Reddy of Camara Circle 31 Fareh 1€

Discussion with Conservator of Forests, Shri Yellappa
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do something about it ?

C. The government has already agreed to give certain trees for
the plywood factory. ie c fm dly do anythingin this matter.
It is all voliticel deces on. We myself and Shyam Suhder had

suggested about ten year& back that no new licences should
be given for opening new plgwood factories, But théy do not
bother the advice of Conservators or the foresters., Today
there zre 17 plywood factories in Karnateka. Really with the
the existing growth of timber stock we cen not supvly the
raw materials for even five industries. 50 at present we are
supplying only twenty to thirty percent of the raw material
rﬁqulrment of these plywood industries.

PH, I fully agree with you that it is a political decesion
that you have to work umnder undue political pressure. But
you stop the felling in Vannalli area where the plywood
ing is stopped by Appiko ?
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. 1he ply wood factory is given certain areas to ‘work with
and no one can stop them,.They are already suffering from the
shortage of raw matéerial and now thevy are even importing it
from Africa and Burma,

The forest Minister under the nres sure of CM has telephoned me
to”asklwhEther thgy can get some raw material from the forests
f North canara for the plywood factory of Mafetlals which is
clo ed. There is also pressure from the industuries minister.
I have clearly told them that not a single tree is availible

'from>tnev;oreqts of North Canara. '

From: next year onwards we are restricting the felling of
tre s fay tpe raw materlls for. theﬂe industries only tO those




which is be ‘berg mde he Kali Hyvdel project
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PH o0 you mean there wil! e no 1m1m1ng of green trees
the forests of notth kanara circle in the coming yesrs?
the e yartmental logging will not be carried in th comin
vyeares

C. Mo, The need for the people will be met by extracting the
timber and the fuelwood from the submergence areas. We will
give rest to the fore&ts of this circle for about: three to
four years. I have 1 already submitted the file requesting the
erarﬁ;ent to consent fo r this arrangement.

PH It is really encouraging to know that your visioh is very
clear and 1. appreciate that we have a forest officer like you.

¢ See there are many forest officers who are real conservators
But the political hand ﬁlayb the main role.

PH Another point that I wanted to disucss with you is related
to the difficulties facxed by villagers in setting the wood
required by them to Puild their house or for necessary
repairs,

Even the dead and fallen trees near the village is not allowed
to be used by the wvillagers. They are taken by the forest
officisls to the timber deptos. It becomes very difficult for
the village people to get wood for their basie rrequirments.
The orivilages is taken away and people are put to more
difficulties. And this is done to turn the veople against the
a ,)pli‘—‘-’ = : :
¢. (Becomes very emotional and talks or in better aordg fires
out his emotionally charged words for about an hour).

#hy should we give you trees? You have cut down all the trees
and now you @sk for privilages. Have you ever planted trees

to ask for orivilages ? The land given to you is barren and
you lop them for a meagere green manure. At this time when
you get lot of fertilizers you chop the trees. Here you destro
the trees and there you do not want to give trees for the
plywood factory ?

What do you thik you are Hr Hegde? I damn care for the Appiko
or to the people. That day in front of the forest minister
vou askee whethe theX trees were cut in the slones and that
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this was wrong according to the working plens. I wzmmx say
what do you know about the forestr v? Do vou know tha
have put in twenty years of service as the forester and
Ll draw a salary of rupees four thouscan per month, g
very much pained when you questioned this base of our
What do you know of forestry 2 You are siml~ doingall
for publicity.
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C. Do you know how many times I have goneagainst the wishes
of m¥p 7politicians to fight the cause ? I have risked my
life to save forest.

Your people do not want to grow trees and now if the plywood
factory comes to take few trees to utilise it properly you
raise hue and cry. What is this Hegde ? Is not the land
given for pravilages to the people a catchment area ? Then
why 8o you cut the trees there ?

YouPp people have been felling trees in the forest to cultivate

and you burn thousand of trees . At least the plywood factory
manifactures items which is useful =nd which brimgs the
money. What do you do ? _imply burn them. What have you done
regarding this ? :

Why should you be given privilages at all? Why wood at a
cheaper rate for yow ? Have you ever grown trees? How
many trees have you, _ppiko people grown 7 :

Attempts by Pandurang Hegde to explain that we also have g
tree planting programme is not given attention by the conser-
vator. the meetings ends with the officer pouring out his
anger against Appiko,.

Pandurang Hegde
April 1, 1984,




