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As I alight £rom the aircraft in Managua, the
capital of Nicaragua, thg £irst thing that strikes me
is $he @imiise P ok i?sﬁ green serrounﬁinéﬁj & geminds
me @ﬁ,aﬁn alore aifpcrt. More than . tlids greenary Lit is
§f= fresl Apbrical air ;nd.the warnth aﬁﬂpe@ple;lygéﬁpla
are ﬁai:;aﬁd ﬁéaltﬁy; always smiling and willing to help
you. While travelling‘around Managua“city’ ‘the fémiliar
faces, the markets and shops makes me £éel at homé. it

is very much like any other Indian city. The only problem

is that I can not talk to them as they ofily know Spanish.

Inspite of language problem I manage to move around
Managua. The city is located on the shores of a big lake,
Xolotlan. As I go near the water my friend Manuel said

"The lake water is polluted due to dischaige of €ffluents

from the factory. We can not even: . £ish from this lake"
In addition to this lake, there are two huge lagoons, These

are ﬁreshkwatigﬁkagoons ﬁormem over centurifs of ¥olganie

. Bieatdcus Has réaﬂy agtivic velcsnoes. From the
hest of aige oF €hése volcano elegtriuity A Wanu$ aﬂtuied

fr,"—’,o: L
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da comoarison w1th .any Indian C1ty Managua, with 2

popalatiGﬁ of Just 7 lakhs can be called ag a Small town.f 

However, it has many characteristics of an Indian town.
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There are street hawkers and women selling fruits and

snacks under a shade of a tree, People waiting at Bus
Stop to catch city service, crowded city bus. There are
restaurants as well as way side hotels to cater the needs

of people. The market selling vegitables, food and other

items is not at all different from Indian market, In
Managua we see a3 lot of women working along with men in

every-sphere of daily life, in the office-and in market.

Staying in a middle class residential area of

Managua with my Nicaraguan friend Sandra I realised that
theprﬁs suffer from power cuts and watgf‘shortagés, as
we éuffer in Iﬁdian cities, WwWhile staying with Sandra,
she éhoﬁed me the bullet marks on her wall in the drawing
room and said "These bullet marks are the signs of 1979
revolution. This whole residential area was'a stronghold
of Sandinista revolutionaries. Dﬁripg a fight thaée builets
came into my house. Every dayrwe ran to find shelter, a
safe place io save ourselves from militarj aﬁtaﬁksﬁ.’ I
could sense the light in her eyes ahd ﬁhevexcitment whén
shg told the historic victofy that came as a big éuccess v
to the people in Niéaragua as they threw out»Somoza'é'

dictatorship,

Nicaragua is as large as the state of Tamil Nadu.

It is the largest country in central Anerica. It is also

the only central American country to have coastline along
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Pacific Ocean and Atlantic Ocean. Though it gained
independence from Spanish colonisers in 1821, it was
ruled by Americans. The coffee and sugar oligarchies

ruled Nicaragua with the support of Somoza. In order

to overthrou the repressive rule of dictator Somoza

Sandinista Liberation Front, a revolutionary organisation
waz formed in 1960. They succeeded to overthrow Somoza
in 1979 as he fled out of the country. The Nicaragua's
revoluticn led by Sandin;sta forces and backed by Marxist,
lenist ideology brought about faf reaching effects in
Nicaragua.

While travelling éround the countryside I learnt
the diverse nature of Nicar‘aguar‘.' Cn our way to Boaco,
20 F?S,??rth 6f Hanagué we passed through extensive mango
orchéfdg. On the roadside women and children were selling
‘-mangoes. The variety of mahég is limited compared to
India., The ripe mangoes are tempting but it is not as
sweet or as delecious as mangoes from India. However, in

Nicaragua one can fiqd fruits throughout the year. The

variety is also amazing; from papayya to pineapple, varie-

ties of Bamnana, Avacado and mangoces, .

Boaco, literally meaning"the land of dancing

: -people' in native Indian language is situated amidst,gently

. sloping hills. It is a small town sorrounded by villages.
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Thebmain OCCupatioa>is Ranching. Large herdt of cattlé‘is
maintained for meat,and to prepare cheese. They also

- cultivate millet and beans,
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Boaco represents a beautiful sight, with house

roofs made of home made tiles and flowering trees. The

main centre in front of the Church is crowded as youths
are précticing bull fight. We see lot many people on the
..back with straw hats. The sleepy but clean town Boaco
reminds me of a mideval age, with old'buildings and houses
around with a few four wheel vehiéles. The people look
'very:héalthy and joyful; As we enter a restaurant‘toihave
some drink ana snacks, a group of local residents sittiﬁg
ne#& to our table offers us a warm hand-shake., They qqmpel

us to have a drink. Though Ido not undersfand theit‘lang—

‘uage, my'friend translates for me, They say "you are our

éuésts; you Should have some d:ink with us". Théy are #ery_
"open and like to ehtertain'g§esté, even;if-ﬁhey are strang-
erst s)ary sy like ‘In"dians.

In and around’Boaco there were very rich Ranghérs
before revolution living in luxukyg :After revolution mostu
of them have fled the coungty and'fhe government has distri-
buted their property among poor people, Similarly the
government is also trying to establish new villages or commu-
nes in the countryside,

Driving across Pan-American highway we went to
Esteii, 130 Kms from Managua on the border towards Hondarus.
Esteli is a small town situated on a plateau sorrounded by

moderate hills. It looks‘liké a hill station as the weather

is cooler than Managua. Paddy fields, fruit orchards are in

aboundance. We see modern fruit processing industries near

road side.
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In Esteli, we went to see a medicinal project
launched by the government; In order to populariSe iradi-
tional medicinal system, the~Nétional‘ﬁédicinal Céhtre;
conducts research in Estili; It has a herbai garden of
ifs own aﬂo the herbal medicine is popular*sed through
government health centres. This pioneering work in popular .
nie}d_ic‘ine‘has "créaﬁéd awarxene)sé‘ among maoy éouth American
'countriéé. During our visit a~#eam of heaith workers‘from

Chile had come there to leam from fhe Medioinal Project. o

The most interestlng part of my trip 1n Nicaragua
iz therv151t to Veaavista village, 250 Kms away from Managua
" in the interior region of Rio San Juan. We drove acrossb
the vast c0untryside, following a temporary rood in midst of
beautiful Mahogony forests. In these<vaSt‘pastureland we
foome ac#oss cattle carvans led by people.on the horeback.»
écca551ona1y we sa& some villages with thatched roofs, and
surprisingly for me for’the first time I saw tiles made from

- wood#$: ‘That really shows the aboundance of wood, Troqps

' carryingoarmS-is a COmmon scene in interior areas. We halted

—at 8., Carios on the bahks,of river_Rio San Juan. In the

countryside bannana is a staple diet. Fried banna chips and
 fish is a common mans food, I enjoyed this meal,

Ieaving our vehicle behind we took the motor boat

to Savalos, about 50 Kms from St, carlos. It was a memorable

sight as'on both side of river vast strech of swampy land and

forests reminded me of Bhramaputra river in Assam. After

 reaching Savalos we again took a truck ride to Venavista.
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This is a newly settled wvillage witks about 150 familiesg,

All the houses were built from logs and they\had tin roofs.
This remotest village had a school and '‘a creche for children.

The people are hard working cultivating rice, milet and beans,

Rino, a middle aged peasent leader, the president
of local peasant organisation said "The whole village is
organised through co—operatives.- After revolution every
individuai is alloted 40 hectares of’land for cu;tivation.
Prior’to revolution individuals never owned land, Now.with
land reform&tion everybody has iand“.  I céme to knoﬁ tqat
pecple owning 40 hectares are consideréd as poor“! Whaf a

change by a government that is willing to distribute land,

We have government that talks of land distribution, for'past

several years withoutvactUally‘helping landless., And in

Nicaragua, the revolutionary gcvernnent‘aphived it within
few years. yes there is one basic différéhré;'invNicéragua
there is plenty of land available for éulrivétion. But no
humén hands to plough this’vast ferfilerstretch. 'Thevwﬁole
population of the country is 40 lakhs, almost equal to the
population of Bangalore.‘ such a meagre p&pulatlon and an
area as large as mamil Nadu; Thus the government is willing
to give land to anyone who wants to cultiVate. But they can
not sell the land and nobody can purchase. Isn'r it afrére
case in todays overcrowded situation?

Education is énother area’in‘whichiuiéaragua haé
shown remarkable a@hivement, For two years theyiclosed down.
Huniversities and'c§1leges and thé pecplé wsnt-to villages to
teach ordinary péople. They stayed and worked with v1llagers
and taught them to Tead and write. In a short span thdy

raised the 1iteracy rate to 90 percent
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This remarkable achivement of a revolutionary

government increased their popularity among Central American

" countries, The United States of America became cgutious of
this trend and it started supporting contra Reﬁoluﬁionaries
from neighbouringrcouﬁtries. The‘USA imposed economic block-
'_ade~on the goqu exportedrﬁy Nicaragua. The country's econo=-
my was basically.dependentron agricultural exports of coffee,
sugar and fruits tQ;USA.  Tﬁé econcmic blocade.ledito collapse
of the economy. The contra war supported‘by'CIA dévastated '
: therlifevbf peasent who had recently got the land.Nicaragua\
had to éhanﬁél all it§ $esqqrces to fighﬁjthe contras and
prodﬁ¢tion came to*stahd still.k In 1989 the inflation rate
was’aboﬁt 30;006% per year { when I landed in Niéaragua I got

8000 Kordobas (local currency) per US dollar. When I was

v;leavihg after 25 days‘a-dollar waé fetching 28000 Kordobas!

Thisvhigh inf;atidn rate coupled withddrastic reduction in
faﬁailability)dfléésential gcods‘hadlal;eédy wiped out the
Jg§ins_of ;evo1utioA.5_ThngSA has;evenfualiy succeeded in
1éé§§étating;a'youhg'séciéty based'QhAeglaterial values.

: Nicaragua, a land of plenty with vastx’ amount of
hatu:alﬁfesbuxcesbéndé favourable climate to achive pros-

perity is struggling to survive from the clutches of US dimpe-

rialism;
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