.




On January 28, 1998

the Senate of The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

paid tribute to

Monkobu Sambasivan Swaminathan

An eminent Indian scholar and distinguished scientist, Monkobu Sambasivan Swaminathan’s
concern for the future of mankind finds expression in his visionary leadership of pionecring
scientific research programs and his unswerving commitment to public welfare on an
international scale. Indeed, he is widely recognized and respected for his accomplishments in
agricultural and environmental research and policy-making.

Professor Swaminathan has made incalculable contributions to the growing problem of feeding
the earth’s burgeoning population while at the same time maintaining and even improving
environmental quality. His research has directly benefited weaker populations through the
introduction of sustainable agriculture, and will continue to benefit the earth and its
inhabitants into the next millennium through the improvement of crop plants, development
of biotechnological approaches, establishment of gene banks, and preservation of biodiversity.
In addition, Prof. Swaminathan is a most effective advocate of the advancement of education
and scientific research in developing countries.

M.S. Swaminathan has maintained a long-standing interest in agricultural research in [srael,
and particularly at the Hebrew University’s Faculty of Agricultural, Food and Environmental
Quality Sciences. Indeed, Prof. Swaminathan was the natural choice as the keynote speaker at
the symposium marking the Jubilee of the Faculty in 1992. He has actively promoted
intensified scientific relations between Israel and India through his wise counsel to India’s
prime minister and government ministers, as well as encouraging those of his many students
who have achieved influential positions to develop ties with Israeli scientists and research
Institutes.

In recognition of his contributions to the welfare of the world and its inhabitants and his
concern for future generations, and in gratitude of his deep and heartfelt interest in Isracl and
the Hebrew University, the Senate has resolved to confer on Monkobu Sambasivan Swaminathan
the degree of

Doctor Philosophiae Honoris Causa

of The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

and he is hereby invested with the dignity and privileges pertaining to the degree of Doctor.




El 28 de Enero de 1998
el Senado de la Universidad Hebrea de Jerusalén

rindié homenaje a

Manuel Sielecky

Manuel Sielecky, destacado industrial de la Industria Farmacéutica Argentina, es una respetada
figura en la comunidad judia de su pais. Plenamente involucrado en la vida judia de Argentina,
actia infatigablemente en pro del Estado de Israel. Su actividad a favor de la Universidad
Hebrea de Jerusalén es tan antigua como la creacion del estado, y se remonta a los comienzos
de la actividad de los Amigos de la Universidad Hebrea en Argentina.

Manuel Sielecky, junto a su esposa Lilly, constituyeron durante afios el vigoroso nicleo de
nuestra institucion en Argentina. Manuel Sielecky es miembro de la Junta de Gobernadores de
la Universidad Hebrea desde hace mas de dos décadas, y uno de los mas fervientes activistas a
nivel local e internacional que tuviera nuestra Universidad. Durante los ultimos diez afios
constituy6 la familia Sielecky la base institucional de la Asociacion de Amigos de Argentina,
ejerciendo la presidencia e impulsando el trabajo de los Amigos hacia nuevos horizontes.

Identificandose con nuestra causa, colaboraron Manuel y Lilly con la Universidad durante
afios, otorgando becas a estudiantes, colaborando en la construccién de Dormitorios
Estudiantiles en la Facultad de Agricultura y permitiendo la creacion de la Catedra San Martin.

Manuel y Lilly Sielecky fueron los promotores del simposio anual de Punta del Este, evento
central de los Amigos de Argentina en América Latina, y una de las contribuciones mas
importantes a la presencia de nuestra Universidad en Latinoamérica. Manuel Sielecky colabord
a lo largo de los afios con diversas instituciones locales de caracter humanistico.

En reconocimiento a su dedicacién al pueblo judio, al Estado de Israel y a la Universidad
Hebrea de Jerusalén, el Senado ha resuelto conferirle a Manuel Sielecky el titulo de

Doctor Philosophiae Honoris Causa

de la Universidad Hebrea de Jerusalén

y por la presente, se le inviste de toda la dignidad y los privilegios que presta dicho titulo.




On January 28, 1998

the Senate of The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

paid tribute to

Melford E. Spiro

A doyen of contemporary anthropology, Melford Spiro, Professor Emeritus of Anthropology
at the University of California at San Diego, has achieved international stature for his
innovative and astute investigations into the nature of man and the role of culture in the
shaping of the human creature. A founder of the school of psychological anthropology, he
has advanced, during a career spanning a half-century, the understanding of the psychology of
the individual in the cultural context of his society, and the group culture as it is perceived in
the mind of the individual.

Gifted with razor-sharp analytical and logical abilities, Professor Spiro is an original and
superbly expressive thinker who has made significant contributions to social scientific theory.
Drawing upon his extensive fieldwork experience and his incisive theoretical bent, he has
striven to locate the biopsychological and pan-cultural genotypic substructures of the infinite
cultural diversity of the human species, thus presenting an ongoing challenge to those of his
colleagues who have espoused the structuralist, feminist and post-modernist schools of thought.

Melford Spiro has long-standing professional and personal connections with Israel and its
people. A fluent speaker of Hebrew, he received a Jewish education in his hometown of
Minneapolis, Minnesota. A frequent visitor to Israel and the Hebrew University, Prof. Spiro is
intimately acquainted with Israeli society. Indeed, his research on the kibbutz, beginning in
the early 1950s, has been an important facet of the great debate on genetic, environmental and
cultural impact on human development.

In recognition of his contributions to the understanding of man and his social structures, and
in gratitude of his deep and heartfelt concern for Israel and the Hebrew University, the Senate
has resolved to confer on Melford E. Spiro the degree of

Doctor Philosophiae Honoris Causa

of The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

and he is hereby invested with all the dignity and privileges pertaining to the degree of Doctor.




On January 28, 1998

the Senate of The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

paid tribute to

Edmond J. Safra

Scion of a respected Sephardic family whose roots in the banking business began during the
Ottoman Empire in the last century, Edmond J. Safra has used his considerable talents and
the acumen he developed working alongside his late father, Jacob Safra, to extend his family’s
reputation for trust throughout the world.

Born in Beirut in 1932, Edmond Safra was just sixteen when he went to Milan to work on
behalf of the Jacob E. Safra Bank. Following Edmond’s recommendation, the Safra family
moved to Brazil, where father and son founded Banco Safra S.A., today one of Latin America’s
most highly respected banking institutions. Edmond Safra is founder and honorary chairman
of the Republic New York Corporation and Republic National Bank of New York and is
chairman of its European private banking subsidiary, Safra Republic Holdings S.A. The Safra
family banks operate in thirty countries around the world.

Throughout his successful career, Edmond Safra has remained emphatically faithful to the
Jewish tradition and has dedicated himself to the preservation of the Sephardic Jewish heritage.
In 1977, he founded the International Sephardic Education Foundation (ISEF) to ensure that
all gifted young Israelis have a fair and equal opportunity to better their lives through higher
education. Toward this end, ISEF has awarded over ten thousand scholarships to Israeli
students from disadvantaged backgrounds at institutions of higher learning in Israel and
abroad, including some 1,400 scholarships at the Hebrew University. Edmond Safra has also
ensured that the Sephardic tradition, its history and its people, will attract serious, ongoing,
academic inquiry at leading universities in the United States.

With his family, Edmond Safra has financed the restoration and construction of synagogues,
schools and yeshivot in more than twenty countries around the world. He has added to the
richness of Israel’s lasting resources by donating to the Israel Museum Einstein’s 1912
manuscript of the Special Theory of Relativity and a replica of an 18th century synagogue from
Suriname, using the original interior of the synagogue; and by building Safra Square, where
the offices of the mayor and the city administration of Jerusalem are located. The generous
support of Edmond Safra has by no means been limited to Jewish and educational causes. The
arts, medicine, the aged and the environment all owe debts of gratitude to the commitment of
this extraordinary man and his wife and family.

In recognition of his achievements in the world of finance, in appreciation of his commitment
and support for Jewish and humanitarian causes, and in gratitude for his singular contribution
to the furtherance of higher educational opportunities at the Hebrew University and other
institutions in Israel, the Senate has resolved to confer on Edmond J. Safra the degree of

Doctor Philosophiae Honoris Causa

of The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

and he is hereby invested with the dignity and privileges pertaining to the degree of Doctor.




On January 28, 1998

the Senate of The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

paid tribute to

Aaron Ronald Castan am, qc

A highly respected member of Australia’s legal profession, Aaron Ronald Castan QCis a
zealous advocate of civil liberties in his country who has also shown the greatest devotion to
the State of Israel, and in particular to the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.

Ron Castan’s has been one of the strongest voices to be raised in Australia against racist
discrimination and violence. Indeed, among the many offices he has held, he has served as
president of the Victorian Council for Civil Liberties and the Australian Council for Civil
Liberties and as a Commissioner of the Australian Human Rights and Equal Opportunity
Commission. A barrister by profession, having graduated from Melbourne University and the
Harvard Law School, and having been a Fulbright Fellow, he is today one of the leading
advocates for the rights of the Aboriginal people of Australia.

As a Governor of the Hebrew University and as the president of its Australian Friends
association for the past ten years, Ron Castan, a man of wise counsel with a great sense of
communal responsibility, upholds the Australian Jewish community’s tradition as being among
the world’s staunchest supporters of Israel and its people. The Hebrew University has been
especially privileged to have won the loyalty and devotion of a number of outstanding
Australian Jewish and non-Jewish leaders.

In recognition of his dedication to human rights and his service to the Jewish people, and in
appreciation for his friendship and support for the Hebrew University, the Senate has resolved
to confer on Aaron Ronald Castan the degree of

Doctor Philosophiae Honoris Causa
of The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

and he is hereby invested with all the dignity and privileges pertaining to the degree of Doctor.




On June 7, 1998
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem awarded

The Solomon Bublick Prize

Aryeh Dvoretzky

An outstanding figure in Israeli academia, Professor Aryeh Dvoretzky is among the most
prominent mathematical theorists in Israel and the world. As one of the founders and guiding
lights of Israel’s mathematical community, he has contributed greatly to its international
reputation and standing, and has played a major role in the promotion and advancement of
science and research in Israel.

Aryeh Dvoretzky was born in Russia in 1916 and immigrated with his family to Palestine in
1922. He pursued his academic studies at the Hebrew University and upon completing his
doctorate, joined the faculty of the University’s Einstein Institute of Mathematics. His
pioneering work in mathematical statistics, the theory of probability, and functional analysis
made a significant contribution to the development of these fields. Prof. Dvoretzky formerly
served as dean of the Faculty of Science, and later as vice president of the Hebrew University.
His commitment to nurturing and advancing scientific research led him to envision the
establishment of the Institute of Advanced Studies, a facility that would provide leading
researchers from throughout the world with a framework for collaborative research and
scientific activity. Prof. Dvoretzky went on to become a founder of the Institute and he stood
at its helm for several years. A loyal advocate of the advancement of science and research in
the State of Israel, Prof. Dvoretzky served as chief scientist of the defense establishment. A
member of the Israel Academy of Sciences and Humanities since its establishment, he served
as its president and also served as president of the Weizmann Institute of Science. In each of
these positions, Prof. Dvoretzky made a marked contribution to the establishment of research
and science in Israel, and to reinforcing the international status of Israeli research. In
recognition of his contributions to mathematics and the promotion of science, Prof. Dvoretzky
was awarded the Israel Prize in 1973, the Weizmann Prize and the Kaplun Prize. He has been
conferred honorary doctorates by Tel Aviv University, the Weizmann Institute, and the
University of Bordeaux.

In recognition of his scientific achievements in mathematics, and his activities on behalf of
the advancement of science and higher education in Israel, the Hebrew University of Jerusalem
names Aryeh Dvoretzky its Solomon Bublick Laureate for 1998.

The Solomon Bublick Prize is awarded annually from a fund established in 1949 by the
Iate Solomon Bublick. The prize is awarded either to a person who has made a significant
contribution to the progress and development of Israel or, in alternate years, to a student,
alumnus, faculty or staff member of the Hebrew University who has conducted or published
significant work, study or research.




On June 7, 1998
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem awarded

The Samuel Rothberg Prize for Jewish Education

to

Fred Worms 0Bk

For nearly fifty years, Fred Worms has devoted his energies to the vital needs of the British
Jewish community, from the physical and spiritual needs of its young people to housing for
its elderly. His principal efforts, however, have been in the field of Jewish education.

Born in Frankfurt, Germany, Fred Worms came to Britain as a young refugee. After qualifying
as a chartered accountant, he pursued a successful career in the world of commerce while
dedicating his time and talents to Jewish communal concerns. A founder of the Jewish
Educational Development Trust in the 1970s, he proved a staunch advocate of centralized
support for Jewish education through reprioritizing community funds. He is the author of a
seminal report on Jewish education in the UK which has had great impact in its field. His
pioneering approach led to the renewal of Jewish education becoming one of the main goals

of the United Jewish Israel Appeal of the UK.

Fred Worms is a co-founder and trustee of Immanuel College, a Jewish secondary school in
London, and has chaired its education and planning committee. He is the founder chairman
of the European Jewish Publication Society, which promotes the publication of books of Jewish
interest. In Jerusalem, he is closely involved with the construction and educational
development of the Pelech and Efrata schools and the Hartman Institute. In addition, Fred
Worms has promoted Jewish awareness and educational renewal through his leadership as
president of the World Maccabi Union, as president of B'nai B’rith in Britain and Europe, and
as chairman of B’nai B’rith International. As chairman of the B’nai B'rith Hillel Foundation
in the UK for over twenty-five years, he was responsible for the creation of a network of Hillel
Houses in the principal university towns in that country. For his services to the elderly, Fred
Worms was named by Queen Elizabeth II as an Officer of the Order of the British Empire.

At the Hebrew University, too, where he serves as an active member of the Board of Governors,
Fred Worms has taken a particular interest in student affairs. He is the chairman of the Student
Affairs Committee of the British Friends of the Hebrew University. He and his wife Della have
lent generous support to the provision of student housing.

In tribute to his visionary contributions to Jewish continuity in the UK, Israel and worldwide,
and especially in recognition of his commitment to Jewish education, the Hebrew University
of Jerusalem names Fred Worms its Samuel Rothberg Prize Laureate for 1998.

The annual Samuel Rothberg Prize for Jewish Education was established by the Hebrew
University in 1975 in honor of the 65th birthday of the Chairman of the Board of
Governors and in deep appreciation of his dynamic leadership and dedicated service to the
University, the State of Israel and the Jewish people.




The Alex Berger Prize for 1998

1s awarded to

Dr. Uzi Rebhun

of the Institute of Contemporary Jewry for his dissertation:
“Geographical Mobility and Religioethnic Identification
Among American Jews, 1970-1990.”

The Alex Berger Prize for post-doctoral studies, established by Alex E. Berger of Mexico
shortly before his death, is awarded each year to a recipient chosen for academic excellence.
As a man who personally experienced the persecution of the Jewish people, Alex Berger
fled Europe with his family, and after traveling through many lands finally made his home
in Mexico. He was deeply rooted in his Jewish heritage and maintained a strong attachment
to the Jewish people and the State of Israel. A devoted friend of the Hebrew University until
his death in 1979, he magnanimously supported its work.

The Bernard M. Bloomfield Prize for 1998

1s awarded to

Dr. Adam Teller

of the Department of History of the Jewish People for his dissertation:
“The Economic Role and Social Status of the Jews on the Radziwill Estates
in Lithuania in the Eighteenth Century.”

The Bernard M. Bloomfield Prize for post-doctoral studies is awarded each year to
recipient chosen for excellence in the Social Sciences or the Humanities. The prize was
established to honor the memory of the late Bernard M. Bloomfield of Montreal, Canada,
whose devotion to Israel in general, and the Hebrew University in particular, ranged over a
full lifetime. Indeed, few aspects of Israeli life did not benefit from his counsel, devotion
and generosity. This is particularly true of all fields of educational endeavor, ranging from
vocational training to advanced research. From its earliest days, Bernard M. Bloomfield
was a devoted worker and officer of the Canadian Friends organization of the Hebrew
University and an active member of the Board of Governors of the Hebrew University.
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The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Opening Session of the 61st Meeting of the Board of Governors and the

conferment of the degrees of

Doctor Philosophiae Honoris Causa

Sunday, June 7, 1998
The Rothberg Amphitheatre
Mount Scopus Campus
Address by Prof. M. S. Swaminathan
(India)
Mr. Chairman of the Board of Governors,

Mr. President, Mr. Rector, Members of the Senate, Members of the Board of Governors,

Members of the Faculty, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen:

I feel highly privileged to have been assigned the pleasant task of thanking the
University on behalf of my fellow awardees and myself. We are all deeply indebted to the
Senate of this world famous and unique University for deciding to confer on us the degree of
Doctor Philosophiae Honoris Causa, an honour we shall always cherish with pride.

I particularly value this honour since my country, India, and Israel have much in
common in their past heritage and much to share in the future. We are both only 50 years old
as nation states, but represent ancient civilizations going back to the dawn of history. Both
our cultures attach the highest value to learning and to fostering understanding and love of
diversity and pluralism in human societies. We bring to history the special flavour of our

unique identities and value systems.




On behalf of the awardees, I commend the University for having as one of its principal
missions the furtherance of Jewish continuity in a pluralistic atmosphere. Mahatma Gandhi,
Father of independent India, had a similar advice for us, when he said, “Keep your doors and
windows open, let fresh air and ideas flow from all sides. However, keep your feet firmly on
the ground, absorbing new ideas but not getting blown off by them.”

We are equally happy that this University has as its goal the strengthening of the
economic and cultural future of this historic and beautiful city of Jerusalem. Economic
growth is being increasingly determined by the configuration of national innovation systems,
which consist of the flows and relationships among academia, industry and government in the
production, distribution and use of knowledge and information.

It is important that Universities everywhere emulate the example of the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem and strengthen the bonds between academia and the civil Society.

The importance of such symbiotic bonds, particularly with reference to the public
understanding of science is growing day by day. For example, a referendum is in progress on
this very day in Switzerland, a country from which one of your distinguished awardees, Prof.
Hans Guth-Dreyfus, hails, to seek the views of the citizens on the future of genetic engineering
in animals and plants. Issues in biosafety and bioethics are increasingly troubling the public

mind and need to be addressed. At the same time, the answer is not to deny ourselves the

uncommon opportunities now opened up by science and technology to convert the goals of

food, health and work for all from rhetoric to reality. As will be clear from a perusal of the
accomplishments of several of the recipients of the 1998 Israel Prize and the Wolf Foundation
Prize, the progress now being made in genetic medicine and molecular breeding of crops is
truly phenomenal. Israel and India, both of whom have recently celebrated the 50th

anniversary of their independence, have decided to organize a Joint Golden Jubilee Symposium




on Molecular Genetics in Israel in December this year. I hope this Symposium will not only

address scientific progress but will also suggest methods of allaying public apprehensions
concerning the risks associated with transgenics.

I would like to take this occasion to pay tribute to the significant contributions made by
scientists of this University as well as other Israeli scientists and farmers to improving
biological productivity per units of water, land and energy on an ecologically sustainable basis.
Israel’s unique contribution to sustainable food security has been the development and
dissemination of eco-friendly precision farming techniques based on the integration of frontier
technologies with traditional ecological wisdom.

The extent to which the pace of progress in agricultural productivity and production
can be accelerated through mutually reinforcing packages of technologies, services and public

policies will be evident from the progress made in India during the past 30 years in the

production of wheat, rice, milk, eggs and other food products. Wheat cultivation began in

India over 4,000 years ago with material introduced from this part of the world. From that
time up to 1947 when India became independent, the country developed the capacity to
produce 6 million tonnes of wheat. Now, the production is nearly 70 million tonnes, thus
taking India to the position of the second largest wheat producing country in the world. In

fact, between 1964 and 1968, when the term “green revolution” was coined by Dr. William

Gaud of USA, India’s wheat production increased by over 7 million tonnes. In other words,
the production advance achieved during a span of four years exceeded that of the preceding

4,000 years. This exemplifies the impact of science on farming. TIsraeli agriculture serves as
testimony to the value of fostering appropriate blends of scientific skill, farmers’ wisdom and

political support.




The human agenda for the new millennium, drafted in the various summits convened by

UN Organizations during this decade, calls for integrated attention to poverty alleviation,

population stabilization, environment protection, rights of the child, gender equity and

promotion of employment opportunities. I am confident that in all these tasks the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem will continue to be a flag ship of the academic world.
May I conclude by quoting Ranier Maria Rilke:
“Again and again in history
Some special people wake up
They have no ground in the crowd
They move to broader laws
They carry strange customs with them
and demand room for bold and audacious actions
The future speaks ruthlessly through them

They change the world.”

Mr. President, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

You will agree that this poem captures beautifully what the Faculty and scholars of the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem stand and work for. Let us salute them and wish them
continued success in their constant striving for excellence and relevance in education and
research.

I once again thank the authorities of this University for giving my fellow awardees and

myself the privilege of being enrolled as honorary alumni of this great centre of learning.




