
No. 12-30/81/IA-1 July 31, 1992

Subject
arnataka -- Environmental c earance.
Sharavati Tail Race Hydroelectric Project

With reference tO your communication Nos.AT 8T(Gen) dated 20.6.92 and letter No.AL ST(Gen)/3441dated 16th July, 1992 on the above subject, the undersigned
a

is directed to state that:
1.

granted conditional forestry and environ-mental clearances' in October,and March, 1987 respectively stipulatingClearly that:

The Sharavati Tail Race Project was

An area equivalent to the forest land
going under submergence, preferably,located in the catchment, should beidentified and taken up for compensatoryafforestation;
Blasting operations, both at the dam
and quarry sites, should be
and regulated so as to cause minimundisturbance to the wildlife;
Adequate fucl arrangements should be
made for the labourers during the entireconstruction period lasting six years;
Provision of a fish ladder should be
made in the design of the dam for enabl-
ing migration of aquatic fauna.

Considering that the project is locatedin a an ecologically sensitive areathe following studies were also to
be carried out for formulation andeffective implementation of necessaryAction Plans to mitigate the adverse
impacts,

2.



@
ry

Carrying capacity of the project impact
area including the aréa between the
reservoir periphery and the right bank
of river;
Demarcation of the migration pathsand corridors, particularly of elephants,
shsald continue to have a free run of
the territory;

a

ascertain that the migratory species

Details of flora and fauna with special
enphasis on endangerei and threatened
species with plans for their rehabilita-
tion;
Cumulative imoact on the flora and
fauna, wildlife habitat as well as
land and water resources due to various
projects, existing and proposed, in
the Sharavati Valley;

Wistar rights of local people in
forests and the likely impact on
rights due to diversion of forest

land and; rehabilitation plan of the
quarry sites.

response to a writ petition filed
oy local environmental groups in the
High Court of Karnataka seeking to
stop the project, the Honourable Highcourt ordered in December, 1990 that
the Ministry of Environment & Forests
should review the clearances grantedearlier 'which were considered to beillegal and invalid. A satisfactory
response to the observations of the
Honourable High Court demanded a detailed
scrutiny of:

3

-- present status of implementationof the conditions laid down bythe Government of India in its
environmental and forestry approvals;
and

a comprehensive status report
on the bio-diversity, both flora
and fauna, in the Sharavati Valley
along with carrying capacityof the region. we

.To this end, field visits along with
regular interaction with the project



@authorities have been, maintained toascertain the correct factual position.The- present status of various studies
off key {ssues is briefly indicated
below: é a

-- To minimise disturbance to the«i dLife due to blasting operations,
blasting is proposedto be adopted. Some trial blasts

ar2 also proposed to be. carried
out to streamline the procedure.While some blasting operations
are already known, the impactof the proposed technology has
neither been evaluated nor the
procedure itself has been standard-

on

though a preliminary study"> the effect of Gerusopa dam
on the aquatic life has been

up in March, 1992 it does
provide the requisite details
the aquatic life: down-stream

of the reservoir. Instead, thisreport goes on to say *Though
22 accorded the necessaryvrotection for the maintenance

and replenishment of its stock
particularly in context to the
steady supply of fish seed for
stocking cultivable water areas,but considering that it is subjectedto vagaries of nature beyond
human control, the developmentof reservoir fishery, which can
be largely controlled by human
agencies, will considerably stev
up the fish production within
Shortest possible time.

an

é tiverine fishery deserves

The report also says that the
presence of Mahseer Pishery -

Tor Khudree and Tor. neilli isto be ascertained. If they are
present one need not be alarmed
about their well-being with reference
to growth parameters as well

"reeding migration in the



{4)
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While the conservation of bio-
diversity and the genetic stock

the fact on trash fish "Their
elimins' is in the best interest
of > cultured fish svectes
since they have been found to
compet with the farmed fish
species as far as food spectrumis concerned". It is evident,therefore, that the findingsof this preliminary report cannot
be relied upon.

is
in the

being emphasised globally
to state regardingkg of Rio Summit this

report goes

A study on flora and fauna are crucial
to ensure that the endangered and threat-~
ened species would still be able to
survive the construction of the
reservoir. =5:, the findings of a studyentrusted +> the Mangalore University
would be a. .yie only in 199% becausethis stud. comnissioned only in
1991.

aft

The wildlife census carried out on

.30 too sk...., to give a comprehensivepicture. Even though it did underline
the presence of such wildlife as Tigers,
Elephants, Panthers, Wild Boar, Sloth
Bear, Lion-tailed Macaque, Malabar
Squirrel, Flying Squirrel etc. While
migratory path of the elephants) on
the left bank would be completely sub-
merged, it would also be oartially
submerged on the right bank. [In any
case, the creation of reservoir would
totally cut off the right bank migratory

from the left bank. A detailed
systematic study of the migratory species
along with demarcation of the migratory

and corridors is called for to
ensure free flow of the territory to
the wildlife even after the reservoir
is created. This, however, has still
to be done.

Submergence area is

rea

cumulative imoact .of the existing
orojects on flora and

nas not yet been carried out
and the data furnished so far only
2nonasises the compensatory afforesta-
tion aspect.
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A comprehensive study of the Nistar
rights enjoyed by the local peoplein .the forest proposed to be diverted
has not: carried out.

a
Even though an {in-house Monitoring

. Committee has been constituted, it
vet to become (:.. .ional.aa

Carrying capacity study in impact area
has not yet been tay L up.

Considering that various studies and
surveys are either presently in hand
Or are yet to be taken up based on
which comprehensive Environmental Manage-
ment Plan will be drawn sometime in
1994, it ts evident: that the coniitions
stipulated while «anting the approval
in 1987 have not been complied with.
Realising that the -cological sensitivity
and the richness of bto-diverstty of
this region is + well established
requiring inte- "1 of necessary
mitigative measukes while executing
the project it is clear that the destruc-
tion of the eco-systen through unplannedan? havhazara dctivities cannot be

43 Such conditional environ-
mented clearance granted in 1987 stands

4.

revoked,

(WALINI BHAT)
Joint Adviser

Shri G. Aswathanarayana,
Manaqing Director.
Karnataka Power Corporation Ltd.,
No.52Z, Snaktni snavan,
Race Course Road,
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STR IMPORTANCE EVENTS

24-10-1987 Sharavati Tailrace Yojana Horata Samithi- is formed

in the meeting attended by Zeke members, Mandal

Pradhans and important citizens of Honnavar Taluka.
A charter of demands in connection with STR was

prepared to place before the Govt.

26-10-1987 More than 1500 people from various villages gathered
at the dam site to protest against starting of STR

Project- work stopped.

02~11-1987 Nearly 1000 people gathered at dam site to protest
against starting of work. Work stopped. About 300

workers were literally packed off from the site.

09-11-1987 Discussion with Shri R.V. Deshapande,Minister-
incharge of the District.

10-12-1987 Discussion with lir. J.H. Patel, power minister and

discussion with experts of K.P.c.

24-12-1987 Engineers, Geologist of K.P.C. Discussed with local
people Honnavar. K.P.C. officials were taken to
different sites where evidence for seepage could be

found.

11-01-1988 K.P.C. starts the work of diversion channel, under

heavy police protection employing local people.
Effort to persuade local people not to work.

26-01-1988 Satyagraha by people
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05-02-1988

06-02-1988

22-02-1988

19-03-1988

15-04-1988

20-04-1988

08-10-1988

01-01-1989

16-01-1989

10-02-1983

25-04-1989

24-08-1989

10-08-1989

16-08-1989

02-10-1989
24-08-1989
4- 10-1989
April 1990
1991

. 1992
JAN 1992
duly 1992
sept 1993

- 2-

-Public interest civil suit field in Munsiff
court Honnavar.

Injunction order issued by the court, court
commission appointed.

43, people join the above shit (0.5 21/88)

People's protest. Nearly 500 people gathered
fender for forest cutting at STR/ Empty box at Honnavar

No body participates at Gerusoppa

Public protest
Takes a deciscion to press the government to

reconsider STR and stop the work immediately

Week long protest by people on 21st. Nearly 800
people gathered and protested against the project

Procession and meeting at Honnavar

DFO Tenderefuture to oppose

Procession and open meeting at Kumta opposing STR.

Touring village for awareness/slide shows/Lectures
Movement against Treefelling
Jeep Accident, death of Gajanan Govind Naik,
(while returning from Satyagraha)

Protest at Honnavar and Gerusoppa dam site.
Public Meeting, Kumta-Samyukta Yuvak Sangh.
High Court order stopping to tree felling
Satyagraha- at site
High Court stay
High Court- Review of Project
Total halt of construction work
Environment clearence taken back
S.M. Krishna gives statement that Environment
clearence given by centre


