AVIFAUNA OF HAZARTBAGY DISTRICT

By Jarmal Ara

The first published work on the avifauna of Hazaribagh district
was the paper oy V.Ball on the birds of Chota Nagpur which appearsd in

Stray Feathers in 1874 and 1875. Captain R.H,Baillle contributed a paper

on the subject to the Journal of the Bengal Natural History Soclety,

Volume XX,1946. Dr S8.C.Law,Professor of Zoology,Calcutta Universlity,who

has had considerable experiencé of the district made a number of observations
on Captain Bailliet's paper in the sams journal in its volume XXTIII in 1948,
Rx}x The late E.H.N.Lowther, a railway official who in 1946 wrote the

book A Bird Photographer in India also worked in northern parts of the

district‘along the railway and obtained some excellent photographs,
particularly of the Crested Swift at nest neér Hazaribagh. Black and white
reproductions of geveral Hazaribagh birds can Rex be seen in that books
Most of the commoner birds of Hazarxthaghxe the dlstrict can be
jdentified with & little practice by comparison with the coloured plates

and field characters glven in the Book of Indian Birds published by the

Bombay Natural History Soclety,il4 Apollo Street,Bombay, and Salim Ali's

Hill Birds of India,Oxford University Press,Calcuttas

It is surprising that so 1itt1§ work has boen done on this big
district which being most centrally=-situated {n Bihar should have been the
type-area for the study of the avifauna of the State.

The location of Parasn&th Hill,over 4,000 feet above xxax sea-level,
in this district is ornithologically fmportante.It is likely habitat for
many Eastern Himalayan species not found in the lower country around and
deserves to be intensively worked. Sore Himalaven species instead of
shifting merely from a higher to lower level in winter migrate over many
degrees of latitude to reach 1life zones,analogous to thelr summer habitats,
on mountains situated in southern and warmer regions (Famliiiar examples of
such "mountain-top migrants" are the Woodecock (Scolopax rusticola), the
Tndian Blue=Chat (Luscinia brunnea) and the Pied Ground-Thrush(Geoclchla
wardi).These blrds have their home in the Himaleyas in the sense that they
breed only there,but they habitually spend the winter in the Nilgiris.From
the fact that they are so rarely met with in the intervening country it

has been presumed so far that they perform their journeys between the

Himalayas and the Nilgiris in a single hop covering from twelve to fifteen




P
fiiteen hundred miles,It is possible that these mountain-top Vigrants use
‘the ;ar;snath Hill as a halt on their long journeys during spring and
AMMKER auturneAn early‘investigation of this mxmxxik possibility 1is
necessdrye : L

The present list has been cdmpiled out of the work of all observers
from Ball to Low%her'and as a r%éult of two seasons of field work in the
distriet Hu“*nv:+Hé vears 1948 ;hd 1950,

The following are the breedlng birds of the district: Jungle Crow
(Corvus macrowwvnchus), House Crow (Corvus colendens), Tree-Ple (Crypsirina
vagabunda),Grey Tit{Parus ma jor),Yellow= cheeked Tit(Parus xanthogenys),
Jungle Babbler(TuﬁdoidPs sommervillei), Comﬂoh Babbler (Turdoides caudata),
Rufous-bellied Babbler(Dumetia hyperythera), Yellow~eyed Bgbbler (Chrysomma

inensiq),Quaher\gggblmr( Alcippe polcephala), Common Iora(Aegethiqia
tiphia), Varsual%fé Iora(Aegethina niﬁrolutea),Gold-fronted Chloropsis
(Chloropsis aurifrons), Jerdon's Chlnnopeia(ﬂh&xm Choloropsis jerdonii),
Red-venteduéulbul(Pynnonotus cafer), Red-whiskergéﬂBulbul(Eycnonotus
Jocosa),dhit,gbfeﬁed~8ﬁ£gal(Pycnonobugﬁiuteoluq),Spottad Grev Creeper
(Salpornlg spilonotus),&zx Stone~chat(sa“icola caprataZ—Brownechked
Rob*n(Sax*coloides fulicate), quval(Consyohua saularis), Oragéé-headed
Ground Thrus?(Zoothera citrina),Brown Fiycatcher(Alseonax latirostris),
Paradise Flvéat her(Terpsiphone paradjsea) Black-napeﬁJBlue Flycatcher
(Hypnthvmis azurea),White- browed Pantall P’vcatcher(Fhipidura aureola),
Grey Shrike(La“ius ekcubitor),%ay-bacled Shrike (Lanius vittatus),
Blac\—headed Shrike (Lanius schach), Rufous-backed Shrike(L.s.nigriceps),
Wood Shrike(Tephrcuornis pondicerianus), Scarlet H nivet (PePicrOcotus
flammens ), Short billéé Minivet(Pericrocotus brevirostris) Sm&ll Minivet
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(Pericrocotus cinnamomeus) White._ bellied Mlnivat(Perxcrocotus erythro= (quyy-ys—
pygius), Black-headed chkoo Shrike ( Coracina sykeSL1ff/Ashy owallqu,
Shrike( Artemus fuscus), Black Drongo(Dicrurus nacrocercus) Gﬁggvg;ongo
(Dicrurus longicaudatus), White-bellied Drongo(DicruPus X caerulescens),
Large Racket-féiled Drongol Dicrurus paradiseus), Tailor Bird (Orthotomus
sutorius),Streaked Fantail Warbler(Cisticola juneidis), Franklin's Wren

Warbler (Frankiliana gr301lis),Rufous-fronted Wren Warbler(Frankiliana

W gl
buchananii),Ashy Wren Warbler(Prinia soclalis),Jungle Wren Warbler

(Prinig sylvatica), Indian WP§HJWarbler(”rinia inornata), Indian Oriole
(Ori olus oriolﬁs) Blacl—headed Oriole(Orlolus xanthornus ),Grey~-headed

Myna (Sturnus malabaricus), Black-headed Myna(Sturnus pagodarum)}, Common
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,“C!mm‘ Man(Stur'nus friqtfs),Bank Myna (Sturnus ginginianus),Jungle Myna

x‘(SLuP”US fhecus), Pled Myna(Sturnus contra), Bu} (Ploceus philippinus),Black-

thro.ted Baya(Ploceus benghalensis),White-backed Munia(Lonchura strlata),
White-throapgg( Munia(Lonchure malabarica),Spotted ﬁﬁnia(Lonchura punctulata), |
Re Wﬁgi"(@qtrilﬂ. amandava),Yellowsthroatec Sparrow(Gymorhis xanthoecollis),
House Sparrow(Pa ser domesticus),Crested Buntwvb( Melophus latrhami), DPusky
Mrtin(,ﬁipa—p}&-mmﬁ Wb ek butl el Builtow (Blrinde selshii)
Clifte SWdllow(leuﬁdo fluvicola), Red-rumped Swal ow( Hirundo daurica),
Large Plbd Wa tail(MotacLlla madwdspu,bgﬁls) Inqun PLp¢t(Anthu< rwohardi

o \f
rufulus) Skadrk(Alauda gulgula ), Bush Lark(Mirafa assamica), Red=-winged

-
Bush Lark( Mirefa eryth?optera),ﬁufousmtailed Finch Lark( Ammomanes
phoenicura), Ashy-crowned Ilncn;udrktbremogter X grisea),;Whi tb ‘Eye (Zosterops
palpeberosa), Purpls Sunbr:d( Necfan¢na dqldthi),Libkell'ﬂ Tlogeruecker
(Dicasum ervthrorhynoham),¢hick bédlled }loqfﬂpeofeﬂ(ﬁi caeum agile),Little
Scaly-belied Green WOodpecPer(Picus vittatus), Marhatta Woodpecker(DendPo-
copus mahrattensis), Pigmy wabdpecxer (Dendrocopus moluccensis), Golden-
backed Woodpecker(Dinopium benghalense),Black:backéd WOodpecker(Chrysocol-
apteﬁ festivus),Tickell's Goldenzg;;ked Woodpecker( Chrysocolaptes lucidus),
Northern Greéﬁ/Barbet( Megalaira zeylenkca), Crimson-breasted Barbet( Msga=-
laima haemecephala), Indian Cuckoo (Cuculus micropterus),Large‘HéWk
Cuekoo( Cuculus sparveroide 5 fdpih (Cueulus varius), Plaintfﬁé”Cuckoo
(Cocomantié merulinus),Drongo Cuckoo(Surniculus lugubris), Pled-crested
Cuckoo(Clamator jacobinus),Koéi(Eudynaris scolopacea), Large G;ééh-bjlled
Malkoha(Rhopodv*es tw¢st¢s),u*rkeer Clckoo(Tdcuoucua leschenaulti), Crow
Pheasant(Centropus s;nensis),Large Indlan Parskeet(Psitsacula eupatria),
Rose-ringed%ﬁawakeet(PSittacula krameri),Indian ﬁ%iiar(coracias benghalensis),
Green Bee-eater(”erops orientalis), Hlue—tsi]eévéep-eater (Merops philippinus),
Blue-beardedhéeo-eater( Nyctiornis athertoni), Pied V"ﬁgf*sher(Ceryle rudis),
,Common Kingfisher(Alcedo athis), Stork-billed Kingfisher (Ramphalcyon capensis)
White breasted Fingfisher(Halcyon smyrnensis),®km Grey Hornbill( Tockus

birostris), Hoopoe(Upupa epops),Malabar ‘Trogon(Harpactes fasciatus), Hoase

,”"

Swift (Apus affinis), Palm Swift(Cypsiurus parvus ), White-rumped Spinétail
\ (Indicapus sylvaticus), Crested Swift(Hemiprocne coronata),Long-talled

Nightjar(caprimulgus macrourus ), Jungle Nightjar(Caprimulgus indicus),

FT&nklin'c Wi5qtjar(0aprimulguq montjcolus), Indiian Night jar(Caprimulgus
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a81aticus), Indian Barn Owl(Tyto alba), Erown Msh Owl (Bubo zeylonensis),
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ve@nensis ),Great Horned Owl (Bubo bubo),Dusky Horned Owl(Bubo

eoroﬁandus),Col}greddécops Owl(Otus =xm asio),Spoi}id Owlet (Athene
brama), Jungle leet(Glaucidium radiatum), Brown Haﬁ& Owl( Ninox
scutulzta),Pondicherfy Vultq;e(sarCOgyps calvus), Griffon Vulture

(Gyps- fulvus), Long-billea/%ulture(Gyps irdicus), White-backed Vulture
(Pseudogyps bengslensis), Scavenger Vulture( Nephron perencpterus),
Laggar Falcon(Falco jugger),Redwheadéd4Nerljn (Falco chiquera),

Tawny Eagle(Acquil& rapax), Snall Spbf%ed Eegle (Aquila pomarins),
Crestéﬁﬁigwk Eagle(Spiidctus cirrhatue ), Short-tosd Eagle (Circaetus
ferrox),Crested Serpent Hagle( Haematornls cheela), Whiteesyed Buzzarsd
Eagle(Butaster teesa), RalmsmmmEmFhshgim Pallasts Fiéhing Eagle
(Haliastus leucoryphus),Brahmiﬂy Kite(Hallastur indus), Pariah Kite
(Mtdlvus migrams),Bla¢kéwihged ¥ite( Elanus caeruleus),Shikra (Accipiter
badius ), Crested Honéy Buzzard( Pern‘srptilorhynchus),Green Pigeon
(Treron phoenicoptersa), Oranggabreaéped Green Pigeon( Dendrophssaa
bicincta),EmePaid uqve(Chalcophaps indica),Blue Roéi'?igeon (Columba
livia),Rufous Tufﬁie Dove (Streptopelia orientali.), Spottédrbove
(Streptopelia chinensis), Little Brdﬁﬁ Dove (Streptopelia senegalensis),
Ring Dove (Streptopelis decaocto), Red Tﬁ?éie Dove (QOenopopelis
tranquebarica), Painteigéaha Grouse ( Pterocles xmaxrx indicus), Cgﬁhon
Sand Grouse( Pterocles exustus),Peéfggi(Pavo REX cristatus), Red o
Junglé Fowl(Gallus gallus),Red Sﬁd; Fowl(Galloperdix spadicea), Pafﬁféd
Spur Fowl(Galloperdix lunulata),Grey“Qﬁail(Coturnix coturnix), Juhgle
Bush Quail( Perdicula asiat;cg),Blewitt';vg;sh Quail (CryptOplectggp
erythrorhynchum), Black Pﬁ%tridge( Franeolinus francolinus), Painted
Partridge( Francolinus nictus), Grey Pafﬁridge(?}ancolinus pondicerianus),
Bustard Quéil(Turnix(suscitator),WhiteabreastéHNWaterhen (Amauronis
phoenicurua), Mooﬁhén (Gallinula chloropus), CBoﬁ (Fulica atra), Bronze=
winged Jgg;na (Metopidius indicus), Pheasantiﬁéiled Jacana (Hydrophafianus
chirurgus), Painted Snipe (Rmzkrzkxkax Rostratula benghalensis),Leéser
Florican(Syphoetides indica),Stone Plover gBurhinus cedicnemus),Indién
Courser(Cursorius coromandelicus),Whiské%éd Tgrn(Chlidonias leucopareia),

River ¥amx Tern(Sterna aurantia), Black-bellied Tern (Sterna melanogaster),
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Little Ringed Plover(Charadrius dubius), Spur Winged Plover( Hoplopterus

duvauceli), Red WattledrLapwing(LgSiganellus indicus), Yélléw Wattled

Lapwing (Lobipluvia malabarica),Shéé(?halacrOcorax fusicollis),Little




hinga a), White Ibis

melanocephalus), Black Ibis(Pseudlbls papilosa Y,White=-necked

a eplscopus),Adjustant Stork(Leptopllos dubius ), Openbill

(AnastOmgymcitans), Purple Heron (Ardea purpgyua),@rey Heron (Ardea cinera),
Smalle: Egret(Egretta intermedia), Little Hgret (Egretta garzetts Cattle
\j
E?reﬁbubulcus ibis), Pond Heron(Ardeola grayl i),LittYe Green ileron (Butorides.

stpatus),Ni ght Hereon (Nycticorax nycticorax)m, Chestnut Bittern{ Ixobrychus
cﬂﬁamOmeus),Cotton'Teal(Nettapus soromandellnus),Waistling Teal(Dendrocygna
javanica), Saotg:i; (Anas pcsellorhynchg) and Little Grebe(Podiceps ruficollis ),

The Iollowin“ are birds which visit Hazaribagh only in the cold westher:

Bush Chat(%aXLCola torquata),;Indian Hﬁf tart(Phoenlcurus occhrurus),
N

Red=spotted Blue ”broat(Cvano sylva swm0lca),9%dmthxoa€gg Thrusn(TuPdus
ruficollis),Blue Rock Thrush (Monticola solitaria),Red- br@ast64 Flycatcher
(Museicapa parva) White—browedelue Flycatcher( Muscicapa supereciliaris),
Little Pied Flycétcher( Musecicapa melanoleuca), Blue-throated Flycatcher
(Museicapa rubsculoides),Verditer Fiﬁeatcher(Eumyias thalassina),@rey:headed
Flycatoher(oulicicapa‘cylonensis),b‘ey-backcd Shrike (Lanlus tephronotus),

A e
Brown Shrike(Lanius cristatus),Great Reed Warbler{icroecephalus arundirasceus),
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"QBlyth's Reed wa“bTS”(Ac”ocanha]uv dume tox1tm) ”hickmbilféﬁ Warbler{ Phragma-

’? ticola aedon), Sykes's mr“?ﬂWQrb¢ew Hippolsls rama),Eastern Orphean Warblsr
(Sylvia horten51 ), Tiekell*s, W;iiuw Warbler(Phylloscopus affinis), Brown
Willow Warblerk Dndllosgopus collybita), Dusky Wlllow darbler( Phylloscopus

fuscatus), Hume's Willow wWarbler( Phyllescopus inornntus),Tickellfs Flycatbher

Warbler({Selcercus cnntator),Blacknnaﬁed Oriocle (Briolus chinensis),Rose

Finch(CarpoQacus erythrinus ), Central Indiaﬂ Bunting(Emberiza schosniclus),
Common Swallow (Hirundo rustica),Whlte Uﬂgtail (Motgaellla alba),uastern Grey
Wagtall (Motaeilla cinerea),Indian Rlue»hvuled Wegtail (Motacilla flava),
Black-heaqed Wagtq*T(“otaci’la feldegg),Yellow-headed Wagtail( Motacilla
citreola),Ind an rr‘mae Pipit (Anthus hougscn;i) Roek Pipit(Anthus sordidus),
Richard's Dipjt(Anthur richardi) Short=- oed Lark(gXx Calendrera brachydactylla),
Wryneck(Jynx torquilla), Cucloo(Cnculus canorus) Osprey(Pandion haliaetus),
Peregriine Ximm Falcon(Falco peregrinus ) Hobby(nalco subbuteo), Kestrel
(Cerchneis tinnunculus ),Great Spotted Eagle(Aquilas clanga), Pale Harrier
(Clrmus manrurus) Monta&u'a Warrier(Circus pyabargus), Hen Harrier(circus
,yaneus) Pied Herr*er(c*rcus melanoleuvu Y,Marsh Harrier(Circus aeruginosus),

;Cmmnon Crane(&rus gﬂus), rownnhead d Gull(Larus brunneicephalus),White-winged




aes
ern(Chlidonias leucoptera),Grey=headed Lapwing(Microsarcops

F-Bandpiper(Tringa glareola),Redshank(Tringa totanus),Pantail

gallinago), Gadwall(Anas strepera),Pintal as acuta),

Blue=w -g_n;/.é/d Teal (Querquedela guerquedela),Shoveller(Spatula clypeata),
: and
Reldecp@étad Pochard(Nette rufina)/Smew( Me




The following are the Winter Visitors:e
oy Turdidae, 5 of Muscicapidae, 2 of Laniidae, 2 of Perierocitidae, 9 of
Sylviidae, 2 of Sturnidae, 2 of Fringillidae, 3 of Hirundinidae, 14 of
Motacillidae, 2 of Alaudidae, 1 of Cuculidae, 5 of Falconodae, 1 of
Phasiaiidae, 2 of Gruldee, 3 of Charadriidae, 11 of Secolopacidae (Sandpipers
& Stints), 1 of Ibididae, 3 of Ciconiidae, 1 of Ardeidae, and 15 of the

Anatidaes
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NOTE: The first named author was resident at Pusa for a number of

years and the bock has excellent illustrations of the more common birdse




