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Unsafe Sanctuary for Mh and Beast

Thiruvananthapuram: The crystal-clear
waters of the reservoir at the nearby Ney-
yar wildlife sanctuary were a beacon to
tourists who wanted to get away from it all.
They probably don’t know how close they
really came to doing that. The crocodiles in-
troduced to the reservoir in 1983—when
the sanctuary’s crocodile farm became
overcrowded—have been coming to the
surface rather too frequently. Sukumaran
Nadar, 68, was killed by a mugger crocodile
in August, and P. Rajamma, 52, met with
the same fate in January this year. The §-sq
km reservoir is the only source of water for

the more than 5,000 people living on its
banks, and more than 30 of them have lost
their limbs in crocodile attacks. While
hunting crocodiles or destroying their eggs
still remains punishable under the Indian
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, the state
Government has decided to offer a reward
of Rs 4,000 to anyone who captures a croc-
odile and returns it to the farm. Experts say
selective culling is the only solution, but for
that the law will have to be amended. Per-
haps what's needed is a real-life Crocodile
Dundee in Kerala.

—M.G. Radhakrishnan
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Smita Thackeray, presi-
dent of Indian Motion
Pictures Producers’
Association, the oldest
representative body of
the film industry in
Bl India. She
is Bal
Thack-
eray's
daughter-
in-law.

BROKEN

After 37 years,
Gurbachan Singh
Randhawa'’s national
record in the 110-m
hurdles, by Gurpreet
Singh. The Northern
Railways ticket collector
clocked 14.07 seconds,
beating Randhawa'’s
14.09 second record set
at the 1964 Olympics.

RO SSED

Masudur Rahman
Baidya from Kolkata,
the Straits of Gibraltar.
Both his legs are
amputated at the knee.
He is the first person
with such a disability to

' OBITUARY

iswanathan Anand was her favourite player,
Vand on September 2 5, Dasari Minu would
meet him at the All India rinE Rating Chess Tour-
nament to be held in Puri. But it was not to be.
Even before she and 10 other players reached
Puri, the Tata Sumo they were travelling in col-
lided with a bus near Sakhigopal, 40 km from
Bhubaneswar. Minu was among the five chess
players who died on the spot. The others were
Mekhala Abhinav, Maturi Hemamadhuri,
Haricharan and Kasipeta Sekhar, all young
achievers who had big dreams to fulfil. Minu, a
Class VII student from Ongole, won the under-10
Asian Championship held at Bikaner last year.
She was scheduled to play at the World Youth
Championship in Spain next month.

Abhinav, 11, from Nalgonda district, won the
Asian boys under-10 title in Iran last year. The
children were regarded as successors to the most
outstanding player from the state, the youngest
Indian Grandmaster ever, P. Harikrishna. After
the tragedy, the tournament was cancelled.

complete the feat.
Baidya has also crossed
the English Channel.

ABSCONDING

SHAHID BADRA,
Students’ Islamic Move-
ment of India chief,
after a non-bailable
warrant was issued
against him and three
other sivi1 activists for

" DASARI MINU
and MEKHALA ABHINAV

is known to lionise
Osama bin Laden.

MANEESH AGNIHOTRI
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& Persian Gulf

Iran: Among the playersinthe |

current “Great Game” afoot in
Afghanistan, Iran has a crucial
role to play. The country has a

Which Way Will Bangladesh Go?

THESE PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS MAY DECIDE WHETHER
THE COUNTRY BECOMES MORE HARDLINE ISLAMIC

SAIBAL DAS

The outcome of the general elec-
tions in Bangladesh on October 1
has one certainty: the next prime
minister is either Sheikh Hasina

long border with its
troubled eastern
neighbour, and is
home to 20 lakh
Afghan refugees. It
has long been a key
supporter of the

anti-Taliban forces,

particularly the
Hizb-i-Wahadat,

the Shia militia led !

by Karim Khalili.
Hostilities between
Iran and the Taliban

had nearly led to |
i national arena. The massive
The US, called the Great

war in 1998.

Satan by Ayatollah Khomeini,
. has been trying to enlist Iran’s
support in the current fight,

but without much success.
British Foreign Secretary Jack

. Straw visited Teheran, fol- |

lowed by EU representatives.
Their efforts were met with
Ayatollah Ali Khameini refus-
ing any help and asking the
US, “How dare you, who have
caused blows to lran’s inter-
est, request our helpin attack-
ing the innocent Muslim
nation of Afghanistan?” There
are moderates in Iran who

. would like to see the country

rehabilitated in the inter-
Caspian oil reserves are a fac-
tor for both Iran and the West.
However overt rapproach-

ment is ruled out.

! continue.

In 1997, agroup called the
6+2 was formed at the United
Nations under the UN secre-
tary general to seek a solution
to the Afghan conflict. The “6”
are the countries that border
Afghanistan. The US and
Russia are the other “2”. That
leaves out some interested
parties, including India. On the
diplomatic front this kind of
formula may be most palat-
able for Iran. Covert supportto
the Shia militias will probably
Apart from the
refugee problem, Iran has
many strategic and economic
reasons for wanting a friendly
regime in Afghanistan.

—Samrat Choudhury

dividends. Khaleda leads an opposi-
tion more united than ever before,
with her BNP, which has its own
middle-class following, joining up

Many critical projects
should see progress

u The flight control system for the
light combat aircraft, which was
impounded while under develop-
ment by brRoo and Lockheed
Martin, may be returned.

. DEFENCE
After Sanctions

Wajed (Awami League) or Khaleda
Zia of the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP). Both have tasted
power, Khaleda between 1991 and
1996 and Hasina after that.
Regarded since its birth in 1971
as an international basket case,
Bangladesh began clawing its way
back from abject poverty under
Hasina's rule, recording almost 6
per cent annual growth and
putting a brake on inflation. It is
doubtful, however, if these achieve-
ments will bring her any electoral

with all shades of pro-Islamist
parties and groups. Khaleda is the
front-runner, with Hasina having
shown the first symptom of failing
nerves by calling the caretaker gov-
ernment names. The election this
week may determine if Bangladesh
is prepared to adopt an Islamic
character. It will depend on
whether Khaleda becomes prime
minister and how much bargaining
power she retains in Parliament
vis-a-vis her fundamentalist coali-
tion partners. —Sumit Mitra

a The engines for India’s
advanced light helicopter may be
made available from US firms.

= Weapon-locating radars, used
to locate enemy artillery guns,
may be sold to India.

u Crucial spares for Sea King
helicopters and Sea Harrier jets
become available. ~ —Shishir Gupta
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