
Mr li
75 Abdul Rehman Street
Bombey 470003 1ith January, 1984,

Dear Abdulali Sahab,

I am enclosing a field-list cf the commoner bir tsoeffydera bad,
brought out by the Birdwatchers' Society cf Anihra Pradesh. It
hes been Uy us, Por sule to birdwatchers of this area,
keeping in min! bird Families. We have tried te arrange the Dirds
in alphabetical order within their Families. The four columns
have been nrovidel for st on four field~trips. It is
left to the user's discretion whether to use ere card fcr one
place or for four dilferent places. I persenally feel that the
use of all the feur columns cf one card shovld be for the same
pieec. It is not only convenient, ot ene hes the gist of four
trips to a place right there, cn the card. But i would like to
have your opinion of the card.

Siraj Sahab hed gone te "adras recently, ani there vicited the
Guindy Deer Fark. He seys that it is full ef Crey Brenecs.
Fernape one sees one or two Black Drenges in a days but there
are Grey Orongos and Grey Drengos. As soon as he said this, i
thought of you and the theory cof the €rey Drensos in Yorivili.
I do not thirk that this similarity betveen the tre pieces cculd
be wmeutt wf a Covld it be duc th the rather
similar habitet? Beth places are full of dexsely sromm trees.
fut ere the resident Ricck Pronges of Guindy apreading out into
the city of Madras? like those cf Borivili are going to Tombay
anil other arees?

Tne hecvy oon of this ye vr kee tar yory ood Sor the hirds,
but rot too : ocd for the birdwatchers. All the terks and Jokes

to co irl penndshtiors cee: To here sc} reed over
all of them. I have not seen the congrepaticne of waterbirds of
last yeer,. The Tied Harrier bos been ayein necr the city!
Yemt is ali fine here. I am eagerly writing for your comments
on the card.

Regoris to Mrs Ahdulati.

Yours sincerely
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Telegram : FAIZCOY BOMBAY-400 003.
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Mr Humayun Abdulali
75 Abdul KRenwan Street
Bombay ~ 460 0013, 25th Januery, 1924,

Dear Abiulali Sahab,

I have read your letter after from Calewttea yesteriay.
am greteful te you for the prompt and the advice. 'nt rernit
me to state our case a little more carefully ant clearly.
1) This card hes been desinned, ae i said earlier, with the local
birdwetcher in mind. It is Mor him to take ovt inte the field oni use
as he birdwatches, We e workins within a Linit of space so that
the cari could .be slipped into a an} thus he cerried
easily inte the field. Ali the birds heve not been for the
simple reason that the Cc is of the COMMON birds of
erabai region. Though, you memtior, there a several more species
found in the area covered, they are not commonly found, and so have not

@ in proggess. Wha ve are waitin for is tire, We went cur record to
be as straight as the 80 have been collecting data

thet we have heen tonsilering 11 all slong and work in this regari is s
been incluled. your about a chee! might Si >

sible
for } "ee notat+YY +

only grateful for your generous offer of help in the prenaration of
fle a Sth. Mao wiycu ence asria,7 bint it

3

2) You point out that the abbreviations cre not satisfactory,
agein say thet 2 sige cf tle eocd was of orimary inpcrience onl so
we had te use those abbreviations only.
3) Thouch i rersoanlly would have loved to irely a even the rarer
birds into the list, opinion in the Society faveured the commoner
biris. Some ef us are conservative ani would aot like te face ridicule
or criticism for « howler iv raver bird epbere. 4 record
should be established first before it is made nuhlic, is the line of

4) e have tnd 2000 cerds printe? and each card has cost us 27p.

a price of ?s 5/- ser set of 19 cards. We heve not thought ef a secend
elition yet, but i guess ve horld start onee # of the whole lot is
sold. What would you suggest, being more experienced?
5) We have listed 2 weaver birds in the list end not 1 us you mention
in the letter, The 2 (Blachthrosted Weever Biri), is not comuone
Ve have seen it in just one area of the city. The two birds listed
are BAYA and WEAVER BIRD, § (streaked),

sound

thought

lot. We think it is a geod bargain and have putAbout 550 for the

t *

a _ ¢23

crcl foe
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25th January, 1984,
&

6) The suggestion you make about three or four of us writing a piece
for the Journal, om the birds of Hyderabad - adding to all that is
missing in Salim Ali's Pirds of Syderabad - is excellent. fut one beg
drawback would be the fact thet the latter covered the entire HYDR ABAD

STATE, while we have been watching the birdlife of Hyderabal city only.
'hat do you suggest for this citucticn ? Shoolv we bese our notes in
reference to those birds which "r Salim AlL formi within the limite of
our work ?? And add such species which he has net listed for the erea ?

Abduleli Sahab, our Society is nlanning a Yabitat Survey ef certain
hebitets found in and around the city. What we have in wind is o rather
amateurish etterpt at ccnducting en ecclogical study of the bird-fcuna
of these hebitats. We nlan te record the monthly chenzes in the habitat,
like the flowering of certuin trees, and other such floral chengess
the effect of these chanres cr the local bird populetions: whet they
feed on and vhen; whet time ef the year they becin to mest end waether
chenges in the floral cycle starte off the avian cycle and if possible

ort MB ch floral cycle ctinwletes whick srecies cf bird/s. We

ing up of reeds, breaking down of rocks for grerite, ete. "eo shell
try to correlate this date with the bird-life toc. We beve plarnel
some record cards for this »roject teo, and i stall mail you a set as
soon am they ere rendy, for your cement, In the meantime, would you
please te?l me whet you thin' ebouc the chert project cx - ey we can
improve wren it, keening in mind that it (as te be simple. ?

to fin?
will al:SO he the
the imrediate Vita the

A piece of good news for you is evr plan te have o more corprehensive
list of birds of this region, in the future, "ut i cavnot say how
-near this future is going to be. But i think that this liet will ales
be a 'tick listt rather tran a tchecklist!. ;

In mid Mareh, the lccel branch of WW is piarning a ike chow and
an evening of files of wildlife for + the wildlifers in the city. Srinath
of Madras will bring his snakes fer the shaw, We are peering up for
it now.

Hoping to hear from you soons woh ay ("f te



™ HUMAYUN ABDULALI 75, Abdul Rehman Street,
Telegram : FAIZCOY BOMBAY-400 003.
Telephone 321724 6th February, 198h.

Res.: 533006

Dear Aasheesh,
I have your letter of 25th inst. While I am sure that it

is not much use corresponding indefinitely about the same
matters, I think I would like to clarify some of my points of
view just to make sure that there is no misunderstanding: -

(1 & 3). The purpose of a card of this kind is to let
the birdwatcher know what he should look for. One of the
important points of birdwatching is to obtain new records and
a list for A.P. is incomplete without reference to Jerdon's
Courser and the Pinkheaded Duck. Unless you give them the
names, the observers,-if any, will fail to identify what he
has seen. It is also not necessary to publish every

of the points on which the identification is based, and
ight

"record
reported and if you look at the foreign jouanals,

you will ee that eac sight-record is accompanied by list
which permits separation from an associated species, It may
also be accompanied by an editorial note indicating why the

this difficultyreason the report suspect. The next observer will have
override

(2). Upon looking at the card more carefully, 1 see that
you could in many cases have inserted the whole name and
where this is not possible, it would be better to have a

heading for groups e.g. eagles when cnly this word need be
abbreviated e.g. Crested erpent E, vather than C.S, Eagle.

You cannot have very small areas for the distribution
of birds which can fly 30/50 miles in a few hours. When you _

are referring to resident birds like larks and if a suitable
biotope exists, you can include them even if they are found
in the surrounding countryside on all sides and not in the
area under study itself.

(4). The programme is good but from my experience this
may take a long time.

(5) The two Bayas are separated by several Mmnies and I
missed one.

(6/7) A habitat (ecological) survey is very interesting
but the difficulty is that there are few, if any, people in
this country who are competent to undertake or guide such

2:



75, Abdul Rehman Street,HUMAYUN ABDULALI-- - 2:
Telegram : FAIZCQY . BOMBAY-400 003.
Telephone 321724

Res.: 533006
6th February, 198h.

surveys. You can only start with specific single speries
projects e.g. what is the difference in habitat between the
two Bayas or of any birds of two or more Species found in
the same area. Once you can determine the reasons why 2

Species of the same genus are found in the same or d ferent
areas, you can apply similar reasons to other species and
then link them with other aspects of the biotope, plants,
soil etc. Many attempts been made of large scale
overall werk of this kind but have not seen any successful
results.

Please do not think that I am trying to discourage your
work. 1am only trying to draw attention to the difficulties
which you are bound to experience.

Yours Sincerel

fo ho?

Mr. A, Pittie,
Begum Bazar,

Hyderabad-500 012. (A.P.)
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Sender's name and address : -

Third fold here

Bombay Natural History Society
Hornbill House, Dr. Salim Ali Chowk,

Shaheed Bhagat Singh Road,

BOMBAY-400 023 (INDIA)
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bomlay Neturad History Society
Regd. under Societies Registration Act. No. XX1 of 1860 [No. 448 dt. 14-3-1928]
Regd. under Bombay Public Trusts Act. 1950 [No. F 244 (Bom) dt, 6-7-1953]

HORNBILL HOUSE, DR. SALIM ALI CHOWK,
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AASHEESH PZTTE
14-7-370 Begue Bazaar, Hyderabad - 500 012. India. Phone : R: 35683 / 0: 43264.

REF: Your: Dt.

Hay &, 1994

og,

Mr. Humayun Abdulali
C/o Bombay Natural History SocietyHornbill House
Dr. Salim Ali Chowk
Shaheed Bhagat Singh Road
BOMBAY - 400 023

Dear Abdulali Saheb,

Your above letter was @ wonderful surprise!
Dr. Saliw Ali' collection of birds from the erstwhile HyderabadState is with the Zoology Departwent af the Osmania University,
Mares

There are very fern specimens in the collection and almost all
have seen pretty rough weather.

The correct person to contact wnould be Dr, V. Nagulu, Head of
Department, Department of Zoalogy, Osmania University, Hyderabad.
His residential address is 9-1/5 Dwarakanagarap, New Dilsukhna-
gar, Hyderabad 500 660.

if there is anything else I can da in the above patter, please do
not hesitate to write,

Smril€s and fhe kids have gone to Bangalore for the
avd r i Join €hem af fhe end of May. He are planning # 2-
days Erie €7 Munnar in the High Range hills of Kerala.

Aope all is well with you and Urs. Abdulali. We are all well
x IDMe?7

Wishing you and Hrs, all the very best,
Yours sincerely,


