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Report of
Workshop for Environment Journalists,

in Kannada language

Venue:

Madhyamika Shikshana Kendra, Neernalli,
Sirsi (U.Kannada), Karnataka

Implementing agency:

Prakruti,
Hulemalgi Brothers,
Chowki math road,

Sirsi, (Uttara Kannada) - 581 401
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REPORT :

Workshop for Environment Journalists

Introduction:

Writing on environmental issues in the Kannada Language media is gaining importance
since 1980's. Journalists have been writing articles on the peoples opposition to Hydel
Dams and conservation of biodiversity. This has had positive impact on creation of
awareness among common people. It also led to strengthening of environmental
movements in Karnataka. Various magazines and newspapers have published articles on
environmental issues. These journalists belonged to these newspapers or many of them
were freelance journalists writing from different regions of Karnataka. As the state is one
of the major destinations for setting up of mega industries, there is an immediate need to

get wider coverage of the environmental issues in the media. There was a felt need to

bring all these journalists together on single platform. The idea of organisng the workshop
emerged from this felt need.

OBJECTIVES:

The following are the broad objectives of the workshop:

Short term:

1.Workshop for journalists
2. Exposure to issues/field sites
3. Enhanced skills for writing on environmental issues

Long term:

1. To sustain the campaign in the media through coverage of articles on environment.
2. To develop a strong base for environmental reporting in the media.
3. To motivate journalists to cover mining and other topics.
4. Create awareness on environmental issues among journalists.

THE PROCESS:

The entire process of identifying the issues to be discussed in the workshop was evolved in
consultation with journalists. An initial frame work of the workshop was sent to

prospective participants and they were requested to make amendments/suggestions.

About 35 journalists were requested to participate in the workshop. Most of them were

writing in popular newsmagazines in Kannada (Sudha, Taranga, Karmaveera, Kannada
Prabha, Samyukta Karnataka and Udayavani newspapers). They consisted both

experienced as well as young journalists. It was made obvious that this was not a training
workshop but a workshop to share the experiences among journalists.
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Resource Persons:

We invited four journalists to be resource persons for the workshop. They were:

Shree Nagesh Hegde, Senior Editor, Prajavani (newspaper) and experienced feature
writer on environment issues.

Shree Dr. A.N, Madhyastha, Professor and Scientist experienced in writing on
environmental issues in popular magazines.

Shree 'Shree' Padre, Editor ofAdike Patrike and experienced journalist

Manjunath Hosable, Wildlife Photographer and writing on wildlife issues.

The resource persons were assigned specific topics and they were provided with the names
ofparticipants in order to prepare themselves for the workshop.

The preparations for the event started in August 1998. There was constant interaction with
the journalists as well resource persons. The final agenda as well as the timetable for three
days evolved in consultation with participants.

Background Material:

Scanning through the published material on environmental issues for two decades 23
articles were selected and compiled into a booklet known as KAKAPO. This booklet
represented new styles of environmental writings in Kannada Language as well as provides
an opportunity to analyse the Environmental Journalism for past two decades.

3

WORKSHOP:

The workshop was held on 25, 26 and 27 December 1998 in Neeranhalli village 8 kms
from Sirsi Town. The venue was in Coconut Palm garden developed by high school
students. The participants sat on the ground under the shade of palm trees amidst natural
surroundings.

The participants got an opportunity to live amidst the villagers and nature for the duration
of the workshop.

25™ December 1998

I Session

Nagesh Hegde, one of the resource persons initiated the discussion by reviewing the
environmental reporting in Kannada media. This was followed by discussions and

question and answer session.



II session

Shree Padre, Editor ofAdike Patrike initiated the discussion on the present status of
environmental reporting and the possibilities for improving the writing through selection of
issues.

Ti session
In the evening wild lofe photographer Manjhunath showed his slides on biodiversity and
wildlife conservation. Ranganath Rao, a participant as well as well known photojournalist
discussed the techniques for composing a good photograph.

26" December 1998

The participants were taken to the Bisgod Mines in Yellapur Taluk to see the destruction
caused by open cast mining. They also discussed the problems ofmining with villagers of
Geral, affected by mining. The participants visited the Magod waterfalls in Yellapur Taluk,
the scene of environmental struggle wherein people have stopped construction of the hydel
dam for thepast 15 years. They also visited Jenukulla Gudda to get overview ofWestern
Ghats. In the evening they visited Kalve village near Sirsi to see the congregation of
thousands ofbutterflies.

The participants took part in the exhibition of over 300 Books and Magazines on
environment and the decorative articles made from drift wood and coconut waste.

27™ December 1999

I Session

A. N. Madhyastha, Scientists and environmental journalist initiated the discussion on the
environmental laws, public interest litigation and environmental protection, Environmental
litigation, scientific background to articles and on environment movements.

II session

Nagesh Hegde spoke on the contradictions of environmental activism and being a
environmental journalist. It initiated an interesting discussion on whether environmental
journalist should be an activist?

TE Session

The theme of third session was to discuss the scope for improving the style of
environmental reporting the possibilities for selection of ideas for coverage on
environmental issues.



IV Session

In the concluding session the participants aired their views on the workshop. Most of them
agreed that the experience was enriching and the process should continued in future.

The concluding function took place on 27" December in the evening M. S. Hegde,
President of local High School, Nagesh Hegde and A.N.Madhyasta were chief guests. K.
S. Rajaram spoke on behalf of participants. He appreciated the fantastic arrangements
made during the workshop. The participants contributed a small endowment fund as
donation to conduct environmental activities for the students of Neernahalli High School.
The coordinator, Shivanand Kalve concluded the workshop.

The Youth group of Honnegadde, the teachers of Neernahalli High School and the
villagers worked hard to make the workshop a memorable event.

OUTCOME AND FOLLOW-UP ACTIVITIES

It was decided to establish an informal network of environment journalists.

An effort to be made to publish a booklet every year containing effective articles on
environmental issues.

To arrange for a follow-up meeting to review as well as to exchange our experiences.



ANNEXURES

Ia. List ofResource persons:

> Shree Nagesh Hegde
> Dr. N.A. Madhyastha
> Shree 'Shree" Padre
> Shree Manjunatha Hosabale

I. b. List ofParticipants

Shri G. N. Hegde
Shri Niranjan Vanalli
Shri Narendra Rai Derla
Shri Ashok Hasyagara
Shri C. Sathish
Shri P.D. Sudarhsan
Shri S. Dattatri
Shreemathi Sharadha Gopal
Shri Venkatram Daitota
Shri M.G. Halasige
Shri Santhosh Koulagi
Shri Mahableshwara Katrahalli
Shri Rajiv Ajjibal
Shri Bendiganavile Bagavan
Shri Bharath Kumar
Prakash Munnangi
Shri R.L Kanaka
Shreemathi Rohini Sharma
Shri Ravi. Gundlupet
Shri Shreerang Katti
Shri Raju Adkalli
Shri B. Seetharam Bhat
Shri Ananth Tattisar
Shri A. P. Chandrashekhar
Shri K. S. Rajaram



II Photos
Photo- 1, A view of the venue ofWorkshop in an enriched environment under coconut
garden

Photo: 2: The participants are discussing about environmental crisis and activism in the
proposed hydroelectric project area near Magod



Photo 3 A visit to Bigod mining area to know the impact ofManganese mining.


