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*“A Committee to support the
agitation against Grasim Indu-
stries was formed in Wayand
district.
The committee meeting reso-
ved that GmSJm factory mana-
gem;nt has been posing a chall-
enge to the people of the State,
) ummg “their resources at
‘Wery low cost and causing
déath and disease in the Chali-
Yar basin.
A districtlevel agitation
ommittee’ was formed at the
eeting With V ‘Philipose as
hairman and N Badusha as
onvenor. Thomas Ambalava-
al welcomed the gathering.
_~Babu Mylampadi Proposed a
% Wote of thanks.
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Express News SERVICE

Kozhikode, Feb 11: Wayanad
Prakruthi Samraskhana Sami-
thi activists - _ joined the agit-
ation against the Grasim Indu-
stries at Mavoor. :

Samithi activists led by wri-
ter Dr Punathil Kunhabdullah;,
T K Ibrahim, K Narayanan
and Baby Vadakkel joined the
relay fast in front of the comp-
any under the aegis of the Cha-
liyar Agitation Council.

In a press statement here
today, the Samithi alleged that
Grasim’s raw material extract-
jon from the forests of Waya-

nad had caused irreparable
ecological damage. It has led to
alteration of the climate of
Wayanad apart from pushing
lakhs of tribal people into pove-

Forest destruction for raw
materials by Grasim with sup-
port of the government has
caused destruction - of the
major habitat of Asiatic eleph-
ants. Since 1963 Grasim has
been destroying /the natural
forests of Wayanad and in
their place eucalyptus, used
for converting marshy land in
Australia and other countries
into dry areas, were planted to

THE NEW INDIAN EXPRESS

‘Grasim causes ecological
damage in Wayanad’

provide raw materials to Gra-
sim.

Destruction of bamboo fore-
sts of Wayanad led to raids by
wild elephants on various
crops, farmers and tribals. Out
of the 24 panchayats in Waya-
nad, people and farms in 22
were now affected by wild life
attacks and: water shortage.
This.situation is the direct res-
ult ot forest destruction caused
by Grasim, the
alleged.

Meanwhile, Samgamam
West, Kodiyathur organised a
cartoon exhibition to protest
pollution caused by Grasim.

Samithi |
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WEDNESDAY;"
AUGUST 4, 1999

ATE
| Plea to ban plastic national flags

Kalpetta, Aug 3: The Waya-
nad Prakruthi Samrakshana
Samithi today urged the State
~— »Government to issue immedi-
ate order to ban the use of pla=-
| stic national flags in the forth-
coming Independence Day cel-
ebrations.

! In a memorandum to the
Chief Minister, the Kerala
State Pollution Control Board
secretary and others, the Sami-
thi leader P U Joy said lakhs of
tons of plastic national flags
are already dumped in the

. arket and these are on disp-
— ey at shops near schools.

Teachers gather money from
school students and buy hund-
reds of these materials for a
Independence Day celebrati-
ons lasting only for few minu-
tes. Tons of toxic plastic waste
in the form of national flags
and other national symbols,
~Would be pushed-into-th i
ronment soon after the Indep-
endence Day programme.

The damage these toxic plas-
tic flags cause to the environm-
| ent is unimaginable as it even
| affect future generations beca-
use of the non-biodegradable

.

e-an

Lots of plastic national flags on display in shops all over Kerala in view of the forthcoming ,

nature of plastic used for these
items.

The celebrations of the gol-
den jubilee of Independence
had generated lakhs of tons of

hrown into the environment.
During the last few years, the
Independence Day and other

xic plastic waste which was,

Independence Day: NIE : g

national festivals have been
converted into toxic waste-gen-
erating festivals. This tende-
ncy should be curbed immedia-

tely as plastic waste has bec-

ome a real menace.
The memorandum referred

to the control on the use of pla-
stic “decorative materials for
election campaigns by the Ele-
ction Commission on the basis
of petition by the World Wide
Fund for Nature. ‘

A

The Samithi urged the Chief

Minister and the Pollution Con-
trol Board to issue orders ban-
ning the use of plastic national
flags and other national symb-
ols during Independence Day
celebrations from this year

: onwards ¢ ENS
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Plea to ban use of plastic

KOZHIKODE, AUG: 12. The Wayanad
Prakriti ~ Samrakshana ° Samithi
(Committee for Protection of Na-
ture) has appealed to educational
institutions to give up the practice
of using plastic flags and buntings
for celebrating Independence
Day on August 15. . :

‘The appeal comes at a time
when teachers are collecting
money from students to buy plas-

tic flags for Independence Day.

“Mr. P. U%}Iﬂy, secretary of Prak-

rithi Samrakshana Sami‘thi,j‘ said
- S S e 7: S Thdsal e

.. flag on I-Day

- though intended to indicate patri-
otisimny use of national flags made
of plastic were actually an unpa-

_ triotic aet.

This was because plastic. ob- |

jects were bio-non -degradable
and would never become part of
soil. Instead they would cause un-
told damage to both men and soil
.in the long run.

Sounding a note of caution
against use of plastic objects, the
committee pointed out that the
number of animals dying after
eating plastic covers was rising.
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Amnesty backs
SSP protesters

WASHINGTON: Amnesty Inter-
national has included the treat-
ment ‘meted out to the protesters
of the Narmada project among the
len “urgent” cases of human rights
violation.

“Peaceful demonstrators against
he Narmada dam project are
arrested, beaten and intimidated
by the police,” it charged in a
report, Ten Urgent Cases of
Human Rights Abuses, brought out
jointly with the Sierra Club, a
prominent US environmental
organisation.

Calling on the Indian government
to “protect the human rights of
protesting villagers and activists and
uphold constitutional guarantees for
freedom of association and speech”,
the two organisations asked it to
“respect the rights to freedom of
expression and association of those
affected and the dam construction
workers, and ensure that their civil
and political rights are not violated
and they are not detained and sub-
jected to cruel, inhuman and
degrading treatment”. (p71)

. ByAStaff Reporter
VADODARA: Six unidentified eyolver and a knife and

men ransacked th . stormed " fnto the, office. They

the ground after

). Meanwhile, the
: TOI

NBA office ransacked
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| VADODARA/DEC'S.

1 1 20,000 stolen by a six-member gang carly this morning. The attack
| ‘virsinh Raghuvanshi, was present at the Elioka Parkffie. -~ '
_””‘_;énddodnnentsla'ysmtterédontbem;acompufexand :
' _:'flnh'smqhhlbdgedwhhjhepoﬁoe,Raghwmhmidheopgwd
1 the door aftefithe bell rang; two men forced their way in, followed by |
| fmtoﬂlers..Onehadakmfemdanotherarevolqucwaspushed
{ hour incident, the men reportedly told Raghuvirsinh that the NBA
( shohl_dleéveGujatathnmediately“orclsemeywﬂlnot'haitatem
1 Kkilling”. They theri upset the files and other office fixtures and took cash

¢ 1 from the cupboard before making off in a Tata Sumo.

| = The complaint is being investigated by PSI A B Patil, who was not
available forcomment. e

{ - Oza, however, expressed doubts over whether anything would come

: the judicial probe into an attack that had occurred i 1994, despite docu- .




|
i

flztzcaliy motivated: NBA

~‘Bachao Andola;n {NBA) has

termed Thursday’s attack on its
office here as ‘politically motivat-
ed’.and has pointed fingers at both
the BJP and the Congress.

The NBA on Friday stated that it

-has no faith in police inquiry and.

that it strongly suspected Thurs-
day’s attack was pre-planned and
executed in a; fa&lnon similar to
.previous attacks.

Even after36 hours of the anack
on the NBA office in Ellora Park,

- the police are yet to arrest any of

the six miscreants- mentioned in the
first information report with the
Gorwa police’ station. “We'have
instituted an mm into the case.
. However, till iow;
across strongs nce about the
assailants”, saidideputy commis-
sioner of pohcq(Nath)I N Patel.
Howegver, ammlmoiﬁmal
mdmg . the s police
. doubts about \entici
the report filed by
Raghuveer 3

haven tcome '

ing anonymity ofﬁcnals said that
they felt the report could have
been fabricated.

NBA activist Nandini Oza, when
approached, said : “It is not the first
time the NBA has been attacked.
In 1994 our office was ransacked

B by the BJP and Congress men. This

attack is similar to that one. Ran-
sacking, threatening us to leave
Gujarat”.

The NBA’s shmp reaction comes
in wake of a unanimous condem-
nation of the incident by 14 non-
government organisations (NGOs)
active in the city. ”Ihursday siaftack
on NBA office by six men, two

armed with a knife and revolver,

and mild assault of Raghuveer
Raghvansinh, an NBA worker, was
criticised at two pubhc forums on
‘Friday. ¢

“Than we had documentary as
well as video evidence against the

ransackers like Nalin Bhatt. There
was a judicial inquiry: too,hm no
action was taken. In the . present
/incident ‘too the police: and.ihe.
state. government will be passive”,

Ms Oza said. She said that since .
last two months the NBA had been !
receiving threatening phone calls
and had kept the police informed.
“We had lodged a police complaint
when the first threatening call was
received on October 16. The police
came to check with us on October |
21 but after that nothing”, Ms Oza

* said.

Another NBA activist who nor-
mally accompanies Raghuveer at |
the Ellora Park office, M K Suku-
mar also said that despite updating
the police on regular threatening
calls no action has been initiated.

- “We kept them informed. There
"' was a threat to us but the police

didn’t take it seriously. They never
do when it is NBA”, Mr Sukumar |
.saide The NBA also cited the inci-

‘derit ‘of Swami {Sacchinananda

" publicly talking and imploring
ssfate authonty to kill NBA work- |
€18 in ‘encounters’, and ‘immolate’

Medha Patkar. “Even than the

= police didn’t do ‘apything We have |

stopped expecting. anytgnng from

;the«po"lwe” Ms Oza said

1
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