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PLEDGE OF THE ECO-CHILDREN

pledge to be aware of my immediate c
surroundings at all times, and to

actively participate in all environmental

conservation efforts,

| shall always keep the interests of the

people above my own,
and to only invest in development that

is sustainable;
| shall never forget that the Earth

is our only way of survival,
and | shall love, cherish and preserve it

for the benefit of mankind.

Eco-children taking Pledge

Excerpt from the message of Mr. Kamal Nath, the Hon. Minister for

Environment & Forests, Govt. of India on the occasion of the

Ist National Eco-Camp and Ist National meet of the Co-ordinating Agencies

"| believe strongly in the inherent potential of young children for bringing about social & attitudinal

changes & this is precisely the reason that my Ministry has chosen to concentrate on children & youth

as a prime target group. In your hands lies the future of our Planet. The activities and experience that

a child is exposed to in the Eco-Clubs, would, | hope contribute significantly to inculcating enduring

attitudes and values of respect for nature & natural resources so that the child grows up to be an

ecologically enlightened individual treating the environment with the respect and care that it deserves".



ECO CHILDREN'S HOUR

February 17-19, 1995

Goa (Agonda) had the honour of hosting, under the banner of Green Ray Foundation, the first National

Eco-camp.

Integrated in the activities for Eco-Clubs -a scheme of the Union Ministry of Environment & Forests for

active participation of school children in environmental conservation- Eco-Club members, between

the ages of 12 & 15, from Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Haryana, New Delhi, Orissa, Andhra

Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Maharashtra, West Bengal met their Goan

counterparts on February 17, 1995 and camped on the shores of Agonda (Canaconal, to commune

With Mother Nature and share with one another their own personal experience for a briefweekend.

That evening, there by the sea, with the graceful coconut-irees as their witnesses, they sat together by

the camp-fire and held their First Meet. Despite some language barriers, glowing with the enthusiasm

of youth, they discussed, argued, proposed, assessed and selected their own representative for the

main elements of the Earth-Wind, Fire & Water for 1995. These three Eco-elements were given the

tasks of observing, learning and spreading the message of harmony with Nature to all others in their

own spheres and surroundings for 1995.

Trekking was the adventure of the following day. Along the beach and through the hilly range to the

majestic mountains, the Eco-children made their way. With mixed feelings of Hillary and Tensing, they

proudly carved out their names on the giant trees so that their presence would be etched forever in

those pristine surroundings. Back at the camp-base they were joined by another 1200 Eco-children for

a picnic lunch from among 43 Goan schools. Moments bubbling with chatter and laughter followed

as they made new friends.

Moments of solemnity presided during the pledge included in the inaugural function that afternoon,

when united by a common bond the Eco-children raised their voices to affirm their commitment to the

cause of the Environment.

Prizes were awarded to the best of 1994 and nomination certificates given out fo the Eco-

representatives for 1995.

The inspired message of the Hon. Minister of Environment & Forests, New Delhi, was both

enlightening and encouraging as well as food for afterthoughts.

With the Hymn of the Goan Eco-clubs still lingering in the air, itwas time to say 'so long' to their guests.

Late that evening, by the camp fire., they made merry with folk songs, plays and skits in a blend of

cultures and traditions. The morrow held a promise of an exciting trip to the Wild Life Sanctuary at

Cotigao. But the nightwas young and so were they. Aware of the honour bestowed upon them by

their Minister of holding in their hands the future of the Planet, the Eco-children went to sleep and

dreamt of all the great things they would do.
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FIRST NATIONAL MEET, GOA.
February 18-19, 1995

Second day of the First National Meet of Co-ordinating Agencies for Eco-Clubs, was held at the
premises of Green Ray Foundation in Verem, Bardez (Goa) on February 19, 1995.

The First National Meet, held with the support of the Hon. Minister for Environment & Forests, Govt. of
India, was basically held to bring delegates from all over India to a common platform, to discuss and
setup guidelines for development of Eco-activities.

The Hon. Speaker of the Goa Legislative Assembly, Mr. Tomazinho Cardozo, was the Chief Guest on
the occasion.

Twenty seven delegates, from 34 Co-ordinating Agencies, scattered all over the country, took active
partin the proceedings, under technical guidance from the Centre for Environment Education,
Ahmedabad.

Mr. Sunil Jacob from Centre for Environment Education, Ahmedabad presented a paper on
"Guidelines for Eco-club activities" and Mr. R. C. Rai from Parikrama Environment Education Institute,
Jabalpur, presented his paper on "Suggestion for setting up guidelines for development of Eco-
conservation activities".

In the open forum, delegates discussed and shared their experiences about various problems faced
by them and the solutions they adopted.

Highlights of resolutions passed were: Publication of Eco-Magazine, Frequent exchange of field
training suggestions, Establishment of Zonal resource Centres, Holding of National Meets regularly,
and be a source of feed back for Union Ministry of Environment & Forests on the environmental issues.

Finally the delegates present, expressed their thanks to the Ministry of Environment & Forests, New
Delhi, for providing them with the unique opportunity of geting together.
The meet ended with a vote of thanks from Miss Barbara Caldeira, the Co-ordinator of Green Ray
Foundation.

SOME SMILES
® The introductory game at the camp was really rib-tickling as everyone was divided into 4 groups

viz cocks, crows, frogs, cranes & they had to introduce themselves saying "| am father cock,
mynameis

® There was one camper who could not understand English nor Hindi but spoke only Tamil. He was
one of the most enthusiastic campers and he presented an entire item in his language using all
gestures which no one could understand but had everyone rolling on the floor with laughter. Very
enterprising indeed !

® At the Cotigao Wild Life Sanctuary, everyone seemed to have spotted a wild animal & everyone
had different descriptions of it. Some said itwas black, some said yellow, some said horns, some
big ears !!

® The last day all the eco-children stood in a line holding hands at the beach where they could feel
the ocean. Itwas an exhilarating experience for some specially because they had never seen an
ocean.
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DearFriends,
This specialedifion Is a landmark in the historyofthe Green Ray Foundation.
The very factthat despite allodds, we were able toholdtheFirstNationalECO-Camp & the First
NationalMeet of the Co-ordinating Agencies for Eco-Clubs as scheduled was In itself an
achievement. From the long list whom we are indebted for co-operating with us
behind the curtains, we canmention here buta few. Notable among those who came from
forandnear to be with us on the occasion were RajeshwarDyal tom Friedrich EbertStiftung,
NewDelhi lvone Bogaard's from FifthDimension, Netherlands, andalong withhis Prot

Edgar Cardozo, donorofthe GAIA Rolling Trophy.

Among those who sent in their bestwishes were:
1. Dr. Maria de Jesus Barroso (Wife ofthe PresidentofPortugal).
2. Commonwealth Youth Exchange Council, UK.
3. The RoyalSociety for the Protection ofBirds, U.K.
4. Instituute VoorMilieuvraagstukken, Amsterdam
5. Vereniging VoorNature - EnMilieveducatie, Amsterdam
6. Schweizerische Stifing fur Landschatisschutz andLandschattspflege (St) Switzerland.
7. Centre ofEnvironmentalScience, The Netherlands.
8. IUCN, The World Conservation Union, Switzerland.

We wouldalso like to expresshere our thanks foMr. KamalNath, Hon MinisterofEnvironment
& Forests, Govt Of India, New Delhi for his support and the outstanding collaboration
extendedbyhisMinistry itisnotourpolicy togenerate expectations, butwe shallcontinue to

work and strive to meet all expectations
Yours sincerely,

MARIA CLAUDETT PINTO
MANAGING TRUSTEE

HYMN OF THE GOAN ECO-CLUB w
GOA... WE'LL KEEP IT GREEN !

Goa, land of our forefathers,
Where are your hills and fields,
that were once so green ?

Goa, gifted to us oy Parashurama,

5
Fy

Why are your seas and skies
turning grey ? bat =
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Chorus Goa, We'll keep it green
My cradle, my playground ofmy childhood
days,
Will you be there waiting for me always ?

My country, a shelter, a place ofmy own,
My only and truely Home sweet Home !

If ever | leave you,

%&

I'l never forget you,
For you will live in my heart !

ay

%

e: -*
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Claudette Pinto Goa- We'll Keep It Green !... 4 (A Chorus)Composed, arranged and conducted by

For GREEN RAY FOUNDATION
February 18, 1995

GREEN RAY FOUNDATION
P-6, CALANGUTE ROAD, PORTAIS VADDO, VEREM - GOA, PO REIS MAGOS - 403 114. INDIA

TEL « (0832) 212583 FAX (0832)21-7621
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4 WWEConservationCorps
EEGMediaServices

Resources &Newsletters

Manpower Development
Himachal Natural Resources

Water and Matrimony
Technology Centre

JOINEEGNETWORK
EEG is a non governmental
organisation dealing in

developmental communication. it
aims to create public opinion about
the need for sustainable
development,
We inivite you to join the network

by sharing your work, ideas and
plans through these pages,
Communication is vital ta the life of a
Network, especially when physical
distances carinot easily bebritged
by closer contacts.
EEG Reports is one such effort in

this direction. It is eight pages of
informative reading every three
months. Subscribe today to sustain
the network. See inside for
subscription details.

Reports},
A Forum For Sharing Development Information

VOLUNTARISM LACKS BUSINESS SENSE
Time has changed. The rising culture of
neo-voluntarism has replaced voluntarism
of the pre-independence era. While it was
more to do with 'cause' and 'commitment'

in the past, these elements do not seem to
dominate the scene today. Instead, in the

garb of 'motivation', 'commitment' and

'integrity', the voluntary sector of the day is
no more than an 'employment exchange'.

Truth must prevail and there is no point

disputing that. Who can deny that budget
of most NGOs or Volags (or whatever you
might like to call them) is over a couple of

crores employing hundreds of young men

and women. Those who have yet to join
this club are not far away from it.

Government and indeed every
well-meaning individual should credit
NGOs for shouldering some of the state's

responsibility of providing employment and

conducting developmental activities.
But the issue is not that. The fact is that

all this and much more is done in the name
of 'motivation' & 'commitment'. What is

preached is not essentially practised.

Consequently, commitment and motivation

is directly. related to flow of funds. With
neither of them lacking, the
neo-voluntarism has an amazing growth.

Despite its size and the growth rate,
what this sector lacks is an ever-evolving
management structure. Unfortunately,

management is considered a dirty word by
this sector. It means business and

non-profit organisations pride themselves
on being free of

commercialisation. Can 'goodness of

cause' be a substitute to sound

management?
At least that is what the voluntary sector

will make you believe, It is but a matter of
time before donor agencies and the public
at large start questioning the credibility of

the taint of.

NGOs. Mere delivery of goods and

services (free or heavily subsidised) to

identified beneficiaries may not convince
the donor for tong. Because the process of

development ends with the distribution of

goods. And the cycle of fund-raising is set
in motion again.

Can such a process continue for long?
The fault lies with both the dominant actors
in the game - the donor and the receiver.
Since donors have to disburse a fixed

quantum of money in a given year and the

performance of the concerned officer is

linked to getting rid of the stipulated funds,
all kinds of projects get funded.

The mechanism is so well known that

there is no point repeating it. In the
absence of a sound management system,
the situation is unlikely to improve. With

NGOs lacking business sense, donor ¢an

do little to transform the situation.
To sustain themselves and their

credibility, NGOs will need to borrow a leaf
from the corporate sector. Business is a

cyclic process - investment, process,
economic returns - in which efficiency is

continuously monitored. Further, business
survives on customer satisfaction reflected
in the full value paid for the product. Since
beneficiaries rarely pay for the good or

services, there is no way an NGO's

performance can be monitored.

All NGO projects are woven around
Teal-needs and so are corporate plans. But

why it is so that business houses make

people pay for their needs whereas NGOs
do not. Houses for the poor were built by
an NGO in Maharashtra without charging a

penny and the underlying argument was

'they cannot afford to pay.' On the contrary,
a business house did charge the poor for

the TV sets they bought from them.
What NGOs lack is - business sense.
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RIE hx] esi Responses Ce Be] fe fe a
Dear Sir,

Despite several constraints, our
organisation has won 'awards' in the
area of rural youthmovement and family
welfare. We wish to share this and more
with the readers of your newsletter.
Please put us on your regularmailing list.

G Ramakrishnaiah
Rural Reconstruction Movement

Chowdepalle, Chittoor (AP)

Dear Sir,

We are active in the areas of women,
child and youth development and would
like to diversify into alternate energy
sources and communications. We need
information and resources to further our
objectives.

R Rounder
Community Reliefé& Development

Organisation
Chandel-795 127, Manipur

Dear Sir,

We are interested in getting the EEG
Reports. Kindly put us on your regular
mailing list.

KCMathew
President

_ International Centre for Study&
Development

Valakom
Kerala

Dear Sir,

Please arrange to send us EEG Reports on
a complimentary basis. We are very keen
to get this publication.

Ananth Sarin
Vivekananda Abibasi Kalyan Samiti

Bankura
West Bengal

EEG Reports is available on
subscription only.

Dear Sir,

Kindly include our name in the mailing
list to receive EEG Reports regularly. Our
one year subscription is enclosed.

Harjeet Singh
Sahbhagi Shikshan Kendra

Lucknow

Dear Sir,

We read a write-up on EEG Reports in
the latest issue of Peoples Action. We are
a voluntary organisation involved in
environmental work. Kindly let us havea
sample copy ofEEG Reports.

+

MMeenakshi Sundram
SERVICE
Madura?

Dear Sir,

We are a voluntary agency and are
coordinating the activities of Gujarat
Voluntary Health Association which is a
federation of more than 125 institutions
working on health related issues in
Gujarat.

Weare interested in getting 'Reports' and
'Aas Paas' ona a regular basis. Please send
us details as early as possible.

Nimitta Bhatt
Trust forReaching the Unreached

Vadodara-390 005

Dear Sir,

We are engaged in leprosy control and
rehabilitation of
mentally retarded.

Please add our name for receiving EEG
Reports ona regular basis.

Suresh Soni
SahyogKushthyagana Trust

Raigarh-383 276, Gujarat

Dear Sir,

We have come across Reports and found
it pertinent toour work. Please send us
regular copies of this publication as well
as any others whichmay be useful.

Prabha Thacker
Manushi

Kathmandu

Dear Sir,

We are a non-governmental organisation
engaged in a variety of social and
developmental work. We came to know
about EEG Reports from latest issue of
Peoples Action. Would appreciate
receiving it regularly.

Mervyn Watson
Administrator

SAMUHA
Raichur-584 116

Dear Sir,

Ours is a non-governmental organisation
working in the field of rural
development. We are interested to know
about EEG Reports.

PC C Misra
Indian Institute of Youth &

Development
Pulbani
Orissa

Reports, Vol. 4, No. 1, 1994

ee Ne

Subscribeaf
Thanks for the
complimentary copy.
Iwant to subscribe to
EEGReports.

EEGReports
Enclosed ismybankdraft / cheque for

Rs 25/year, annual, individual
a $7/year, annual, overseas

individual
Rs 501 year,annual institution

Q $10/year, annual, overseas
institution

Payment -by bank draft/cheque
made out to Energy Environment
Group, New Belhi, Add Rs 7 for
outstation cheques

Outstation subscribers may send
their subscriptions by bank draft
only

Name
Address: sary.

City.madd ad hndd the

State Pin... wqewe

Encloseyour
subscription
andmail to:

Energy Environment Group
PO Bag 4

New.Delhi-110 024

Planning to change
youraddress?

Ifso, please notify us six weeks in
advance in order not tomiss any
issues ofReports. Just send a fabel
with a copy of your new address,
and we'lldo the rest.Thanks
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Holland to export cowdung to India
WATERUNSAFE

ina recent studyaimed at assessing.
the general nature of ine bottled
minera water, the conclusions
drawn were thot more thon 65 per
cent of fhemineral water botfleso
sale are not up to the mark, The:
analytical study carted out by the.
Deth-besed "Shriram Institute for
industrial Research (SIR} was fo find
out the aesthetic value and
simitarity in the physical and
shernical characteristics at
different branes ofmineral water.
The labels. on the battle that

assure consumers about the quality.
aremisleading, f was found thet 65
per cent of them do nof comply
with one or more determined.
values as prescrined for drinking
water staundarcis. Out of the 14

prominent brands, six brands
practicallymade nomention of the
composition except a general
statement, It is In some coses only
that bacteria-free water is claimed,
which according to the report is the:
most important pararneter for any
drinking water,
The. report suggested that no.

bottled water be accepted as stte-
and- healthy. The consumers
sentiments are exploited by the
manufacturers and different
gimmicks used for selling such
products. Names of religious place
and holy rivers os fhe sources of
water are used to attract. Mineral
water s aiso used as a status symbot
rather fhan an assurance for safe
drinking werter.

it is rare fo find mineral water tree
from organic, Inerganic .and other
impurities so as to be directly
bottled and coansurned even after
@ lapse of time. According fo the.
report, It is advisable fo quench
thirstbyusing fap water.

It is a crazy idea - to export cowdung
to India, the land of the holy cow.
And yet with the World Bank
positively inclined to the. proposal,
Holland will soon begin to dispose
off its accumulated stocks of
manure to be dumped into India.
Wrapped in an eco-friendly label

of 'Envirodung', Holland has
already tied up with an Indian
company - KID Parry, but is looking
for other partners too. Parry, on its
part, has not only shown interest in
selling the dried manure but has
even expressed the desire to invest
in the Indian part of the business,
and also in the holding of the Dutch
company which will take up the
export project. Holland estimates a
six million tonnes annual cowdung
market in India to begin with. The
ultimate capacity for its manure in
India may exceed 10million tonnes.
While Holland believes that the

export of 'Envirodung' will meet to
quite an extent the requirement of
organic manure in India, it has
failed to acknowledge that by
getting rid of its massive stocks of
manure, which in any case cannot
be dumped into the sea, the country
would be able to steer out of its
biggest political crisis in recent
years. Its 'generosity' towards
India, therefore, is the result of
political compulsions.
Shockingly, before being shipped

to India, biogas will be extracted
from themanure and sold to private
electric companies in Holland.
Scientists in the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research (ICAR) are
surprised because according to
them there is no shortage of animal
dung in a country that supports 300
million strong cattle population.
A private company in Holland,

Reports, Vol. 4, No. 1, 1994

Seaswan, with backing from the
Dutch Ministry of Agriculture, has
undertaken the start-up activities
and is also seeking subsidy from the
European Commission. The
company proposes to produce
various kinds of natural fertilisers
for the Indian market after drying
the slurry offloaded in Gujarat.
Seaswan is hopeful that with the

decontrol in fertiliser prices many
older and inefficient fertiliser
factories will be shut down.
Consequently, the demand for
fertilisers will go up opening up a
strategic advantage for the
'Envirodung'. The company has put
the total organic fertiliser market
in India at about 26million tonnes a
year.
The joint venture also aims at

creating job opportunities for the
local population, a promise that no
foreign company putting anchor in
India fails to highlight. And like
most other foreign companies,
Seaswan also is talking of
'stabilising the area' by creating a
mere 150 permanent jobs.
Alarming though it is, the export

of such kinds of wastes into India
are only to increase in the years to
come. With no effective legislation
to check such unscrupulous trade,
India has become a haven for
dumping toxic wastes as well as
animal and human garbage.
Indonesia and Malaysia have
recently woken to the threat and
closed their borders for the toxic
trade. With more and more
Southeast Asian countries waking
up to the malaise, India becomes a
natural dump. And the situation
may go out of our hands once the
GATT regime comes into force.

Devinder Sharma

EEG, essentially, is a Communication Network which, through its publications and grass-root
work, acts like a bridge between the scientific community and the rural masses such that the

gradient is lowered to decode the hardcore complexities into a language that could reach the
common man and accelerate social changes instrumental to sustainable development.

+

3



« EEGs Media Services
EEG,as has been mentioned elsewhere in the text, is a

communication network. Apart from generating and circulating a
wide variety of information for the grassroots organisation, which

includes a monthly hindi wallnewspaper (Aas Paas) and a

bimonthly hindi magazine (Vikalp), EEG is feeding the mainstream
printmedia with its regular feature services.

The fortnightly english feature service was
the first activity of the organisation when it

started nine years ago. Unfunded right from
the beginning, the service is still alive and

kicking. As of today 140 features on

wide-ranging subjects have been released.
The issues covered in the service have been

picked by leading newspapers like The
Economic Times, The Pioneer, Observer,
The Tribune, Newstme, The Hindu,
Financial Express, Deccan Herald, Indian

Express and Business Standard.
When we began nine years ago, media

coverage on environment and development
was at its lowest ebb. Consequently, our
features had to struggle at the editor's desk.
It is the sheer quality and topicality of the
features that has sustained the service for so

long without any external inputs.
Media scene has changed markedly in

past two years. More and more newspapers
are devoting full pages on science,
environment & development. Although there
is more room for our features, the challenge
lies in standing upfront amongst other feature

syndicates and wire services. Its a challenge
for which EEG Features is gearing itself.

Not only are we expanding the service but
are seeking the services of freelance writers
and activists to report from the field. We have
plans to release at least three stories to the

press every month. At least one of the three
would be devoted to innovative NGO
initiative. Science is one aspect that was

missing in our features till now, From now on,
we will cover science 'as if people matter'.

The feature service, which currently
serves over 200 newspapers, needs lots of

inputs in terms of resources and manpower.
The current remuneration from the

newspapers is not able to pay for these
inputs. One time investment/grant for Fax,
E-mail and telephone will see the service tide
over its current resource crisis. We would
value support of any kind.
For details, just drop in a card or fax your
message at 91-11-6419042. We would

provide you all the necessary details.

EEGs has been involved in appropriate
technology identification, field testing,
demonstration, training and documentation
for the past couple of years. But for
documentation of appropriate technology, all
other activities are conducted at our field
research centre in Una (HP).

Having been involved in this activity for

fong, it occurred to us that there is rarely any
demand for approtech products. Howsoever
useful the products like solar cooker or a

biogas system might be, given the choice the
rural populace will choose the hi-tech

gadgets about which the media coverage is
not only phenomenal but forceful too.

After serious discussions with several

experts involved in the field of -approtech
dissemination it was decided to start a

process that might lead to increased

coverage of these low-cost solutions in the

print media. Consequently, a fortnightly hindi
feature service on appropriate technology
was launched to serve 250 selected hindi

newspapers.
These features have been well received

by the hindi newspapers. The most

interesting aspect of the service is its

outreach. Readers in villages are responding
to the features by asking additional
information on 'how to do it', 'where to get it'

etc. We have created a back-up service in

the form of 'do-it-yourself guides to respond
to such questions.

Although a market campaign for these

technologies could get the desired results but
it would be unfair to make massive
investment in ad-campaigns when the

product is inherently cheap and can be
fabricated (most of the times) within the

village. It is for this reason that the low-cost
method of generating awareness about the

appropriate technology was mooted.
Tech Feature is a unique concept about

which we are all thrilled and look forward to

creating a niche for it in the vernacular press
in the coming months as well. Anyone can
write for this service, we pay for all accepted
contributions.
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CONSERVATION CORPS

WWE India has established a
Censervation Corps (CC} to train
young people for conservation fleld
work. Young mer and women of
the age group 21-28 years with a
commitment to aequiring
knowledge and skills In fleids related
jo biodiversity conservation and
environmental protection are
Identified and provided support for
a perlod nat exceeding two years
During the period the Conservation
Carps Volunteer (CCV} participate
In a programme involving
deployment with fled based
voluntary organizations as welt
more structured training through
exposure fo WWF Indla wark
programmes and visiis to key
progessional institutions (official
and non official), Fach CCV who is
selected has his or her programme
of work/fraining formulated
separately by the WWF India CC
cretarlaf ta sult specific needs,

aptitudes and clicumstances
In comparison to the previous

year, WWF India received a larger
number of applications from young
peaple fram all over the country. Of
these 18 were processed and
recruited for deployment with
varlous NGOs locdted in Bihar,
Andhra Pradesh Tarnil Nadu.
Kamataka, Maharashtra and West
Bengal. Mast of therm have already
completed a year of thetr
deplayment period and are on
extension for an additional year

In the last four months, the senior
programme officermade Held visits
fo monitor the work plans and
provide counselling on various
aspects such as information
collection, achleving the
abjectives, Involvernent of the locat
communities and closer supervisian
by the hast agency. During the visits
fo Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh
and Keanatuka, the state officers
were aiso. visited to update the
state directors of the Carservation
Corps Programme and strengthen
the: relationship betweeri the host
agencies and WWF India. in the
next three months, the senior
progtamme officer will be visiting
areas In Orissa,West Bengal, Bihar
and Tarn Nadu.

For further detaiis contact:
Ninan, Omen, WWE india, 472-8,
Lodi Estate, New Delhi 30003

Tech FeaturesEEG Features
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Tn India, in other entinéties, talent, "eppe: nities. to develop
there & greatand continuingneed
for. men and women of exceptional
qualities ofmind and character to
provide. enlightened leadership.
The Homi Bhabha Fellowships
Council accordingly seeks out and

position in their professionor in the
organisation towhich theybelong.
The object of the fellowship,

. which has been created in the
memory of neted Indian scientist
Homi Bhabha, is to give to young
men and women of exceptional Bombay-400 021

FELLOWSHIP

their abilities
a

at a relatively early
ape, through study, research, travel
and practical training, so BS to
enable them to provide in time the
kind of leadership the eountry,
requires in various fields,
Fellowship offers. attractive

Fordetails, contact:

Executive Director
Homi Bhabha Fellowships Couineit
c/o National Centre for Performing:
Arts, Nariman point

Formembership details, write to:

Director

Aberdeen Studios
22 Highbury Grove, London N5 2EA"a

So
m

TheWomen's Environmental Network

TheWomen's Environmental Network
The Women's Environmental Network (WEN) is a non-profit membership
organisation educating and empowering women who care about the
environment. WEN is funded by membership fee, sales ofbooks and other
goods, as well as donations and grants from charitable bodies.
WEN members receive a quarterly newsletter which keeps them

informed of up-to-date news and campaigns. Women andmen are equally
welcome to join, but the organisation is woman-centred.
WEN runs an information and research service to give clear, practical

advice to the public on lifestyle issues such as sanjtary protection, clothing,
packaging, babies and green consumerism. WEN has been credited with
the most powerful campaign against sanitary napkins and chlorine
bleached paper. It has published authoritative documents on the subject.

ANOTE TO SUBSCRIBERS
This issue of Reports will make many of you wonder as to what might have

happened to the last issue of 1993. It has'nt been lost in transit because it was
never sent.

objectives.

Our apologies. But we have plans to compensate you with a special issue of

Reports which would, for reasons beyond our control, reach you later.
You would be pleased to note that EEG has completed 9 years of its

existence. To mark the occasion, we are publishing a special issue of Reports.
Apart from updating you about our activities and growth, the issue will expose
you to the strengths and weeknesses of the group. We have planned this issue
to solicit maximum support from friends and wellwishers like you to further our

Editor
Reports, Vol. 4, No. 1, 1994

are en

ee ne ee a

newsletters are
to non-profit

developing

Following
avallable free
organisations in
countries.

Community Development Joumal

This quarterly journal focuses on
community development
theory, approaches and
experiences worldwide. It

includes case studies and
analysis of the political, social
and economic dimensions of
community work and role of
governments in fostering
sustained development.

assists outstanding young persans
atastage in their career when the financial package that ineludes
BODpenormallyavailable for the full travel and continency expenses
developmentof their talentsmaybe related fo the fellowshipPrject

cted by their relatively junior

Oxford University Press,
Walton Street, Oxford OX2 6DP,
UK

The Cobasheca Newsletter

This newsletter aims to exchange
ideas between
community-based health care
programmes. It concentrates on
east Africa, with some articles
from other areas of the
developing word. Recent
articles include: 'The potential of
folk media in community-based
health care', 'Participatory
community diagnosis' and
'Participatory rural appraisal'.

African Medical and Research
Foundation
Community Health Care
Support Unit
PO Box 30125, Nairobi, Kenya

Development Communication Report

This international newsletter is

published quarterly In English,
with occasional translations in
French and Spanish. It contains
information on communication
strategies for health education
and development, including
case studies, research reporis
and discussion of new
developments.

Clearinghouse on Development
Communication
HR, 1815 North Fort Myer Drive
Arlington, Virginia, VA 22209
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From Our Himachal Office

Red

At times, women are found to be more

receptive than men in pickin-up new skills or

in other words they are more enterprising
than menfolk. At least that is what our field
research staff has to say. Women are so

enterprising that our training staff is always in

look out for new techniques and processes to

keep them busy. We believe that only upon
attaining certain skills can their

entrepeneurial capabilities be brought out.
In our latest training capsule, a twelve-day

camp for 40 young women was held at our
Vikas Sadan campus in Una in November
1993. Held in collaboration with the local
Nehru Yuvak Kendra, women were imparted
training on food processing which included

pickle, jam, vinegar, ketchup, muraba and
cold drink preparation. HP Agricultural
University provided the trainers for this camp.

Before launching a programme for mass

production of these products, women have
been asked to prepare such items for their
home and local consumption. It is hoped that
a smail-production unit can soon start

producing such products.
Sensing the enthusiasm of women for

such training capsules, another camp for 50
women and 10 men was arranged during the

month of January 1994. Nehru Yuvak
Kendra, Una collaborated on this programme
as well wherein training in soap, surf and
blue making was imparted.

Please stay in touch to know about our
next training capsule.

Five voluntary organisations
embarked on an ambitious
programme to survey the state of
Himachal Pradesh for its diverse
natural resources. It was felt that
such a document would help
voluntary agencies structure their
plan around the key problem
areas. EEG is one of the five
agencies involved in this unique
study. The draft report of the study
was presented to the NGOs of the

state at a meeting in Shalana,
Rajgarh.
Readers will recall that

foundation for such a survey was
laid at the meeting of NGOs from
three districts viz Una, Kangra
and Hamirpur at Una in early 1993
where EEG tabled such a motion.
Subsequently, other NGOs joined
the move.

It is hoped that the report would
lead to some concrete action
programmes.

Although it might surprise many but
there is a direct coorelation between
water availability and matrimonial
alliance. Come with us to Una and we
will show you how these two distinct
aspects of life are linked to eachother.

Sanganeiy is a sleepy village where
drinking water is a serious problem. This
is a village where no one likes to marry
his daughter. Reason: Why should

anyone marry his daughter in a village
where she would go through the agony of
fetching watcr from long distances for
rest of her life.
Officials of CAPART, who visited the

village, were shocked at the water
situation in the village vis-a-vis
matrimonial alliance problem and
advised us to chalk out a plan for

correcting the situation.

Consequently, we have planned a

scheme to erect rainwater harvesting
tanks of 4000 litres capacity for each
household. [t has been estimated that this
water is sufficient to quench the thirst of
a family for at least two months.

Beneficiaries arc enthusiastic about
the scheme and have agreed to contribute
a little over ten per cent towards the cost
ofa tank.

EEGs role as an environmental organisation
was recognised bythe Ministry of

Environment & Forests, Government of

india, when EEG Una was designated as a

'Paryavaran Vahini' last year.
Another feather in EEGs cap was added

this year when the National Research

Development Corporation identified EEG as

a Rural Technology Demonstration cum

Training Centre, nicknamed RTDT centre.

EEG 's the first NGO in Himachal Pradesh to

get this centre. This is recognition to the role

our field centre has played in identifying, field

testing and demonstrating rural

technologies.
As of today, our field research staff has a

repository of over 30 low-cost rural

technologies on which training courses are

regularly organised. Out of these

dissemination programmes on selected

technologies are also being conducted in

selected villages of Una.

Under the scheme, EEG will continue to

get fechnologies from NRDC for

demonstration and training. Leaf-cup

making, rope making and papad making
machines have already been ordered and it

is hoped that the same will reach Una in next

couple ofweeks.

We thank NRDC and its managing
director Mr N K Sharma for bestowing
confidence in us. We assure NRDC that we

will not let them down in this ardous task of

making people aware about the

technological options that might help change
their lifestyle.

Entrepreneurship Development

xt

Water andMatrimony

EEGs field centre is doing much more
than what has been reported here. A
comprehensive report is now ready
which can be requested by those who
wish to support our programmes. We
invite all those who wish to share our
concem for empowerment of the rural

poor. We value individual as well as

corporate support.
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EEG PUBLICATIONS.

BOOKS

Our Common Future - soft-cover hindi language edition of
the Brundtland Report. 240pp. Rs 60.

Banking the Unhankable - an analysis of 11 credit
schemes in Asia, Africa and Latin America. It shatters the
myth that thepoor are not creditworthy. 240pp. Rs 200.*

Project Guide - a volume prepared in partnership with
CAPART is aimed at educating NGOs about the art ofwriting
projectproposals. 100pp. Rs 20.

Readers Guide - a pictorial guide to the global environment.
Usefulfor schools and adulteducation centres. 36pp. Rs 45.

DH TOBRINGING

Moy
PERIODICALS

Vikalp - the only hindi bimonthly on science and
sustainable development. Rs 100.

Aaas Paas - a monthly hindi wallnewspaperfor grassroot
development agencies. Rs 50.

EEG Features - fortnightly english features on science,
environment and developmentfor the mainstream media.

Technology Features - the only fortnightly hindi features
specialising on rural and appropriate technologies.

Reports - a quarterly english networking newsletter on
environment and development. Rs 50.

HANDBOOKS

Nadep Compost - the bilingual do-it-yourself handbook on
composting. ra20pp. Rs 15.

TECy

Soak Pit - the bilingual do-it-yourself manual on the
erectionofapit that soaks waste water. 24 pp. Rs 25.

VIDEOS
Our Common Future - a 30-minute VHS cassette on the
global environment. Available in hindi also. Rs 250.

957
gry

Signs of Hope - a 30-minute treatment to the global
environmentalproblems. Rs 250.
* Out of stock

Puby

For details about the forthcoming titles,
write to the Circulation Manager

Send your DD/MO in favour of
EnergyEnvironmentGroup

Lajpat Nagar - 4

New Delhi-4 10024
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