2 wm Pevelopment Perspectives

/ \/j:) A-6, Meera Apartments Opp. Skyline Cinema,
3( Basheer Bagh, Hyderabad - 500 001 Phone: 231260

P V SATHEESH
DIRECTOR

September 30, 1993

Dear Pandurang

As usual you have gane without a trace. But it is quite natural far
the likes of you and I won't hald it against you.

Somashekhar Reddy has sent me a script which 1s extremely
interesting. I have sent a little comment on it, which is annexed
here for yoaur reference. Please react to both the script and my
camments. You are the person who mocoted the idea of making this
film and it should be closest to your original idea. We don’'t want
another Bee Film happening here. So your reactions are most
impartant.

I have a8 plan of going to Mysore around 2nd or 3rd November. If we
can meet at Bangalore around that time, we can discuss things 1in
greater depth. Otherwise, if you are planning ta come here in
October, that is also fine by me. I will be away between Pth and
i7th. The dates that suit me best are between 12th and 22nd. If vou
and Mr Reddy can make it to Hyderabad, it will be my pleasure.

Please do write to me immediately.
Regards

Sincerely yaurs
=

(p v satheesh?




Development Perspectives

A-6, Meera Apartments Opp. Skyline Cinema,
Basheer Bagh, Hyderabad - 500 001 Phone: 231260

P V SATHEESH
DIRECTOR

September 30, 1993
Dear Mr Reddy
Here are my further reactions ta your script.

* Your script reads quite fascinating as it is. But still a
small daubt lingers 1n.my mind as to what is it that we want
to do in the film. Do we want to make it a narrative of
certain cultural practices in seed selection and preservation
or something more than that 7

For wham 1is this film ? You have alsc ccmplained  that
Pandurang never informed you about the purpose and clientele
of the film. To the extent of my knaowledge this film is for a
large international audience whao include scientists,
development activists, policy planners etc., who are the
normal ciientele of the WWF. The purpose is to impress on them
the vast knowledge that exists in traditional societies in the
area of seed selection and preservation. 1 think Pandurang
will have to confirm this.

If this 1s what we need to do, shouldn’'t we be a little more
cross-cultural, even 1f 1t is to be canfined to South India?
And  take certain examples from at least three states while
keeping the thread of our argument continuous.

I think the film must look at different agro-climatic zones
and relate the practices to the local eco-systems, cropping
patterns, agricultural traditions, climatic conditions etc.

Certain nitty-gritties regarding seed preservation, 1 think,
need a little more detailed treatment. What is in the script
iooks a3 bit too passing a reference.

We also have to worry about the feasibility and practicability
of filming the statements we make in the STt

I and Pandurang had talked a bit about the kind of film this can
turn out to be. I am marking a copy of this letter ta him so that
he can also react on the basis of qur previous discussion.

While I say all this, I must once again emphasise that the script
you have written is fascinating and 1s full of great 1nsights. I
only wish that it can be developed into a more raounded script which
enables us to make am interesting film.

With warm regards

_A—/\?/:;
(p v sathees
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which ig @ fi al market and an another informal

als mostly with sentiments

not only conservation but

The seeds dust means for reproducing a : o
Indians, it is more than that. The act of reproduction
being virtuous act and is universal the seeds, depending on
the gualities are regarded as part of wniverse, through
identifyving them with nine planets. Such ddentifications
are called "NMava Dhanya  or ° MNing ains’ . Mava Dhanva 1is
a combination of two cereals, one oil seed and seven pulses.
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act of women. It was a practice wherein
conservation was passed on from mother to daugh i Every

WO female child learnt art of conssrvation by working

along with

to began with selection
For sach Crop, fqualitis a good seed
krnown to the women. For example., in ragi crop, the lobes
ear—head should be long and the seeds should be strong
and placed at egual intervals. In Tamarind, the fruait
should be long and well curved as that of sickle The thick
fibre and the presence of a white fiborous layer

fruit and the seed marked as the good-gualities.

collecting the green cow-peas of vege . the good
were left to mature for seed purposes. The ear-heads
rag i, drmar hajra, etc.. were hand icke for  seed
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In the act of conservation materials or media in which seeds
are preserved play an important role. Normally, women
preferred locally available materials for storing
white—-ant free soil to give a protective coat over
son-pea, o the waste of ear-head bk ragi s for s aolichus
lab——1lab. Even sand is used for storing pigeon—pea. (ETaThls
packing material made out of grass or paddy straw or palm

leat may be used for storing grains Many a time some herbs
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package material.

oring such packed seed was an another important
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or religious festival. Normally all the seeds selected for
propogation in the coming agricultural season are planted in
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day. On the seventhy day, women folk of entire village or

gather at a water spot and check the growth of all
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has not shown good growth than they are declared

as  unfit for sSowing. Hanjaras or lambanis, conduct

germination az a festival called " Godi Habba’ or CWheat

featival . In which spinsters from each house bring in
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Development Perspectives

A-6, Meera Apartments Opp. Skyline Cinema,
Basheer Bagh, Hyderabad - 500 001 Phone: 231260

P.V. SATHEESH

October 192, 1993.

Dear Pandurang,

Very long ago I had written you a letter to find out whether it
would be possible for us to meet in Bangalore for further
discussions on WWF Film. The possible dates could be November 3 or

10th. I have naot had any reply from you as yet.

Can you please find a few minutes off your time and write a line in

. reply.

With warm regards,
Yours sincerely

A

P.V. SATHEESH

Mr. Panduranga Hegde
Hulemalgi Building
SIRSI - 581 40t
Karnataka.




PANDURANG HEGDE

Hulemalagi Bros. Chowki Math,
SIRSI-58| 401 Karnataka

ATHEESH
evelopment Society
Apartments
yline Cinema

As usual I have not been able t0o keep in
touch. But I am constantly thinking
about the film we plan to produce. As

decided in Bangalore 1 am sending you

the write up on western ghats. Hope this
will enable us to arrive at the final
script. I am sure Reddy and you will

also send similar write uns.

Pandurang Hegde




Qg\@— DECCAN DEVELOPMENT SOCIETY

0, A-6 Meera Apartments, Basheerbagh,
.g/‘\, Hyderabad - 500 029
X Andhra Pradesh, India, Telephone: (040) 231260
Fax No. 040-203236 Mention DDS

Project : Pastapur, Zaheerabad - 502 220

P V SATHEESH Medak District, Andhra Pradesh
DIRECTOR India, Telephone : 2271

December 31, 19293

Cear Fandurang

Habitually vou are silent again.

What is happening ? Is there any progress on the script or film 7
If I remember, we had agreed to start filming during this rabi
season when the craps are harvested. But the deafening silence from
you and Reddy is making me nervous. Can we really da 1t

Please reassure me with a letter on the latest status of the
project.

With warm wishes for a very peaceful and creative 1%%4

Sincerely yours

{p v satheesh:?

Panduranga Hegde
Hulemalgi Building
Chowkimath

Sirsi

581401




September 7,1995

FAX: 040 231260 OR 203236

d bad ¥?§>IC/
To : Satish P.V. DDS, Hyderaba e /E;

From: Pandurang Hegde \
FAX: 08384-75131
PH : 08384-75139

Dear Satish,

9
Thanks for your telegram. ,’
I have received your letter on making film on traditions. It is very
interesting. We are willing to help you. Somashekhar was here last

week and we discussed about it. Please let me know how we proceed,

My telephone and fax number is given above. My residential phone
at farm is 08384-74720.

Best wishes,

(Gctirag

Pandurang

®




NOVEMBE

FAX: 040-231260/20236

TO -z P. V. SATISBH

FROM: PANDURANG

JEAR SATISH,

RECEIVED YOUr

LET ME

}ij}ﬁ_/:‘ ‘_\ {"‘ '4[/ QLIMT 0N AMMUONTTY —r’)(

18th AaND 19th NOVEMBER AT HALKA

COAST. Ih

» - - ~
_’v'\,‘u’ MY Iv -:- r»l AV L" y

ASE FAX AND

NEED IMN SIRSI.
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1641 110059 HYDERABAD-PGK 04 0054 0050

MR PANDURANGA HEGDE
HULEMALAGL BROS

CHOWKE MUTT
SIRSI 581401

HOPE YOU HAVE RECEIVED MY PREVIOUS LETTER REGARDING MAKING OF THE
FILIM TRADITIONS (.) I HAVE NOT HEARD FROM YOU YET (.} THIS IS A
CAUSE FOR CONCERN (.) PLEASE REPLY IMMDTLY PLEASE SEND YOUR LATEST
TELEPHOME NUMBER

P V SATISH DECCAN DEVELOPMENT SOCIETY

SERASTE

‘CGDE WORDS® —~——
. —COL 5814071 -~~~m\?\

-

- B

AHDPGKOD59 AHDREC1905

AHDMSS1291" /

NNNN /MVSA/ C /







