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Gland, ] June 2004

Dear Zafar,

Over the past year, WWF's involvement in partnerships for sustainable development has been solicited more
often than ever before. Many new relationships have been established with businesses, other NGOs,
governments and multilateral partners, or a variety of partners willing to join hands for a common purpose
and offer concrete solutions to regional development challenges.

Acting as a broker and partner for regional development is a role perhaps unexpected of an NGO, yet one few
other institutions can offer, not even intergovernmental bodies, which are sometimes seen as lacking
independence. For example, at the recent Conference of the Parties of the Convention on Biological Diversity
WWF brought the Malaysian, Indonesian, and Philippine governments together to sign an agreement on an
ecoregion conservation plan for the Sulu Sulawesi Sea. This is obviously a big win for the environment. But
there is another aspect too. Government officials have often told me that the environmental cause is an
important motivation for such partnerships, but that their primary objective is actually regional stability. The
environment is thus becoming an entry point to a cohesive social and economic future across borders and for
entire regions.

It is ironic therefore, that today the environmental cause seems to take a back-seat when it comes to priority
setting for development policy by bilateral and multilateral donors ~ or worse, it is sometimes even portrayed
as being in conflict with the poverty reduction agenda. This is a mistake that ridicules the very meaning of
sustainable development which is based on the economic, the social, as well as the environmental
component. Thus, many of us feel we are passing through an environmental "ice age" for which future
generations could pay a heavy price.

Interestingly, this contrasts with a large part of the public that sees the link between a healthy environment
and development. Fortunately WWF's strength is to a large extent based on millions of private donors that
allow us to play an increasingly important role in translating sustainable development concepts into concrete
solutions at a regional scale, such as in the Sulu Sulawesi Sea.

The enclosed Annual Review 2003 provides you with a quick impression of some of the challenges
confronting a global organization like WWF. Please do not hesitate to contact me for more information on
WWF's work.

Yours sincerely,

41

HRH Prince Bemhard of the Netherlands WWVF-Welt Natur Fonds

President: HE Chief Emeka Anyaoku Registered as:
Director General: Dr Claude Martin VWWF-World Wide Fund For Nature

Dr Claude Martin
President Emeritus: WWF -Fondo Mondiale per la Natura
HRH The Duke of Edinburgh WWF-Fonde Mundial para la Naturaleza

Director General Founder President: VWWE-Fonds Mondial pour fa Nature

Also known as World Wildlife Fund
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w th disastrous
consequences Plant and animal

in our history.

Tne world's natural areas are under

species are becoming extinct faster
than at any time

Humanity's consumption now exceeds the planet's capacity to sustain renewable resources. WWF's ultimate goal

Is to stop and eventually reverse environmental degradation and to build a future where people live in harmony

with nature. Our promise to the world is that through working together, we will find the best solutions to save nature.

For more than 40 years our passion, commitment, and inspiring actions have made us the most recognized

independent conservation organization on Earth.

97%: the percentage of CO, emitted by western industrialized countries which comes from burning coal, oil, and gas for energy @ At least 50% of
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Established in 1961, WWF operates in more than 100 countries and raises some US$380 million per year. Well over half

of this is contributed by individual members and supporters.

We have achieved our international reputation for pioneering action and constructive dialogue because our conservation

policies are driven by solid scientific research. We are currently funding just under 2,000 projects and employ almost

4,000 people around the world.

We also propose numerous initiatives that influence government and multilateral policies as well as business practices.

More than 1 billion gallons: the amount of oil spilled worldwide during the last decade e Between 5 and 15 million: the estimated number of species of

Meneame keine



a

+

plants animals and micro organisms alive today @ 58, 1, and 9 the number of specié

TifFEN Color Control Patches



pass O
ltya

It fuels everyone in WWF from our scientists working on the ground to our policy experts putting pressure on

environmentally irresponsible governments and corporations

Many people get passionate about conservation But lasting success only comes from channelling this passion

to confront the problems and find the solutions
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Local often have
their roots in wider social and

that influence consumption of
and affect the

We have identified 238 "ecoregions" containing the most significant elements of the world's biological diversity.

Ecoregions may span several countries and, as such, are defined by nature. They can include tropical forests, or wetlands,
or even entire coral reef systems. We work with partners from all sectors, combining economic and social action to protect
or restore biodiversity.

Throughout WWF we have set ourselves stringent targets and measure our success in meeting them. To help deliver

really practical results, we have identified six priority programmes: forests, seas, fresh water, climate change, toxics,

and endangered species. We concentrate on long-term partnerships with governments, businesses, other NGOs,

local communities, and indigenous peoples to overcome obstacles, instigate conservation programmes, or intensify

their effects. This inclusive approach helps us to influence specific policies through targeted legislation, market forces,

and voluntary commitments.

percentage of the worla's total electricity supplied by hydropower. 24: the number of countries depending on hydropower for 90% of their supply
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US$30 billion the value of benefits - including fisheries, tourism, and coastai protection - provided by coral reefs per year @ 9 8 million hectares the area
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best long-term
througn challenging and

robust dialogue.
success Is

We don't shy away from confrontation but promote constructive interactions to create awareness, spread ideas,

and stimulate discussion. We have frank and open relationships with government ministers, local communities,

and international agencies, identifying lasting solutions to pressing environmental and social problems.

We are actively helping business and industry to embrace Corporate Social Responsibility. We are cnanging perceptions

of how they can transform a "business obstacle" into an intrinsic, and even profitable, part of their operations.

Conservation goals must be realistic and consider other legitimate needs and aspirations of society. We reinforce our field

projects with policy work and bold campaigns that address the root causes of ecological degradation and build workable

relationshios with the people involved.

years: an area of unspoilt land larger than North America is likely to be damaged by human activity @ 90 kilos: the average weight of cod caught in the
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At times our mission might seem to be against all the odds because of the relentless

loss of habitat and species. The extinction of a rare flower or obscure insect is not just

a local issue. It is symptomatic of the health of the cycle of life that is crucial to the

survival of mankind.

WWE is here for the long term, working on the widest scale possible with international

institutions such as the United Nations and the World Bank, and through national

governments down to local level. We are also setting the agendas and leading debates

at global summits and international conferences on conservation issues.
8

Our children are our future. We are encouraging new generations to become involved.

Our education programmes ensure that everyone can contribute through our websites,
de

actions at home, in the community, at work, and by influencing politicians.

19th century. (Nowadays, an 18 kilo-cod is considered a giant.) @ Logging affects approximately 15% of endangered species; grazing affects around 20%; water
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Conservation costs serious money.
Every cent is scrupulously allocated
and we endeavour to deliver maximum
return on the money we invest.
We take great pride in being transparent and accountable. We take meticulous care of funds and WWF donors can get

a clear picture of how their contributions are being used.

We are largely funded through the generosity of millions of individuals who place considerable trust in us. some 60 per

cent of the funds we raise every year come from membership fees, personal donations, trusts, legacies, and other gifts.

Contributions from governments and aid agencies account for more than 20 per cent of our income. Corporate donations,

sponsorships, and royalties from licensing our Panda logo provide further funding.

illnesses caused by poor quality water @ Atmospheric levels of CO, - the main global warming gas - are now higher than at any time in the past 420,000 years
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Our inspiration is a compelling mix of emotion, scientific credibility, difficult challenges, and influential vision.

But the source of our inspiration is always the wonder of nature and the resourcefulness of our partners and members.

We need you. We can't do it without you. Your help, your generosity, your determination, and your cooperation
are vital to give our planet hope for the future.

Our international website www.panda.org can tell you more about our work and how you can help.

Only a few dozen: the remaining Javan and northern white rhinos - the most threatened large mammals on Earth @ 50%: the percentage of illegally
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'We shan save all we
should like to, but we
shall save a great dea
more than ifwe had
never tried."'
Sir Peter Scott (1909-89), WWF founder
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do it without youe Can+
Your help, your generosity, your determination, and your cooperation

are vital to give our planet hope for the future...

for a living planet'

TiFFEN Color Control Patches



rol PatchesColor ContTiFFEN



WWF Offices:
Australia.
Austria
Belgium
Bhutan
Bolivia
Brazil
Canada
Caucasus (Georgia)
Central Africa (Cameroon)
Central America (Costa Rica)
China
Colombia
Danube/Carpathian (Austria)
Denmark
Eastern Africa (Kenya)
Finland
France
Germany
Greece
Hong Kong
Hungary
India
Indochina (Vietnam)
Indonesia
Italy
Japan
Madagascar
Malaysia
Mediterranean (Italy)
Mexico
Mongolia
Nepal

Our international website www.panda.org can tell you more about our work
and how you can help. Or your local WWF office would be happy to hear from you.

Netherlands
New Zealand
Norway
Pakistan
Peru
Philippines
Poland
Russia
South Africa
Southern Africa (Zimbabwe)
South Pacific (Fiji)
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
Tanzania
Thailand
Turkey
United Kingdom
United States
Western Africa (ivory Coast,
Senegal)
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European Policy (Belgium)
Macroeconomics for
Sustainable Development (US)

WWF Associates:
Fundacion Vida Silvestre
(Argentina)
Fundacion Natura (Ecuador)
Nigerian Conservation
Foundation (Nigeria)
Fudena (Venezuela)
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and to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature by

Avenue du Mont Blanc

Tel +41 22 364 9111
Fax +41 22 364 5358

www

panda
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WWE s mission ts to stop the degradation of the planets natural environment WWF InternationalWWF foraliving planet
* conserving the worlds biological diversity 1196 Gland
¢ ensuring that the use of renewable natural resources 1s sustainable
* promoting the reduction of pollution and wasteful consumption Switzerland
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