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The statusofbirds 152
+ 'thermomoter'of the city's %

health, ardwhen they g@
.with thewind, it wise io
situp and take note.

By SUMTA CEAKRABERTY
NOCK Knock
Whooo! Whooo!!
A round head with large
eyes peered out of a hol
low in an ancient tree

trunk Asquat brown figure came out
fussily bobbing and staring at the in
truder as 1f to ask What do you
want?

Subramanya grinned happily at
his suspicious host the spotted owlet

Those days perhaps a decade ago
Subramanya had the addresses of a
bevy ofhis feathered friends even that
ofafalcon arare southern inhabitant
Of course the majestic falcon per
ched on a twig platform high up on a
talltree perhaps the discarded nest of
a crow - could hardly be expected to
exhibit the owlet s hospitality taking
off instead with a shrill wheeeee
when his human visitor arrived tap
ping on the trunk

For 15 years now S Subramanya
a scientist at the University of Agri
cultural Sciences has had this pas
sion for birds But his list of bird
addresses has shrunk Many of theold
trees have got the axe and with them
haye vanished the homes their hol
lows and forked branches

The hole nesting birds have suf

Ranjit Dan elefa reasearcher at the
Indian Institute of Science Although
by a stretch of the imagination the
garden city epithetmay still fit Bang
alore the native plants have been giv
ing way to exotic varieties introduced
under the social forestry programme
For instance an alien acacia has vir
tually pushed the Indian one into the
wilderness The foreign trees are
favoured because they grow fast and
are less dependent on water But the

local birds have not taken tothem fail
ing to scrape out nests in the harder
wood probably one reason why one
doesn t often see a woodpecker these
d2)s Besides several other families of
birdsmake their homes ready made
or abandoned holes in trees Even a
tree stump before it is flattened de-
serves asecondthought some of them
being ascetic bird a» trams

Birds have always been a timely in
dicator of subtle changes in the en
vironment It was birds which
brought home the deadly consequ
ences ofDDTpersisting in foadchains
and sosystems without breaking
down chemically The minamata syn
drome surfaced in Japan w.th a dead
bird mercury poisoning has
also been suspected in the fish at Bina
ga Bay off the Karwar coast

Birds seeing the world theway we
do unlike say bees with ultraviolet vi
sion aremore attuned to us thanmost
othermammals which dependmainly
on their keen sense of smell (having
poor vision) and are active at night

In the old days before the advent of
Davy s safety lamp every coai mine
used to have its complement of love
birds A miner would carry a caged
lovebird a sacrificial lamb to carbon
monoxide saving theminer s life pro
vided he kept himself aware of the
birds condition Similarly the status
ofbirds isa thermometer of the citys
health and when they go with the
wind itis wise to sit up and take note

Thankfully the species of bird
watchers has heen a.growing fraterni
ty drawn by the attractions of an out
door hobby needing little specialisa
tion One of the most active such
groups the city is the Birdwatchers
Field Club of Bangalore which this
year completed a waterbird census
under the auspices of the Internation
al Waterfowl Research Bureau Lon
don For an exercise by an informal
group the coverage was extensive -
97 tanks and around Bangalore
out of the total 109 tanks larger than
10 ha within a radius of 35 km from
thecity About 37 700 birds of 51 spe
cies were counted 87 per cent of them
being migrants A peculiarity was
that the South Bangalore tanks were
twice as rich as those the northern
part

According to Subramanya a key
member of the census team the tanks
had their share of uncommon species
and spectacular numbers At Hos
kote tafik alone more than 6000
ducks were counted and at Henna
gara the tally was about 5000 The
most interesting sightwas that ofover
500 Little Grebes at Varthur tank The
LittleGrebe with diminutivewings 1s
normally sedentary changing its
habitation only when driven by
drought This chestnut brown duck 1s
an expert diver vanishing underwa
tern aflash leaving scarcely a ripple
on the surface To use SalimAlis lne
When fired at with a shotgun the
bird has often dived before the charge
can reach it!

See BIRDS, page 6

subtlerway too says

woodwa
THE FURNITURE PEOPLE

BRIGADE ROAD, BANGALORE-560 025 Tel: 568 257, 564 342

m s



THE TIMES OF INDIA ¢ FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 1989

BIRDS: Take themunder
f

ity Once upon a

Continued from page 1

was another uncommon visitor seen nest

fuelwood requirements The plants scene disheartening Subramanya

forcoots duck hkebirdswhichblow the JP Na and vegetables and fruits at the horticultu

kingfishers theywere strategic
Tne census tearr¢ _ feedingperch Andforducks they

ance that village
irngation tanks ~~~ a 1

pheasant tail Nellore

safe for birds a

ravages of sew enabling the col $25

agricultural fields the team found stemsandleaves Now itsmostlya Urad ¢ 1230

birdswerebeing hunted AtDodda jacanawas spotted at Lalbagh Moo ¢ 13.00

Jowar

and thepintailwhich come to the
¢ 300

Talking to villa Tamar nd 200
gers ey found nesthngs ¢ 600
poaching" was The beautiful Copra

with its constant Peas

frequent the vil Bangalore for Saffola $45 10

three years or at Safal
Fruit

they dont find been seen 1n all Safal Apple #120
4 650

Grape

Mosamb
loading

@ 400
guns

can teamupwithagroup One informal

ZafarFutehally meaningofbirds topossess them They

Birds hit by these notes hopping #100
300

to be a pair in Mutton $38 ATA
isonin

ANNOUNCING
ECONOMICAL INTERNA
TIONAL AIR TICKETS
© BOMBAY BANGKOK
BOMBAY Rs 4298/-
e BOMBAY BANGKOK
SINGAPORE BOMBAY
Rs 5400/-
© BOMBAY DUBAI-

Designer Doors
from Mahalsa

@PRIVATE LMIEDe

NAYAK

WOODCRAFTS
j

Sophia s Choice 7 St Marks Road,
Bangalore 560001 PH 210561

BOMBAY Rs 4187/

THE
OCTOBER 1989 Issue Rs 6.00

ASTROLOGICALMAGAZINE
edited by Dr B V Raman

SOME CONTENTS

MY EARLY EXPERIENCES IN ASTROLOGY (Editorial)
The Coming Parliamentary Elections » Planets and
Election Prospects in India » How will Jupiter s Transit of
Gemini Affect You »and Other Regular Features Gs Blue Wile

1

DEAN'S
AUTO CONSULTANTS

COMPUTER '

Consultancy

AND SELLERS OF INDIAN &
IMPORTED CARS

@ Sales & Servce
@ Installations

Benson Town
Bangalore 46CHICKPET BANGALORE 560053 §

AUTO
ASSOCIATES

Buyers and Sellers for
Cars Scooters and

BANGALORE 567 Oud

A

GENERATORS
NDUSTR BUILDINGS,

MOSPITALS, SHO

HEATRES etc
5 KVA -1000
outhern

O erc
PRIVATE LIMITED

Shekar Bhavan 26/24 Abshot Layout Near
Wndsor Manor Hote Sankey Road Cross
Bangalore 560052 Phone 27255 27388

ADVISORS FOR BUYERS
@ Data Processing

Tranng offered at

ENSTPROMEENTTS RANK INSTITUTE

Bangalore 560 025

Maxwell Marketeers
Power Cults Can rum your business
Be Smart
Contact
63 2ndACross JC Road
Bangalore - 560 002

{ Oin
Ph Res 27519 Res 238348

Tm

O E Assemblers for Kirloskar/Cummins/Leyland Engineswith Kurloskar/
NGEF Alternators Range - 1 - 1000 KVS

BEST
CYCLE CO.

ARCOT SRINIVASACHAR STREET
Bangalore 560 053.

CYCLE & CYCLE PARTS & STEEL FQRNITURE BABY CARS
TRICYCLES PARAMBALATORS STROLLERS BABYWALKERS

SCOOTERS Etc

Auctioners

infantry Road
Bangalore - 560 001


