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The Annual Waterfowl Count

Conducted by C., D. W. Savage, Chairman
International Wildfowl Census, Lahore

From all accounts the returms of waterfowl counts submitted from various

’ areas last year provided valuable data about numbers of different species.
Those in a position to help must send in their returmns this year also,

and the count must be undertaken this season on Sunday, 15th January

1969.

The form is enclosed in this Newsletter, and Mr S. V. Nilakanta has drawn
some sketches of the commoner duck to help identification, It is not
necessary to send in impressive totals of birds to make any returns
valuable, What is of the highest importance is that the identifications
should be correct, and if there is any doubt about what has been seen it
is best to say so. Volume 1 of the Handbook of the Birds of Indiz and
“Pakiston, by 3olim Ali and Dillon Hipley, contains the section on inatidae
and the coloured plates and Jescriptions will be useful lor ifenti:'ication.

Flezse send your returns to the Editor of the Newsletter, who will pass
them on to )Mr Christopher Savsoge in Pakistan,
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A Flamingo-hunter's Journal: Part Two
By
Re 844 Stewart Melluish

14 FuBRUARY 1968 (continued)
++e Having reachecd the shore agd n, and lunched, we walked back home along
the sands, towing the boat thro gh the little breakers.

4 note I made on the way reads, ' 5 Great Blackheaded snd 23 lesser Black-
backed Gulls '. Iater in the dgy I seem to have dropped e name Blackbacked,
and preferred Herring., I suppose I refer to the sane species, larus fuscus,
normal 1y cal led the Iesser Blackbacked Gulle The birds I see here in wintcr
have dark slate=-grey backs am pale lemon=-yellow lcgs, whereas the Herring
Gulls I was brought up on in Europe have fleshe=coloured legs. But leg-colour
is not a safe guide to the species. Some Herring Gulls have yellow legs
gheuglini), end the Iesser Blackbacked Gull is not abowe chen ging the

colour of its legs in winter occasionel 1y to ' pinkish or whitish grey'
(Hollom). The whole business is a typical bit of ornithology, bedevilled
with confusion.

It is curious to see a tiny butterfly fluttering bravely southwards out to
Sea, impelled by the intuitive knowledge thet only a short way beyond the
horgzon lics th¢ island of Ceylon; and then to consider that these big
gulls, Iesser Blackbacked or what Wait cd led 'Dark-backed Herring Gulls ',
practical ly never seem to make the crossing. They are not uncommon visitors
to the Cd imere region, but only three specinens have ever been taken in
Ceylon. .

With the gulls todey werc at least 70 Caspian Tcrne With their big coarse
bezks, broad wings, sawn-off rear-cnds, and somcwhat cumbersone appearance,
they are not the most grzceful of terns, but they are nonetheless birds of
decided chearacter, m d the sight of one ncver bores me, as a gull often
doese They huve evicently bred in recent years at Adam's Bridge, so it
might be worth coming dovn to Ca imere in Iy to sec if there are amy signs
of their breeding here 100,

(On 17 November Mr Futchdl ly md I had afine view of a single Caspisn Tern
fishing in a szlt pan near Than, Sd sctte. It fell abruptly into the water
three or four tines before successfully clamping a large crab between its
mandibles. Ve were amused to see that after one of its ineffectual plunges
it rose with its beak s0 covercd with mud as to revesgl not the slightest
trace of its asturzl vermilion. Lven with a black or brown beak to mystify
you you could hardly mistdse a Caspian Tern for any other bird, but it is as
well to be remined of the critical differences that chance effects such as
this csm make to tle apgearsnces of virds., liud on the legs of waders can
frustrate identification, :nd pollen on the feathers of pesserine birds can
lead you to imagine you are the first of wortals 1o spot scme new, unheard-of
species, )

Near the tower I saw o white egret with dirty yellowish legs ad feet with
two slate-grey streaks on each wing, on the sccondaries, parallel to the
shefts of the feathers, This must have been a Reef Heron in the intermediate
plumage, neither dl-white nor &l1 slaty-blue, which is not supposed to be
unusuzl; but I have never scen it myself before,

Reflection: a 'little ¥gret ' with a touch of yellow on the lower mandible
is probably a Reef Herom.

As we passed the tower we climbed to the top of it. It is a good hundred
feet high, but even from this height one camnot see the farthermost limits
of the swamp. Tlere was very little water around, znd no sign of flaingoes.

At sunset I walkcd to the shore south of the bungalow and saw a Kentish
Plover. The moon was full, end I could at least sce a change in Jupiter's
position in its quiet passage through leo.

15 FEZBRUARY

Yesterdsy was so exhausting that tody had to be taken gently. After a late
breakfast we drove to the 1lichthouse at Point Cdimere, This is reached
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across a bumpy grassecovered pld n dented here and there with boggy and
sandy petches and, to the na th, bosky with sholas. It is exteasive, md
its most conspicuous inhabitants are antclope.

The 1idnthouse is ugly and uninteresting. It is not on the shorc, for onc
thing, which is unhappy for a lighthouse: it stands back from it a good
way, decp in thc bush, It is in « wd lcd trecless enclosure, along with
some huts, and the whole asscmblage is the colowr of bare cenecnte.

We left the motor in amongst some smnd dunes and inspected the desolate,
rubbish-strewn beach. Its only lindmark was a tilted brick ruin, evidently
the remins of & long-abandoncd tower. From the top of it hung a dead snake,
I learnt aftcrwards thot this was the old Calimere light. It was in use
until as late as 1890, and was built in 1814 by thc Rajeh of Tanjore to
commemorate the cownfall of Napoleon Bonaparte.

Birdwise, however, this excursion was useless. The only 1life was z party
of Blackhceated iFunias. A prospeetive eagle turned into a Brahminy Kite
(as most of my rauptors do), sd my attempts to make a recording of some
subsong in a patch of serub proved entirely wasteful of both timc amd
energy .

In the afternoon PJ went off to Vedaramniyam to buy provisions and left

me saantering round ithe lake at Kodikkadu laboriously trying to record a
few very ordinery bird noises. It was extremely dull. Things improved
briefly when I fought my wgy through the thorny underbrush to & kidden and
rather beautiful pool end thence to tke shedy side of the lake, where I
sat down in the mud and ate an orungee. But I then discovered thut my tapee
-machine had bust, end so recorded nothing all day.-

There were 180 Pi nted Storks on the lake md a fine array of Pintd 1,
Gargeney, Show.ler, Common and Lesse¢r Whistling Teal. How put out the duck
were by a Brahminy Kite swooping down on them, playfully, it seemed, as

they bobbed about in the weter! This caiscd a great- commotion, every bird
rising excitedly :né flying round and round fidgetily for a long tire before
daring to settle agd n. What were they afraid of? A kite might teke dueklings
off the waver, I suprose, as it will a fid, but this large-scale panic
seemed unwarrcnted. Do-other birds instinctively cither flee from or mob
reptors, regerdless of tieir identity? I saw two crows badgering a Vhitee
eyed Buzzard-fagle recently; wherever it tried to settle they would land
there tooy, md chivvy it uatil it mowved on. But thcere is no evidence that
this hawk preys on healthy birds, or their eggs.

The Brzhminy Kite is, I notice, by far the commonest raptor zt Calimere,
I haven't seen a single Parich Kite these last few days. A few Neophrons
md a single Kestrel, but no harriers im no Shikras. Only Brahminy Kites,
and these all over the pluce,

These dull hours were, I now recdll, dominated by the reptitious monotone
call of the Ring Dove. ‘"hat a sorry thing this bird's cry is! In contrast
with the tender, warm and comforting notes of the Spotted Dove, which is
the epitome of drowsy contentment, end tihe rapid frivolous bubbling of the
Iittle Brown Dove, the noise of decaocto is dismal and ugly.

No day is without some compensationg, though, mud today's took‘the form of
& superb Blackeapped Purple Kingfisher, and glimpses of both a Black and a
Yellow Bittern in the crepuscule., I sawem enormous owl, too, and after
nizhtfall hcard peculiar sounds, One was a strenge mechanical whirr,
ritardando, as of a clockwork toy running down, and another was the

night jarish call I am so faniliar with but vhich is like nothing the books
desecribes It is a short sharp ' wuck ', followed sotto voce by a rapid
double ' aroo ' at a lower pitch, ' WUCK=aro0.sss YUCK-aroo ... WUCK-aroco
ese ' I heard it all night long on Dhimbam Ghaut last spring.

16 FLBRUARY

Set out early for the swanp in search of the pinker flamingces, but again
they were evanescent smudges on & liquid horizon, and could not have been
reached in a dgy. Sperdi the mornming exam ining one or two of the smaller
waders ' nimbling in the water-pudge ' in-shore, Among tle many Curlew=—
Sandpipers and stinte are other birds which 1 aft first think may be Broad-
billed Ssndpipers, but eveniud ly set dovn as Dunlin, though the record
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must remein doubtiful. This is a pity, because I have not seen either of
these birds in Madras before, and conclude that they must both be extremely
rare stragglers to the region. I always cxamine ‘flocks of small waders with
what I smugly regerd as the utmost care, espe ciclly Curlew=Sendpipers, and
feel sure that Dunlin would have emcrged to view before now if they were
regular visitors, :
"In size these birds appeared: intermeaiate between the ILittle Stints and
' Curlew=Sardpipers with them, though compared %o the latter it may- only have
been & slizntly shorter tersus thet mude them lock siellers In contrest
with the general rusty brown of the Curlew-Sundpipers they were gemerally
lighter greyish brown a d by this tone could easily be picked out in a big
flock of smell waders when temporzrily lost to view. The aistinctive features
of the plumage when exemiged closely were the sculy Ruff-like effect on the
back and scupulurs, the feathers being dark scpie edged with buff, and the
very strcaky head. Aboye the eye was & clear bufi-white stripe, then ebove
that a dark brown stripc, surmounted by another white stipe ‘Torming an
- .edge to the dark crowne It was this strcakiness gbout the head which sug-
gested Broadbilled Sardpiper. The underparts were gencrally white, but my
. note on the throat aend breast colouring is cmbigvous und may be mislezdinga
The legs and bill were muddy block, ‘the bill being long and straight to a
point near the tip where it distinetly turned downwards, though this charac=
_ ter wus not pronounced in cvery individual. ‘hen flushed the wiangs znd tail
‘shoved & pattern similer to the Iittle Stints' — the pale wing bur not
very pronounced, and on the td 1 & clear dark brown centre edged with whites
fhe birds had dl-thc characterictic hunehed chubby look of Dunlin, but I
‘should like to sée in@isputebly proven Dunlin agein before I can ke ‘satig=
" fied with this record. : S
Bread and butter and jum for tea at Thambooswamy Cottuge, then to Kodikkadu
leke ageine The Purple Kingfisher displayed itself to perfection once more;
St hut the bitterns sulked, so that I caughi no more theu a glimpse of the
=94 pisek ones There was a dead ‘civet at the side of the ‘road; and a jungle cat
ambled across the grass-in front of us. :
These notes wi 11 pe concluded
in the Newsleiter for
Jamary 1969
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‘The Black Qagle (Ictinsctus mel yensis perniger )

within Bombay Iimits '
2y
V. Udaya Shankar Reo

The field outing of the Birdwatchers' Club on 20th Cctober to the environs
of Vihar Ieske in North Boitbay was very rewarding one. After a strenuous
climb of about a thousend feet up a wooded hill, we suddenly glimpsed
through the gaps between the tree-tops, a Black -Fagle (Ictinsetus maleyensis
p‘é'rnig.er). The idemtification did not present much of .« difficulty because
of its overall black plumage, very long &nd broed wings with rounded tips
ad o whi te patch under the eye clenrly scen vhen the bird was overhead
_and at close ran . It was sd ling gracefully on outstretched wings just
_above ile forest cmopy, as is its wont. ,

This is probably the first sight record of this bird within Bombay limits
although it seems to have been reported earlicr!from within a 50 km. radius
of Bombey City ' (Selim Ali and S. Dillon Ripley in Hondbook of the-Birds
of India nd Pakisten, Vol. 1, p. 284). Since its breeding secason is known
To be from November to Murch, it would be of great interest to see if 1%
breeds in the Bombgy -areas - : ; » =
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Birdwatching at lMatheran
By
Vipin Parikh
On te first two days of our stay &t latheran, October 1968, we werc a bit
" disappointed for we could hardly come across bird life exeept for a flock
- = ‘ : . o.-o- 7
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of 20=30 birds which came in the everning and seitled on a leafless tree
in the compound of our hotel, They seemed to be Zastern Grey Vagtails but
seeing them in the shadows of the cvening end o little faer from water gave
us some doubt about their identity. The next day however the same flock
returned and we could confirm our observation in sunny light with its
wagging tail and yellow uanderpartse Actuzlly this particular flock passed
by every evening throughout our stuay. It was «lso on the same lesfless

tree that we spotted a Shikra sitting still on a branch.

On the second duy, we could see a lalabar Whistling Thrush with its glisten-
ing cobalt blue on the wings. We wished we could have heurd its whistling
'song. L :

All these days, we had becn listening to the _kutroo ... kutroo ... of the
Green Barbeto. On the third and rest of thc days we @ould spot and see

both the lLarge anc the Small Green Barbet. It would have bcen difficult to
differentiate between the two purely on the busis of their note, but the
peculiar orange skin round the eyes of the Iarger one made it eusy to
identify. The smaller one wus hovever more sbundazat and easy to spot.

It was while going to the Porcupine Point that we came across that beauti-
ful bird: the Parcdise Flycatcher, Por a while it sat still but then flew
around vith agility. .
It was near the Artist Point that we saw the Chestnut-bellied Nuthatch
running like a mouge und the Blucheaded Rock Thrush with chestnut under-
parts end a white bar on its wing showing prominently. It was also here,
accidentally, that we heard und saw at leisure the beautiful shama with
its melodious song.
The cormmoner birds were the Redvemted Bulbul and the Rufousbacked Shrike,
The drongo we could see but once.

[ Fo TR RIEAR AR WK K HERK

ANNUAL GENZRAL UVEETING
NORICE
The Annucl General Meeting of the Birdwatchers' Club of India will be
held at the residence of Mr Zafur PFutehally, at Juhu Iane$ Andheri, at
5 Pe mey On Saturday, 4th Jenuary 1969. (In the last Newsletter it wes
otated that the meeting would be held on 21st December 1968, Findly
note the change to 4th Jenuary 1969.)

Agenda

To clect a Chairmun of the meeting.
To get a report from the Honorary Sceretary about the working of
the Club during 1968.
[

To elect officc bearers for 1969,

4, Any other business brought farwurd with the permission of the
Chairmm .

Those members who are unable to attend may kindly send in their written
suggestions to the Honorary Secrctary in good time for consideration at

the meeting.

It will be apprecisted if those who intend to come inform the Honorery
Secretary in zdvance so that we do not fall short of refreshments and
geating accommodation.
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Extracts from THE PRESIDENTSS LETTER, Number 14, WJuly 1968.
International Council for Bird Preservation

The Monkey-eating Hagle
A controversy which led to good results .

An amnouncement in December 1967 that three immature Monkey—eating Bagles
had been brought from the Philippines and sent to be trained to catch
rabits at the Barl of Bradford's estate, Weston Park, Shropshire, was
given wide publicity both through a B, B, C. broadcast interview and in
the press, The news that three specimens of the rarest Hagle in the world,
which is protected by law in the Fhilippines, had been exported caused
much surprise and concern not only in Britain but in other countries,
Full details and copies of the press statements were sent to Professor

- Rabor, Research Professor of the Mindanao State Universily and represen=
tative of the Inbernational Council for Bird Preservation in the'Philip-
pines, He immediately took up the matter with the authorities in the .
Fhilippines, particularly with regard to how a permit for the export of &
these birds had been granted, There were conflicting statements as to
the identification of the birds congerned, The Fhilippine press gave
great publicity to the affair and considerable controversy and public
feeling arose. :

In the meantime, following on further publicity and photopraphs of the
birds in the British Press, doubts were felt. as to the correctness of
their identification and in a television interview the custodian of the
birds at Weston Park stated that although they had.been received as true
Monkey-eating Eagles, and although they were believed so to be, there
was now doubt about their identity. ”

Professor Rabor requested the British Geglion ICBP for an accurate .
identification and stated that whether the ¢ontroversial birds in =i
England were Monkey—eating lagles or not, & very important development

for conservation,not only of this species in particular but also for
Philippine wildlife as a whole, had resulted in the awakening of the

Filipinos to the causc of conservation and this imight be the begiming

of real eonservation measures in that country. v -

_With the kind consent ‘and full co-operation of the Earl of Bradford Mr
D. M. Reid-Henry, an expert on asiatic birds of prey, and Mr d. J.
Yealland, Curator of Birds of the Zoological Society of London, visited
Weston Park and were shown the birds, They were able to state at once
that these birds were not Morkey-eating Bagles Pithecophaga jefferyi,
but juvenile Fish-eagles Haliaetus leucogaster, male and female, and
the third bird a Bralminy Kite Mol instur indus. This information was
sent to Professor Rabor. : ‘ o

One of the upshots of the eontroversy regarding the export of three
specimens of the Monkey—eating Bagle to Great Britain was a bill
sponsored by the Farks and Wildlife Office to be presented to the
Congress of the Philippine Republic to give greater protection to =
these birds including a measure to assign areas as reserves, and ;
declaring the Monkey—ecabing hagle as the National Bird of the Fhilip-

pines, and evén specifying penel provisions for viclators of this

. : :

-

In addition to the proposed legislation for better preservation of
the Morkey—eating Bagles Professor Rabor, for twelve monbhs from June
1968, will carry out further ctudies on the life of this bird with a
view to its conservation (a continuation of the research project
conducted 1963—64), Further studies of its biology and ecology will
yield important data which can be used immediately for more effective
conservation of this species, including the selection of reserve
areas where it can be assured of continued existence,

A total of 3000 dollars is required for this project and thanks to a
generous grant from the Nabional Audubon Society to the central funds w: -
the ICBP was able @b once to send 720 dollars to pay the salary of a
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field assistant for twelve months; The U, S. Section of the ICBP has
contrituted 500 dollars and the balance has been raised by the President,
Professor Dillon Ripley, It is most gratifying that by this quick cooper-
ation the important work essential for the future of the Mbnkey—eatlng
Eagle has been able to go forward without delay.

Transport and rade in Wild Blrds

At the meeting of the Pan-imerican Section ICEPin Venezuela in March 1968
the Chairman of the Colombian National Section, Dr C, Llehmann, drew atten-
tion to the great traffic in wild birds from Columbia, Hé mentioned that
in one shipment of birds to New York there were 28,000 birds and that
more shipments were to come, He added that ten tlmes that number die
‘before shlpment also they are badly packed sometimes thirty birds to a
small cage — they are not fed and die rapidly. He estimated that fifty
died for every bird that. reached its destination. Great Britain, the
Netherlands and Belgium were other sources of demand. This report was
received with great concern and a resclution calling for strict control
of this traffic was adopted: Dr. lehmann's report was again considered

at the Conference of the European Continental Section held in Hungary in
May 1968 and the follow1ng recommendatlon was unanlmously agreedo

'Having noted the lncrease of commer01al traffic in live’ w1ld birds —

' Hecommends that ICBP should convene an intemational meeting on a world
scale to discuss the question of eéxcessive commercial traffic in live wild
birds and to press for measures to reduce, strictly regulate and control

_ the JJmpOI't of live wild blrds. :

The Air Line Companies have for many years shown great concern regarding
the conditions of transport of wild birds and the International Air Trans-
port Association set up a special Study Group on this subject. As Teported
in the President's letter No, 11, in January 1967 the British Section

ICBP organized an informal COnference on conditions of transport and
importation of live birds., The papers presented at t his meeting together
-with the discussion have been published as a Report which can be obtained
from the Secretarlat of ‘the ICBP prlce 6s.

“Asian Contlnental Section~

The Asian Section of the ICBP is to be congratulated for being the first
Continental Section to issue a News Letter, The first number of the Asian
Section News (which is printed in the same format as the President's
Letter) contains reports from India on the case of the Indian Grey Jungle-
fowl; Japan, on the development of bird protection in the past two years;
Korea on the Status of wild life Conservation, and tlalaya on National
problems in bird protection. Copies of the dsian News (for which no charge
is made) may be obtained from the asian Section, ICEP, c/o Yamashina
Institute for Ornithology, 49 Nampeidai~-machi, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo, Japan,

: ; S. Dillon Ripley

NOTES AND COMMENTS

E. P. GEE

The death of Mr H, F. Gee on the 21st October is a great loss to
Conservationists in India, He had after his retirement devoted himself
entirely to preserving India's Wild Life, and though he was principally
interested in ‘mammals he had taken some excellent photographs of Indian
birds, He had very generously willed that all his books, manuscripts, and
photographs should be glwen over to the Bombay Natural Histcry Society
after his death.

2 Readefs W"ll recall that at the Annual General Meeting of the
Blrdwatchers‘ Fielcd Club wiich was held on 17th December 1966, Mr E, P.
Gee was present end showed his excellent films on elephants, orchlds, and
the Manas and Kaziranga sanctuaries,

May his souwi w%inmm&
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TUISI HATICIAL PARK

Phe charasniry Government 1is procecding with 1ts plins for turning
Pulsi into a National Park. During the wi11d ILife veek in Cctober it was
proposed to introduce a few chital into the forest, Unfortunately this
could not be done but some deer and peafowl were kept in &an enclosure
which has been put up recentlys Apparently a panther has got into the
enclosure and has killed the deeT. Phis is encouraging in so far as it

shows that carnivores still exist in this forest. The enclosure has now
been strengthened znd is golng 1o be uscd as a brecding centre for deer

which will then be let loose in tue forest, 5
F 3N e Fee TN AN K

12TH MLHTING OF THi TOURIST DEVEIOPI.@SNT CCUNCIL -

At the 12th meeting of the Tourist Development Council in New Delhi
towards the end of Uctdber it was encouraging to sce that sevex:g}&g,go;g-;
jons were passed in connection with Wild Life Tourism. It was emphaéigéd
Hat Shikar Tourism should be played dovn and more importance given: o :
just viewing birds and eniinals in our sanctuzries. L s

Ir!cidentally in a background pupex presented on the occasion it was
pointed out that at Tiger Tops in Nepal half a million dollars per year
are earned from visitors who cume there nad nly for wild life photogrephy.,
India could better that figure if the business was properly orgmised,

. . 1 Bt HAFN K RHHHRRKXR,

YOUNG BIRDJATCHEIS

Santosh (9 years) end anand (10 yeers) (students of lirs Jamal Ara)
sre to be congratuleted on scnding in a list of birds. ' We are always
on thc lockout for birds while going and coming from.our SchoOlS e
last winter Anend brought a Redbreasted Flycatchcr with injured winge.
fhe bird was blecaing badly. Nrs Ara at once gave it first aide The
bleeding stopped and the bird rec overed fully efter 3 hours. It started
flying ard hopping & bits By noon the bird flew aways locr e e

\

CO'_{RES?QNDEHCE

Blue Rock Thrush visiting Indian Nuscun gardens

The Biue Rock Thrush that visited‘rc:gularly in the quadrangle cnclos-
ed wit:din the: main building of the Limien iuseun (rezported tefore in the
Newsletter) was no more geen in the winter of 1967-68. Its visits ine

_4ifferentfyears are tabulated belows o \ =
fears . . hrrival DLeparture
1960-61 .- . April 1961
1961-62 - Det, 1961 . Aprid 11962
1962-63 ; Sept. 1962 30 March 1963
- 1963-64 . %30 Octoe 1963 - April 1964
1964-65 - Sept. 1964 April 1965
1965-66 Sept. 1965 April 1966
1966~67 3 Nove 1966 : Lpril 1967

In tuis connexion I would like 10 gention that my colleagws have
noticed the very bird in the winter of 1959. It may therefore be con-
concluded thot this particular Blue Rock Turush paid & regular visit
to its winter quarters in ¢4 cutta, in the guudrangle oi the Indian

* Juscum during a period of seven years from 1959 to 1967.

5. 5. Sazha
Indien Museum, Calcutta
Octaber 1968
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House Sparrows (Passcr domcsticus) nesting in trees

In Js Bombay nat. Hists Soe, 523 601 lir Humayun Abdulali recorded have

t ing seen a colony of five House Sparrows ncsting in the dry leaves of &
. palm not cut for sonme tize, &nd drooping ggainst its stem forming a large
y pcdy go 20 £t up under the growing leavesj in Gundhi Gardens, Keruehi, in

May 1949, In the same note he referred to Ticehurst and other (J. Bombay
nzt. Histe Soc. 28: 230) recording the race biblicus ss nesting in bushes,
and trees especid 1y poplar in Hesopotamiue An editoricl note t0 lir
Abduld i's observations rcferred to Breeding 3irds of Kashmir: 169 wherein
Bates and Lowtier stute that in Keshmir rany House Sparrows found in
well-woodecd country and on forest fringes breed more or less in colonies

in ncturel hollows in trees.
. r + In the seconad half of Cctober, current year, ny attention was attrected

W °

. to the commotion that was being kicked up one morning by a poir of House
& Sparrevs in the compound of a church in Bendre, ageinst a beteh of five
‘House Crows. Th¢ crows were continuously flying to an Ashok Tree (Polxal—
thea. lO'nggfolia) and unsuccessfully attempting to land on it about 15 1%
from the grouad. vwalking up to ine tree to iavestigate the crows' target
of attack, I Found that the sparrows hzd a nest in 7€ trec with cheeping
young in it. The crows were trying in vdn to rifle tie nest. The nest was
a lurge muss of dry grass ad strow, stuck an ong the drooping; matted
wwigs of the tree, with @ oval-chaped entrence to ite
It is difficult to understand as to whut prompted this pair of House
Sparrovs to select a trce in a loculity where its usuzl favourite nesting
Bites are aplenty. :
: : ; ) - Jo S. Serrao

.
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‘Wvali Gredtings

Myali is a festivel of liihis ¢ xnd many disgruntled and insamiac people
complain a festival of fnoisc. Be what it may, 1o us birdwatchers it is the
festival which'is brought on. the wings of ma y migrants, returning to us
~ " onee mgain from their nortierly rungcss October, . the month inlwhich Divali

gencrally falls is a golden moath, the zold of ripening grasses on the

hills, of fieclds of millets and groundnuts rezdy for the harvest, ‘the month

of W ué lekes, sparkling strears, lirdtlessly blue skies “end brilliant

sunshine, The heat is subdued, & chill touches the alr .t dowmand dusk, It
{s = month of sprouting ficlds of wheut; a mpowth of moderation when tne

fun is hot, but thc shade is cool, languid breeges stir the dark green

“folicge of large %rees end swecp of the crying leavey of ihe acaclas’ and

{ ; mirosus preparii for the long dormancy till the Text June stornse It is
tae month when the last roias are still e mesory ad signs of thx cool
wegther gre perceptible. It is a fiae nonth indced, u month of contentment

L 4
: ané of expectancye.
_ I £ of the winter migrents are herc, I have seen Black Redstarts, Common
4 * Swellows, Rosy Pastor:, Pale Harriers, Tewny Pipits, Tree Pipits, Grey
. Viagtad 1s. White Wagtails, Ye1low "egtd ls, impense flocks of Shortetoed
. lurks, lLesser ‘hite-thro:t., Common and Green S.ndpipers, Kestrels end the

like, Passuge migr nts which are abuwda t during Scptember have A1
passed, though herc still may be seen o few Spotted Plycstchers and
Isshmir Rollerse. For the winter hiave cone Kedbreastea Flycutchers, Brown
Shrikes, large Green Bec=cuters, ¥ied Bush Chuts, Coiiared Bush Chets,
¥Yed md Descrt ‘“heutcars and tue unobstrusive Uryneckse HooOpoes wre
plentiful and on glnost every bobool along the roads is stationed a Bay=
wocked Shrike which in this part of the country is = wintcr migrate
e same is true of the Indim Roller, though o few puirs stay on ard
wrecd in tue larger groves of ganrled md cgeing treese

So, may I wish o huppy birdwatching season to all the friends of our
Clu»? o -
' K. Se Lavkumar
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Chilka Loke Survey

I refer to the remark o7 L de Ae Se ke lluish in volume 8(11), Nov-

ember 1968 of the Newsletter concernins thc visit ol the Socicty's party

to Chilka Lauke, cnc wolld drew ifr Felluish's attention to the article
'Cpilks Lekes A Filot Survey for buading possi wilitics V- by -Ke 5. lavikumar

. publishcd in volume 63 (2), aucust 1966 of the Socicty's journal.

Jd. C, Deniel
Cur:ztor .
Bombay Natural Histary Socicty
: e :
Rain Quail :

I enjoycé zoiug throuzh tae secount sbout the Rain Queil. I wonder

~whetrer this spucics is olso known as the Calling wueils In Jammu we had

got a wholc collection, and we uscd then for a Fescinating pastine. Larly

d4n the morning we used tO £0 to Renbirsinghpurs with our beskits of calle

. ing queilse 'Thc'_ﬁicé :_",fiélc_i_‘i;"are”‘tmf fovourite hoaunt «= I doat blage them

. a5 Ranbird ngbhpura produces, the best veriety of rices A met Was fixed 4n
. one corner of. the ficld éad the basicis of cd ling qu:sils placed nearby.

From the otier cnd two people hcld the rope and insteed of a tug=ofew:r

they weliged till they reached very near the net and lo behold ong found
inveriably twenty or morc qud 1ss Tnere hiad to be u sprcial gare license
for this. . e - : ' :

Mrs Raj Bedi

New Dclhi
A KA AHNH R
Chilke Lake Survey iy

I thenk 0 Teniel for roeminding me of this griicle, wiich I had read

and forgotten, anc apologiac 1o the Society and to Mr Lavkunar for foole
ishly compld ning thiat no report of this expecition had been publighed,

#r Ievkumar inveriably writes well, and this purticular article.of

hl.; is evocative, illuminuting, aad & ple asure 1O rcade. Lxcellent though

4t 44, rh()wcver, it makes no pretcrce of belng a systenatic, scientific
report, and tids im ‘probzbly why I overlookcd it. It would have been

_ {nteresting to sec z systemetic, amotated 1ist of species ohserved .
{perha'psk as an appendix to.the narrative?). Without such a thing any

narfative account is likely :to be incomplete record. ror instance, Mr
lavkumsr mokes no mertion of the Snipebilicd Godwiit, Limmodramus semipale
hetus, which I believe his party collected and'which nust have been one

- of its more importantrdiscoverics, Ripged Plovers are mentioneds Docs the

writer really mean tac extrerely rare ldinged Plover, hiaticula, or the

_common Iittle Ringead Plover, dubiug? The only gpuecies of flauingo nention=

.o.ed is Icsser, but no assessment of nombers is made aad since this. is

Sl

possibly a new record for t7e arca it would have been useful. And were
the big Phocnicopterus roseus uach served? Such information would probably
not have been omitted from a systematic 1i st :

R. A, Stewart Melluish
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Parakcetss ‘Plights 10 roosts

Birdwatching Las developed in-ne tie nabit of looking up at the trces
@ d the open sky (though e bit dm serous atb times) and 1 am often reward-
ed with tonc sight of a solitary bird or a ilight of birds. Réturning from
office in the evening at Ladur, i sec flights of roseringed and lurge
parekects returning to their rovsting placese “he flights oke nostly from

.porth to south. During the last few deys, on my evening valks, I heve had

more oopertuniides ol Cbserving trhese £1ignts,. widch Toilcw one after
motier in rapid succeusion betweun 5,30 and 6 p.ms I hove estimated about
50 birds in a big flizhte CF course, some stray birds leisurely follow the
main ©light ciistted ng azd fighting. This evening I counted about 20 such
£liphts within half m hour, trough I oy have missed quite a few. Hove
ever I am anxious 1O know throw i ény of our readers if these £1lights are
2 1s0 observed in tué morniag when these birds go to their feeding grounds,
and their sporoxincte time. .
e P : - Bahadur Ae. Palkhiwalla
Zafer Futehully . 26 October 168
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INTERNATICNAL ILOROVL CLHOUS
iidedapuary 1069
The Wildfowl Survey

11-f Gulberg, Lahore, i/s Prolistan

COUNTIY Astrict
Place (1) (2)
(3) (4) (5)

I
Total | Tot-l
No. | o,

(3) 1 (4)

Species Total |
Coie No,

' (2)

|
!
|
t
LALLALD 0720 ‘
-
4

TEAL

GARGAL BY

GA DHGLL

W IGU03!

FIAIL

SLOVELLER
VARBLED PEAL

Y BEE

Baa

REDCRILSTED
. POCHALLD

SCAUP

TUFTED DUCK
COILI0H PCCALD

wIITE=EY S D
POCIARD

~ o e}
UOL AT

B U R SR e, et

LONGTAILED
V. SCOTER

€. SCoT ik
LERGANSIR
GCOSALDER

AL, ”..._,J..m._...“.k___.,.Jm_,___.

Sy

CU.LiUON

it UG
HUDIY
SIELUCK

VHIT S ADED
DUCLL




“»

(2)

DATE Species Total {Total {Total |Total [Total
Code HO. NO . Iq(). NO. N.O 5
(1) (2) (3) 1 () | (5)
MUTE SVAN 0570
WHOOELR SWAN 0550
BLYICK SVAN 0560
coors e
ES = Bl
GREYIAG GOCSE 0590
BARHIEADED e
WEITEFRCATED e
IESSER
WHITEFRONTED —
BEAN GOGCSE 0621
REDBREASTED —
FLAITHGOLS
o 2 1

REVARKS: e. Se

visibility, local conditions, @nd comments on the pro-
bable accuracy of the count:

OBSERVER'S
NALE and
ADDRESS ¢

PIEASE RETURN COMPIETED FORNS

THEUIATELY ~— THANK YOU




mar
Rajkot.
Mr. R£
Oxford
Mount |
Madras-1.

Palghat-I

Mr. S. V. Nilakanta,
Theosophical Colony,
Juhu, Bombay 54.

Mr. K. R. Sethna.

Kartikerre Estate,

P. O. Bedaguli, via, Chamarajnagar,
Mysore State.
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