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The death penalty is the ultimately cruel,
inhuman and degrading punishment. It
violates the right on life. It is irrivocable
and can be inflicted on the innocent. It
has never been shown to deter crime
more effectively than the punishment?
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1. The second optional protocol to the in-
ternational covenant on civil and politi-
cal rights. :

2. The protocol to the American Conven-
tion on Human Rights to abolish the
death penalty.

3. Protocol No.6 and No. 13 to the Euro-
pean Convention for Protection of Hu-
man Rights and Fundamental Freedom
(European Convention on Human
Rights).
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It is not prudeut to accept the hypoth-
esis that capital punishment deters mur-
der to a marginally greater extent than
does the threat and application of the
supposedly lesser punishment of life
imprisonment,

IR @ SrsiE et e

The fact that statistics continue to point
in the same direction in persuasive
evidence that countries need not fear
sudden and serious changes in the curve
of crime if they reduce their reliance
upon the death penalty
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Of course I am a doctor and I want to
preserve life. And out of respect for hu-
man life | would remove a gangrenous
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appendix from diseased body. The jew
is the gangrenous appendix in the body
of mankind
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'When a condemned prisioner has de-
clared incompetent to be executed, phy-
sicians should not treat the prisioner for
the purpose of restoring competence un-
less a commutation order is issued be-
fore treatment begings.
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AGAINST DEATH
SENTENCE — AN APPEAL TO
THE PRESIDENT OF INDIA

To
The President of India

Sub : Please Stop the Execution

Sir,

As an India Citizen totally opposed to Death
Penalty, [ appeal with all the sincerity at my
command to you to rescind the death sentence
on Dhanonjay Chatterjee of Calcutta, on four
peasants in Bihar and on any other person
whose last petition may be lying before you, thus
paving the way for ultimate abolition of this pro-
vision from our statute book. This provision,
symbolizing the princple of retributive justic, is
a blot on our nation with its claim of being civi-
lized. On my part, I would be ready to leave a
written testament that nobody should be put to
death under court order even if | am murdered
in cruelest manner, had such a document had
any legal validity.

Even when the guilt of a person is beyond
doubt, the "heinousness" of the crime commit-
ted is no excuse for a civil society to yield to the
easy temptation of the most immoral principle
of retributive justice. Eye for an Eye will lead to
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a society of the blind as was famously and rightly
said. So will a Life for a life to a society of the
dead. Besides, it amounts to giving sanction to
the practice of inducing and/ or inviting a hu-
man being (the executioner-the hangman) to the
self-degrading and spiritually self-destructive act
of killing another human being (the condemned),
who has not done any harm to the former or to
any one near and dear to him, not in a fit of
passion, but in a pre-meditated cold blooded
manner. No surprise that taker for such a job
comes only from the most deprived and humili-
ated section of our society for whom this is the
only way left to earn above subsistence and/or
to assert his own identity before the rest of the
society, which suddenly pays a lot of attention
to the person for wrong reason.

But no human tribunal can claim to be infal-
lible, which is the sole preserve of the God in the
eyes of believers. Howevee few in number, there
were instances, when the condemned person was
found to be not guilty in later re-opening of a

trial. A single such instance is grouna: ough °

for annulment of any particular death sentence
and ultimate abolition of it. For, it is a truism
that death is irreversible and worth of human
life cannot be measured in statistical term.

Recommendation from Home Ministry and
the respective state Govt. against annulmentis
dictated by narrow vision and mindless expedi-
ency at the best, which are the hallmark of pro-
fessional politician of all hues world over and
by what it can be at the worst be better left un-
said. Please ignore the opinion of these self-serv-
ing "representatives” of the perple.

Once again I appeal to you to rescind the
death sentence of all those who have prayed to
you for clemency.

With regards,

Your sincerely

July 8.2004 Subhas Chandra Ganguly
B-22/8, Karunamoyee Housing Estate,

Salt Lake, Kolkata 700 091

e-mail address : subhasganguly@rediffmail.com
Phone : (033) 23590297,
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g letter was sent to the President of India
jected (August 5,2004) the clemency sppeal
njoy Chatterjee, a death row prisoner in
ast fourteen years.
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having no big brother, political or otherwise, as

if this was a very exceptional case in the "oasis
of peace" that West Bengal is. Even the present
Chief Minister's wife (who had never spoken
earlier from any public platform and generally
shuns limelight) came outin a an unprecedented
road show jointly with the hangman,waiting in
the wings, in support of execution ! The story
was same (except this incident of C.M.-hangman
joint roadshow) of course when the current
opposition(s) was in power about three decades
ago but that is another matter. The current
major ruling party at the center, being abjectly
dependent on the ruling party in the state, is of
course had to listen to the latter.

It is most unfortunate that you could not get
around the pressure of this (I do not mean only
the politicians of W.B.) bunch of politicians who
were depicted in very appropriate terms by the
last Election Commissioner,* against which poli-
ticians cutting ‘across party lines were up in
arms. Otherwise, it is difficult to believe that
you were incapable to apprcciate the very sim-

ple butirrefutable arguments against the very

* The last Election Commissioner Mr. Lyngodh, in a
press statement during his tenure once compared
the professional politicians in India with 'cancer' on
the body-politic.
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provision of Death Sentence, attested to by all
the indepenednt legal luminaries fighting for a
more humane order world over. Recently the
respceted senior lawyer Soli Sorabjee repeated
some of those arguments in a TV programme.
To refresh your memory these arguments, in
short, are:

the principle of retributive justice, repre-
sented by Capital Punishmentis a relic of a
barbaric past unaccepta’ble in a modern civil
society, no matter how "heinous" or of "rar-
est of the rare" nature the crime is; fallibility
of all human tribunal as contrasted to the
irreversibility of death; essentially immoral
character of the social sanction of the prac-
tice of inducing/inviting one person (the ex-
ecutioner, the hangman) to self degrading
and spiritually self-destructive task of kill-
ing another person (the condemned) [in 4 so-
ciety like ours takers come only from the
most deprived, humiliated and ostracized
communities (Dalits) for whom this becomes
the easiest or sometimes the only way to earn
above subsistence level and to assert his
identity, thus doubly emphasizing the essen-
tially vile character of this practice and the
sordid condition of their life]; contrary to
claims of the votaries of this provisions, ut-
ter failure of death sentence to act as deter-
rence, as attested by all independent scien-
tific survey; in a country like India it is the
poor, not having the means of costly legal
defense who really are at the receiving end
of such justice as will be evident from any
objective survey of the death row prisoners.

Soin the light of the above, the "number of cuts"
on the body of the victim (Home ministry's ar-
guments asreported in press) does not provide
any additional defense for what is intrinsically
indefensible.

Press often reports of you meeting and ad-
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vising the young on their future course of life. I
wonder how you will answer, in case you are
asked during such interaction, as to how to face
a situation if ever they are pressurized to de-
fend the indefensible by powers that be during
their professional career, not an unheard of situ-
ation as we all adults know. [s it possible Sir,
that your "wings" are no longer "on fire" * and
are possibly wet—wet and drooping?

It is extremely sad to note that you have lost
a historical opportunity to use one of the very
few genuinely discretionary powers granted to
the incumbent to the post of the President to
act as a harbinger of abolition of the provision
of Death Penalty from our statute book, an in-
human relic of our feudal and colonial past,
which we must outgrow to claim the member-
ship in the comity of nations who value human
values more than apparently our state do in as
much as they have at least done away with that
provision.

Many civil rights bodies and associated law-
yers have not lost the hope and are again
plainning to go to Supreme Court against your
rejection. According to press reports, one of the
grounds they may base their appeal on is sup-
posedly "arbitrary" character of this rejection. I
earnestly hope and wish that they succeed but
am not very sure that they will. In case they do
not and the prisoner is put to death, with direct
responsibility of death of another human be-
ing, whom you could save just by the stroke of
a pen without any real cost (except some un-
mentionables, which I do not believe can be true
in your case) to yourself, but you did not, how
comfortable you will feel with yourself, I won-
der, when the bell tolls (I wish you alonglife) as
it will for all of us some day.

Meanwhile, press is full of lurid details of
the impending execution, complete with the re-

* Name of an autobiographical book by President
Kalam is Wings of Fire.
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port of preparation of hangman's (with 24 necks
to his own credit sofar, as he proudly claims)
noose—literally so. Impression is almost one of
celebration of anticipated death. Vengeful sound
that has been unleashed all around by your re-
jection will almost welcome Public Execution.
And why not? After all if death penalty is a de-
terrence it will be more so if publicly done, hope-
fully sending a chill down the spine of the po-
tential mischief-maker. From press reportsit ap-
pears you are to receive congratulatory messages
from the former neighbours of the victim fam-
ily, who according to their own admission did
no go near the victim's family till long after the
incident so sincere and self-less was their sym-
pathy which they aré now making a show of.
Even children are being incited-to this vengeful
spirit showing the customary victory sign flashed
on the page of newspaper.

There is not much point in writing this letter
of course, except to communicate the sense of
deep anguish at the impending cold-blooded
slaughter of a human being to a fellow citizen
who was in a position to prevent this whole sor-
did business. I am not even sure that this mes-
sage will reach you at all, given the popular
impression about the nature of atmosphere that
supposedly surrounds the dignitaries of state
in India

In deep anguish and with regards—

6 August,2004 Subhas Chandra Ganguly
B-22/8, Karunamoyee Housing Estate

Salt Lake, Kolkata 700091

e-mail : subhasganguly@rediffmail.com
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Once... [the push to the ... paradigm and
the politics of water management that
is now an -election agenda, through
interlinking of rivers] crosses the limits,
relieves the planners of their present day
defenses, their worries about our ques-
tioning and the likely opposition by the
organized masses, fooling the scarcity-
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stricken of flood driven populations
through the media propaganda and carry
away some ignorant intellectuals to
careerist professionals along, the time
will be gone!... We must link ourselves,
form alliances::: .. We must tell our
South Asian counterparts about the
huge impact each of the country—Ne-
pal, Bangladesh or even Bhutan— will
face if Brahmaputra or Ganga is di-
verted, notjust linked. ... We must stand
up for the riparian rights of our neigh-
bouring countries. We must begin a dia-
- logue— well informed with common peo-
ple to self-righteous professionals, and
also a face-to-face with the politicians,
the decision-makers in Interlinking of
Rivers. ;& Such linkages must go be-
yond national borders into an interna-
tional alliance if we have to challenge
every investor who will be devoted to
profit, but not to people of India..
..."An urgent and widest possible cam-
paign to make people belonging to vari-
ous sections aware of the 'Plan' and
mobilizing them into action— raising
questions to challenges—appears to be
the need of the hour."
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36/1/1 Tangra Road, Kolkata 700 015

Pest Control

Service For

Ph : 23293757

Dusting and Clearing Book Preservation

Extermination of White Ant Treatment

Caleutta University (Deparments, Laboratories, Libraries, Account offices etc.)
Colleges (Library & Laboratories)

Termite Control

General Order Supply
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LOKNATH UNIQUE CO SITES PRIVATE LIMITED

FD 320, SEZ
KO

[OR III, SALT LAKE
'A 700 091

GOOD NEWS FOR ARCHNTECTA & BUILDERS !

FRP COMPOSITE DOORS CONFORMIWNG TO IS-4020, WITH DST
TECNONLOGY (RV-TIFAC) NOW BEING MANUFACTURED IN
KOLKATA—THE ONLY MANUFACTUR IN KOLKATA. THESE
DOORS ARE THE IDEAL REPLACEMENY FOR WOOD. THESE
ARE VERY STRONG, FIRE-RETARDANT,\TERMITE-PROOF &
WATER-RESISTANT.

|

i
RLEASE DIAL 2358 9839, 22162974
\ FAX 2237 7503
e-mail : luc@cal3.vsnl.net.in
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