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Kali — A Dyi ;
ali - A Dying River
6 MAJOR DAMS, A NUCLEAR POWER PLANT, PAPER MILL AND NOW ANOTHER DAM?

JOIN THE KALI BACHAO ANDOLAN (Save Kali River Movement)
AND HELP SAVE WHAT LITTLE IS LEFT OF THE KALI RIVER

The 184 kms. long

Kali River in the Uttara Kannada

district of the Western Ghats region

in Karnataka is under severe threat.

It has 6 major hydroelectric dams,

the controversial Kaiga Nuclear Power

Station (the only nuclear plant in a

forest in the World), and now,

there is a serious attempt at

building a 7th dam on the Kali

River, near Dandeli, by

Murudeshwar Power Corporation

Limited (MPCL). The river is also being

polluted by the Dandeli Paper Mills which releases its

untreated effluents directly into the river. In addition to

damming and pollution, there is also the threat of further

illegal sand mining that is continuing on a rampant scale in

the Supa Dam area, resulting in serious disturbances to the
river’s ecology.

acts
Due to the proposed dam by

MPCL, the last stretch of the Kali that
is flowing freely will now be lost for
posterity. The dam will generate only
18 MW of electricity but at the cost
of submerging 210 ha of forests
along the Kali. Over 32,000 acres of
forests have already been
submerged in Uttara Kannada to
build the six hydroelectric dams
that generate over 1200 MW of
electricity. Construction of this new
dam is also a significant violation
of the 19th May 1987 Government
of Karnataka order (No. FED 242
FGL 83) that no further projects
involving diversion of forest land for
other uses will be undertaken on
Kali River or its tributaries. The latest
Supreme Court decisions have upheld
the spirit of this order.

Legally this project has to be abandoned: the
proponent along with its consultants are guilty of presenting
two fraudulent Environment Impact Assessments (EIAs), one
by Ernst and Young, and thereafter by Tata Energy Research
Institute (TERI). Environment Support Group and Parisara
Samrakshana Kendra exposed both during 2000, and as
per the EIA Notification, this is definitely a case fit for

rejection. Based on this expose, the DG of Uttara Kannada -

district has recommended that the project not be allowed. ..
efforts. We rely on your donations to cover part of the cost
% of this effort. Please do donate generously in support of the ©
i I financial contributions (Cheque/
£ DD/MO/Cash) should be in favour of Environment Support

The District Forest Officer has also found that the claims of
MPCL that there are no forests in the submergence area are
false, for this area constitutes an assemblage of moist
deciduous and evergreen forests, supporting a range of
wildlife, including the occasional tiger. Yet there is very high
pressure to build this dam.

In addition to being indiscriminately dammed,
the Kali River is being polluted by the Dandeli Paper Mills,
which throws out large volumes of untreated effluents into

Contribution:

_ Kali Bachao Andolan. /

the river. For the communities that depend on this river,
adverse impact of the accumulated pollutants has been
tremendous. Losses in agriculture, dairy farming and
fisheries are a common tale here, and cattle deaths are
regularly reported. Farmers in direct contact with the water
suffer from a variety of skin diseases caused due to pollution
of the river. Very little is known of the impact on wildlife.
The concerned regulatory agency, the Karnataka Pollution
Control Board has done very little to contain the damage,
thereby allowing the mills a free run on its polluting spree.
Only recently, due to pressure from local communities under
the banner of Kali Bachao Andolan, has there been some
response; with the local Assistant Commissioner initiating
criminal proceedings against the company. The demand is
not a closure of the Dandeli Paper Mills. Rather, it is to get
the mill to clean up its operations for the benefit of all -
including the employees of the mill.

The people of the region, in order to end this

misery, are working to build awareness on the threats to

the Kali River and save it. Parisara

Samrakshana Kendra (PSK), along with

several local community organizations

and tribal villages has formed the

Kali Bachao Andolan (KBA).

Panduranga Hegde, leading the

KBA, and several others conducted

a Padayatra (an awareness-

building and protest walk along

the entire course of the river) in

February this year. Sunderlal

Bahuguna, leader of the Chipko

Andolan, launched this Padayatra.

There has been overwhelming

response from local communities

to this effort. Environment

Support Group (ESG), Bangalore,

is an active support organization
involved in the KBA.

Appeal to the Chief Minister of

We are enclosing a sample letter addressed

to the Chief Minister of Karnataka, Mr. 8.M.Krishna. We

encourage you to endorse this letter by mailing the Chief

Minister (and/or emailing the Chief Minister and marking a

copy to the Union Minister for Environment and Forests,

Mr. 'I.R.Baalu, and to ESG). Do encourage your friends and
associates to sign and send many more letters.

R R

There arc many expenses we incur in organizing these

Group, and should be sent (o Environment Support Group
indicating that the contribution is for Kali Bachao Andolan.

An appeal to save
Kali River for
posterity . -

To

Mr. S.M.Krishna,

Chief Minister of Karnataka,

Vidhana Soudha

Bangalore 560001 INDIA

Email: cm@kar.nic.in <mailto:cm@kar.nic.in>

Honourable Chief Ministet,

We appeal to you to address the concerns
raised by the Kali Bachao Andolan (IKBA) formed
by several local community organizations and tribal
villages to highlight severe threats to the Kali River
and protect it for posterity.

We appeal that you should take the initiative in
ensuring that the Kali is saved for postetity.

Please ensure that:

2) No more dams will be allowed on the Kali.

b) The serious pollution of the Kali from the Dandeli
Paper Mills and other sources is ended immediately.
¢) Nllegal sand mining on the Banks of Kali and its

triburaries is stopped.
We support the aspirations of the people of
Uttara Kannada who want the Kali flowing and alive

with life. Not dammed, polluted and dead.

Sincerely,

(Name)
\ of
(Affiliation)

(Address)

(Email ID, if any)

e e e e o e e

All monetary contributions benefit from income tax *

exemptions under Sec 80G of the Income Tax Act.

four voice in support of the Kali Bachao Andolan will goa -

o long way in supporting the cause of this tiver.

Email the Chief Minister
smkrishna @ bangaloreit.com
cmkrishna@bangaloreit.com

Environment Support Group

S-3, Rajashree Apartments,

18/57, 1%t Main Road, S.R.K.Gardens,
Jayanagar, Bannerghatta Road

Bangalore 560 041 INDIA

Telefax: 91-80-6341977/6531839/6534364
Email: esg@hgl.vsnl.net.in

Parisara Samrakshana Kendra
Hulemalgi Building, Chowkimath,
Sirsi (Uttara Kannada Dt.)
Karnataka 581401

Tel: 91-8384 425139/425039
Fax: 91-4435450/ 427839
Email:appiko@sancharnet
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KALI BACHAO ANDOLAN
Basavaraj Nilaya

Chowkimath

SIRSI - 581401

Uttara Kannada email:appiko@sancharnet.in
e e o o R R R T R R RURUROTRORUSUSS

K L Chandak

Executive Director

The West Cost Paper Mill Ltd.
Dandeli

8 May 2003
File: wep/3/03
Dear Shri Chandak,

Namaskar.

¢
Thanks for your Fax mgssage dated 07/05/2003. We are glad to known that you
appreciate our effort towards environment conservation.

We are glad to known that WCP is committed towards environmental and social
responsibility. This commitment will enable ® both of us to progress towards a
prosperous Kali and WCP.

We are willing to visit your modern,feti=fledged Effluent Treatment Plant. But our
priority is towards the following:

- As the biggest industrial unit, we want some basic information about your unit.
(The letter attached for your reference). v
We have to discuss on how mssuea of the villages/people who are
adversely affected by the treated effluent.
ETP, its functioning and peoples involvement in resolving the conflict in future.

We have been requesting from the beginning to sort out the issues across the table with
you. Nevertheless, both of us have wasted our time and energy in complicating the issue.
We hope this will not be repeated in future.

We want to visit you at the earliest to sort out the issues. But I have to go to Bangalore
and shall be back only by the middle of the next week. After that we shall meet you to
discuses the details.

With regards
Yours Sincerely

Pandurang Hegde

For Parisara Samrakshana Kendra
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KALI BACHAO ANDOLAN

WHY KALIR?
Kali might be lesser known river than the famous Cauvery and Krishna rivers but its

contributions to the sustenance of Western Ghats Is enormous. Flowing quietly through its 184
kilometers stretch, it helps generate 1500 MW of power before it drains in the Arabian Sea at the

picturesque port town of Karwar. No other river as short as Kall would have contributed as much.

Ofiginating in Kushavali, on the border of Karnataka and Goa, the river meanders through the
lives of some 4 crore people of Karnataka. It is home to six hydel projects and the Kaiga Nuclear
;?ower Project. It not only lights up the homes of millions of people perched on remote hills but

supports livehoods of tens of thousands of people including fishermen on the coast of Karwar.

KALTS CALL
But the lifeline of millions of people and incredible flora and fauna is under grave threat from

diverse forces:

<" From the West Coast Paper Mills in Dandeli that discharges its pollutants unabated into the
river, jeopardising the heaith of people, livestock, wildiife and the aquatic life along the river.

From the 7™ dam (in addition to six dams viz., Supa, Tattihalla, Bagwati, Kodaslli, Kadra and
Kaneri) that has been planned across the river at Mavalangi near Dandeli. These dams have

choked the flow in the river. It has uninterrupted flow In 18 km stretch only.

from open-cast manganese mining along the river’s catchment and sand mining in Pandri
(one of the tributaries of Kali).

SAVE KALI

No other river in the country has been as much under ecological pressure as river Kali. Two
padyatras, first in 1983 and the latest in 2003, have confirmed that this short west flowing river
cannot withstand any more external pressures, both to fulfil its own ecological functions as also
to ensure livelihoods security to people and the wildlife. People living along the banks of the
river, who have traditional riparian rights over the nature’s gift, have given a call for Kali
Bachao Andolan. At a time when water is the key Issue at international and national fora and
the voice for the protection of freshwater echoes from all corners, the Kali Bachao Andolan is
being formally launched to protect this river and to convey the message across the planners and
developmentalists that unless rivers are protected, no human or animal life can be protected for

long. KBA enjoys the unanimous support of political parties and environmental organisations,

Pandurang Hegde March 30, 2003
CN Jog
Jayachandra
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KALI BACHAO ANDOLAN
Basavaraj Nilaya

Chowkimath

SIRSI - 581401

Uttara Kannada email:appiko@sancharnet.in
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Shri .Chandak
Executive Director
WCP

Dandeli

April, 1,2003
Re: Pollution from WCP
Dear Shri. Chandak,

We have read your statement in local newspaper about the efforts of WCP in controlling
the affulents from your factory. This is a positive sign and we appreciate your effort in
installing the treatment plan costing Rs.6 crores. We are sure that you would provide us
an opportunity to visit these plants.

We would appreciate if you can provide us following information:

The amount of freshwater drawn from upstream in Kali River/ per day in liters.
The amount of water used by WCP/ liter per day.

The quantity of polluted affluent left out per hour by your factory

The quantity of electricity used by WCP per day/ for production of paper.

The quantity of electricity generated by WCP (from its coal based plant).

Total number of workers employed by WCP (Permanent workers, casual workers)
Total quantity of paper produced by WCP per day.

Raw materials used per day/per ton.

We are sure that WCP derives enormous benefit from River Kali and that you would
definitely like to see Kali, a living river in coming years. We request your support in

KALI BACHAO ANDOLAN.

The Andolan will be launched on 3™ April 2003. This will be launched near the Kali
River.

We would like to make it clear that we are not against WCP, and the objective of the

Andolan is to protect Kali.
Once again sceking your support towards our Andolan.

Pandurang Hegde (FW { %

For Kali Bachao Andolan
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Parisara Samrakshana Kendra
Hulemalgi Building, Chowkimath

Sirsi (Uttara Kannada Dt.)

Karnataka 581401

Tel: 91-8384 425139/425039

Fax: 91-4435450/ 427839

Email: appiko@sancharnet.in

W /L \(\\/(‘L

Environment Support Group ®
5-3, Rajashree Apartments, 18/57,

1st Main Road, S. R. K. Gardens,

Jayanagar, Bannerghatta Road,

Bangalore 560 041. INDIA

Telefax: 91-80-6341977/6531339/ 6534364
Email: esg@bol.vsnl.net.in

PRESS INVITATION
6 MAJOR DAMS, A NUCLEAR POWER PLANT, A PAPER MILL
AND NOW ANOTHER DAM?
KALI BACHAO ANDOLAN TO PROTEST IN BANGALORE ON WORLD

ENVIRONMENT DAY TO SAVE WHAT LITTLE IS LEFT OF THE KALI
RIVER

04 June 2003
Dear Sir or Madam,

The 184 kms. long Kali River in the Uttara Kannada district of the Western Ghats region in
Karnataka, already has 6 major Hydroelectric dams. In addition, the river supports the only nuclear
plant in a forest in the world - the controversial Kaiga Nuclear Power Station. Over 1200 MW of
power is already generated from these dams, and an additional 440 MW from Kaiga. There is now a
serious attempt to build a 7th dam on the Kali River, near Dandeli, by Murdeshwar Power
Corporation Limited (MPCL).

With only about 17 MW of electricity being consumed in the Uttara Kannada district, it is clear that
there is very little benefit that the people of the Kali Valley have gained from so much “development’.
The MPCL dam will submerge over 210 ha and 8 kms of the last remaining stretch of Kali that
remains undisturbed, and this when there is little that is being done to contain very serious pollution
of the river by West Coast Paper Mills at Dandeli.

The Government of Karnataka has invésted enormous administrative and political time on issues
relating to Kaveri and Krishna. Little or no attention has been paid to protecting the ecology and
people of Kali, however. Local communities are tired of the dam building, the promises of
“‘development’; and the high pitch on how more electricity generated equals “development”. They
want none of this.

During February this year, Sunderlal Bahuguna launched KALI BACHAO ANDOLAN. Pandurang
Hegde lead a Padayatra for three weeks with various supporters along the length of the Kali. There
has been overwhelming support to this effort. Yet no effective response from the Government to
stop further dams, pollution and sand mining; three major threats to the river.

Tribals from the Kali Valley and representatives from various organisations have now decided to
bring their protest to Bangalore, so their voices are heard, and true commitment is demonstrated by
the Government to protect this ecologically sensitive and culturally diverse region. A protest will be
held at Mahatma Gandhi Statue at 10 am on 5th June, World Environment Day, by KBA and a
memorandum submitted to the Chief Minister. We will be grateful if you will cover this event.

In order to substantially address the various issues about the Kali with the media, we have organized
a Press Conference. Affected tribal community representatives and convernors of KBA will address
the Press Conference. The details of the conference are as follows:

' ~ Venue : Press Club of Bangalore
Date : 05 June 2003
Time : 11.30 am.

We request you to participate in the proceedings and thank you for your cooperation and support.

Yours sincerely,

.
N
i
\ ‘

Pandurang Hegde . Sal@anha
Parisara Samrakshana Kendra Environment Support Group
Sirsi Bangalore
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* *****—F************

July 2, 2003

(—>
Ref: kali/DC/2/03

AN

Re: Providing clear drinking to water villages near Dandeli

Dear Shri Rakesh Sﬁf.’]lﬂ'&fs\(
As discussed over the phone I am sending the details s, which are severely
ted by the DOHLL"HOT\ from Paper MW T'he pec c and their cattle have suffered for
«'@,f:a” years. I“ will 0\, uf g“ﬁ.ﬁ help if you ¢ ent for clean dr

| Population Scource of water
250 Open well / Qor’@ well
147 Bore well/River
128 Open well/River
74 Open well/River

Kerwadi 380 Tank /Well
Dandeliappa 80 Tap/River
(Newr Temple)
L&
Problem: Though they have open well/ bore wells, the water is polluted.
Solution: The only long-term solution is to provide drinking water from the upstre

Kali we*r’ (before the T aper Mill affluent is left into the river). There is existing pip
from the upstream to Haliyal town. Now there is a proposal to upgrade this schem
fRs. 3 Crores. on extewn

f. is j:c: ible to provide #&seperete pipeline (from the Hal Aya pipeline) for t

éf{ar;ant““ y, Mainal, Kerwad and Ja_mﬂ appa). These villages are on tl wel ft bank ¢
Kali. For Harnoda and Saksali, the village situated on the ]R’Lgm Bank of Aal , @ separate
pipeline ﬁrmr Kali (Up stream) will hwe LV be laid to provide drinking wa 1@,
We request you to take urgent action on this and help the villagers to supply drinking
water.
If you need any further clarification/ assistance, please contact us at above address/ fax or
phone numbers.

Th for all

T'hanking you for all the cooperation.
With best wishes,

andurang Hegde
For Kali Bachac Andolan




Kali Bachao Andolan
Workshop on
River Kali -people, ecology and environmental impacts

Organised By
Environment Support Group, Parisara Samrakshana Kendra and Collective for Informal Education and.
Development Studies
Venue: CIEDS, No.33-1/9, Thyagaraj Layout, Jai Bharathi Nagar, Maruthi Seva nagar, Bangalore Tel:
5492774 /779, 5492783
Workshop Schedule : 19" September 2003
Time ilssues !Presentationisemarks
Fridav. September 19" 2003
9.30 a m — {Introduction and Welcome ESG/PSK/CIEDS
9.45am
9.45 am to |Kali River Ecology and Forest Bhargavi S. Rao & Dr. B. K. Chakrapani
11.45am |[Cover
Tribals/Indigenous people of the |Tribal Representative/Ananth Chikkatur
region, their life, tradition, culture,
etc.
Pollution by West Coast Paper |Ananth Chikkatur/Rajmohan/Leo Saldanha
Mills and Follow up

Sand mining Pandurang Hegde
Dandeli Dam in the context of Leo Saldanha
other Dams on Kali

Kaiga Nuclear power plant
Bhoga/Citizens for Alternatives to Nuclear Energy
Ecotourism: Issues and John Pollard

Challenges

Third Naval Base at Karwar
Versus Project Seabird Commander John Jacob Puthur (Retd.)
Interlinking of Rivers: Impact on |Sarita Deshmukh/Leo Saldanha

UK due to Bedthi-Varda link

11.45am [Regulation, Compliance, Law Leo Saldanha/Pandurang Hegde
to 1 pm and Policy Issues
1pmto2 [Lunch

pm
2pmto4 |Discussion on issues relating to: |Climate of Fear that is preventing local citizen action
pm

Long term development issues of Uttara Kannada
Immediate Steps to protect Kali River Ecology and its people

Future Course of Action
Summarising Key Concerns Define Strategies for action

Interaction with Key Officials Potential Participants: Mr. R. V. Deshpande, Industries
from the Government and Minister; Mr. Alexander, Chairman, Karnataka State
Regulatory Agencies Pollution Control Board; Ms. Latha Krishna Rao, Secretary,
S5pmto7 Dept of Ecology and Environment; Representative of Central
pm Pollution Control Board
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Kali Bachao Andolan
PRESS RELEASE: 06 October 2003

KBA PROTEST ENTERS WEST COAST PAPER MILLS
Meet Shareholders at Annual General Meeting

Tn a dramatic move, Kali Bachao Andolan led a protest into the sprawling

campus of the West Coast Paper Mills (WCPM) in Dandeli, on 30 September, and
met with the shareholders of the company. A detailed account of this
significant effort is online at:
<http://www.narmada.org/related.issues/kali/ images/dandeli.protest.html>

The Annual General Meeting with Shareholders is an important day of
accountability for any public company. For decades, the WCPM has suppressed
evidence of the serious pollution that it is causing to the Keli River by
discharging untreated trade effluents. Many efforts to force the company to
follow legally required environmental norms has been in vain aided by lax
regulation.

Villagers from Kariampalli, worst affected by recent pollution by WCPM,
along with representatives of Environment Support Group, Parisara
Samrakshana Kendra, Alternative Law Forum and Samvada, rallied through the
Dandeli town and entered the WCPM campus in time for the Annual General
Meeting on the 30th afternoon. Heavy security and the presence of a large
posse' of police did not deter the campaigners in their peaceful entry to

the AGM, deep inside the campus. Once there, shareholders were met with
individually and pressed to hold their company leadership accountable for

their lax environmental management and criminal neglect of affected
communities.

The day was also significant, as it marked the closure of the deadline of

the Karnataka State Pollution Control Board for WCPM to install a secondary
effluent treatment plant. When senior managers were pressed to show the
plant, they deterred only to admit that it was unlikely that it would be

ready any time soon.

Clearly caught off guard, and deeply embarrassed, the Mr. Chandak, Executive
Director of WCPM, offered to meet with a key 'leaders' of Kali Bachao
Andolan. He was told that he must meet all, or none would meet him. Late

in the evening he complied with this demand, and the protestors took their
message into the company's Boardroom. Along with Mr. Chandak, all of his
senior staff was present. In over two hours of deliberations that followed,

the following statements were made:




Leo Saldanha, speaking for KBA and the affected villagers, charged the
company with:

* Willful negligence causing serious pollution of the Kali River, and

its ecology. Also that of extracting water from Kali River far in excess of
consented quantities, by tampering with water meters, both at the intake and
discharge points.

* Causing grievous injury and harm to villagers downstream of the

effluent discharge point.

* Criminal neglect of villagers affected by the pollution incident on

29/30 June 2003. Also of not providing drinking water facilities despite
the pollution of surface and underground aquifers being reported to be
serious for a decade now.

* Lax approach to statutory warnings requiring the company to install

a state of the art effluent treatment plant. This involved violation of a

key direction requiring the treatment plant to be ready by 30 September.
Further, carelessly discharging fly ash from the power plant, including in a
local college campus.

* Gross violation of production limits set, as the company was on

record that it was producing more than twice the consented quantity. This
resulted in more fresh water intake, and doubling of pollution, with
consequent adverse impacts on public health and environment.

* The company has wrongly claimed that this increase in production

will not increase the pollution load, in an attempt to dodge compliance with
a full environmental review requiring public involvement. The past five
years' environmental compliance reports filed by the company with the
Karnataka Pollution Control Board has too many factual inaccuracies and is a
copy-paste job across the years. It appears the regulatory authority has
colluded with the company by not examining such details and taking
appropriate action.

* Behaving in a manner as to threaten the local communities with dire
action if they questioned the company's errant behaviour.

He was also informed that Central Pollution Control Board and Ministry of
Environment and Forests had on investigation found the pollution of the

river to be extremely serious. Further, that KBA had brief the Chief

Minister of Karnataka Mr. S. M. Krishna, Karnataka Industries Minister and
Dandeli MLA Mr. R. V. Deshpande and Chairman of Karnataka State Pollution
Contro! Board Mr. J. Alexander on this continuing violation by the company.

Mr. Chandak had little to offer in explanation. He was also unable to deny
any of these charges. When the local villagers presented to him how

difficult their life had become because of his company's utter lack of
responsibility, he was constrained to offer some relief. Consequently WCPM
Executive Director Chandak made the following commitments:




1. WCPM will undertake the expenses of providing drinking water to all
villages affected by po lhﬂtﬂu'ﬂ of Kali due to dﬁQC]}“‘LTg@ of effluents.

2. WCPM will invest in 2 mobile medical unit to provide immediate
health relief to affected villa g
3. WCPM will accept monetary @ﬂaﬂ:m from all affected families. These
claims would include cost @f Ho%a of income and livelihood due to disease,
death and disease of cattle and failure of crops.

4. One year's livelihood support would be extended on claim to Jahnu, a

Gowli who suffered acute renal failure, and also his sister-in-law, who lost

an new born infant, due to pollution from WCPM.

Mr. Chandak also wmmmed that the production process would be modernized
to make it elemental-chlorine free, but not scon.

This process mar]ks an important departure in the nature of events in

Dandeli. For long local people have suffered enormously from the pollution

as they were r@y@am@dly threatened with job losses if WCPM was pressurized

to be mvﬂmnme“ﬂmaﬂh’ responsible. The apparent motive was to present WCPM

as the only economic option, and that implementing required poliution
control L“(,Tfﬂ@ﬂ“g} would force losses on the company. To suffer in silence,
despite a harsh existence, provided livelihood in the least. With this

protest, local people have now been shown the way ahead in negotiating a
etter deal for themselves and those who work in this large paper mill.

Should WCPM fully comply with law and implement all environmental measures,

s is clearly possible given its large cash reserves (about Rs. 150 crores
it tl ¢ least), then the serious pollution that it is causing for decades
ould be a thing of the past. For this a very strong regulatory regime is
imm@diaﬁ@ y required.

Consequently, we demand that the Karnataka State Pollution Control Board
should immediately take cognizance of the non-compliance of the 30 September
deadline for installing an effluent treatment plant, as per relevant

provisions of the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act. Unless

this is done, it would be imperative that the Board would be held

responsible for inaction along with WCPM.




October 1, 2003 Press Note

GOVERNMENT'S DOUBLESPEAK EXPOSED AS
THE KALI RIVER REFUSES TO DIE!

On one extreme the Government of India has made an endeavour to link the major rivers
of the country under an ambitious Rs 5,60,000 crores inter-linking of rivers programme,
but on the other it has not been able to save the 184 km long, perhaps one of the shortest

but strategically important river in the country, from virtual extinction.

At the core of the raging controversy is the proposed Rs 200 crores Dandeli Mini-Hydel
Project being executed by the private company the Murdeshwar Power Corporation

Limited. Once completed, this project will be the SEVENTH dam on this short river, ie.,

one dam on every 26 km stretch of the river, and will submerge 210 hectares of pristine

forests in the Western Ghats in the Karnataka.

SAVE THE KALI CAMPAIGN, led by noted environmentalist PANDURANG
HEGDE of Appiko fame, has drawn Karnataka Government's attention to this ecological
folly during the past one year. Padyatra's along the river, rallies in Bangalore and media
campaign have all been part of the Save the Kali campaign, Says Hegde, "' It is perhaps

our last chance to save the river Kali."

Pandurang Hegde presents hard facts to prove that indeed the government is on the wrong
footing. **The Government's decision to have the 7 dam at Dandeli is in gross violation
of a 1987 order by the government that had categorically stated that there will be no
further projects for diversion of forest land in the Kali Valley," asserts Hegde. The
fraudulent Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) report on the project by M/s Ernst &
Young was rejected following the exposure by the Parisara Samrakshana Kendra, a group
headed by Pandurang Hegde. To set the facts right, the government appointed The Tata
Energy Research Institute to conduct another EIA on the project. Pandurang Hegde

alleges, "It is no different either. It is old wine in the new bottle."

The government's insistence with the proposed dam will enhance the current installed

capacity of over 1600 MW by just another 18 MW. Further, this joint venture between




the Karnataka Power Corporation (KPC) and a private player the Murdeshwar Power
Corporation, will produce power at an incredible high cost of Rs 11 crore per MW
against Rs 0.7 crore per MW by the KPC. Clearly, the politician-bureaucrat-contractor

nexus lay exposed.

Since February 2003, SAVE THE KALI CAMPAIGN (Kali Bachao Andolan) has left no
stone unturned to highlight the plight of the poor people living along the banks of the
river downstream of the West Coat Paper Mills at Dandeli. This paper plant is dumping
untreated effluents into the river. Following peaceful protests, the management of the
Mill had agreed to install effluent treatment plant before September 2003. However,
neither has the company complied with its commitment nor has the Karnataka State
Pollution Control Board enforced the decision on the company. Thousands of people

downstream of the paper mill are being slowly poisoned.

Originating at Kushavali, on the border of Karnataka and Goa, the Kali drives its name
from the dark colour of its managese-rich waters. The river meanders through the unique
biodiversity of the Western Ghats along its short course of 184 kilometres in the Uttar
Kanara district of Karnataka before joining the Arabian Sea at the strategically important
port-town of Karawar. The river is the lifeline to some 4 crore people in the district and
supports livelihoods of tens of thousands of people including fishermen on the coast of

Karwar. The Kali offers a perfect natural corridor for wild elephants and black panthers.

SAVE THE KALI CAMPAIGN demands:

. No more dams on the Kali river.

. Stop pollution from thgl'paper mill.

. Stop illegal sand-mining on the Kali river.

. Put a stop to plundering of biodiversity in the Kali valley

Kali Bachao Andolan
Basavaraj Nilaya, Chowimath
Sirsi (Uttara Katnataka Dt.)
Karnataka - 581401

Tel: 91-8384-425139/42039

Email: appiko@sancharnet.in
KBA Website: http://narmada.org/related.issues/kali/
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Parisara Samrakshana Kendra Environment Support Group ®
Hulemalgi Building, Chowkimath S-3, Rajashree Apartments, 18/57,

Sirsi (Uttara Kannada Dt.) 1st Main Road, S. R. K. Gardens,

Karnataka 581401 Jayanagar, Bannerghatta Road,

Tel: 91-8384 425139/425039 Bangalore 560 041. INDIA

Fax: 91-4435450/ 427839 Telefax: 91-80-6341977 / 6531339/ 6534364
Email: appiko@sancharnet.in Email: esg@bgl.vsnl.net.in

KBA Website: http:/ /narmada.org/related.issues/kali/

PRESS RELEASE - 05 JUNE 2003

KALI BACHAO ANDOLAN
PROTESTS IN BANGALORE ON WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY TO SAVE WHAT
LITTLE IS LEFT OF THE KALI RIVER

Sunderlal Bahuguna launched the Kali Bachao Andolan in February this year. His message
was simple. We worship rivers in this great land, and yet there isn’t a single river that is free
of industrial and urban pollution. In Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Bengal, the holy Ganga has
little to demonstrate of its ageless grandeur, whilst in the mountains it is dammed
horrendously at Tehri. The story of Kali in the densely forested Uttara Kannada region of
Karnataka is no different.

Kali is a short river that emerges in the high mountain ranges of the Western Ghats, in Uttara
Kannada district of Karnataka. 184 kms. long, this river collects all the rich nutrients of the
thick and extraordinary forest growth along its banks, rendering her waters black from the
rich mulch; thus Kalinadi (meaning, black river). This most wondrous river of life, wherever
it flows, supports dense forests, life.

Today there is very little of the Kali left. Six major dams, a nuclear power plant, and a paper
mill have ensured that the glorious flow of this river down the mountains into the Arabian
Sea is frequently stopped, submerging some of the best forests in the Western Ghats. The
secrecy surrounding the Kaiga Nuclear Plant ensures that little is known about its polluting
impacts on the river and the forests. But the pollution from the West Coast Paper Mills is
there for all to see, at Dandeli.

Dandeli Dam never to be cleared:

The Uttara Kannada District Minister, and Government of Karnataka Industries Minister,
Shri. R. V. Deshpande, is now vigorously pursuing clearance for the 7th dam at Dandeli.

This dam is claimed as a “run of the river”, “mini-hydel” project, causing “little
submergence”. In reality, however, 8 kms. of the last flowing stretch of this 184 kms. long
river will be lost forever, and along with it 210 ha. of forests. This dam is proposed by the
Murdeshwar Power Corporation Ltd. to generate 18 MW of electricity, at a cost of about Rs.
200 crores. Making the power generated from this dam the costliest ever! Present average for
hydel stations ranges between Rs. 4 to 6 crores per MW of installed capacity.

Legally MPCL dam can never be accorded clearance. This is because the project proponents
presented two fraudulent Environment Impact Assessments in a rushed attempt to secure
environmental clearance for the project in the period of July - October 2000. The first was by
Emnst and Young, which completely plagiarised the EIA of the Tattihalla Dam, proposed at
the source of the Bedthi in neighbouring Dharwar district. Tata Energy Research Institute
followed soon after with an EIA that provided environmental and ecological information




unrepresentative of the Dandeli dam location. The Environment Impact Assessment
Notification clearly mandates that projects with wrong, misleading and fraudulent data,
presented twice, should be summarily rejected. The report of the Deputy Commissioner of
Uttara Kannada on the Environmental Public Hearing held in January 2001 clearly
documents this view, and endorses the affidavit filed by Environment Support Group in this
regard. Recently, the District Forest Officer in his recent report dated 19 February 2003 has
stated that “this proposal is undesirable from the forestry point of view” and “(h)ence, it may
be recommended to the Govt. for rejection”. Yet active plans exist to force clearance for the
dam.

Pollution at Dandeli:

The West Coast Paper Mills at Dandeli, once brought here to help improve industrial and
economic growth of the district, is today considered blight on the Kali. The effluents are
discharged without treatment into the Kali, mucking up the river’s ecology, polluting fields
and constantly affecting the lives of people, cattle and wildlife that depend on the river’s
waters. Following persistent pressure from the Kali Bachao Andolan, the Asst.
Commissioner of Uttara Kannada has initiated criminal proceedings against the company, but
the Karnataka State Pollution Control Board has done little to utilize its regulatory powers
and force the company into compliance.

Sand mining in the Supa submergence area is another serious threat to the river’s ecology.
The entire mining exercise occurs at a rampant scale and is wholly illegal.

The irony of Uttara Kannada’s power generation:

Uttara Kannada consumes less than 20 MW of the over 1600 MW of electricity produced
from hydel and nuclear sources in this district. This is a clear indicator of how little the
district has gained, especially considering that over the decades 32,000 acres of forestland has
been submerged for dams across Kali. Tens of villages have been displaced due to
submergence but very little in terms of rehabilitation has ever been achieved.

Kali Bachao Andolan Padayatra now reaches Bangalore:

Kali Bachao Andolan is thereby a voice of collective protest from the children of the
Kalinadi. They insist that enough damage has been done to the river, its people, its forests
and wildlife. This river has to flow for posterity, they insist. Not dammed, polluted and left
dying.

Pandurang Hegde led a Padayatra in February that coursed its way along the Kali and the
response has been enthusiastic. But the people of the river feel very let down by the State
Government that refuses to hear their voices. Compared with the high attention that the
Kaveri and Krishna receive from the Krishna Government, hardly any attention has been paid
to a river that is the most dammed in the country, and generates the highest hydel power
(1200 MW) despite its short course.

Demands of the Kali Bachao Andolan:

As the State holds celebrations on World Environment Day, Kali Bachao Andolan has come
to Bangalore, led by various tribal representatives from affected villages, to highlight that
true commitment for the environment demands effective action. The symbolic protest at the
Mahatma Gandhi Memorial held this morning is to highlight the little that the Karnataka




Government has appreciated of Kali’s importance and the concerns of the people from the
Kali Valley.

In its memorandum to the Chief Minister of Karnataka, KBA has demanded:

1. No more dams that cause submergence on the Kali. This decision would be in
accordance of Government of Karnataka’s order dated 19 May 1987 (NO. FFD 242 FGL
83) that following Kodsalli and Kadra dams, no more dams that cause submergence
would be allowed on the Kali. MPCL dam must thereby be summarily rejected.

. The pollution of the Kali river by West Coast Paper Mills at Dandeli must be
stopped immediately. The Karnataka Pollution Control Board must ensure that the
necessary environmental safeguards are installed, else the project authorities punished per
law.

. The rampant and illegal sand mining continuing in the Supa submergence area
should be immediately stopped, and the infrastructure engaged confiscated.

Worldwide Appeal to the Chief Minister:

The demand of KBA has found overwhelming support from Utttara Kannada, many parts of
the country and the world. Letters are pouring into the Chief Minister’s office urging him to
comply with these demands. It is time that the Karnataka Government complied with these
demands and secured the River’s ecological future, now and forever.

Pandurang Hegde Leo F. Saldanha
Parisara Samrakshana Kendra Environment Support Group
Sirsi Bangalore

Representatives of Kali Bachao Andolén




KARWAR
List of Eminent Personalities
Mr. Prabhakar Rane
Chairmen, Janashikshana Samsthan. Karwar.
Ph: 220093, 220285 (0) Karwar
Sidda 289525®

Sri.K.P.Naik
Naik Saniteryweare , Karwar.
Ph: 2260790 (o)
221675 (R)
Sri.R.D.Naik
Sri. B.B.Rane. Ph: 265866®
Dr.Y .R.Kulkarni, Chittakula, Ph: 265946®
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SUNDERALAL BAHUGUNA SUPPORTS KALI BACHAO ANDOLAN

Sunderalal Bahuguna of Chipko-fame visited the Kali River valley on 6 and 7
February 2005 to understand several issues related to the riverj He’wa,
accompanied by his wife Vimala Bahuguna, also an activis ,ﬂ,@ﬂfaknd
Chipko, his disciple Pandurang Hegde and other activists of Appiko (a
movement imspired by Chipko in the Western Ghats) anc ali Bachao Andolan,
Bahugunaji was shocked at the sight of the river in Dandeli, where the
effluents of the West Coast T Mills Limited is released untreated into

the river, thereby poll Sl a very high degree, The level of pollution
is =0 high that it renders t | ¢ 18 inking
purposes.

Bahugunaji's reaction when he saw a thick stream of effluents being released
into the wiver was: 'This is unbelievable! Tt is an act of poisoning and
killing River Kali. How can people downstream for 100 kms tolerate such
violation of human rights?"

Here's a detailed version of what Bahugunaji felt about the Kali river issue:

"Rivers are regarded as Mothers, all over the world, specifically in India
where our culture has its roots in nature. But the impact of materialistic
civilization has destroyed our culture so much that our rivers have become
garriers ‘of pollution,

"Kali River in Karnataka is a glaring example of this, where not only the
colour, but:dlse the quality of water has deteriorated to an extent that

human beings and cattle are miserably suffering by using its water.

1y is
miserable. They suffer from numerous undetected diseases. Pregnant women here
also suffer aborticns due to polluted water. The Gowli tribes have lost
thousands of their buffaloes that are the basis for their livelihood. These
people have literally lost everything.

"The condition of villagers in Kariampally and Harnoda along the riverbank

"It is strange that the authorities have cl
of theswillagers, If ¢ really mysterious
action against people who are committing
lifegiving woter.

"It is often said that environment cannot be saved at the cost of economic
development, but our Constitution has guaranteed “Rignt. o Life' £tg the
citizens and the violation of this right is not only violation of citizens
rights, but it is a serious challenge to the Constitution of OUE country,
"We demand that authorities concerned should vis
immediate action to stop the poliution. Tf
should be closed down to save

it the site
L i oot possibl
the river and protect human =a

and take
the paper mill

o
nd marine lives,

"Since February 2003, SAVE THE KALI CAMPAIGN (Kali Bachao Andolan) has left
no stone unturned to highlight the plight of the poor people living along the
banks of the river downstream of the West Coast Paper Mills Limited at
Dandeli. Following peaceful protests, the management of the Mill had agreed
to install effluent treatment plant before September 2003. However, neither
has the company complied with its commitment nor has the Karnataka State

Pollution Control Board enforced the decision on the company. As a result of




this inaction thousands of people downstream of the paper mill are being
poisoned."

Originating at Kushavali, on the border of Karnataka and Goa, the Kali
derives its name from the dark colour of its managese-rich waters. The ri
meanders through the unigue biodiversity of the Western Ghats along 1ts &
course of 184 kilometres in the Uttar Kanara district of Karnataka before
joining the Arabian Sea at the strategically important port-town of Karwa
The river is the lifeline to some 4 lakh people in the district and suppc
livelihoods of tens of thousands of people including fishermen on the coa

of Karwar. The Kali offers a perfect natural corridor for wild elephants
black panthers,

SAVE THE KALI CAMPAIGN demands

No more dams on the Kali River.
Stop pollution from the West Coast Paper Mills Limited.
Stop illegal sandmining on the Kali river,

Put an end to the plundering of

bicdiversity in the Kali valley

Kali Bachao Andolan
Basavaraj Nilaya, Chowimath
Sirsi (Uttara Katnataka By
Karnataka - 581401

Tel: 91-8384-425139/42039

Email: a piko@sancharnet.in

KBA Website: http://narmada.org/related,issues




PADYATRA ALONG THE BANKS OF KALI RIVER IN KARNATAKA

Background:

Kali is one of the important rivers flowing in Western Ghats in Karnataka.
It originates in Diggi in midst of evergreen tropical forests. The total
length of the river is 184 kms. Kali in Kannada means, “black”. The thick
forests in the catchment and the draining of the forest leaves make the
water black. Due to the dark appearance of the water, it is known as Kali.

In the catchment (adjacent to Goa) forest dwellers belong to Kunbi tribes

lead simple life in midst of forests. The catchemnt is destroyed due to

extensive open cast mining of manganese ore. Due to the pressure of the
environmental movement the government has banned the mining in the cathcment
areas. However in 1983 a Hydel dam was built across the river at Supa. This

has submerged 2000 hectares of tropical forests and has uprooted 32

villages. The irony is: the rehabilitation for the oustees has been done in

the catchment of the tributaries of Kali!

In 1996 another Hydel dam was built across Kali in Kadra and Kodasalli.
There are four dams across this river and there are plans to build more dams
to generate power.

In addition to mining and dams, the river water is polluted due to the
discharge of pollution from Dandeli Paper Mill and Kaiga Nuclear Power
Plant. Both these are situated on the banks of Kal/i. This has had adverse
affect on aquatic life and the fisherman. Many species of fish has become
extinct.

In order to raise the awareness among the people and to bring the issue of
Kali to the mainstream we are organising the Padyatra in the first week of
February 2003. (From 2nd Feb to 12th 2003). Local people and
environmentalists form different regions will take part in this Padyatra.
Pandurang Hegde undertook a similar Padyatra in February 1983 and this will
be the follow up after two decades. This is rare occasion to get to know the
condition of forests, and how a river is being destroyed in the name of
development. How to save the river and what are the possible actions for
future? Please join the foot march to save the Kali.

For further details contact:

Pandurang Hegde Email: appiko@sancharnet.in or appiko@vsnl.com
Appiko Andolan, Chowkimath

Sirsi,Uttara Kannada

Karnataka 581401

PH 0838 425139




Remarks of Central Pollution Control Board on WCPM Dandeli
(20.1.2003 to 24.1.2003)

. It was observed that the effluents from all three sections were in flowing to Effluent
Treatment Plant (ETP) units.

It seems due to non-availability of sufficient aeration system in both the lagoons the
D.O was found to be NIL all times.

. The oxidation ponds provided for STP were filled up with sludge and requires
immediate de-sludging in order to achieve better results.

. Lot of dismantling & expansion activities is going on through out the industry and it
has affected the over all house keeping needs to be improved.

. The MINARS point monitored under CPCB program is located near Bommnalli pick
up dam and this may be shifted to upstream aside at 500 m from the confluence point
in order to access the exact quality of the treated effluent discharged from the
industry.

. The industry claimed that by adopting latest technologies & reuse/recycle of the
effluents from different sections are going to decrease & thus the industry is likely to
discharge lesser pollution load to the environment. However, this can be verified or
measured only after completion of all their work. The present day pollution load
discharged by industry has to be matched & cross checked only after completion of
up-gradation project.

. As industry is in continuous process of modernization of plant, there is a probability
in increase of shock loads to ETP. This requires strict surveillance by KSPCB.

. There is less quantity of water available in the Supa reservoir and it is likely that there
will be less flow in the coming summer season. Hence the ETP upgradation work
has to be on war foot basis, otherwise the DO in the river may be affected.

. The industry has to provide the electronic meters to record the flow of treated effluent
immediately.

. There is much variation between the consented quantities of production (85500
MT/annum) against their actual production (119750/annum) leading to a big
confusion. Regional office KSPCB does not have any supporting record for that
claim.

- The industry already attained production capacity of 119759 MT/annum and after
expansion the production will be further increased to 163750 MT/annum. The
pollution load after increasing the production will be reduced by adopting latest
technologies. This requires further detailed investigation.

Source: Central Pollution Control Board report on Pollution of Kali River due to discharge of
effluents from West Coast Paper Mill Dandeli. January 2003.
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| HYDRO ELECTRIC PROJECT - FLOW CHART

UPPER KANERI DAM
TYPE - CONCRETE GRAVITY SUPA DAM

HEIGHT - 27.00 M TYPE - CONCRETE GRAVITY
LENGTH-163M ., HEIGHT - 101 M

FRL - EL 615.50 M LENGTH - 332 M

CROSS STORAGE - 16.30 MCUM. FRL - EL 564.00 M

INTAKE GROSS STORAGE - 4.178 MCUM,

WATER CONOUCTOR SYSTEM (WCS)

TATTIHALLA DAM

TYPE - COMPOSITE GRAVITY
HEIGHT - 44 M

LENGTH - 1315 M

FRL - EL 468.30M

GROSS STORAGE - 264 MCUM

TATTIHALLA
RIVER

§ HRT . < 4
& TYPE - HORSE SHOE ] 1
|| LENGTH - 9445 M B ¥

& DIA-7.93M

B BOMMANAHALL! PICK - UP DAM
INTAKE TYPE - COMPOSITE GRAVITY
APP.CHANNEL-122m HEIGHT - 30.45 M

Setbiehg el LENGTH - 1025 M
FRL - EL 438.38 M
—HEAD }R:%EJUWEL GROSS STORAGE - 87 MCUM

: " $¢—w—TATTIHALLA RIVER e |
SURGE TANK

| DIA-21.34M
| DEPTH-74M

UPPER EXPANSION
CHAMBER (UEC)

BOTTOM EXPANSION
CHAMBER (8EC)

PRESSURE SHAFTS
3 NOS. T

KODASALLI DAM

/ ; TYPE - COMPOSITE GRAVITY
- ~NAGJHARI POWER HQUSE HEIGHT -46 M

PENSTOCKS =5
e L AL s LENGTH - 502 M,
6NOS. .~ = FRL - ESL 75.50 M

LENGTH - 220 M : ‘ 2 GROSS STORAGE - 287 MCUM
DIA-35M S s

NAGJHAR! POWER HOUSE
INSTALLED CAPACITY - ;

5X135X+1X150 MW KODASALL! DAM POWER HOUSE
INSTALLED CAPACITY - 3X40 MW

KADRA DAM

TYPE - COMPOSITE GRAVITY
KADRA DAM POWER HOUSE > HEIGHT - 40.5 M

INSTALLED CAPACITY - 3X50 MW : LENGTH - 2313 M

FRL - EL 34.50 M

GROSS STORAGE - 389 MCUM
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PARYAVARAN RAKSHANA VEDIKE
DANDELI |

In recent days a weekly newspaper of Dandeli and some other Newspapers have carried
reports alleging to the effectthat Dandeli Paper Mills is letting out untreated effluent
into Kali river and thereby causing severe pollution and danger to pepole, cattle and
vegetation in that area. The Management of the WCPM Ltd., has totally denied these
allegations and after verifying the facts and visiting the alleged affected areas our forum
expresses its response to these things as follows :

The WCPM has been in operation for the last 40-45 years in Dandeli and is one of the
largest quality Paper Mills in the country which is a well known fact. It is also seen and
known by everyone the Paper Mill is having its own modern ETP which is being up-
graded from time to time and the norms and standards set by the State and Central
Pollution Control Board are being scrupulously adhered to West Coast Paper Mills is
also one of the environment conscious, socially responsible industrial unit responding
positing to the problems and aspirators of the people. There is no doubt that it is the life
line and pulse of the people of Dandeli. During all these years there has not been any
serious charges against this mill of violation of enviornment norms or of posing danger
to the normal life of the people around. Now this sudden baseless allegation and the
report that the mill has been letting out untreated effluent into Kali river causing danger
to people, cattle etc., is not only highly surprising but also raises serious doubts about
the real intentions of the allegers behind this.This also confirms that this is a mischie-
vous attempt by some vested interest groups.

If you look at the allegations made in the light of the facts and the realities this becomes
more clear. A Laboratory test report alleged to have been done on a sample of effluent
water in river kali has been published in a local Newspaper. The said report clearly
states that all the parameters are quite within the permissible limits of pollution norms
and sample is not potable only because of the colour which cannot be removed. Itis a
well known fact that there is no technology available at presentanywhere in the world
to remove colour of the paper mill effluent water. This confirm the fact that there are
no undesirable or dangerous chemicals present in the treated effluent water let out in
the Kali. Further the alleged report that the cattle that drink this water of Kali are dying
and vegetation is withering is also an exaggerated version far from truth.

£ ik

— e
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Obviously there has been a naive attempt to link some stray incidents of cattle and plants
affected by some other disease to this saying that the effluent being discharged by
WCPM is the cause. The allegation that the cattle and vegetation is adversely and dan-
gerously affected by the effluent water is not based on facts of reality. In view if this it
becomes crystal clear that the real intention behind such baseless allegation is to mis-
lead the public in this matter by creating wrong impression and misunderstanding
thruogh twisted facts and exaggerted observations thereby spreading confusion and
concern among the people. The actual purpose of the vested interest people behind
this is undoubtedly to gain selfish ends through black mailing tactics like this. The
vested threat of closing the factory by organising Rasta Roko com paings etc.,is also a
part of this overall blackmailing tactic. If these vested interest succead in their ulterior
purpose of causing the closure of the factory, itis shuddering to think its consequences.
Already some Industrial units of Dandeli have been closed down snatching away the
livelihood of thousands of peple of Dandeli. If the West Coast also closes down owing to
such selfish and mischievous tactics of the vested interests thousand middie class and
working class people will be thrown on the roads. People in general as well as intellec-
tual citizen of Dandeli have to give serious thought to this impending eventuality. They
mustalso seriously consider the attempts of blackmailers behind this and their public
credibility as well as the twisted and exaggerated news reports intended to create doubts
and confusion in the public mind and leading to public unrest.

It is not our puipcse fo state that the effiunet treatment adopted by the WCPM is
perfect and without blemish.. But there is no doubt that the Paper Mill is seriously trying
to update and modernise its ETP. It is iearnt that they have already placed order for a
Rs. 6.5 crore plant which wil! be installed soon which would further upgrade the ETP.
The mill believe they will continue to do so.. In view of thses we earnestly appeal to the
people of Dandeli not to be misled by the vilification compaign of the vested interests
but go by facts and understand the reality. The vested interests who are at present
working against pubilc interest mustalso realise thatin case they continue with such
false allegations compaigns and thrusts people in genreal, intellectual cross section in
particular and the pubtic interest organisations may have to start a parallei movement to
counter their pseude-movement.

For PARYAVARAN RAKSHANA VEDIKE, DANDELI
PRESIDENT
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Dear Mr. Chandak, we are really surprised as why you have panicked so
much and strategised to enleash violence on non violent protestors. We
have already informed highest police Officers in Bangalore and Karwar
about these threats on our life. If any violence erupts during the protest, the
sole responsibility is that of yours and WCP.

We once again clarify that we are ready for mutual discussion to resolve the
issue and we do not believe in propagating violence.

A healthy Kali river is more urgent need for WCP and Dandeli. And Kali
Bachao Andolan is basically for protection of Kali River.

Let us work together to save Kali.

UGADI greetings.

Pandurang Hegde

for Kali Bachao Andolan
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CHIPKO SPREADS IE

The Chipko
in south I:
Sirsi taluka has spread like wild fire and in eight fore
movement to
Belegadde, Husri, Nidgod, XKelgin Jaddi,
people succeded in stopping the felling of forest depart
of Sirsi forest diviasi . reoples' movement against the unscientifi

management ¢ forests has attracted global attention.

The movement is very crucial as it aims at two goals. First is to
preserve the remsining virgin forest and secondly to grow trees on
the barren lsznd nes illages. Par isars Sanmrakshana Xendras or
Environment Conservation Ce: 3 set up in each village is the unit

inmplementing the above

The western ghat belt is a icial area it is the catchment area

of important rivers of south India., It has the tropical rain forests
deciding the fate of e of dececan plateuv. This forest belt also
decides the course of monsoon winds. bLcolegical &x disturbance has
caused mejor problems of flood and drought in thewe areas. This has
made people t0 launch $xyks Chipko to restore the ecological balarice,

JThus the peoples' movement has attracted national and global attention.

Kerala Sahitya Parishad has asked to declare the wholé western shat
3

a8 Protection forest., The Chipko in szouth has created awareness in

“ ) g B cx e o o
all south Indian states,

The Karnateka State Forest Decartment has orderd to take assistance of
Police 0 crush the non voilent movemant. The forest experts in the
department are trying their best 1o curb the movement as unscientfic.

e = TR £ RPN et
However ithese efforts has

The Karmataks Forest Minister Jeevijaya responded $o the call of
movement and xreXyef orderd to stop felling im Sirsi forest division,
He assured to look into the matter personalily during his forthcoming
visit in last week of December., However these orders were totally
ignored by forest officials. ng of trees continued and the
people are still in action, hugging save them from axmen.,

This shows the determinatiocn of people

The movement is four months o0ld and it has already spread to adjacent
district Shimoga. ‘he youths din Sagar taluka have Luunmehed ke Chipko

Chipko people are demanding a total ban on commereial felling and

bagiec change in the farest pqlicv in support of agriculture.

Parisara oanmrakshna &enﬂ*a

Hulemalgi Building, Sipgi 531401, Karnataka
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PRESS RELEASE OF 18th JULY 1999

The Greenest Paper Mill in India
The Centre for Science and Environment releases the results of its Green
Rating Project on the Pulp and Paper Industry

New Delhi: The greenest paper mill in India is the JK Paper Mills (JKPM) of
Raygada of Orissa, according to the country’s first ratings of the Indian pulp and
paper industry carried out by the New Delhi based Centre for Science and
Environment (CSE). JKPM is followed by Andhra Pradesh Paper Mills Ltd.
(APPML) and the Ballarpur unit of Ballarpur Industries Ltd.

Sinar Mas Pulp and Paper, based in Pune district has also turned out to be a
relatively cleaner mill. It was not, however, given a rating because the mill was not
in operation during the period for which the performance of all the other mills was
analysed. The mills which came at the bottom of the rating were Grasim Industries
Ltd, based in Kerala, and Amrit Papers and Mukerian Paper Mills both of which
are located in Punjab. The exercise was done under the green rating project of the
CSE.

To arrive at a rating, a mill is evaluated using over 100 criteria under three
categories - the corporate environment policy and management systems, the plant-
leve] environmental performance, and the perception of the mill’s environmental
responsibility, including that of the local community. JKPM, for example, scored
above 50 per cent in both environmental policy and community perception but got
Jjust 19 per cent in plant level performance. Most of the mills that were rated low
were found to be having no environmental policy and using outdated technology.
The rating process took about 18 months. In this period, environmental reports
from Western countries were also consulted to get an idea about the best practices
across the world. Then companies were sent outquestionnaires to fill in.

Former Finance Minister Dr Manmohan Singh, who chairs the project advisory
panel, underscores the importance of the project. " Being environmentally-friendly
is not only a moral obligation, it also makes good economic sense.... Ultimately a
country like India cannot be governed by ever expanding regulations.... We must
develop a more participatory style of management and regulations which rely
more and more on self performance and self improvement. And ratings can help. in
inducing that change in mindset," says Dr Singh.

"What surprised CSE most was the willingness of the mills to give out
information. We never expected a 100 per centresponse," says Anil Agarwal,
Director of CSE. Twenty eight plants with a capacity of over 100 tonnes per day
production were approached by CSE to reveal information. Initially only one
company did so. But as the deadline approached all companies sent in the details.
These mills produce over 50 per cent of the country’s paper and board.
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The green rating report reveals, however, that the environmental health of the
sector overall is not very good. Not one mill could get a five leaf rating (75-100
weighted score) or a four leaf rating (50-75 weighted score). Only two companies
scraped into the three leaf category. As many as 12 companies were in the very
poor one leaf category. The sector is plagued by resource use inefficiency,
improper sourcing of raw material, outdated technology and a highly wasteful and
polluting production process. The pulp and paper industry is one of the oldest in
sheet India. By international standards India is still a very low producer and consumer
of paper. The aggregate capacity of Indian mills is not enough to meet the
demands. Even pulp is in short supply and is usually imported. In the last 10 years
or so, due to environmental concerns many modifications and upgradations have
taken place in the industry in the West. However, to make these investments
economical the size of the mill has to be much larger than what it is in India.
Indian mills are normally one-tenth the size of foreign mills and hence very
polluting. An average large-scale Indian mill has a capacity of 33,000 tons per
annum while a large mill in Brazil or Sweden has a capacity of 3,00,000 tons per
annum. Unless the paper industry upgrades its technology not only will it face an
economic threat from foreign competitors but it will also continue to be a highly
polluting sector.

entation

The paper sector according to the green rating project has to improve its efficiency

in the use of water, chemicals used for bleaching, energy and fibre. No policy has

been developed by the government to help this sector promote farm forestry to

source hardwood and bamboo for producing pulp. Even the 1988 forest policy

says that commercial wood needs should be met from farmers. A few companies

have, nonetheless, made some efforts to promote farm forestry to meet their wood . ’
needs. Worse still while almost 30 per cent of paper is recycled in India, it is not

recycled to make paper. This is in stark contrast with countries like Japan that

recycle 60 to 70 per cent of their paper. Also India today imports waste paper for

the pulp and paper Industry.

The global debate over the use of chlorine free bleaching has largely bypassed the
industry in India. Almost all mills continue to use chlorine to bleach paper. Use of
chlorine can release a lot of dioxin and other chloroorganics that can enter the
food chain. They have strong cancer causing properties. Though the pollution
control boards have standards for AOX (total organochlorides) releases but no
agency is monitoring their levels in the effluents.

Freshwater consumption by Indian mills is dangerously high for the health of the
water bodies. To produce one tonne of paper an Indian mill can use as much as
250 cubic meters of water, as opposed to 25 cubic meters in the industrialised
world. Water is priced in such a manner that profligacy in its use is encouraged.

about us
down to earth

environmental \fiis should think in terms of harvesting rainwater and recycling it. A calculation
reSources made by Sinar Mas shows that it can meet 50 per cent of its current water needs

environment  through rainwater harvesting.
and you

calendar
campaigns

The green rating project already seems to be having some impact on the industry.
The project has helped to take the issue of environmental management to the top

Howe management levels of the pulp and paper companies.

FEEDBACK
CEOs and top managers of 71 per cent of the companies interacted directly with

SEARCH 8§E during the project. Senior managers of 43 per cent of the companies visited

PUBLICATIONS

At the outset of GRP only one pulp and paper mill had a formal environment
policy, namely JK Corporation, which also has an ISO 14,000 certification. By the
time the ratings were finalised 9 companies had an environment policy statement.
"Honefiillv all these comnanies will nerform hetter when we rate them aoain in
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