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: Andhra Pradesh Crocodile
Bined - Chasdbusy, Project, C/o Nehru Zoological Park,

Research Scheler/Spl. Crocodile Surveyor. Ey@erabad = 300 002 (A.P,)

To

Mr, S,A. Chavan, I.F.8.,
Dy. Conservator of Forests,
Gir Lion Sanctuary,

Sasan (Gir),

Junagadh, Gujrat.

Dear Mr, Chavan,

I arrived at Hyderabad on 25th morning-without any

major difficulgy on way and all the eggs { 6 neste ) have been
implanted in the simulated nest in our hatchery. We hope to achieve
a good hatcheng percentage of the Gir ( Kamalechwar ) eggs,

1 have left some nesting biology proformas with Mr, Babarya
and hope to receive them filled up after che collection of the nests
from site. 1 may perhaps have to seek your help in this connection,
1 would also like to have a map of Kamaleshwar loke with the
markings of this seasons ( 1977 ) nesting sitee,

1 would be sending you some information about early
care of hatchlings and relevant details soon. And fipally 1 must
not forget to thank you and your staff for their co-operation

during my stay and showing me the famous Gir Lions more than once,

With sincere regards,

Yours sincerely,

{B.C .f.ﬂoudhuty)




Binod ¢ choudhury, Research Scholar,
Andhra Pradesh Crocodile Preoject,
G/0 Nehru Zoological Park ,
HYDERADRBAD 500 CO2s

To

Mr S 4 Chavan, IFS,.

Dy. Conservator of Forest, : T r

CGir Lion Santuvary,

SASAN (Gir),

Di- Junagarh,

Dear lMr Chavan,

I am indeed sorry not to have written you after my retlrn from Gir with

the Crocodile egzn, However , Dr Bustard %$old me that he has written you sbout the
hetohings Out of 145 eszrs colleocted 103 hatched and o this date we have 100%
survival . Sow the hatchlings ere fed with  live fish and & supplementery diet of
insects attracted by a electric bulb fixed one feet above the waler suriace of
the pools during the night,
May I request ysu for some irfo. sbout your Croccdile Project ? 1 would
like to know +the details of 1977 egg collection and haltehing in Girs You may
perbaps take a liitle puin to send me the information in the following proforma.
Place of Nest no., - Date of Yoe of ez Date of Total no Place of

s B netd & e &2 - ™ % a2 =
Collection Serinl collection in each nest hatehing ;.é%‘g%-ﬁ}%%m rearing

s =

May I also reguest you to ask your Crocodile Project officer Mr Babariya
to send me the Festing Biology Froformas which I hed given him %o fill up during
collection of the rest of the eggs from Kamaleswar Leke after my collection.

1 am sending by separate cover & booklet which we relessed on the eve
of the Wild life Week Celebration on 1st Ootober at owr projeci site,

I thank you on iy behalf for the kind assistence given %0 me during
my stay at Sasens

With sincere regards,
Youra Sincerely

(B ¢ Chovdowry )
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B.C:Choudhury, Crocodile Project,
Nehru Zoological Park,
- Hyderabad =500 264.

6th October 1980.

Demr Mr. Choudhury,

Thanks for your letter enquiring about the problems you have
with the mmggers there at Gir Crocodile Rearing Station. Mouth eanker is
usually a problem in those places which are ill veniilated and therefore
4end to be damp most of the time, They also spresed due to poor hygenic
condition in the pools, I suggest you the following:

1, Take Acriflavin solution 151000 (% 1lml Aciflavin added in 1000ml water)
and try to clean the puss accunmlated base of each tooth socket, (Do this
for eack crocodile). I hope you have this problem with the small crocodiles
onlye.

See if you can allow more sunlight to your pools( This will be very
necessary due to the severe winter over there) . You must also ensure
winter night time covering for all pools ( with gunny bags) but remove
the coverings in the day time %o allow more sunlight, ,
Try to change the pool wwater once every week and sgrub and clean each
pool, Rinse each pool with a diluted solution of Pottassium permanganate,
every time you clean the podls. If you cen work out a tdmetable for
cleaning a certain number of pools every day than you can always keep
your pools neat and clean.This is very important .
Try to feed your stock daily in separate feeding areas(If fed with dead
meat or fish) and keep the feeding areas clean every day, Your diet for
the crocodiles must have at least 25% fish.( Or else they will develop
hunched backs due to calcium defficiendy).
The feeding scheduled for hatchlings should be at least 10gms per day,but
this will gradually increase as they become older and bigger but even for
a one and half meter crocodile you will not require more than 200gms/day .
Keep & wastage of about 10% in each pool and you will lmow how much yo'
should feed your orocodiles,

Hope this answers all youb®e questions. Teel free to write whenmever you

want to, May I ask you some jnformation? Please fill in the proforma and send
it back to mes ' = S Ye o s e e -

No.of Nests Total no Total incubated Total hatched Surviﬁng as Remark:
collected of BEggs (No. of Eggs) on Oct 1980
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Vhite-winged Wood Duck
Breeding Results at J.W.P.T. 1976-1985

No. % laying No.eggs laid No.fertiJ %
Fertility hatched hatched reared reared
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EROCOD I LEGS

Proceedings of the 7th Working Meeting of the Crocodile
Specialist Group of the Species Survival Commission of
the International Union for Conservation of nature and

Natural Resources

co g RILOS

Memorias de la Séptima Reunibén de Trabajo del Grupo ‘de
Especialistas en Cocodrilos de 1la Comisibn de Superviven
cia de Especies de la Unibn Internacional para la Conser

vacién de la Naturaleza y de los. Recursos Naturales.

Caracas-Venezuela

21 al 28 de Octubre e 1984

International Union for Conservation of Nature anéd Matural
Resources IUCN.

Fundacidén para la Defensa de la Naturaleza FUDENA.

Universidad Experimental de Los Llanos Occidentales UNELLEZ.
Ministerio del Ambiente y de los Recursos Naturales Renovables
MARNR.

Florida State Museum (U.S.A.)

New York Zoological Society (U.S.A.)
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THE REPTILES AND AMPHIBIA OF CUTCH SIATR

BY
CHARLES MecCGaNN, 7.1 s,
(With two plates).

Cutch State is at certain times of the year isolated from the
mainland. The periodical isolation takes place in the years of good
rdins, when the Great Rann and the Little Rann are flooded.
During the dry season the Ranns are dry and perfectly hard, but
quite uninhabitable as not a blade of grass is to he found in any
part of them. The ground, in fact; is in many places covered
with thick incrustations of salt. The fauna of the :State is chiefly
composed of desert and semi-desert species  met with on the
ncighbouring mainland.
The records and specimens at my disposal indicate that little

15 known of the amphibian and reptilian faunas of Cutch State.
This paper is an attempt at putting together such data as are
available.  The records are drawn from the' collections of the
Bombay Natural History Society, the  Faung of British India
(Reptilia, 2nd Ed), and from specimens and observations made by
three-weeks’ tour to the Great Rann during

atter portion of September and the early part of October 1935.
Most of the material in the Society’s collection is from Mr. C. A
Crump, who surve yed the mammals of the State on behalf of the

Low Hillg on the border ofithe Groat Rann at Ni; Wand Pachum Island, ¢
and, Pachu stand, Cutch.

Society in 1912,

ORDER ¢ LORICATA Alligators and Crocodiles.
IFaminy :  Crocopitipg - Crocodiles.

Crocodilus palustris T.osson. The Mugger, Marsh Crocodile or Broad-snouted
Crocodile.

This erocodile ' is found in some of the inland lakes,
The Benas! Rivey entecs the Eastern or Little

[ Seen  specimens

in the artificial Iale at Chawa.
Rann and, crocodiles  are fairly nu rous. in "this

Iy cr, their presence in
the lakes i casily understood. They also oceur. in Rathiawar,

ORDER » SREST DINES 3 a4 urtles, Torloises and Terrapins.
Famity: Cueronipa: : Marine Turtles.
Caretta caretta, The Logger-head Turtle.
According to Captain V. C. Steer-Webster  (his species  comes  gshore
Mandvi to breed.
FamiLy: - Trioxveminm : Freshwater Turtles.

Lissenrys punctata granosa (Schoeplt.). Soft:shelled Turtle,
'The Bombay Presidency, including Cuteh’ (B L s id Ed.).

1.0l the Gre: Ik 1 1131 ( y
5 111 ¢ S5
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17. A SNAKE-TOAD INCIDENT

Humayun Abdulali’s note [J. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc. 68(2):463] re-
minds us that during the rainy scason of 1966, a male Green Keelback
(Macropisthodon plumbicolor Cantor) was found struggling inside the
campus of the Veterinary Dispensary at Chandaka, Puri District, Orissa.
The animal was secured and found to be about 51 cm long and had
the left forelimb of a Common Toad (Bufo melanostictus) piercing the
right abdominal wall at the 66th ventral scale.

It would appear that such accidents occasionally happen and we
may also, refer to an interesting note on ‘The Biological Control of
Dung’ in the Scientific American for April 1974, p. 179, where D. F.
Waterhouse mentions a Dung Beetle (Onthophagus cunniculatus) which
broke through the body of a small Australian toad which had swallowed
it!

ZOOLOGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA, S. BISWAS
CALcuTTA 700013.

NANDANKANAN BIoLoGICAL PARK, L. N. ACHARJYO

P.O. BaranNG, Dist. CUTTACK,
ORISSA,
September 12, 1974.

18. MARSH CROCODILE CROCODYLUS PALUSTRIS
IN THE GIR
(With a photograph)

The Indian marsh crocodile (Crocodylus palustris) has been wiped out
in most of its former range. It survives now in only the most remote
and protected areas. The following information was obtained through
a three day survey of the crocodile population in Kamleshwar Lake
inside the Gir Sanctuary, Gujarat, in June, 1974.

Night counts were made on 13-vi-1974 and 16-vi-1974 by slowly
walking around the banks of the lake and shining a powerful torch from
cye level to catch the eye reflection of crocodiles. On 13-vi-1974 a total
of 27 crocodiles were observed from midnight to 4 a.m., 15 on the banks
and 12 in the water. On 14-vi-1974 observations made during daylight
from the top Kamaleshwar Dam showed seven crocodiles. On the night
of 16-vi-1974 a total of 29 crocodiles were spotted between 6 _p.n. and
xM@Md (‘night basking’) and 15 were in the water.

Some crocodiles were approached within 3 metres but most fled
vhen 12 to 15 metres away. There has been no previous census or stu-

ies undertaken on the crocodiles in this lake but it appears to be an

%

MISCELLANEOUS NOTES

Photo. Crocodylus palustris (adult male).

important population that deserves more attention and management
as a natural gene pool for this rapidly dwindling reptile.

ANN JOSEPH
EKLAVYA CHAUHAN
KUSHAL KHANNA

R. WHITAKER

INDIAN YOoUTH ASSOCIATION
FOR CONSERVATION.

MADRAS SNAKE PARK TRUST,
MaADrAS 600 022,
December 3, 1974.

19. FURTHER ADDITIONS TO THE FISH FAUNA OF THE
CHILKA LAKE

A list of the fish fauna of the Chilka lake numbering 118 given by Hora
(1923). Jones & Sujansinghani (1954) cunsidered only 112 as valid
species out of the 118 species listed by Hora as six were synonyms
of recorded species. Koumans (1941) added one Gobiid fish from the
lake, thus bringing the number to 113. Jones & Sujansinghani (op. cit.)
presented 25 new records, raising the total number of species recorded
from the lake to 138. Later Roy & Sahoo (1957) added 14 more spe-
cies, bringing the total to 152.

We recorded the following eight additional species from the Chilka
lake while operating gill nets in the outer channel, inspecting catches
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CROCODILE SURVEY IN THE GIR

I am writing to give you the res » me crocodile
counts done in the Gir by Binod Choudh K, Pandya and
myself in May. @ This year Saurashtra has bhad onc of the worst
droughts of this century and the water level in all the
reservoirs is very low. In the censussed area, Kamleshwar,
water has been reducec to two small pools ‘and a single

g

large U-shaped lake. ‘ereg—are the figures:

Results of T counts
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Indegiendent counts by BC, RC and
- . [ —— e mm——
Date: ?705;86
Time: 2130 - 1230 hrs

Location: Kamaleshwar Hiran dam

Remarks Half moon, brightly 1it, partially cloudy

Surveyor 1 ‘Léke Small pools Total no. croes
BB 148 23 171

B.R:R 113 18 131

R f f,146 17 163
Averaqe caunt - 17 S

"cs were located in the rEesServoir, (maklwq 3t thc

wn,angle nesting population of mugger in iwdzd)

' Jocatiop (Muggeria Bunna on the Macchundheri river)
31de e s deup poal-at Pilipat.
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