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18.08.03
Dear Readers and Contributors,

*Firstly, we are extremely grateful to you for encouraging us by sharing your
experiences in spite of delayed schedules in production of LEISA India.

Some good news! We shall be reaching you regularly, having overcome funding
constraints. We are striving our best to produce quickly the issues for the years
2002 and 2003.

For the theme, Genetic Engineering, Vol. 3. no. 4, December 2001, instead of a
LEISA India magazine, a 4 page LEISA India supplement, a copy of the
international edition of LEISA magazine and Biotechnology Monitor is being
distributed. Besides supporting the production and distribution of LEISA
magazine on this theme, Bio-technology monitor has offered free distribution of
its own magazine.

However, in future, you will continue to receive the LEISA India magazine.

As you know, LEISA India magazines are theme based and not in series.
Contributors have responded enthusiastically to various themes and have been
extremely patient. Thus, we wanted to produce and distribute the magazines
without any further delays.

Thus, you will be receiving, issues for 2002 &2003, not necessarily in
chronological sequence. Please bear with the inconvenience.

We are planning to produce and distribute the following issues in the coming months.

2002 Themes Vol.no & Iss.no. | 2003 Themes Vol.no. & Iss.no.

Animal Husbandry Vol 4.no.1 Farmer Field | Vol 5.no.1
Rural Communication | Vol 4.n0.2 Schools Vol 5.n0.2
Soil Management Vol 4.no.3 Water Harvesting
Women in Agriculture | Vol 4.no0.4

Thanking you once again for your cooperation.

Yours Sincerely,

K.V.S. Prasad .

Managing Editor — Leisa India

AME Foundation

No.1583, 17" Main, 2" Phase, J P Nagar, Bangalore — 560 078
ph:6596780/ 6582835 Fax: 6583471 email: amebang@giasbg01.vsnl.net.in
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~ INVASION OF WAYANAD WILDLIFE SANCTUARY -

G SRR SOME DlSTURBlNG_ TRUTHS - :
4 (A Bn'gf Sppt h)ves?ignlion_ Report by WAYANAD PR{_&KRUTIII SAMRAKSHANA SAMITHI )

g e

{lhe 'Wayafzad Prakruti Swnrdkslmna Samithi, since its inception nearly three decades ogo,’

- stood firmly with the Adivasis in oll their struggles and fully supported their struggle to regain '
" alienated land, The Samithi still hold the same views and follow the same firm stand that the
. alienated land.of tribals should be regained, and, if not possible landless Adivasis should be

- settled on lands near tu their huomesteads, which could be acquired by ‘the government and
handed over to them.} i ALy L ‘ : c :

.

Jénuary 24,2003: Muthanga \Vildﬁfe Sanctuarv. Sulthan Bathery, Wayanad. :

The Samithi members became aware of the invasion of the Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary
(Muthanga) by a group of Adivasis led by Ms. C K Junu, on the next day afler they enlered the
Reserve Forest and siarted setting up makeshift tents in three localities. Today, it is the 20 th day
of the illegal occupation of Sanctuary land by this gropp of Adivasis. There are nearly ‘500
Adivasis in the makeshift camps. Aflter careful analysis of the politics, history and the back stage
activities in connecticn with the illegal occupation of Forest land of the Wildlife area by Ms CK
Janu's team, the Samithi issued press statements and condueted a Press-Conferénce at Calicut on
January 22 and demanded the Adivasis fo vacate the pristine and young natural torests and also.
demanded the Government of Kerala to remove them from the Forest land . The Samithi also
appealed the Government to provide them land. near to the Adivasi seftlements through
acquisition or other means. ‘ : : : '

W arc aware that the Samithi's demand for removal of the invaders from the Wildlifc Sanctuary
might have crealed some wrong impression among some people, because of the partial
interpretation of the Samithi's position they heard from this or that source. This is to correct the
record and tell all of you some naked truths about the Adivasi invasion of the Wayanad Wildlife
Sanctuary. ‘ :

We had our own doubts about the so-called agreement made between Adivasi Gothra M lahasabha
leader Ms. C K Janu and the Chief Minister Mr A KX Antony, after a prolonged, "stage-managed"
struggle conducted by Ms Janu and a group of "paid” volunteers al Trivandrum, Our doubts are
based on the frue facts of the struggle and its outcome. We have supported the struggle for
restoration of alienated tribal land conducted by Dr Nalla Thampi Thera in the courts and also
other earlier agitations, including those conducted earlier by Ms. Janu. But, the sudden twist n-
the talc happencd at Trivandrum clearly proved somc under-table deals and involvement of some
powerful lobbies like the rich migrants from Iravancore, Plantation groups and the Religious
Groups and forsign-tunded NGOs. The Asrectment was a real selling of the Adivasi cause when
compared to Adivasi struggles happening around the world (in more than 100 localities including
North Dakota, USA, Torres Straits, Australia, Siberia, Russia, Andaman Islands, India) because




nowhere in the world there is a demand for altcrnative Jand for alienated Jand. Alienated land is
basically land grabbed-that is equal to robbery. Instead of the robbed land, the victim agree to
accept land ngomewhere"! This is a lcgal fiction and practical idiocy. This is what happencd at
Trvandrum. The nature of enforceability of the agreement was not openly stated by the parties,
Ms Janu and Mr A K Antony. There are only svild media statements by Ms Janu, her colleague
Mr Geethanandan and Mr A K Antony and other political party leaders.

We suspected the genuineness of the Agreement due 1o the following factors:

1. The real terms of the Agreement are still not made public. 2. ‘The legal enforccability of the
Agreement was not clcar. 3. There werc a lot of behind the curtain activitics going on along with
the agitation in front of the Secretariat. 4. The presence of vested interests such as Religious
Groups, Powerful Plantation lobby, the out of the way backing of the agitation by media -
organizations like Malayala Manorama and Mathrubhoomi 5. The exiravagant "celebrartion” of

the agitation spending hugec amount of moncy. ' '

Fven after discounting all our doubts, we were fully supportive of the so-called "victory'- that a
publicly ‘made promise to give five acres of land each to landlgss tribal people emanated. But, the
real games played by the partics involved became cleat soon. It is to be mentioned here clearly-at
no stage of the agitation for restoration of alienated land, Ms C K Janu and her group impleaded
themselves in the cases pending in the courts, including at the Tigh Court and Supreme Courl,
filed by Dr Nalla Thampi Thera. Due to this dubious stand by Ms C K Janu, many activists who
supported her earlier backed ofl fom supporting the agitation which culminated in "five acre -
promise” . = e : : e .
Within weeks after the "fiver acre promise”, it became clear that the interests of the UDY¥
- government, its Jeaders and Ms C K Janu's interests arc merging together. Therce svas 10 talk
.about settling the landless al their own localities {hrough acquisition of necessary land. There 18
sufficient land available in various: project areas (such as Karapuzha and Banasurasagar) and
{here are huge areas of land occupicd by big plantation. companics , big fandlords and religious
organizations, and including somc prominent political party {caders of both the UDY, the LDF
and BJP (T'or eg: Kuppamudi Estate with legal title for nearly 300 acres but holding around 800
acres and now housing a high cost, pleasure resort). In addition, if the govcrmném and Mg Janu .
are genuing in their efforts, the government should have acquired sufficient lands in tribal belts
and handed over to tribal people (as they are doing for development activities and as they .are
going to do through the Global Investors Meet proposals). The claim of Ms Janu that the
government cheated her seems to be just media bluff, as the SC and ST minister has been |
personally meeting her at Wayanad and other places many a time in the recent past. Even there
was a conflict within the Wayanad Congicss Commiltee regarding this issue and a prominent
tribal Congress leader alleged that the SC and ST minister has been sharing his ill-gotten money
with Ms Janu and not acting according to the direction of the party (However, We are unable to
verify thiis, except.the fact that a Jocal journalist who itnessed the quarrel between the Congress .
" leader and the minister, happened at the hous¢ of another Congress leader, vouched for its ~
- truthfulness. This. was not reported in the media apparently because they influenced {hose who °
witnessed the quatrel) . . : . =

-




There was no organized invasion of Reserve Forest Land, especially in Malabar and definitely i
Wayanad, after they were rescrved in 1820 by the Colonial Rulers. Migrant Farmers occupied
vested forests, revenue land and devaswam lands, This invasion by Ms C K Janu's group will
»complctcly discredit the Adivagis and they.had lost their reputation as protectors of forests and
gained the bad reputation as reserve forest encroachers. For the first time in_history, Adivasis -
were converted to forest encroachers and group criminals. Thanks to Ms Janu. .

It is suspected that total fragmentation, deculturation and further impoverishment and making

them fodder for those who are out to "add souls” to their creeds and those who are out to grab -

destitutes land seems to be the motives. There is clear connivance of the Chief Minister Mr A K
Antony, SC and ST Minister Dr. M A Kutlappan and Forcst Minister K Sudhakaran, as Dr
Kuttappan's personal secretary visited Ms Janu twice in the camp during the last 20 days and the
Forest Higher officials and the Chief Minister remain mum during the last 20 days despite a clear /:
criminal action was staged by a group of people inside a Sanctuary with high protection under
law. In addition, this will facilitatc poachcers, forcst mafia and all other kind of vestcd intcrests,
including the powerful migrants and plantation lobby t0 lay claim over Reserve forests. Most of
those who occupy the makeshift tents inside the Sanctuary are from far away places like
Mananthavady, Thirunclly and most of them arc having cation cards and houscs in thosc arcas. In
addition. some of them admitted that they are "paid” for the hard life inside the Sanctuary arca
which are wildlife paths, especially Elephant paths. Water i3 available nearly three kms away.
There ig already high incidence of Wildlife-Human conflict in the periphery of the Sanctuary and
the illegal invasion by Ms Janu's team would only escalate the situation. The camp members are
indiscriminately destioying 4o biodiversity of the area, which has been converted 1o natural

~—forests afterclentfelling the cucalypius plantations a few vears ago. The camp members are using
traps, arrows and crackers to kil all Kinds of wildlife in the arca. Thie sliows that'the teibals led
by Ms C K Janu has no aftinity and affection towards the forcsts. As they are putting
indiscriminate firces to clear the arca, there is a sovero threat of cruption of massive forcst firc as
summer already started. If such an event happens, a major part of the Wayanad, Bandipur and
Mudumalai forests will be the casualty. Even there ja a possibility that many in the campy will
lose their life along with limitless wildlife if a major forest fire erupts due to carclessness of
thosc in the camps .

It is to be pointed out that Ms 0 K Janu 18 not representing the real Adivasi cause now because
she and her gang mcn {hreatcned the local tribal people living in the periphery of the Sanctuary,
who are members of the local ‘Lribal cooperative society and enter the {orest svith permission
from Forest Department for collection of minor forest produce. These groups are one of the most
primitive among the tribes of Kerala (Kattunaika, Urali Kuruma). Ms Janu and her gang had set
up check posts and demanded money from these tribal peeple to allow them enter the forests for
their daily work for survival. Thus Ms Junu helped to block the gurvival of ncaily 300 tribal
families in the periphery of the Sanctuary. The Society leaders filed complaint with the
Divisional Forest Officer, Sulthan Bathery stating the fact that Ns Janu and Lier men act as if
thev are the law and the ruler.

\s C K Janu herded the "paid” tribals wnto Wildlife Sanctuary instead of taking them to Global

Investors  Meet to force the govermment o effect the "five acre promise”. This is especially




important as there was offer of limitless Jand for industries and dangerous activities like Golf
Tourism at GIM, including much land in the Adivasi belt (in the name of Ecotourism). We
suspect a high level connivance and conspiracy in this activity. ‘

Therefore, we request all of you to get involved and demand Ms C K Janu and her Adivasi
Gothra Mahasabha peaple to vacate the Sanctuary land immediately and continue the true and
cofrect means fo get alicnated land back to the tribals or to get land acquired in their own
Jocalities for distribution to landless tiibals. Please appeal them to let live the tribal people of
Wayanad who were cheated repeatedly by various vested interests and now appears on the path
of another historical cheating by those who pose themselves as their leaders and in fact dancing
according somebody's tunes. We also appeal all of you to demand the Government of Kerala to
acquire sufficicnt and suitable farm lands in Adivasi belts (or regain illegally held lands in the -
hands of plantation companies and big land lords) and distribute it to the landless fribal people
before etnbarking on land asquisition for new development projects. : : :
( We don't support the anti-people and anti- environment projects listed in the Global Investors
Mect such as Golf Tourism Projects, and highly dangerous projects such as Express Highway
and Hill Highway).

Please Contact , if vou need further details, explanations and clarifications:

ot

- N Badusha ~ Thomas Babu M i P ooy V.M. Raian.
: e . Amablavayal ' : - ;
(0493 670222 (0493) 660187 (0493 622071, (0493) 620570 (0493) 670777

S

****‘********ﬁ*******.*********

For Special Attention

Ms. C. K. Janu and her Gothrasabha made the agreement for
landgrant with Mr. A. K. Antony(Chief Minister) and Dr. Kuttappan (SC &
ST Minister), and not with the elephant and other wild life of Wayanad
Wildlife Sanctuary. Ms. C. K. Janu and her Gothrasabha have no right to
occupy the habitat of wildbeings as they too have the right for life. As
elephant and other wildbeings have no voice and no ‘sponsers’. We
decided to be their voice too.
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