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entrepreneurs with big fish processing and freezing plants.
They are cashing in on the live cutting of millions of frogs
each year which pass through their plants on the outskirts
of cities such as Madras, Bombay, Hyderabad and Calcutta.
Over the past 25 years the trade has grown at an alarming
rate. In 1959, India exported about 93,5 tonnes (equivalent
to at least 5.8 million frogs). By 1973, this had risen to
2.698 tonnes, and to 3,570 tonnes in 1978 (which is the
equivalent of 10,700 tonnes live frogs). Ecologically,
these frogs would have eaten over 10,000 tonnes of crop
pests PER DAY during the monsoon season, had they been

left alive in the rice paddies and coconut gardens to fulfil

their natural task.

There are about two hundred species of frog in the world.
Of the sixteen species in India and Bangladesh four species
of frog are used, mainly the larger Rana tigrina and

R. hexadactyla.

In 1973 the USA temporarily banned the import of frogs legs
from India, Indonesia and Japan, due to problems with bacteria
such as salmonella. Solutions of water and chlorine or

10% common salt are used to wash the frogs to help reduce
this problem. India exported 1.935 tonnes to the United
States in 1982.

In an attempt to dispel allegations of cruelty in India

a National Award was given to a researcher who came up with
the idea that a 10 minute immersion in 10% sodium chloride
immobilised the frogs and it was assumed to anaesthetise them.
This however has been scientifically disproved, and, to the

contrary,such a process is highly irritant and damaging to the
skin of amphibians.

Peasant farmers now have had to try and compensate for the
loss of this natural pest control by using pesticides, such
as DDT, DNOC and other highly toxic chemicals, many of which
are imported from Europe, where their use is restricted or
banned.

Britain, the world's third largest exporter of pesticides

derived more than half its income from m%@ouw sales in 1983.

The EEC accounts for two-thirds of the world's pesticides exports.

This growing dependence on insecticides by India and
Bangladesh is being increased by the seasonal mass slaughter
of hundreds of millions of bull frogs each year to provide

this food delicacy, causing a growing health threat to peasants -

especially children. The Head Surgeon of the Skin Clinic in
Bangladesh's capital Dacca is concerned that 20% of the popu-
lation suffer from skin diseases caused by contact with
pesticides. "If the toxic chemicals are not reduced, we shall

have to face enormous problems".

According to Oxfam, 375,000 people in the Third World are
poisoned - 10,000 fatally - by pesticides each year. These
figures do not include chronic or long-term damage, such as
cancers and birth defects.

India spends 1% million pounds (rupees 200 crores) a year on
the insecticide imports, more than double the amount it earns
from the frogs legs trade. Across the border in Bangladesh,
now the largest exporter of frogs legs, the bill for pest
control has escalated to 17.5 million dollars.

For every 35 paisas (5% pence) earned in foreign exchange
this has prevented the natural destruction of 1 kg. of
agricultural pests. The surest means of exterminating an
animal is to put a price on it. But there are other consider-
ations, if only man would seek to understand the wonderful
relationships in nature. Frogs- control parasites which harm
freshwater fish. These fish live in village ponds and keep
the water clean during the dry season when water is so vital.
Frogs also provide a major food source for snakes, such as
the cobra and also birds of prey. The use of toxic insecti-
cides such as DDT have caused many birds to disappear and
the loss of frog spawning grounds, as well as poisoning fish.
The result is that without an abundance of snakes and other
predators the rodent population has increased, and in the
Indian sub-continent they outnumber people by ten to one.
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The embarrassed Indian High Commission has issued a barrage
of statements citing improved hygiene, control in catching
and exports, immersing frogs in salt water! and research into
improved slaughter methods to justify this cruel and
disastrous trade. Whether they are killed humanely or not,
the ecological damage remains, and as already stated, India
has to spend more than twice the foreign exchange earned

from the frogs' legs trade, on the import of highly dangerous

insecticides to replace these useful insect eaters.

Why does the Government of India allow this wanton slaughter
to continue to provide a mere food delicacy for the affluent
West and to the detriment of its own people and country?
Have those in power forgotten the teaching of Ahimsa and

the retribution of Karma?

Each one of us bears a personal responsibility. It is our
world and the way we act as individuals will collectively
shape its future. It is for you to protest to the
Government and write to the press about the cruelty of the
frog trade, the increase in factory farming methods, the
trade in furs, reptile skins, and live animals, and to
resist the pressures of the multinational drug and chemical

companies.

"Evil will triumph so long as good men do nothing".

&s Mahatma Gandhi pointed out, protest must be non-violent,

for if we protest against violence with violent actions we

fight against ourselves.

We can contribute to violence, famine and war, or we can
work for peace. If we choose the latter, the fundamental
basis is a harmonious relationship with the whole Natural
World. If we get that wrong it will all be wrong. It starts
with personal responsibility....

"A1l life is one, and all its manifestations

with which we have contact are climbing the

ladder of evolution. The animals are our younger
brothers and sisters, also on the ladder but a few
rungs lower down than we are. It is an important
part of our responsibilities to help them in their
ascent, and not to retard their development by
cruel exploitation of their helplessness.

What I am now saying, if people would realise it,
is of very great practical importance, because
failure to recognise our responsibilities towards
the animal kingdom is the cause of many of the
calamities which now beset the nations of the
world. Nearly all of us have a deep-rooted wish
for peace - peace on earth; but we shall never
attain true peace - the peace of love, and not
the uneasy equilibrium of fear - until we
recognise the place of animals in the scheme of
things and treat them accordingly."

These words were spoken by my Stepfather, Lord Dowding,
on 18th July 1957 as he concluded one of the 27 speeches
on animal welfare he gave in the House of Lords.

ooc<1:no><_0<<1_jzm,
ASHURST LODGE
SPELDHURST ROAD
LANGTON
TUNBRIDGE WELLS
KENT TN3 0JF. U.K.

Editor's Note: David Whiting wes requested to give a short background of his

and his family's work on enimal welfare and animal conservation and to write

an article to be presented at the Jain Conference which took place in Delhi

in February 1985. Since the writing of this article the import of frogs legs

into the U.K. has dropped from 109,599 kgs in 1983 to 80,669 kgs lest yeer.

At the 5th Conference of CITES which waes held in Buenos Aires last month, it

was decided to list Rena tigrina and Rena hexadectyla on Appendix II. The Gav.

of Bangledesh has imposed a temporary ban on the trade in frcgs legs for ecological
reasons, but the Indian Government hes not followed this lead.




