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entrepreneurs
w
ith

big
fish

processing
and

freezing
plants.

They
are

cashing
in

on
the

live
cutting

of
m
illions

of
frogs

each
year

w
hich

pass
through

their
plants

on
the

outskirts
of

cities
such

as
M
adras,

Bom
bay,

H
yderabad

and
Calcutta.

O
ver

the
past

25
years

the
trade

has
grow

n
at

an
alarm

ing
rate.

In
1959,

India
exported

about
93,5

tonnes
(equivalent

to
at

least
5.8

m
illion

frogs).
By

1973,
this

had
risen

to
2.698

tonnes,
and

to
3,570

tonnes
in

1978
(w
hich

is
the

equivalent
of

10,700
tonnes

live
frogs).

Ecologically,
these

frogs
w
ould

have
eaten

over
10,000

tonnes
of

crop
pests

PER
D
AY

during
the

m
onsoon

season,
had

they
been

left
alive

in
the

rice
paddies

and
coconut

gardens
to

fulfil
their

natural
task.

There
are

about
tw
o

hundred
species

of
frog

in
the

w
orld.

O
f
the

sixteen
species

in
India

and
Bangladesh

four
species

of
frog

are
used,

m
ainly

the
larger

Rana
tigrina

and
R.

hexadactyla.

In
1973

the
U
SA

tem
porarily

banned
the

im
port

of
frogs

legs
from

India,
Indonesia

and
Japan,

due
to

problem
s
w
ith

bacteria
such

as
salm

onella.
Solutions

of
w
ater

and
chlorine

or
10%

com
m
on

salt
are

used
to

w
ash

the
frogs

to
help

reduce
this

problem
.

India
exported

1.935
tonnes

to
the

U
nited

States
in

1982,

In
an

attem
pt

to
dispel

allegations
of

cruelty
in

India
a
N
ational

Aw
ard

w
as

given
to

a
researcher

w
ho

cam
e

up
w
ith

the
idea

that
a

10
m
inute

im
m
ersion

in
10%

sodium
chloride

im
m
obilised

the
frogs

and
it

w
as

assum
ed

to
anaesthetise

them
.

This
how

ever
has

been
scientifically

disproved,and, to
the

contrary,such
a
process

is
highly

irritant
and

dam
aging

to
the

skin
of

am
phibians.

Peasant
farm

ers
now

have
had

to
try

and
com

pensate
for

the
loss

of
this

natural
pest

control
by

using
pesticides,

such
as

D
D
T,

D
N
O
C

and
other

highly
toxic

chem
icals,

m
any

of
w
hich

are
im

ported
from

Europe,
w
here

their
use

is
restricted

or
banned.

4

3

Britain,
the

w
orld's

third
largest

exporter
of

pesticides
derived

m
ore

than
half

its
incom

e
from

export
sales

in
1983.

The
EEC

accounts
for

tw
o-thirds

of
the

w
orld's

pesticides
exports.

This
grow

ing
dependence

on
insecticides

by
India

and
Bangladesh

is
being

increased
by

the
seasonal

m
ass

slaughter
of

hundreds
of

m
illions

of
bull

frogs
each

year
to

provide
this

food
delicacy,

causing
a
grow

ing
health

threat
to

peasants
-

especially
children.

The
H
ead

Surgeon
of

the
Skin

Clinic
in

Bangladesh's
capital

D
acca

is
concerned

that
20%

of
the

popu-
lation

suffer
from

skin
diseases

caused
by

contact
w
ith

pesticides.
"If

the
toxic

chem
icals

are
not

reduced,
w
e
shall

have
to

face
enorm

ous
problem

s".

According
to

O
xfam

,
375,000

people
in

the
Third

W
orld

are
poisoned

-
10,000

fatally
-
by

pesticides
each

year.
These

figures
do

not
include

chronic
or

long-term
dam

age,
such

as
cancers

and
birth

defects.

India
spends

13
m
illion

pounds
(rupees

200
crores)

a
year

on
the

insecticide
im

ports,
m
ore

than
double

the
am

ountit
earns

from
the

frogs
legs

trade.
Across

the
border

in
Bangladesh,

now
the

largest
exporter

of
frogs

legs,
the

bill
for

pest
control

has
escalated

to
17.5

m
illion

dollars.

For
every

35
paisas

(53
pence)

earned
in

foreign
exchange

this
has

prevented
the

natural
destruction

of
1
ke.

of
agricultural

pests.
The

surest
m
eans

of
exterm

inating
an

anim
al
is

to
put

a
price

on
it.

But
there

are
other

consider-
ations,

if
only

m
an

w
ould

seek
to

understand
the

w
onderful

relationships
in

nature.
Frogs.

control
parasites

w
hich

harm
freshw

ater
fish.

These
fish

live
in

village
ponds

and
keep

the
w
ater

clean
during

the
dry

season
w
hen

w
ater

is
so
vital.

Frogs
also

provide
a
m
ajor

food
source

for
snakes,

such
as

the
cobra

and
also

birds
of

prey.
The

use
of

toxic
insecti-

cides
such

as
D
D
T
have

caused
m
any

birds
to

disappear
and

the
loss

of
frog

spaw
ning

grounds,
as

w
ell

as
poisoning

fish.
The

result
is

that
w
ithout

an
abundance

of
snakes

and
other

predators
the

rodent
population

has
increased,

and
in

the
Indian

sub-continent
they

outnum
ber

people
by

ten
to

one.

/.+.?
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The
em

barrassed
Indian

H
igh

Com
m
ission

has
issued

a
barrage

of
statem

ents
citing

im
proved

hygiene,
control

in
catching

and
exports,

im
m
ersing

fregs
in

salt
w
ater!

and
research

into
im

proved
slaughter

m
ethods

to
justify

this
cruel

and

disastrous
trade.

W
hether

they
are

killed
hum

anely
or

not,
the

ecological
dam

age
rem

ains,
and

as
already

stated,
India

has
to

spend
m
ore

than
tw
ice

the
foreign

exchange
earned

from
the

frogs'
legs

trade,
on

the
im

port
of

highly
dangerous

insecticides
to

replace
these

useful
insect

eaters.

W
hy

does
the

G
overnm

ent
of

India
allow

this
w
anton

slaughter
to

continue
to

provide
a

m
ere

food
delicacy

for
the

affluent
W
est

and
to

the
detrim

ent
of

its
ow

n
people

and
country?

H
ave

those
in

pow
er

forgotten
the

teaching
of

Ahim
sa

and

the
retribution

of
Karm

a?

Each
one

of
us

bears
a
personal

responsibility.
It

is
our

w
orld

and
the

w
ay

w
e
act

as
individuals

w
ill

collectively
shape

its
future.

It
is

for
you

to
protest

to
the

G
overnm

ent
and

w
rite

to
the

press
about

the
cruelty

of
the

frog
trade,

the
increase

in
factory

farm
ing

m
ethods,

the
trade

in
furs,

reptile
skins,

and
live

anim
als,

and
to

resist
the

pressures
of

the
m
ultinational

drug
and

chem
ical

com
panies.

"Evil
w
ill

trium
ph

so
long

as
good

m
en

do
nothing".

As
M
ahatm

a
G
andhi

pointed
out,

protest
m
ust

be
non-violent,

for
if

w
e
protest

against
violence

w
ith

violent
actions

w
e

fight
against

ourselves.

W
e

can
contribute

to
violence,

fam
ine

and
w
ar,

or
w
e

can
w
ork

for
peace.

If
w
e

choose
the

latter,
the

fundam
ental

basis
is

a
harm

onious
relationship

w
ith

the
w
hole

N
atural

W
orld.

If
w
e
get

that
w
rong

it
w
ill

all
be

w
rong.

It
starts

w
ith

personal
responsibility....

"All
life

is
one,

and
all

its
m
anifestations

w
ith

w
hich

w
e
have

contact
are

clim
bing

the
ladder

of
evolution.

The
anim

als
are

our
younger

brothers
and

sisters,
also

on
the

ladder
but

a
few

rungs
low

er
dow

n
than

w
e
are.

It
is

an
im

portant
part

of
our

responsibilities
to

help
them

in
their

ascent,
and

not
to

retard
their

developm
ent

by
cruel

exploitation
of

their
helplessness.

W
hat

I
am

now
saying,

if
people

w
ould

realise
it,

is
of

very
great

practical
im

portance,
because

failure
to

recognise
our

responsibilities
tow

ards
the

anim
al

kingdom
is

the
cause

of
m
any

of
the

calam
ities

w
hich

now
beset

the
nations

of
the

w
orld.

N
early

all
of

us
have

a
deep-rooted

w
ish

for
peace

-
peace

on
earth;

but
w
e
shall

never
attain

true
peace

-
the

peace
of

love,
and

not
the

uneasy
equilibrium

of
fear

-
until

w
e

recognise
the

place
of

anim
als

in
the

schem
e

of
things

and
treat

them
accordingly."

These
w
ords

w
ere

spoken
by

m
y
Stepfather,

Lord
D
ow

ding,
on

18th
July

1957
as

he
concluded

one
of

the
27

speeches
on

anim
al

w
elfare

he
gave

in
the

H
ouse

of
Lords.Copyright:

D
AVID
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Editor's
N
ote:

D
avid

W
hiting

w
as

requested
to

give
a
short

background
of

his
and

his
fam

ily's
w
ork

on
anim

al
w
elfare

and
anim

al
conservation

and
to

urite
an

article
to

be
presented

at
the

Jain
Conference

w
hich

took
plece

in
D
elhi

in
February

1985.
Since

the
w
riting

of
this

article
the

im
port

of
frogs

legs
into

the. U
.K.

has
dropped

from
109,599

kgs
in

1983
to

80,669
kgs

last
year.

At
the

5th
Conference

of
CITES

w
hich

w
as

held
in

Buenos
Aires

last
m
anth,

it
w
as

decided
to

list
Rane

tigrina
and

Rana
hexadectyla

on
Appendix

II.
The

G
ov.

af
Bangladesh

has
im

posed
a

tem
porary

ban
on

the
trade

in
frogs

legs
for

ecoaogical
reasons,

but
the

Indian
G
overnm

ent
has

not
follow

ed
this

lead.


