Mr Homeyuon Abduloli
5 Aowul Rehmen Street
Bombay 400003, ith Januarys 1984,

Abduleli Sahab,

nclosing o field-list of the commoner hiriszofyderabad,
ht out by the Birdwatchers' Society of Anihra Pradesh. It
esigned by us, for sale to birdwatchers of this area,
in mind bird Femilies. Ve have tried to arrpnge the birds
abetical order within their Families, Th f&ﬂr columns
have been provided for *tick-marks' on four fi It is
left to the uvser's discretion whether to use one ﬁ&ri fer one
place or for four different places. I personally leel that the
use of all the four columns of one card should be §
placc. It is not only convénient, bmt cne hes the gist of feur
trips to a place right there, on the card., DBut i would like to
have your opinion of the card.

' e > o T
ar  Liae. same

4 g ag red s and there wvisited the
bulnﬂy Deer Park He says tha 3 full of Crey ?r*wrrs.
Ferhape one e or two Bleck Drenges in a dey: but there
are Grey Hrcn;us ‘nz Grey Dirc s AS soon as he said this, i
thought of you and the L‘fﬁ 7 of he CGrey Prcugos in Borivili.
I do pot thick thet this betveen the tve plsces cculd
ve ke zmzxit xf a cginvléence. ?ﬂw!? it be due tb the rather
similar habitet? Both places are full of demsely srown trees.
Put ere the resident Black Dronges of Guindy spreading out into
the city of Madras? like those of Borivili ere going to Fombay
and other areas?

The heavy monseon of this year hes heen very pood for the birds,
but ot too ro00d for the hirdwatchers. All the terks and lekes
are brimiug sud so bird pepulstions seem to heve spread over
all of them. ave not St@n the congregetions of waterbirds of
last year, he Pied Herrier bas been scen agein near the eityl
Rest is all fine here I am eeperly waiting for your comments
on the card.
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Regurds to Mre Abhdulali.

Yours sincerely
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HUM,AYUN ABDULALI

, Abdul Rghmah Street,

BOMBAY-400 003,
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Mr Pumayun Abdulali
75 Abdul Hehman Street
Bombay - 400 25th Janvery, 1924,

Dear Abidulali

I heve read tter uft~r returning from
am grateful tec you for. the prompt reply and
me to state ov nse a little more carefully
1) This cerd has been desipned, as i said earlier, with
birdwetcher min it is Bor him to take out into the
as he birdws o & We were working within a limit of
the card could be slipped into a = "tmﬁcckﬂt and thus
asily into Lhe Fielu All the birds hﬂva not been inclu:
=‘1r‘rle regson that the card is of " tho CORON
erabad region ghy o8 vou mentior u?are arg reyeral
they are not commenly found, and
y about a checklist,
along and work in
ig tine, Ve want
80 have been collecting de
j withent saying ;nﬁt we are noat
generous offer of help in the preparation of
a checulghu, uut we would want it guite a bit., Thaonkyou once againg
2) You point out that the ablréviations ere pot satisfactorye T
again say thet the sige of the card f primary importance and so
we had t¢ use those abhreviations  only.
8) Though i personally woull have leved to irclale even the rarer
birds into the list, opinion in the Society favoured the commoaner
biris. Some eof us are conservative and would mot like to face ridicule
or criticism for a howler inm the rarer bird sphere. A sound record
should be established first before it is made public, is the line of
tﬁought'
4) ve have had 2000 cerds printed and each card has cost ms 27p.
About Us 500/ for the lot, Ve think it is a good bargain and have put
e pricn of T 5/~ ner set of 10 cards. We heve not thought of a second
edition yet, but i guess we shouvld atart omce § of the wheole lot is
solde. Vhat would you s st, being more experiemnced?
5) Ve hnva 1M S weaver bhirds in the list spd not 1 us you mention
in the let The third, (“lacft%roatAi Weavar qxri), is not comnon.
The two birde listed
are GAY and kﬁAVLu uIRﬂ, S (strcaked).
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25th January, 1984,

6) The suggestion you make about three or four of us writing a piecce
for the Jourmal, on the birds of Hyderabad - adding to all that is
missing in Selim Ali's Pirds of Hyderebad — is excellent. But one bigg
drawback would be the fact that the latter ceovered the entire HYDERABAD
STATE, while we have been watching the birdlife of Hyderabad city only.
that do you suggest for this sitvetion ?  Shovuld e bese our notes in
reference to those birds whick Tr Salim Ali ?c"'l within the limits of
our work 2?7 And add such species which he has not listed for the srea ?
Abdulali Sshab, our Society is plavning a Habitat Survey e¢f certain
habitets found ir and arcund the city. What we have mind is a rather
amateurish atteept at conducting er ecclogical study of the bird-feuna
of these hahitats. We plan tc record the monthly changes in Lhe habitat,
like the flowering of certein trees, and cother such floral chengess

the effeet of these changes on the local bird pepuleations: whet they
feed on and vhen; vhet time of t“o year they bhegin to megh snd whether
chonges in the florsl cycle starts the avien.eycle wu5 if 1oa=ible
to find cut which floral cycle Ntzzmlctos . . species ¥e
will

the immediante hahiﬁat )t"ﬂwf. ?i%e

ing up of reeds, breaking down af

try to correlste this dete with

some record cards for this ﬂroject beo, and

soon as they are resdy, for your cemment,

please tell me what you thipk obent the cbove

improve uwpeon it, Lkeering in mind thet it las

A piece of good news for yow ie cur plan teo have o more comprehensive
list of birds of this region, in the future, But i camnot say how
near this fators is geing te be. DPut i think that this liet will alee
be a 'tick list'! rather than a ‘checklist?,

an evening of films of wildlife for the wildlifers im the city. Srinath
of Madras will bring his snakea for ihe show, We are geering up for
it now.

In mid March, the locel branch of WWF is 3 Prﬂiﬁg a encke show and
4




“HUMAYUN ABDULALI 75, Abdul Rehman Street,
Telegram : FAIZCOY BOMBAY-400 003.
Telephone 321724 6th February, 1984

Res.: 533006

Dear Aasheesh,

wlf
. I have your letter of 25th iaé%. While I am sure that it
is not much use corresponding indefinitely about the same
matters, T think I would like to clarify some of my points of
view just to make sure that there is no misunderstanding: -

(1 & 3). The purpose of a card of this kind is to let
the birdwatcher know what he should look for. One of the
important points of birdwatching is to obtgin new records and
a 1ist for A.P. is incomplete without reference to Jerdon's
Courser and the Pinkheaded Duck. Unless you give them the
names, the observers,.if any, will fail to identify whst he
has seen. It is also not necessary to publish every
sight-rec;yd reported and if you look at the foreign jouenals,
you will see that each sight-record is accompanied by a list
of the points on which the identification is based, and
which permits separation from an associsted species, It may
also be accompanied by an editorial note indicating why the
reason the report ia Smspect. The ngxt observer will have to
override this difficulty.

(2). Upon looking at the card more carefully, I see that
you could in many cases have inserted the whole name and
where this is not possible, it would be better to have a
heading for groups e.g. eagles When cnly this word need be
abbreviated e.g. Crested Serpent E., pather than C.S. Eagle.

You cannot have very small areas for the distribution
of birds which can fly 30/50 miles in a few hours. When you
are referring to resident birds like larks and if a suitable
biotope exists, you can include them even if they are found
in the surrounding countryside on all sides and not in the
area under study itself.

(L), The programme is good but from my experience this
may take a long time.

(5) The two Bayas are separated by several Munies &nd I
missed one.

(6/7) A habitat (ecological) survey is very interesting
but the difficulty is that there are few, if any, people in
this country who are competent to undertake or guide such

X%f . 22 &




~HUMAYUN ABDULALI . 75, Abdul Rehman Street,
Telegram : FAIZCOY BOMBAY-400 003.
Telephone 321724
Res.: 533006

6th February, 198L.

surveys., You can only start with specific single species
projects e.g., what is the difference in habitat between the
two Bayas or of any birds of two or more species found in
the same area. Once you can determine the reasons wgg 2
species of the same genus are found in the same or different
areas, you can apply similar reasons to other species and
then 1link them with other aspects of the biotope, plants,
soil, etc. Many attempts haVe been made of large scale
overall work of this kind, but I have not seen any successful
results,

Please do not think that I am trying to discourage your
work. I am only trying to draw attention to the difficulties
which you are bound to experience.

Yours sincerel

Mp, A, Pittie,
14, =7-370 Begum Bazar,
Hyderabad-500 012. (A.P.)
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Sender's name and address :-

Bombay Natural History Society
Hornbill House, Dr. Salim Ali Chowk,
Shaheed Bhaga! Singh Road,
BOMBAY-400 023 (INDIA)
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Telegram : HORNBILL, Bombay .
Telephones :

%m/w% L%Z“Mm/ %Z‘a'zy %zé 2y

Regd. under Societies Registration Act. No. XX1 of 1860 [No. 448 dt. 14-3-1928]
Regd. under Bombay Public Trusts Act. 1950 [No. F 244 (Bom) dt, 6-7-1953]
HORNBILL HOUSE, DR. SALIM ALl CHOWK,

SHAHEED BHAGAT SINGH ROAD,
BOMBAY 400 023
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AHSHEESH PITTIE
14-7-370 Begus Bazaar, Hyderabad - 500 012. India. Phone : R:35683 / 0:43264.

Yyodars Dt. 4.5.:94,

May 8, 1994

Mr. Haumayoun dbdalal i

C/o Bambay Netural History Society
Hornbill House

Br. Szlip Ali Chonk

Shabeed Bhagat Singh Road

BOHBAY — 400 023

Dear abdulali Sabab,

Pour above letter war a wonderfoal zurprizse’

Or. Salipv #4li's collection of birds from the erstwhile Hyderabad
Gtate ix with the Zooloagy Department aof the Oswpania University,
bhere .

There are very few specipens in the collection and alpost all
have seen preéty rough weather.

The correct person to contact would be Dr. V. Nagulu, Head of
Departwent, Deparément of Zoology, COswpania University, Hyderabad.
Hiz resideptial address iz 9-1/5 Dwarakanagaram, New Dilsukbpa—
gar, Hyderatad — 500 660.

£f there ix anything else I can do in the above petéer, pleaze do
noat hesitate to write.

I hope all is well with you and ¥rs. #bdalali. We are all well
here. Smpriti and the kids have gone to Bangalore for the sumnper
and I zhall join thew at the end of Hay. He are planning a 3—4
days €rip to Hunpar in the High Rangs hills of Eerala.

Hishing you and Hrs. abdalali all the very best,

Yours sincerely,

——




