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[ The magic figure of 40 thousand cusecs of water conjured up by the experts as the minimum average
year-long increase in Bhagirathi-Hooghly water-flow as a resu t of Farakka barrage cannot save
Calcutta port. If can only bring silt from Nadia and Murshidabad to Calcutta and beyond, thus
accelerating the pace of choke-down of the port, apart from eroding relations with Bangladesh.
Construction of a barrage on a wide, meandering riverisitselfa grave blunder-the changing shallows ©

choke sluice gates unexpectedly, while deeps bring forward the danger of erosion of the barrage founda-
tions and barrage collapse. ]
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Sumachar's theses are examined under the following heads:
economics, the orientation of twentieth-century industry, the costs of technology import by third
countries like India, leading up to his main proposition:
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Appropriate, intermediate & people's
technology can help developed countries to overcome the three-fold crisis of energy shortage, polluticn
of the environment and ecological imbalance, and suffocatingly inhuman relations. Developing countries
will be able to bypass this type of development while meeting their essential requisites of employment
generation and fulfilment of basic needs.

Whether contemporary crisis derives mainly from faulty scales of technology and appropriateness of
scale can solve the crisis, how appropriate technology can be implanted on a social scale, from where
will spring the new social values concomitant with the desired alteration in scale of technology, these
are essential questions thrown up by the seminal work of Sumachar. ]
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[ The events leadiug to the leak of radioactive heavy water in Tatapur Nuclear Power Plant are briefly

recounted and the utter negligence and antipeople attitude of the p ant anthorit'es and the Goverument,

as manifested in the course of events leading to and following the catastrophe, underline

has been drawn to the ominous future portended

Attention

by this and it other event. in neuclear and

biological warfare plants at other places in the world.
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[ The position is put forward that the guiding principles behind a change of syllabus should be to enable
the student to understand the subject from a unified point of view and to equip him with an understan-
ding of fundamental principles and current developments without encumbering him with masses of
uncorrelated facts. The recent changes introdused in Chemistry Honours syllabus at the degree level
are examined with reference to these criteria. Inconsistencies in the syllabus are pointed out. It has
been shown that in spite of the declared objective of modernisation the modified syllabus is heavily
burdened with traditional concepts and approaches.
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