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A Committee to support the

AOADLIMIIS] MANM)o alNewrn).

agitation against Grasim Indu-
stries was formed in Wayand
district.
The committee meeting reso-

ived that Grasim factory mana-
gemeht has been posing a chall-

to the people of the State,
ming their resources at

Wery low cost and causing ;

Héath and disease in the Chali-
var basin.

district-level agitation
ommittee: was formed at the
eeting with V 'Philipose as
airman and N Badusha as

™
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Express News SERVICE

Kozhikode, Feb 11: Wayanad
Prakruthi Samraskhana Sami-
thiactivists .

stries at Mavoor.
Samithi activists led by wri-

ter Dr Punathil Kunhabdullah,
T K Ibrahim, K Narayanan
and Baby Vadakkel joined the
relay fast in front of the comp-
any under the aegis of the Cha-
liyar Agitation Council.

'In a press statement here

Grasim's raw material extract-

. joined the agit- .

ation against the Grasim Indu- rty

today, the Samithi alleged that .

ion from the forests of Waya- into dry areas, were planted to

nad had caused rreparable
ecological damage. It has led to
alteration of the climate of
Wayanad apart from pushing sts of Wayanad led to raids by
lakhs of tribal people into pove-

Forest destruction for raw
materials by Grasim with sup- nad, people and farms in 22 CG

port of the government has
caused destruction of the
major habitat of Asiatic eleph-
ants. Since 1963 Grasim has
been destroying the natural
forests of Wayanad and in
their place eucalyptus, used
for converting marshy land in West, Kodiyathur organised a

Australia and.other countries

Se em

1

OEcane

''Grasim causes ecological
'damage in Wayanad'

THENEW INDIAN

al
th
p
O:

pt

provide raw materials to Gra-
sim..

wild elephants on various

were now affected by wild life io
attacks and: water shortage. Or

This,situation is the direct res- us

ult ot forest destruction caused ci
by Grasim, the Samithi ur

alleged. wi
Meanwhile, Samgamam gr

cartoon exhibition to protest Sv
at

St

pollution caused by Grasim.
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WEDNESDAY,
AUGUST 4, 1999-

Stic national flags the forth

and these are on disp

had generated lakhs of tons of

Plea to banplastic nationalfl
nad Prakruthi Samrakshana
Samithi today urged the State
Government to issue immedi
ate order to ban the use of

coming Independence Day cel
ebrations
In a memorandum to the

Chief Minister, the Kerala
State Pollution Control Board
Secretary and others, the Sam1
thi leader P U Joy said lakhs of
tons of plastic national flags
are already dumped in the

nay shops near schools
Teachers gather money from

school students and buy hund
reds of these materials for a
Independence Day celebrati
ons lasting only for few minu
tes Tons of toxic plastic waste
m the form of national flags
and other na

ronment soon aft
endence Day programme
The damage these toxic plas

tic flags cause to the environm
ent 1s unimaginable as it even
affect future generations beca
use of the non biodegradable
nature of plastic used for these
items
The celebrations of the gol

den jubilee of Independence

Lots of plastic national flags on display m

Independence Day: NIE

to the control on the use ofpla
stic decorative materials for
election campaigns by the Ele
ction Commission on the basis
of petition by the World Wide
Fund for Nature
The Samuthi urged the Chief

national festivals have been
converted into toxic waste gen
erating festivals This tende
ncy should be curbed mmedia
tely as plastic waste has bec

pX1c plastic waste which was
thrown into the environment
During the last few years, the omea real menace

Independence Day and other The memorandum referred

Minister and the Pollution Con,

trol Board to issue orders ban

ning the use of plastic national
flags and other national symb
ols during Independence Day
celebrations from this year
onwards e ENS

WR +. Lo an

LATE
ST, SP

Plea to ban use of plastic

though intended to indicate patn
otism, use of national flags made
of plastic were actually an unpa
totic act
This was because plastic ob

jects were bio non degradable
and would never become part of
soil Instead theywould cause un
told damage to both men and soil
in the long run

Sounding a note of caution
against use of plastic objects, the

Ltr MOC

+

KOZHIKODE, AUG 12 The Wayanad
Prakriti Samrakshana Samithi
(Committee for Protection of Na
ture) has appealed to educational
mstitutions to give up the practice

for celebrating Independence
~ Day on August 15

The appeal comes at a time
when teachers are collecting
money from students to buy plas
tic flags for Independence Day

Mr P U Joy, secretary of Prak
rithi Samrakshana Samuthi, said

Sram

committee pointed out that the
number of animals dying after

eating plastic covers was rising



Amnesty backs
SSP protesters
WASHINGTON Amnesty Inter-
national has included the treat-
ment meted out to the protesters
of the Narmada project among the
ten "urgent" cases of human nghts
violation
"Peaccful demonstrators against

he Narmada dam project are
arrested, beaten and intumidated
by the police," it charged in a
report, Ten Urgent Cases of
Human RightsAbuses, brought out
jointly with the Sierra Club, a
prominent US environmental
organisation
Calling on the Indian government

to "protect the human nghts of
protesting villagers and activists and
uphold constitutional guarantees for
freedom of association and speech",
the two organisations asked it to
"respect the rights to freedom of
expression and association of those
affected and the dam construction
workers, and ensure that their avil
and political nghts are not violated
and they are not detained and sub-
jected to cruel, inhuman and
degrading treatment" (P71

NBA office attacked:
VADODARA;*Sixunidentified:
men ransacked the Narmada

or else face

wee' hours of
the office .

and

the wee hours of
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The NBAoffice fobated atElloraPekhet
wan

ensarkoddung thedeyhours ofThursday. Newsline Photo by Cherian Thomas

v an

4

ransacked
ofNEWS. SERVICE

9

4

tookpiace between 2 a.m. and3 a.m.when onlyone activist,Raghu-
20,000stolenbya six-member gang.early thismorning. The attack

ghuvanshi,waspresentat theFiligkeParkoffices.
'TheNBA NandiniOza toldExpress Newsine that theorganisation

hasteenreceiving calssmceOctober

4 the door sifterthebell rang; twomen forced theirway m, followed by
four others.One had a knife andanother a revolver He was pushed
against thewall, sat upon andwarmed againstmoving. Duning the half-

j hour madent, themen reportedly told that the NBA
should leave Gujarat immediately "or else they will not hesitate in

killmg".They ther upset the filesandotheroffice fixtures and tookcash
from thecupboaidbeforemakingoffmn a 'Tata Sumo

The complaint 1s beingvestigated by PSIAB Patil,whowas not

Oza,however, expresseddoubtsoverwhetheranythingwould come

to thePoliceCommissoner
When thisreporter visited theoffice dunng the day, files,magazines,

anddoearmentsayscatterédon the flqpr; a
itsatcessoneshadbeen tumedupsidedown.

inhiscomphaint Indgedwith the pohce, heopened

availabe forcomment.

Qutofthevestigation.
Hercolleague Sukumarpointedout thatnothiaghad

the juchesalprohe intoan attack that hadoccurred ih 1994,despitedocu
4 mentary evidenceof former « Nalin Bhatt, former

MayorDr and Yogesh Alnikarattacking theof-
hire he hy theNefhi Forum,
dar Union and Alliance of People's Movemnts, whowill,

and Manga ,



Bachao Andolan {NBA) has
termed Thursday's attack on its
office here as 'politically motyvat-
ed' and has pointed fingers at both
the BJP and the
TheNBA onPhiday stated that

-has no faith poltce inquiry and
that it strongly suspected Thurs-
day's attack was pre-planned and
executed in a fashion simular to
previous attacks. :

Even after36 hours ofthe attack
on the NBA office in Ellora Park,
the police are yet to arrest any of
the sixmiscreantsmentioned the
first information report with the
Gorwa polite station "We have
instituted an inquiry into the case
However,
across strong¢é about the » 'Friday *

assailants", saidsdeputy commis-
sioner of police (North). N Patel

the report filed.by.NBA activist
Raghuyanshi Request-

haven't come

they felt the report could have
been fabricated
NBA activist Nandini Oza,when

approached, said "It 1s not the first
time the NBA has been attacked
In.1994 our office was ransacked
by the BJP and Congressmen This
attack 1s similar to that one Ran-
sacking, threatening us to leave
Gujarat"
TheNBA's sharp reaction comes

m wake of a unanimous condem-
nation of the incident by 14 non-
government organisations (NGOs)
active m the city Thursday'stattack
on NBA office by six men, two
armed with a knife and revolver,
and mild assault of Raghuveer
Raghvansinh, anNBAworker,was
criticised at two public forums on

"Than we had documentary as.
well,as video evidence against theoffical ransackers likeNalin Bhatt. There
was a judicial inquiry-toobut no

jApadent tog the police and.the
state government will be passrve",

dent 'of Swami

last twomonths theNBA had been
receiving threatening phone calls
and had kept the police informed
"We had lodged a police complamt
when the first threatenmg call was
received on October 16 The police
came to check with us on October
21 but after that nothing",Ms Oza
said
Another NBA activist who nor

mally accompames Raghuveer it
the Ellora Park office, M K Suku
mar also said that despite updating
the police on regular threatening
calls no action has been initiated
"We kept them informed There
was a threat to us but the police
didn't take it senously They never
do when it 1s NBA", Mr Sukumar
SaideThe NBA cited the mc-

cchimananda
publicly talking and umploring
2State authority to kill NBA work-
ers in 'encounters' and 'immolate'
Medha Patkar "Even than the

Ho

» police didn't do anything,We have
doubts about tucaty of -action was taken. In thepresent

stopped expecting an ig. from
the police",Ms Oza sand.

+ tf
ti

Bhatt, TulsiBoda and:Dr JS , . sionaries and

EVER Lorgaaisations have

urgedatheGovernment' ta} pomrhonman'
is a cause forconcer for the > actof

alleged. that "The signatorieswonder if"thts'thé Nar { theattackavath manifestation of vipthereakarsewa"
naada: (NBA)of-. 'fascists attacking those having fidif- -*

"gion against the.accused has.also
beendemanded. es

People's Movements, ndian

ferentidéolon,.Rohit Prafapatiand
AnandMazgaokar described the.'
'attack as a violation of Human

evéofHumanRights

WestemGhatsMovementandsev-' - CommunalismCombat.
eral in a state-

. phere created in the State by the NBAs office and made awaywith
Rs20,000. pk
_
Many "Organisations and ac-

dialogie*with NBA
witlt facts and figutes,vientways
werebeing adopted.

"Forcefully entering the office

, revolver, injuring an activist and
burnin§valuable no
way to deal with a non-violent

¥

Centre

Bharwada from
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