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Students Stay Away From Schools,
Farming Hit, People Keep Indoors

Rajeev.KR@timesgroup.com

Kozhikode: It is one thing to be
dead and another thing to be meat
said naturalist David Quammen in
his book ‘Monster of God’ that ex-
amines mankind’s deep evolution-
ary fear of predators. The Wayanad
incidents- where a tiger killed and
ate afarmer and later killed a wom-
an within a week — have unlocked
the primal fear of residents in the
entire forest-fringe villages along
Kerala-Tamil Nadu border. The
gory image of the split up torso of
Bhaskaran at Mukkuthikunnu is
still fresh in their mind and it has

altered their daily life and liveli-

hood. The grisly images went viral
on WhatsApp.

Archana B (13), a Class
VII student of St Antony
AUPS, Pazhur was so
traumatized that she has
been bedridden for five
days. “She has high fever
and screams in her sleep,”
said her father M V
Balakrishnan. President
of the Wayanad Prakruthi
Samrakshana Samithi N
Badusha said that the situation in
enclosure villages would go out of
hand if the government fails to
expedite the voluntary relocation
project.

“Tigers becoming man-eaters is
a rare and exceptional situation.
The very thought of being eaten by
a big cat stokes unparalleled fear.
The entire notion of man at the top
of thefood chain is shattered and it
can be very frightening,” he said.

At Chettiyalathur village, lo-
cated just 1.5 km away from the spot
of the first kill, repeated mike an-
nouncements by the local panchay-
at warn people against walking
alone or venture outdoors after
dark, adding to the eerie feeling of
lurking danger. The 265 people liv-
ing in the village are literally
trapped as both Kills took place in
the forest'corridors connecting the
village to the outside world. People
dread stepping outside.

“We have lived with elephants,
bisons, bears and wild boars all
through our lives. But a man-eater

on the prowl changes everything.
Our lives have come to a complete
halt. Farming activities have been
suspended and cattle are notlet out.
Students have stopped going to
school. We have even stopped de-
pending on the nearby rivulet for
bathing,” said Sreedharan T V, who
is also president of the village eco-
development committee.

The village is among the 14 set-
tlements that were identified for
relocation in 2009, but slow
pace of the project and paucity of
funds have left them in the enclo-
sure village.

Just 2.8 km away at Pattavayal
in Tamil Nadu, where the tiger
killed Mahalakshmi, the situation

is edgy. Hundreds of po-
licemen line up the streets
of nearby Mukkati and
Biderkkadu towns where
an angry mob went on a
rampage on Sunday torch-
ing three jeeps parked in
the office of the Muthuma-
lai TigerReserve and as-
saulting police staff. The
estimated loss is over Rs 40
lakh. The schools re-
mained closed and section 144 was
clamped in the locality to maintain
law and order:

Manjula S, who saw the killing
of Mahalakshmi, said: “We had
taken a break for having food. She
stepped out just seconds before me
and when I walked out, she was ly-
ing on the walkway with the tiger
biting deep into the neck and I did
not hear even a cry. I screamed
aloud and the animal looked at me
and dropped the body: It then waited
in the nearby bush for 20 minutes
before the locals drove it away”’

Meanwhile, the hunt for the
tiger failed to yield any result on
Monday even though villagers and
forest staff spotted a tiger near the
Benna settlement, around 1.5 km
from the spot where a woman was
killed on Saturday in Tamil Nadu.
It moved into the thick vegetation
by the time the special task force
reached the spot. Three teams of
forest officials and sharpshooters
combed a 50 acre stretch but failed

PRIMAL FEAR; (Clockwise from left)

Men armed with sticks accompany residents
of Benna settlement near the Kerala-TN
border as they come out of their settlement.
The tiger was spotted here on Monday and
armed personnel of the special task force
combed the area without success. Forest
guard M Sounder Rajan at Mukkati in TN
where an angry mob set fire to three jeeps

Viju.B@timesgroup.com

Thiruvananthapuram: At a time when
. wildlife experts nurse di-

vergent views on tiger

problems and the means

to address them, Rajku-

mar D, who is a member

of National Tiger Conser-

vation Authority (NTCA),

feels darting and reloca-

tion holds key. He illus-

trated how Karnataka has been managing

man-animal conflict effectively and captur-

ing tigers that have run away from Nagar-
hole-Bandipur reserves.

He said that if NTCA charts a scien-
tific mapping of the tiger path, they can
catch it within four to five days. Since Waya-
nad has not been declared as a tiger reserve,
the special protection force which has been
constituted by National Tiger Conservation

to spot the tiger. -

Authority has not yet come into the picture.

Rajkumar D, who was part of the special
tiger rescue and relocation team, said a spe-
cial team comprising doctors need to be first
constituted to capture the big cat. “The easy
way to track and tranquilize a tiger is by
mapping its path and monitoring individual
history that is now more or less available
through camera traps,” he said. Earlier,
wildlife expert Dr Ullas Karanth had said
that steps should have been taken to elimi-
nate the tiger instead of trying to dart it.

The tiger protection force in Karnataka
has so far captured seven tiger since 2009 and
relocatedfive of them to forest areas that are
more conducive to the beast. They have also
rehabilitated two old tigers at a zoo. The spe-
cial protection force in Karnataka have come
up with innovative techniques like conduct-
ing tiger trails in forest — once they have
identified a tiger that needs to be tranqui-
lized - atop elephants.

We have to devise our
own scientific methods

Arun Zachariah

killed every year by man-eating ti-
gers, there is enough prey in the
forests of Western Ghats.

This is for the first time a tiger has
killed and eatena
human being and
we are actually
learning the
process of han-
dling a man-eater.
Since there is no
known protocol
and we have to

devise our own scientific methods
to deal with the problem. The tiger
population in Kerala has been in-
creasing, but that isnot a worrying
factor because the prey-predator
population in our forest is very
healthy.

Though prey population inside
the forest has increased by 400%,
the lifting of cattle has not in-
creased probably because there is
always a herdsman guarding cattle.
But, when wild animals become
sick, cattle become easy prey. Un-
like the mangroves of Sunderbans
bordering West Bengal and Bang-
ladesh, where dozens of people are

There is a distinct possibility
that the tiger that killed two per-
sons in a week has been ailing for
sometimes or is a senile creature,
unable to hunt its prey Tigersrare-
ly leave the forest in any other sce-
nario. I was attacked by a tiger in
Wayanad last year while trying to
tranquillise it. We later found that
this nine-year-old tiger had dislo-
cated its forelimb and there were
three major injuries on its body.
There were infections from the
wounds sustained days ago and it
had affected the animal’s vital or-
gans, leading to its death.

The only way to mitigate this
problem is by scientifically and
systematically mapping the path of
the tiger using camera traps and
then zeroing in on the tiger before
it becomes a social menace.

(The author is a wildlife expert
and assistant Professor at Keralo
Veterinary and Animal Science
University. As told to Viju B)

Wildlife Conservation Foundation

BIG CAT RESCUE: The tiger that killed
three people in Karnataka was captured by
D Rajkumar's team and relocated

“Tigers donot generally attack elephants
and we get a vantage point to tranquilize it.
This way, the risk of getting attacked by the
tiger is minimized,” he said, adding that ti-

£}

Tranquilizing & relocation can be an eftective method

gers that have been attacking people in the
fringe areas of the forest areas see people as
their competitors who take away their prey.

“A majority of the tigers that hunt out-
side the forest are sick or ailing. The tiger
that we captured from Chickbargi, in Ban-
dipur tiger reserve, had a porcupine quill
that had pierced the right jaw. It also had
worn out canines. The wild cat was around
nearly 10 years old. It started killing cattle
inside the forest and alter moved into human
landscape,” Rajkumar said.

He also pointed out that they should allow
a special team to work without any interfer-
ence from residents. “Emetions run high
when a tiger is on the prowl and residents
always want to shoot it down before trying
any other method. But, this will not solve the
problem. The state need to identify the prob-
lem much before a tiger begins to enter hu-
man settlements and relocate such old ti-
gers,” he said. :
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Tigers roar again after a seven-year gap

-Big Cat Population In Kerala
Has Increased By 195%

Viju.B@timesgroup.com

the Jungle Book is to be
retold, Rudyard Kipling
would have plotted the
imeless tale of Mowgli
and Sher Khan somewhere
near Kerala-Karnataka forests
and the Wayanad-Nagarhole-
_ Mudumalai forests, home to
the world’s single-largest tiger
population. With an estimated
570 tigers thriving in this for-
est habitat, it would have fired
the writer’s imagination had
he perused the new tiger popu-
lation survey by National Ti-
ger Conservation Authority.

The report comes at a
time when the global popula-
tion of tigers has drastically
come down to around 4,000
from 1 lakh at the beginning
of the 20th century due to
fragmentation of forest hab-
itats and poaching. Conser-
vation experts point out that
the population of tigershas
a direct bearing on the
health of the forests and isa
good indicator of the abun-
dant flora and fauna.

But, Western Ghats has a
different story to tell. Over the
past seven years, the tiger
population here has increased
by 93%, way ahead of the na-
tional average of 57%. The
Western Ghats landscape is
now home to around 34% of
the tiger population in the
country. This was one sterling
highlight of NTCA survey:.

While in central India and
eastern forests of Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Ma-
harashtra, the increase was

only 14% from 601 tigers to 688 -

tigers; the Shivalik-Gangetic
plainsrecorded an increase of
63% from 297 tigers to 485 ti-
gers. “While Wayanad sanctu-
ary tops the state list with an
estimated 78 tigers, Periyar

. and Parambikulam reserves
followed with an estimated 35
and 20 tigers respectively,”

a senior forest official said.

Experts point out that
©  tigers are generally !
__known to be solitary

creatures and are

very territorial in

nature and like to

control a large

forest area of

over 60 sq km.

The success of a healthy tiger
habitat in Western Ghats is
mainly due to the great conser-
vation effort by the state forest
department, especially in
Kerala, which saw a 195% in
crease in tiger population over
the past seven years.

“The Karnataka forests
always had arich tiger habitat
for many years. But the forest
conservation movement in
Kerala is laudable as the
number of tigers increased
from 46 to 136 in just seven
years,” a senior forest official
said. Wildlife experts said that
this has helped the big cat fam-
ily to catch prey and raise cubs
without moving out of the
state’s borders. Principal chief
conservator of forests Dr BS
Corrie said credit goes to the
tireless effort of the field staff
of the forest department and
various stakeholders like trib-
al communities who work as
guides and watchmen in tiger
reserves and sanctuaries.

The forests of Kerala are
not only endowed with rich
biodiversity; but the green ter-
ritory is home to a huge her-
bivore population. The forest
data revealed that the spotted
deer population 1ncrea,sed
from 6,259 to 11,398 fiern 1993
to 2011; similarly gaurs and
sambars (deer) population in-
creased from 4,840t0 17,860 and
10,665 to 32,148 respectively:

“Unlike the pug mark spot-
ting method, the tiger census

- was done using camera trap-

ping that has minimised the
scope for error to a larger ex-
tent. The increase in their
numbers reiterates a strong
case for conserving our for-
ests while our forests are be-
coming more fragmented,”
said former chairman of
Kerala Biodiversity Broad
V S Vijayan.
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More than half the state's 136 tigers are in Wayanad forests. A scene from Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary
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Despite success, Wayanad cats are lefi
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Kozhikode: The emergence of

Wayanad forests as the tiger

capital of the state, with one of

the highest tiger densities ever-

recorded in Kerala, conceals

an untold fact. If the annual

funding by National Tiger Con-

servation Authority (NTCA)

— the statutory apex tiger con-

servation body in India-is an

indicator; then the big cats of

Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary

(WWS) are poorer cousins of

their striped counterparts in

Periyar Tiger Reserve or Para-

mbikulam Tiger Reserve with-
out the authority’s funding.

While the two tigér re-

serves in the state together

_ received Rs 9.88

. crore from NTCA

from 2012- 2014,

WWS - which

hasahigher tiger

populace (76 ti-

gers) — is not part of

NTCAsfundingasitisnot

—a tigerreserve.

The status of tigers in

India (2014) report —

which reveals that

* . _more than half

the state’s 136

tigers are in

K'TAKA 0FF|CERS READY TO TACKLE FOREST FIRES

a

preventmg forest fires. On Wedr

. ‘portmn of Bandtpur’s buffer range wi
first fo ug

Wayanad forests — highlights
the immediate need for en-
hanced conservation and fund-
ing for the 344 sq km sanctuary
that could be the only prime
tiger habitat outside the desig-
nated-tiger reserves/im the
country. While the 47 tiger re-
serves in the country are flush
with conservation funds and
long-term tiger conservation
plans, WWS is battling a host
of challenges ranging from

fragmentation of landscape
and increasing man-animal
conflict to threat of forestfires
and overall negative public
perception towards tiger con-
servation cause. Y |
“The fact that WWS has
become the most tiger-rich
landscape in the state, under-
scores the need to have a prop-
er long-term action plan to
secure inviolate space for ti-
gers in this critical habital

What is even more important
is immediate government in-
tervention to create awareness
among people to dispel the mis-
conceptions that declarlng
WWS as a tiger reserve would
resultinimposing stricter con-
trols over their lives. WWS
couldlose crores of rupees that
could aid conservation, reloca-
tion of forest settlements.and
mitigation of human-wildlife

nflict due to stiff public re-

sistance against the declara-

tion of the sanctuary as tiger :
reserve,” said president of the
Wayanad Prakruthi Samrak- :

shana Samiti N Badusha.

Warden of WWS Roy P :
Thomas said that it is the natu- :
ral eco-system of Wayanad :
forests that has made itone of :
the most promising tiger :

source sites.

“The percentage of bio-
mass in Wayanad is very hlgh
compared to neighbouring ti-
ger reserves of Nagarahole,

Bandipur or Mudumalai re- :
sulting in significant prey den- :
sities that can sustain such a :
healthy tiger population. Also :
as the sanctuary is located in :
the windward side of the West- :
ern Ghats, we have an abun- :
dance of rainfall of 3,000 mm :
each year compared to800mm :
in Bandipur reserve that re- :

sults in six month-long sea-
sonal migration of wild ani-

_ mals from nearby protected
areas,” he'said.

Forest officials said that the

WWS got just a meagre Rs40 :
lakh in central funds while the ;
state funds was limited to just :
Rs 1.02 crore this fiscal that is :
grossly inadequate for the :
3 H 0

management Qf the sanctuary.

Ol

-visit bitd sanctuaries a

“puzhayKar

Nigratory
bixds help
noutjsh soil
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Thiruvananthappram: Last
month, when forfst officials
spotted a lone Anitk falcon in-
the middle of Péragbikulam-
sanctuary their joy knew no.
bounds. They watchedthe bird
respectfully from a dijtance,
which was greedily feed\pg on
insects on tiie marshy larjds of
the sanctugry Amur falegn had .
made a rafre soft landing after
traversjng over 5,000 Kilome-
tres fpém Mongolia, efcaping
the harsh winter; before set-
ig in the forests of Kerala.
In a few days, he would con-
Xue the journey covering over
14,500 kilometres frgm Mongo-
lia tO\South Africa and then
returns part of thie obligatory
transnational mjgration. The
falcon is oye of the numerous
varieties of nigtatory bird spe-
cies that vigit Kerala every
year. It is estignated that of the
estimated 2 Jakh bird popula-
tion in the sfate) around 70,000
are migratgry bi\rds who play
a key role in regefperating and
nourishing the soN of Kerala.
“Past gtudies hjve shown
that how bird drojping in-
crease the mineral coxtent of
soil and [contribute to drganic
manurefin addition to cl§arin
weeds gnd small pests in paddy
fields,/ said Dr P O Nan\eer
who heads Centre for Wild\jfe
Studfes at Kerala Agricultuyfal
Unilersity’s college of foregtry.
He said wild ducks, wafers
and terns are some of thefmost
commyon migratory birgs that
d wet-
lands here;Xhey arrivg by Sep-
tember and ally/make an
exitby April everxygar. Abird
survey conducteg\last year
identified 280 bird/spegies that
account for 60% of the bird
population outsigle forestyyreas.
The survey afso identifed
_ many migratg species in the
" wetlands of /Thrissur, Alap

“We nged to conduct more
studies on the flight pattern,
breedjig habitats of migratory
b1r that provide deeper in-

g ts mto the climatic condi-

Ao and Kozhikode X
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Latest FSI Report Says Kerala IS Amongst The Few States That Managed To
Increase Forest Cover, But Environmentalists Say It Could Be Plantations

Viju B | TNN

R irst the good news. Kerala
. is one of the few states in
{ the country which has
managed to increase its

... forest cover substantially
in the last two years as per the lat-
est India State of Forest Report
(ISFR) released last week.

The report compiled by the For-
‘est Survey of India (FSI) used re-
mote sensing satellite technology
using a maximum mapping unit
up to one hectare specification.
Out of the total geographi-
cal area of 38,863 square
kllometers in the state, =
the reserve forest area
is 11,265 square kilom-
eter, which is around »
99% of the total area.
“'But the state total for- -
est cover, which in- &
s udes tree eanopy 7 out-
i

report said that ¥

. the state had 17,300 sq km of
forest cover in 2011, which
mcreased to 17,922 sq km in

two years, an increase of 622 sq
Rest o

The survey said that nine hill
districts in the state added 311 sg
km of tree cover. The FSI’s defini-
tion of ‘forest cover’ is, areas hav-
ing tree canopy of more than 10%
in a one hectare area irre-
spective of
owner-

State GA ForestCover
7; s RN
ihar 6,845

ship, be it orchards bamboo or
palms, This has come in for criti-
cism from ecologists. Interestingly;
the hill districts have more open
and medium forest cover than very
dense forest cover, indicating the

‘presence of large rubber planta-

tions and orchards. y
Senior forest officials said that
the increase in forest cover is due
to consistent afforestation
programmes, a fact that
has been highlighted
by FSI which also
said inclusion of
tribal forest lands
and suceessful re-
habilitation
of tribals
from core
forest areas

increase in for-

estarea.
But greens

said that a de-

this could be due to

~ the increase in rubber
cultivation and teak
plantatlon The state plan

-.a6 reasonsfor side

tailed  study:
needs to be done
on the claims as

ning board data toc showed the
area in rubber cultivation in the
Jast two years alone increased by
5,435 hectares.

“While the increase intree can- [

opy is good news, this claim should
be taken with a pinch of salt. The
Kerala Forest Development Corpo-
ration, The Plantation Corporation

Of India, and other PSUs own thou- ;

sands of acres of leased land and

majority of the land is cultivated

for wood sold in the open market.

This cannot be called afforesta- |

tion,” said Harish Vasudevan, Sec-
retary of One Earth One Life said.

He said that planting teak and
eucalyptus trees inside the forest

might increase the tree cover butit

would do no good to wild
whowere being: or'ce
he forests an se

ptical

Jipson Sikhera

system and help preserve the bi
diversity of the state;” he said. - :
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“The poor families have seta
model in the forest conservation

z la d holdings tota mg oumi

1,900 acres for the fi




