
AVIFAUNA OF HAZAR7BAG'I DISTRICT

By Jamal Ara

The first published work on the avifauna of Hazaribagh district.

was the paper oy V.Ball on the birds of Chota Nagpur which appeared in

Stray Feathers in 1874 and 1875. Captain R.H.Baillie contributed a paper

on the subject to the Journal of the Bengal Natural History Society,

Volume XX,19464 Dr. Ss. C.Law,Professor of Zoology Calcutta University,who

has had considerable experience of the district made a number of obsérvations

on Captain Bailliets paper in the same journal in its volume XXIII in 1948-6

The late E.HN.Lowther, a railway official who in 1946 wrote the

book A Bird Photographer in India also worked in northern parts of the

district along the railway and obtained some excellent photographs,

particularly of the Crested Swift at nest near Hazaribagh. Black and white

reproductions of several Hazaribagh birds can bem be seen in that booke

Most of the commoner birds of Haxartbagnxe the district can be

identified with a little practice by comparison with the coloured plates

and field characters. given in the Book of Indian Birds published by the

"Bombay Natural History Society ,i14 Apollo Street,Bombay, and Salim Ali's

Hill Birds of India, Oxford Universi ty Press,Calcuttae

It is surprising that Te) little: work nas boen done on this
this

big

district which being most centrally-situated in Bihar should have been the

type-area for the study of the avifauna of the State.

The location of Parasnath Hill,over 4,000 feet above maak sea-level,

in this district is ornithologically important.It is likely habitat for

many Eastern Himalayan species not found in the lower country around and

deserves to be intensively worked. Sone Himalayan species instead of

shifting merely from a higher to lower level in winter migrate over many

degrees of latitude to reach life gones,analogous to their summer habitats,

on mountains situated in southern and warmer regions eFamiiiar examples of

such "mountainetop migrants" are the Woodcock (Scolopax rusticola), the

Indian Blue-Chat (Luseinia brunnea) and the Pied Ground-Thrush(Geoel chla

wardi).These birds have their home in the Himalavas in the sense that they

breed only there ,but they habitually spend the winter in the Nilgiris.From

the fact that they are so rarely met with in the intervening country it

: Ras been presumed so far that they perform their journeys between the

-Himalayas and the Nilgiris in a single hop covering from twelve to fifteen



we

fifteen hundred miles.It is possible that these mountain-top migrants use
ry

"the Parasnath Hill as a halt on their long journeys during spring and

RMNKER auturineAn early investigation of this memamky possibility is
Af

necessdrye GE im

The present list has been comoiled ou of the work of all observers
from Ball to Lowther and as a wdsult of two seasons of field work in the

we

district during 'the years 1948 and 1950-6

The following are the breeding birds of the district: Jungle Crow

(Corvus marroraynehus ), House Crow (Corvus splendens), Tree-Pie (crypsirina
vagabunda),Grey TM tf Parus major),Yellow-cheeked Tit(Parus xan thogeny ),
Jungle Babbler (Tudo! des sorinenvi1lei), Conch Babbler

able

(furdoides caudata),
Rufous-bellied Babbler(Dumetia hypergthera), Yollow-eyed Bgbbler (Uhrysomma

Babb ler( Alcippe poicephala), Cormon Tora (Aegé thinfasinensis),Quaker
tiphia),Marshallts Tora(Aegethina nigrolutea),Gold-fronted Chloropsis
(Chloropsis aurifrons), Jerdon'3 Chloropsis Choloropsis jerdonii),

all

Redevented Bulbul (Pyanonotus cafer),Redewhiskered Bulbul (Pyenonotus
Jocosa),Whi tenbrowedBulbul (PyenonotudMnteolvs ), Spotted Grey Creeper
(Salpornis spilonotus ), San Stone ~chat(Saxicole caprataa ).» Brown-backed
Robin(Saxieoloides fulicata),Dnayal(Copsychus suularis), Orange -headed

ee

Ground Thrush(Zoothera citrina),BrownRe Flycatcher(Alseonax. latirostris),
Paradise Flycatcher(Terpsiphone paradisea),Blackenaped. Blue Flycatcher ae

(Hypothymis azurer),White-browed"Fantail Flycatcher(Rhipidura aureola),
Grey Shrike (Lanius exeubitor),Bay-bached Shrike (Lani us vittatus),
Blackeheaded Shrike (Lanius schach),Rufous-backed Shrike (L.s.nigriceps),
Wood Shrike(Tephrcdornis pondicerianus),Scarlet Minivet (Pericrocotus
flarmens ), Short- Minivet(Pericrocotus brevirostris),Small Minivet
(Pericrocotus cinnamoneus),White bellied Minivet(Pericrocotus Ete Wea

pygius),Blackeheaded Cuekoo Shrike Coracina sykesii), Ashy Swallow
Shrike( Artemus fuscus), Black bronge(Dicrurus macrocercus ), Grey Drongo
(Dicrurus longicaudatus), White-bellied Drongo(Dicrurus mx caerulescens),
Large Racket tailed Drongol Dicrurus paradiseus), Tailor

EBird (Orthotomus

sutorius),Streaked Fantail Warbler(Cisticola juncidis),Franklin's Wren

buchananil),Ashy Wren"Warbler(Prinia socialis), Jungle Warbler
(Prinia sylvatica), Indian wee Warbler(Prinia inornata), Indtan. Ortole
(Ortolus oriolus), Black-headed Oriole (Oriolus xanthornus ),Grey-headed

Warbler (Frankiliana Wren Warbler(Frankiliana

Myna (Sturnus malabaricus), Blacksheaded Myna(Sturnus pagodarum), Common



Myna(Sturnus tristis),Bank Myna (Sturnus ginginianus), Myna

Red

House Sparrow( Passer domesticus), Crested Bunting Melophus latrami), Pusky

preg Wire-tailedSwallow (Hirundo smithii}s -

Cliff swallow (iirundo fluvicola), Red=rumped Swaltow( Hirundo dauriea),

Large Pica Wegtatl(Motec.11e
peverste)s

Indian"Pipit(anthus vichardl

rufulus }, Skylark (alauda eulgula), Bush:'Lark (Mirafe assamica),

Bush Lark( Mirefa erythroptera), Rufous- tailed Finch Lark ( Amnonanes

phoenicura), Ashy-crowned Fineh Lark (Eremopterix grisea),White'"Rye (Zosterops

palpeberosa), a Nectarina aslatica),Pickell's
Pwerpr

(Dicaeum erythrorhynchim), Thick.balled " {owe npecker(Dicaeum agile), Little
Scaly-belfed Green Woodpecker( Pious vittatus), Marhatta woodpecker (Dendroe

copus mahrattensts), Pigmy (Dendrocopus moluccensis), Golden-

backed Woodpecker(Dinopium benghalense),Black=backed-Woodpecker(Chrysocol=

aptes festivus), Golden Stacked Woodpecker ( Chrysocolaptes lucidus),
Northern Gree Barbet( fegalaina-zeylenica), Crimson-beeasted Barbet ( Magae=

laima haemecephala), Indian Cuckoo (Cuculus micropterus), Large "Hawk

Cuekoo( Cuculus sparveroides),Paptha(Cuewlus varius), Plaintive 'Cuckoo

(Cocomantis nerulinus),Drongo Oiekoo(Surniculus is), Pled-crested

Cuckoo( Clamator Jacobinus ), (Budynanis scolopacda), Large Gréén-bi lea

Malkoha(Rhopodytes tristis),81 rkesr Cuckoo(Paceoueua leschenaulti), Crow

Pheasant(Centropus. sinensis ), Large Indian. Parakeet (Pol teacula eupatria),

Roseeringed Yarakent(Psittacula kramert), Indian Réller(Coractas benghalensis),

Green Bee <eater(Herops ortentalis),Blue-tailed Bee-eater (Merops philippinus),

Nyctiornis athertont), Pied Kingfisher(Ceryle rudis),
Common Kingfisher (Alcedo athis), 'Kingfisher (Ramphaleyon capensis)

White Kingfisher(Haleyon smyrnensis),Pix Grey Hornb112( Tockus

-birostris),Hoopoe(Upupa epops),Malabar 'Trogon(Harpactes fasciatus), House

Swift. (Apus affinis), Palm Swi ft(cypsiurus parvus ), Whd
te-rumpe

d Spinétet1

\ Cindi capus sylvaticus), Crested Swi ft (Hemi procne coronata), Long < tailed

jar (Caprinulgus macrourus ), Jungle Night Jar (Caprimulgus indicus),
Franklin's jar(Caprimalgus ), Indian Ni ght jar(Caprimulgus

asiaticus)y Indian Barn Owl (Ty to alba), Brow Fish Owl (BuboZzeylonensis),



CHESS A

Horned Owl (Bubo bubo),Duskv Horned Owl(Bubo

coromandus), Collared Scops Owl(Otus asm asio),Spotted Owlet(Athene

brama), Jungle Owlet(Glaucidium radiatum), Brown Hawk Owl
(-
Ninox

scutulata), Pondicherry Vulture (Sarcogyps calvus), Griffon Vulture .

(Gyps fulvus), Longebilled Vulture (Gyps indicus ), Whi te-backed Vulture

(Psecudogyps bengalensis), Scavenger 'Vulture ( Nephron perenopterus),

Laggar Falcon(Falco jugser),Redeheaded Merlin (Falco chiquera),

Tawny Eagle (Acquila rapax), Small spotted Bagle (Aquila pomarina),

cresten Hawk Eagle (Spi rae tus cirrhatur), Short- toed
d

Bagle (Circastus
ferrox), Crested.Serpent Eagle( Haematornis cheela), Whi tomeyed Buzzard

teesa), RaionhsmnkrShh ine Pallas's Fishing Eagle
(Haliaetus leuceryphus ) Kite(Hallastur indus), Pariah Kite

(vhivus migrams), Black-winged Kite ( Blanus caeruleus),Shikra (Accipiter
badius ),Crested Honey Burzara( Pernis. ptilorhynchus) Green Pigeon

(Treron phoenicoptera), Orange -breasved Green Pigeon Dendrophssma

bi eineta), Emerald Dove (Ghaleophaps indica),Blue Rock Pigeon (Columba

livia),Rufous Turtle Love (Streptopelia orientalic), Spotted Dove

(Streptopelia chinensis), Little Brown Dove (Streptopelia senegalensis),
Ring Dove (Streptopelia Gecaccto), Red rustle Dove. (Oenepopelis

Grouse( Pterocles xmauxsx indicus), Commontranquebarica), Painte<

Sand Grouse( Pterocles exus tus), Peafowl (Pavo BAK cristatus), Red

Jungle Fowl(Gallus gailus),Red spur Fowl (Galloperdix spadicea), Painted

Spur Fowl(Galloperdix lunulata),Grey "Quail (Coturnix coturnix), Junzle
Bush Quail( Perdicula asiatica),Blewitt's Bush Quail (Cryptopleectro
erythrorhynchum), Black Partridge ( Francolinus francolinus), Painted

one

Partridge ( Francolinus victus), Grey Partridge (Francolinus pondicerianus),
Bustard Quail (Turnix suscitator),White-breasted Waterhen (Amauronis

a

phoentourus )». Moorhen (Gqllinula chloropns ), Coot (Fulica atra), BronZze=

winged Jacana (Metopidius indicus), Pheasant.tailed Jacana (Hydrophafianus

chirurgus ), Painted Snipe (Ruxkeaknka Rostratula benghalensis), Lesser

Florican(Syphoetides indica),Stone Plover (Burhinus oedicnemus ), Indian
a

Courser(Cursorius coromandelicus ),Whiskered Tern (Chlidonias leucepareia),
River fanz Térn(Sterna aurantia), Black-bellied Tern (Sterna melanogaster),

werner

Little Ringed Plover(Charadrius anbius), Spur Wingea Plover( Hoplopterus

duvaucali), Red Wattled Lapwing (Lobivanelius indicus), Yellow Wattled

Lapwing (Lobipluvia malabarica),Shag(Phalacrocorax fusicollis), Little



Ba

cement (Phalscrocorax niger),Snake Bird(Anhinga rufa), White Ibis

{ Threy lis melanocephalns), Black Tbis(Pseudibis p piloca),White-necked

creat
episcopus),Adiistant Stork(Leotopilos dabius),Openbill

(Anastomue'£¢i tans), Purple Heron (Ardea purpurea),Grey Heron (Ardea cinera),

Smalle Beretta intermedia), Tok a e re ha

Egre Bubuleus ibis), Pond He-on(Ardeola grayii), Green lie~on (Butorides

stratus),Night Heron (Nycticorax nycticorax)m, Chestnut Bistern{ Ixobrychus

onnamomeus \, Cotton Teal(Nettapus coromandelinus),Whistling Teal (Dendrocygna

The following are birds which visit Hazaribagh only in the cold We,ther:

Bush Chat(Saxicola torquata), +Indian Hedstart(Proentourus echrurus),

Redespotted Blue *hroat(Cyanosylva svecica),P3dethroated Thrush(Turdus

ruficollis),Blue Rock Trrush (Monticola solitaria),Red-breasted Flycatcher

javanica), (Anas pcacilorhyncha) and Little Grebe(Podicaps ruficollis }.

(Musetcapa parva), White-broved Blue Flycatcher "uscicapa superciliaris),
Little Pied Flycatcher( Muscicapa melanoleuca), Blue~throated Flycatcher

aw

(Muscicapa rubeculoides),Verditer Flycatcher(Eunyias thalassinu), Grey headed

Flycatcher(Culieicapa cylonensis ),Grey-backed Shrike (Lanius tephronotus),

Brown Shrike(Lanius cristatus),Great Reed Warbler(Acrocephalus arundiraceus),
4

Blyth's Reed \ darbler{ Phragmas-+

fk

ticola aedon), Sykes's Troe Warbler(Hippolais rama), astern Orphean Warblera
a

(Sylvia nortensis),Tickell's Wi llow Warbler ( Phylloscopus arfinis), Brown

Willow Warbler( Phylloscopus collybita), Dusky Willow Jdarbler( Phylloscopus

fuscatus), Hume's Willow warbler ( Phylloscopus inornatus ),Tickellts Fycathher

Warbler(Seicercus cantator),Blackenaved Oriole (8riolus chinensis ),Rose

Fineh(Carpocacus erythrinus ), Central Indiah Bunti ng (Emberiza schowniclus),

Common Swallow (Hirundo vrustica),White Waeteil (Motacille alba),Bastern Grey

Wagtail (Motacilla cinerea), Indian Blue sheaded Weretell ("otacilla flava),
Black-headed Wagtat? (Motaeci? la llow-healed YWagtail( Motaciila

cttrecla), Indian Tree Pipit (Antius hoagsenii),Roek Pipit(Anthus sordidus),

Sty

Richard's Pipit (Anthus richardi),Short-toed Lark (aka Calendrella brachydactylla)
a

Wryneck(Jynx torquilla), Cuckoo(Cuculus canorus), Osprey(Pandion haliaetus),

Peregrine Ximm Falcon( Falco peregrinus ), Hobby (Falco subbuteo), Kestrel

(Cerehneis tinnunculusCreat Spotted Eagle(Aquila clanga), Pale Harrier

(Circus marrurus),Montagu's Farrier( Circus pyegarcus), Hen Harrier(Circus

syaneus ), Pied Herrier(Cirecus melanoleucus ),Marsh Herrier(Circus aeruginosus),
a

"Com non Grane(Grus grus),Brown=headed Gull(Larus brunneicephalus ), White ewinged4



Whi Black Tern(Chlidonias leucoptera),Greyeheadei Lapwing. (Microsarcops

(Cap#@la gallinago), stropera), Pintatl (anes acuta),
Sandpiper(Tringa glareola) Redshank('dringe tocinerus ) ),Fantatl

Snipe
t

a Teal (Querquedele guerquedela), Shoveller (Spatula clypeata),
tad. Pochard(Netta rufina )/Smew( Mergellus alhellus )»

fand



The following are the Winter Visitors: e
4 Of Turdidae, 5 of Muscicapidae, 2 of Laniidae, 2 of Perierocitidae, 9 of

« Sylviidae, 2 of Sturnidae, 2 of Fringillidae, 3 of Hirundinidae, 14 of

Motacillidae, 2 of Alaudidae, i of Cuculidae, 5 of Falconodae, 1 of
Phasiaridae, 2 of Gruidae, 3 of Charadriidae, 11 of Seolopacidae (Sandpipers
& Stints), 1 of Ibididae, 3 of Ciconiidae, 1 of Ardeidae, and 15 of the

Anatidaee

{

4
BI BLTOGRA PHY.

i
i

Bainbrigge, Fletcher 'and Inglis: Birds of an Indian Garddn. (Thacker, Spink
& COs Ltde,y Calcutta).

NOTF: The first named author was resident at Pusa for a number of

years and the bock has excellent illustrations of the more common birds.


