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(his comprises two genera Argusianus and Polyplectron. 
In the first is the Argus Pheasint, whith doesn’t con- 
cern us.’ In the latter are the Poacock- Pheasants, 0:10 
of which occars in oar area. 

[28] The Bhutan Peacock-Pheasant 

Potlyplectron bicalcaratum bakeri Lowe 

The type locality of this bird is the Bhutan Duars 
and the only specimen we have seen eime from there, 

The male has a short hair-like crest. The whole 

plumage is grizzled greyisb-brown, grey predominating, 
the grizzling produced by numberless smill white spots; 
these unite and form bars, more or less indefinite, from the 
lower back to the upper tail coverts, also on the lower 

plumage, the bars being more definite on the breast 
and abdomen. ‘The upper back, scipulars, inner second- 
aries and nearly all the wing-coverts are tipped with 
roundel iridescent ocelli or eyes of vio'et, shading to 
dark greea, surrounded with a brownish-black band and 
a broader outer rim of white. ‘he ocalli on the tail 

are oval and much louger and greener in colour and 
are in pairs, one in the sentre of each web. 

In the cock the length is up to 26 inches with 
a tail up to 16 inches; weight up to 2 lbs. 

( 83 ) We now come to the second Subfam ily Argusianinae. } / 4 { 
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Bill upper mardible and tip of lower black, rest 
yellowisk-fleshy; iris white; facial skin yellowish-fleshy; 
legs slaty to leaden-blach. 

The number of spurs on each leg varies and there 
is not always the same number on both. Beebe worked 

2 + 1=20 per cent. 1 + 1=5 per cent, 3 + 2=5 per cent.’

The hen is a smaller bird, about two thirds the size 
of the cock and with a tail about half as long. She 
is ‘similar to the male but duller with the ocelli less 

brilliant, the rings of black and white being replaced 
by broken bars; the ocelli on the shorter tail-feathers 
are obsolete; the pale buff or white on the throat is 
more extensive; the crest more developed and more 
feathery. Very old females are sometimes almost indis- 
tinguishable from males except for their shorter tails 
(Stuart Baker. 

“Iris brown,, grey-brown, or grey; bare ‘skin dull 
fleshy;. legs and feet paler” (Stuart Baker). Weight 
about 14 oms. ~ 

The distribution aecording to the Fauna of British 
India is “Sikkim, Bhutan to East Assam, Cachar, Sylhet 
and Manipur. Comilla birds are intermediate, whilst 
Chittagong birds are nearer true Polyplectron bicalcaratum.”
There are specimens in the Britigh Museum obtained 
by Mandelli in the Buxa and Bhutan Duars. Mr. Phillips of the Indian Police sent me a skin obtained 

in March about 4 miles 8. E, of Buxa in the MDuars 

at an elevation of about 2,000 ft. Stuart Baker gives 
this Pheasant as having fee recorded at an elevation 

nor Masgon mentions it, nor have we been able to get 

in these hills. There are however three skins in the 
British Museum labelled ‘Darjeeling’; possibly it isto 
these that Stuart Baker refers. 

It is a bird more of the foothills than hills or 
plains and is commover below 2,000 ft. than above it. 
In Cachar we found it in heavy forest with a good 
deal of, undergrowth and a gtream near at hand, but 
Stuart Baker Bre found it “in bamboo-jungle, in serub 
and grass, in abandoned cultivation, in the bush jungle 
growing on and in the, edges of stieiais and sometimes 
even amongst the tea bushes in tea gardens.” We 
found them rather shy birds and inveterate skulkers 
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beginning of the full frontal display is accompanied 
with several violent shakes of the head, perhaps te 
aid in the full’ erection of the crest, and it may be ia the 

Gourse of one’ of these involuntary jerks the food is 
thaw ees Se = routs. saz 5se0r Simultaneously with 
the jerking of the lead the breass feathers are puffed 
oat and the bird leans forward, displaying every ocellus 
in a way in whieh I hive never sesa correctly de icted. 
Tho wrists are loverel until they practicrlly rest upon 
the ground, the primiiies not spreid, but pointing up- 
ward in the normil direction as in the c'osed wing, 
‘The ‘coverts, secondary and tertiary feithers are spread 
to the utmost, the innermost joiniag across aud conceal- 
ing’ the plain back,'and the outermost touching the ground. 
The tiil and the row of gre:ter coverts are perfectly vertical, 
arid soreid so that they form a comp'ete half-circle, 
fanniig’ odt to within an inch or two of the ground, 
tha ocelli, even’ oi the shorser feithers, showing clearly 
outside those of the secondaries and wing coverts .....“
Baker’. ‘ho display of this Pheasant is very beautiful, 
bash wings being fally expanded with the tril, so that 
the whole looks like a beautifully ocellated fan. 

The chicks follow close behind the hen, who holds 
her tail widely spreid and so forming a screen for them, 

Unlike the Peafowl, these birds are monogamous. 
The food of this Poacock-Pheasant consists of grain 
seeds, laives, insects, worms, small snails, small frogs, etc. 

They breed mostly during April and May; the 
favourites spots “are ravines in forest with very dense 

undergrowth and the thick tangled secondary growth on 
deserted cultivation’ (Stuart Baker). ‘wo is the usual 
number of eggs laid but up to six have been taken. 

In cwptivity Beebe writes:—“It has long beer the custom 
when breeding the Peacock Pheasant in captivity to 
remove the two eggs of the set as soon as they are 
laid, and thus’ to induce the hen, in the course of 
a few weeks, to lay agin............a single hen will 
produce eight to twelve or eve1 fourteen eggs in a 
seaso1.” ‘I'he eggs are broad ovals, the texture close 
and hird and they range in colour from pale creim 
to chocolate baff.- They are covered with small chalky 
pits. A clutch in my collectio. is pinkish-white. Stuart 
Baker gives the uverage size of forty eggs as 46°5 x 
35° 9 mm, 

3eebe writes ‘‘the first record of a grey Peacock 

u US 
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Pheisint was based on a bird living in captivity one 
hundred and seventy years ago, Since then they have 
been kept and bred many times in captivily...... There 
are records of the age of thirty-nine individuals which 
have lived in the London Zoo. The average length of 
life has been four years and a half, while one pheasant 
lived to the good old age of fifteen years." An allied 
species lived in the Calcutta Zoo for more than seven years. 

(Lo be continued) 
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The Crow family of our area, 

By 

C. M. Ineuis, F. 4. 8., F. EB. 8. E. M. B. O. U- 

( Continued from page 54 ) 
The genus Urocissa comprises some very large and 

beautiful Magpies. They are easily recognized by their 
very long blue graduated tails, bluish plumage above and 
red or yellow bills and legs. No author seems to have 
noticed that the tips of the longest tail feathers turn up 
on the outside web. We have notieed this in flavirostias 
and presume it is the same in the other species. ‘Ihe 
tail got flattened out in the skins. ‘iIhey are exelusively 
hill birds; one species has been doubtfully recorded from 
our area, but the other one is commonly seen at the 
higher elevations. 

A. Bill red; white nape pateh large, reaching to end 
of black on hind neek........... ......] he Red-bilied 

Blue Magpie. 
B- Bill yellow; nape pateh small, not reaching to the 

end of the black.....................Jhe Yellow-billed 

Blue Magpie. 

[ 6, The Red-billed Blue Magpie, } 

Urocissa melanocephala oceipitalis (Blyth). 

Field identification:—A large Magpie with very long, 
graduated tail, drooping gracefully. Ihe bill and legs 
are red and the head, neek and breast black, with a 
large white pateh on the neck. ‘!he upper plumage is 
purplish-blue and the lower whitish. It is see in small 
parties in forest above 5,000 ft. and bas an undulating 
flight. 

Deseription:—Length 28 inches; wing 8 inehes and 
tail up to 19 inches. Ileid, neck and breast back: a 

large white pateh from the nape down the back of the 
neck and tips to some of the teathers on the erown 
white. Rest of upper plumage purplish-blue, the wings 
and tail-feathers tipped with white, and the latter, 
except the centrnl feathers, with broad b'aek subtermi- 
nal bands: the upper tail-eoverts are tipped with black 
and the lower piumage whiie tinged with purple, Sexes 
alike. 

[ris red-brown, bill and legs red. 

uate 
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Distribution:—Inside our arca—Baker (F. B. 1. Birds 

end El. p. 42) gives it as found in Sikkim, but we 
do not know on what authority. Oates, when writing 
the 1st edition of these volumes, cou'd find no evidence 

of its occurrence there and neither Meinerizhagen, Stevens 
nor ourselves have found it anywhere in that State. 

Outside our arca—"N. W. Himalayas through Nepal 
to ‘Fibet*= ¢ S&S “Baker 5. 

Habits, ete—'t hey are found in small noisy parties 
in evergreen forest from about 6,000 up to 12.000 feet. 

The flight is s!ow ard undulating. derdon says —* I]t will 
eat raw meat, young or small birds, insects, ard i,deed 

almost any kind of food. It has been suid that they 
will follow a Leopard fora long distance sereeching at 
it from the trees. A good deal of its food is obtained 
on the ground’. 

They breed from April to June, making a nest of 
twigs, lined with roots and placed in tiees at various 
heights from the ground. ‘Ihe eggs, 3 to 6 in number, 
have a ground colour of yellowish or reddish stone colour, 
blotehed and speeckied with various shades of brown and 
with underlying markings of pale sienua ard _ purp'e. 
They average 1:33 by °93 inehes. 

7. The Yellow-billed Blue Magpie. 

Urocissa flavirostris flavirostris ( Blyth ) 
Field identification:—Ihis bird is ashy-b!ue above 

and whitish below. ‘he yellow bill and feet will easily 
distinguish it from the last species; besides it iv the 
only one likely to be seen in our area. ‘hey are often 
seen on the ground as well as on trees and only occur 
above 4,600 feet. 

Deseriplion:—Length about 26 inches, wing 7 2 inches 
and tail up to about 16 inches. J’ead, neck and 
breast Llack with a white pateh on the nape, tinged 
with pale purplish-grey; upper plumage purplish-ashy, 

: the tips of the upper tail-eoverts being blaek; the wings 
ae are tipped with white and the tail purplish-blue tinged 

with ashy; the feathers are broadly tipped with white 
and all, except the long central ones, bave broad black 
bands in front of the shite. ‘ibe lower plumage is 
light lilae-grey suffused with creamy yellow, especially 
on the abdomen and under tail-eoverts. Sexes alike, 

Iris bright yellow; bill wax-yellow; legs orange-yellow 



Distribution —In our area—Stevens found this bird as 

high as Tonglu (10,000 ft) in winter but it ascends 
higher, as both he and ourselves have see. it at Sandak- 
phu (712,000 ft ) in Mireh and April. Meinertzhagen 
o»served it as lov as 4,600 ft, at Singhik, in Sikkim, 
during the winter (Jhis 1927, p. 872). 

Outside owr area ~“Bhutan..... and hills N. of the 

Brahmaputea, probably Eastern Nepal, Chin Hills”
(S Baker). 

Habits, ete —This fine Magpie may often be seen in 

rather noisy parties of 4 to 10, or only in pairs, either 
flying with slow, undulating flight from tree to tree or 
e'se hopping about on the ground with tail well elevated 
whove the ground, Walking up the road from Ghum to 
Senchal some may generally be seen near the roadside, 
in facet they appear to favour certain tracts of forest 
aud in those they may, generally, be found. Vhey are 
mtiily arborexl though not entirely so, nor do they 
only keep to forest bat muy also be seen on the open 
rocky hillside near Sandakphu. They are sometimes 
extraordinarily tame, Stevens ( Journal B. N. H. Soc. Vol. 
XXIX, No. 2, p. 614; mentions some that persistently 
visited his eimp for the crreises of the specimens he 
had skinned “ihey would hop about my tent door 
within one or two paces from my feet, and were very 
voracious, often taking up in their gape three or four 
large pieces of raw fiesh before taking flight’, 

We noticed the same at Rambi in the Darjeeling 
District, where birds came to the kitchen to pick up scraps 
which were thrown out. We have also seen them, oa 
several occisions, hopping across the motor road there. 

They feed on small mammals, the young and eggs 
of birds, insects, frait and berries. ‘Their erll is rather 

like that of the Green Magpie but not so harsh. 
They have lived, in. captivity, in the Caleutta Zoo 

for nearly 3 yeirs 
They mike a large, rough cup-shaped nest of sticks, 

lined with leaves, and placed in the fork of leafy trees. 
The breeding season is probably May, but the only 
record at present is one egg, said to belong to this 
bird, and taken in the Chaumbi Valley on the Tth of 
May, The eggs will probably be found to be similar 
to the Western race (U. favirostris cucullata’. That bird 
lays 38 or 4 eggs, the ground colour of which is 
dingy yellowish or reddish stone-colour, blotched and 
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‘4 In fresh specimens the tips of the long central 
. feathers are creamy-yellow, as are also the tips of the 

other tail-feathers on the under surface; the shafts of 

the tail feathers are the same colour underneath. 

‘« 
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speckled with various shades of brown, sienna and 
purple. They measure about 1:20 by -92 inches, 

Our representative of the genus Cissa ean be easily i 5 P / 

recognized by its greev colour, full crest and much 
shorter til than Urocissa 

8. The Green Magpie 

Cissa chinensis chinensis (Bodd.) 

Field ilentification:—A beautiful, rather stoutly built, 
yellowish-green Magpie with a black band through the 
eye to the nape, and red_ bill, legs and rims to the 
eyelids. It keeps principally to forests below 5,000 ft., 
where its loud, harsh, diseordant ery generally reveals 
its presence, Often seen in the company of Laughing- 
‘Thrushes, ete. 

Description:—Length 15 inches; tail 8 inches. Head 
érest aud neck greenish-yellov with a broad black 
band through each eye, meeting at the nape; upper 
plumige and tail greener, the latter with white tips 
to the feathers, and al!, except the central ones, with 
black bars in front of ‘the white tips. The lower 
plumage is pale yeilowish-green and the wings brown 
on inner and red on outer webs: the innermost feathers 

tipped pale blue and with black bands in front of the 
tips. Sexes alike: 

Iris blood-red; edges to eéyélids watt'ed and red, 
very distinct in life; bill and legs doral-red. 

The plumage of this bird in iil health and when 
skins are at all exposed to light changes. The yellow 
pigment is evanescent and leaves the plumige a ¢ erulean 
blue; the red on the witigs also becomes duller. We 
have been able to keep é.binet specimens for some time 
in their original colour by Wrapping them iu red-co'oured 
papers; one specimen which we have had for nearly 
six years has scarcely changed at all but others, kept 
for a shorter period, have altered in colour.a good deal. 
We are often asked by visitors, who. see a blue bird 
exhibited, why we eall it a green Magpie when it is 
blue. 

Distribution:—In our area—F rom plains level in the 
VDuars up to about 4,500 ft in the Hills. It is resident 
wherever found 



Outside our area:—“Himalayas from Jamna_ Valley 
to the extreme East of Assam, North & South of the 
srahmaputra, Eastern’ Bengal, Burma, Shan States & 

Northern Siam” (S. Baker) 

Habits, ete:-—This beautiful Magpie inhabits, prinet- 
pally, thick, shady forest but is also met with in 
bamboo and deciduous forest. Some, at any rate, are 
very local in their habits. here is one bend on the 

road between the Mangpu Cinchona plantation and 
Sureil where one can nearly always hear, if not see, 
one of these birds. We saw oue in a small pateh of 
trees. in the compound of a tea garden in the WDuars, 
probably a mile or more distant from the forest. ‘This 
is most unusual, Jhey are often found in the company 
of Laughing-‘Thrushes and others birds, in hunting 
parties; often only one Magpie being with the flock, Former- 
ly O’Donel saw these Magpies in quite large flocks but 
not of recent years. We have only uoticed them singly 
or in pairs. 

Their notes are yery harsh; Stevens syllabalizes 
them «as a quickly repeated peep, peep. Although so 
brightly co'oured they are not very notieceab!e in the 
heavy forest but their note generally gives them away. 
In the ‘more opea or deciduous forest they are, of 
course, eisily seen. 

They feed both on trees and on the ground and 
their food consists of insects, especially the larger ones 
such as grasshoppers, mantides, beetles, etc, also lizards, 
young birds, ete. A specimen we had in eaptivity killed 
and ate a fully grown Hoopoe, ‘They become very tame 
in captivity and have lived up to 6 years in the 
Jaleutta Zoo. 

They breed in April and May, making a eup-shaped 
nest of twigs, leaves, grass, ete, lined with roots and 
placed in a clump of bamboos, a bush or sapling. They 
lay from 4 to 6 greenaish-white eggs, freckled all over 
with pale yellowish or greyish-brown. ‘They measure 
about 1:3 by °90 inches. 

We now come to the Tree-pies of the genus Dendrocitta. 
The birds of this genus haye all got short, much euryed, 
black bills and long graduated tails but not as long 
us Urocissa, ‘Jhey are very arboreal. 

A. Tail ashy and black 
a. Crown and hind-neeck sooty-brown: abdomen 

TULOUS...66.45 sere erereee Lhe Bengal Tree-pie. 



b. Crown black; hind neck and abdomen ashy 
roo The Himalayan ‘J ree-pie. 

ie Be ae entirely black.....'I he Black-browed Tree-pie. 
We are not satisfied as to which race of Dendrocitta 

rufa is found in ‘our area Our specimens appear to 
be too light for the Bengal 1 ree-pie and may prove 
to belong to the typical race. More specimens will 
have to he collected hefore this can be decided. 
We provisionally place it as the Bengal ‘lree-pie as, 
according to the distribution of these two races, this is 
the one to which it shou!d belong. 

9. The Bengai Tree-pie, 

Dendrocitta rufa vagabunda (Latham) 
Field identification —A rufous Magpie with dark sooty- 

brown head, neck and breast; greyish-white and biown 
wings and a black tipped grey, graduated tail. Seen in 
pairs and parties in gardens or open country. 7 

Deseripticn —l.ength 18 inches, tail about 10 inches. 
Head, neck and breast dark sooty-brown; remainder of 

plumage ru fous-fulyous, richer on the back. A large 
pateh of silvery-grey on the elosed wing and the tail 
grey, broadly tipped with b!ack. Sexes alike. 

Iris reddish-brown, bill dark slatey horn-colour, 
albescent at base, legs dark brown. 

Distribution. —In our area—Only found in the plains, 
not ascending the hills at all so far as we know, 

Outside our arca:—*Northern India from’ Garhwal 

to Eastern Assam, Behar, U. Provinces, Bengal and 
Manipur.” [8 Baker}. 

Habits, ete —A common bird in the plains, especially 
ueiw villages and in the tea gardens. ‘They go about in 
pairs or small parties, hunting the trees for insects, 
fruit, birds’ eggs, ete. They come readily into verandahs 
in their search for food, hanging on to the bamboos 
with their claws, exploring any holes in beams for 
Carpenter bees ( Xylocops spp. ), ete. Some of their food 
such as mice, snakes, ete., they obtain on the ground 
but most of it is. found on. trees. Mason [Food of Birds 
in India, Memoirs Dept. Agricult. in India, Ent. Series, 
Vol. Ill, Jany- 1912] mentions a case of a Tree-pie 

entering a room to get at a lizard which it had geen 
through a window. After finding it could not get at 
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it throagh the glass, it entered by the door, captured 
the lizird and took it outside where it ate At is te 

a large extent, a vegetable feeder, taking both wild and 
cultivated fruit; it is also a ruthiess destroyer of birds’

eggs. We have seer it tip out eggs whieh it could not 
get at otherwise and then descend to the ground and 
sup up the yo'k amoagst the broken shell. It also eats 
young birds. We have often seen it being chased by 
Doves, Orioles, etc. when too near the proximity of their 

nests, 
It has quite a large repertotre of notes, some pleasant 

and others certainly far from melodious; the most usual 
one heird is Kokli, Kokli. Apparently they don’t bear 
eiptivity well, as none lived for more than a year and 
1 half inthe Galeutta Zoo. This ig rather extraordinary, 
as they are common in a wild state there and the 
Yellow-billed Blue Magpie, a bird of a cool c‘imate, lived 
in the Zoo for three years. 

In the Duars they breed im May and June. The 
nest is made of twigs, roots, ete interwoven aud lined 
with: roots, etc, and commonly placed ina fork on the 
shade trees: in the teri, on trees near villages or in 
bungalow compounds, They lay 38 to 5 eggs of two 
types, one palish green blotched and spotted with grey- 
brown, the other pale reddisii-white or salmon with 
blotehes of reddish and dark brown and underlying ones 
of lilac and neutral tint, They measure about 117 by 
‘87 inches. ' 

10, The Himalayan Tree-pie. 

Dendrocitts formosae himalayensis (Blyth) 

[ With a coloured plate ] 
Field identification.—A greyish looking Tree-pie when 

seen flying or in the forest, with a brown throat and 
small. patch of chestnut covering the root of the tail. 
It is slightly smaller than the Bengal ‘lree-pie and 
larger than the next species, Generally found in thick -or 
thin forest, se\dom straying from them. They are noisy 
birds: and usually keep to, trees. Found from the plains 
up to 7,000 ft. 

Description.—Length 16 inches, tail 9 inches, 
Forehead in front of and, just above. eye black, crown 

*. 
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of head and upper back ashy; the rest of ithe back is 
brownish-buff with the ramp and upper tail-coverts light 
ashy. The sides of the head, chin and throat sooty-brown 
fading into ashy on the rest. of -the lower plumage; 
under tail-coverts chestnut, The wings are black with 
a small white pateh formed by the bases of most of 
the pinions. sexes alike. 

[ris reddish-brown, bill and legs black. 
Disiribution-—In our area—Found well into the plains, 

O’Donel having seen-it at Chilapsta, in the Duars, some 
20 miles from the hills. It ascends up to quite 7,000 ft. 
being common in and around Darjeeling. We have observed 
it right in the station at the foot of Observatory [Iill. 

Outside our area.—lhroughout the Himalayas from 
Sutle] Valley, through Assam and throughout the Burmese 
hills as far as, but not including, Tenagserim” [S. Baker]. 

Habits, ete.—Seen in pairs or small parties kes ping 
mostly to either heavy or thin forest areas. Occasionally 
they wander from these and have been seen in the 
compound of a tea garden bungalow. They are noisy 
birds and have the same undulating flight of other 
Magpies. Usually they keep to trees but sometimes 
descend to the ground. Jerdon saw one eating grain 
there. Their food consists of fruit, insects, birds’ eggs 
and probably young birds as well, 

They thrive well in captivity; a bird was still living 
in the Galeutta Zoo after 6 years. They were found to 
remain shy and untameable even after years of captivity. 

They breed from April to June all over their ares. 
O’Done! found the nest, in the Duars, in May, on a 
tree on the outskirts of the forest, The nest is similar 

to that of the Bengal Iree-pie and placed in trees and 
bushes, sometimes quite lov down. The eggs, usually 3 
or 4 in number but sometimes 5, have a ground colour 

sometimes pale. stone or pale cream or else pale reddish; 
the blotches are reddish and deep brown, pale sienna and 
grey-brown. ‘They are more richly coloured than the eggs 
of the last species and measure about 1:14 by -85 inches. 

11. The Black-browed Tree-pie, 

Dendrocitta frontalis (MeClell.) 

Field identification.—A rare bird, smaller than the 
other Tree-pies, with a tail long in proportion and easily 
distinguished from the Himilayan Tree-pie by the very 
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strong contrast between the deep black of the neck and 
ashy-grey of the breast, also by the greater amount of 
cheztuut on the lower plumage instesd of the small 
patch covering the base of the tail of the previous bird. 
[t is a bird of heavy forest and seen in small parties. 
With ug it is not likely to be found below 8,000 ft. 

Description.-—Length 15 inches, tail up to 10 inches, 
‘The fore part of the head straight down to the fore-neck, 
wings, except most of the coverts, which are grey, and 
tail black; nape, neck, upper back, sides of neck, breast 
and upper abdomen light grey; the rest of the upper and 
lower plumage chestnut, Sexes alike. 

Iris red-brown; bill and legs black. 
Distribution:—In our area—Jerdon says he found it near 
Darjeeling between 3,000 and 5,000 ft. and also gives it 
from Sikkim. Stevens never came across it and it is 

doubtful if the extensive area given by Jerdon is correct. 
The only local specimens we have seen are a mounted 
male in the Darjeelizg Museum, which was collected at 
Lopehu at about 4,300 ft elevation on the 4th March 
1902 and one collected by Shaw near Sureil [5,200 ft.] 
on the 18th November 1921. 

Outside our area:—“ilimalayas from Eastern Nepal to 
the extreme Kast and South of Assam into the higher 
hills of Manipur, but apparently 
Chin Hills’. £8. Laker} 

Halits, ete: —It is essentially a bird of heavy evergreen 
forest, though it affeets the more open giades on the ont- 
skirts of these, It goes ubout in small parties of half-a- 
dozen or so, and has very musical notes, rather 

yet eusity distinguishab'e from, the eall 6f its plains’
cousii:s, Like these birds also it has very discordant 
notes, though it is not nearly as noisy a bird. It does 
not seem to be » reguiar egg and young-bird thief, but 
doubtless despises neither if fate throws them in its way. 
It eats fruits, seeds and insects but chiefly the last. 
It is common between 4,000 and 7,900 feet and de 
in the winter still lower, comin 

not into Lushai or 

like, 

scends 
g into the plains themselves 

in Kastern Assam but not elsewhere” [ S. Baker F. B. I. 
2nd ed., Vol. 1, p. &6.], ‘Ihese remarks, at any rate as to 
it being a common bird, eannot refer to our aren. A specimen lived, in the Caleutta Zoo. of foar years, The nest is like that of ¢] neater ind more compact. Stua 

for u pwards 

i@ Himalayan ‘lree-pie but 
art Baker says they often build 

ot 
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pens ad ~~ 

on 2 

ow down, sometimes even in high weeds aad small 
] ' ' e . 

UUSUES. Lie 71VeS the breeding season as trom the end of April into July, The eges are similar to, but handsomer 

ind more profusely marked than, those of the previous 
species. They measure about 1:05:70 inches. 

(Zo be continued 
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A Hawk and a Houbara, 

By Hugh Whistler, F. Z. §, 

The members of the Darjeeling Natural History 
terms of bears and 

their 
e o 

i’

Society are so accustomed to think in 
tigers, trackless jungles and steep hillsides, when 
‘nterest in Natural History is leavened with a litt 
sport, that a member from the other side of India 
a little diffident about intruding his own experiences. 
But change is the source of appetite; and this, reinforced 
by the insatiable demands of our editor for copy, is my 
excuse for the following rough account of a day's hawk- 

ing in 1916. 
On the 21st February of that year I was on tour 

in the sub-division of Sirsa, close to Hissar in the 
Punjab, « locality well-known to all students of Ifume’s 
writings, Our camp was pitched between the villages 
of Odban and Sahuwali and, as so often happens when 
the district is a good sporting one, the Deputy Com- 
missioner and the Civil Vet. had contrived to arrange 

some work in the same neighbourhood. Now ljissar 
district, and especially its Sirga sub division, varies in 
popularity according to personal tastes. ‘i hose w hose 

civilisation in general and the airs and graces of hill 
stations in particular, will tell you, with some justice 
be it admitted, that Hissar is a desert whose sandy floor 
is rowsted with appalling suns and perpetually stirred 
with innumerable dust storms. But others remember 

the “Lakhi Dar’—that great herd of black buck that 
feed anceasingly on the plains of the Government Bir, 
the Qhinkara that canter amongst the sand-dunes, the 
Sandgrouse and Bustard and the innumerable other 
objects for the gun and the diary. My predecessor clung 
to his post in Hissar for 12 years and then was only 
removed with difficulty. 

Amongst its other attractions Ilissar is one of the 
finest localities in the world for Faleconers. The wide 
level plains with an abundance of game and a sparse ® 

desert flora provide ideal conditions for the sport of 
kings. I was a Falconer before I reached Hissar but 
there my enthusiasm reached such a pitch that it infected 
my friend the Vet. and also the city ‘Thanadar and they 
both in due course started their own mews and Fateon- 

ers. Out of a variety of quarry for our Faleous the 
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finest was the floubira Bustard, and this form of hawk- 

ing gave us the best sport, combining the thrill of 
roasing gilloos with the interest and the science of diffi- 
C Grviniug, 

torzes the official duties which served ss the 

excuse for the Vets presenca at our camp. The rei! 

reason lay in the fact that he had just purchased a 
xy Peregrine Falcon—a chuz Bheyri in 

the language of the Punjibi [Falconer—which he was 
VOry niga youns 

auuxious to brevk in to Houbara if possible before the 
seison ended. Close to our camp was a_ pateh 
of sind-dunes between some mi'és of eultivation and 

level desert, and Bustard were reported to be present 
in surroundings that thus afforded them iderl conditions 

> 

of fool and freedom from disturbance So early in the 
morning in question we started out with eager anticipa- 
tlons 

\Ve formed a motley and somewhat medieval caval- 
cade. In addition to the Deputy Commissioner, the Vet. 
and myself on horseback, we had the usual following 
of mounted otficials, some in semi-European dress, the 
majority in the flowing robes and turbans of no particular 
date, The ‘Thanadar was in full uniform on his overfed 

and under-exeicised official charger. Some of the Zail- 
dars had decent country ponies but others were as 
usual deplorably mounted, from an English standard, 
whilst on foot trudged the two head Falconers, Elahi 
Bukbhsh and Umar Khan, each with a Peregrine on 
their right wrist. ‘he former cirried the young Falcon 
whose jnitiation was the chief object of the day's sport, 
i satellite carried the cadge on which were tied several 
other Falcons all hooded, for we were prepared, if 
Bustard could not be found, to kill a few Partridges or 
other quarry. 

We were not long in doubt whether the sand-dunes 
held Houbara as reported, As soon as we reached them 
and sorted ourgelves and our following into an irregular 
line with a faleoner in each half, two or three Houbara 
got up very wild and settled again further on, while the 
three-toed foot prints could be seen everywhere on the fine 
slopes of sand. With every nerve on the qui-vive we 
slowly advanced across the sandhills. Orders had already 
been given that Elahi Bukhsh’s Falcon was to take pre- 
cedence and that no other bird was to be slipped before 
she had had her chance. 





> } Linh 7 : : } ae | Hoon rds were already a Long Way wueud it Lie 
=] . 

erowlng more and more difficult to see against the sxy, 
3 

L had just lost sight of them when luckily the Houbara 
turned left handed, closely followed by the Faleon, and 
t eanght sight of them both again, high up in the 
ir. In the distance birds are far more conspicuous 

an from the rear, so shouting and 
vaving an arm [ turned left handed myself and galloped 
it] ight, trusting to luck that there were D5 o 

no rat hoes under the srops through which I[ was 
riding. ‘Ihe o'd horse went magnificently and from 

light. from the moment 
of the turn the Falcon kept on close terms with its 

1at moment I saw the whole { 

quarry. Both birds flew at a great height, and as the 
flicht continued, both birds continually turned and 
twisted-—though keeping the same general direction—

S o c 

as the Faleon endeavoured to bind and the Bustard 

jinked to avoid it. Once a puff of feathers floated 
i 

into the wir, and probably the Bustard was touched 
several times. 

ihe birds were flying in a great semi-circle and 
must have -traveiled at least= three mites. but 1- rode on 1 

an inner se@mteirc.e and so sived some of the distance. 

ne. Ths aicon made a great 
1 Bustard. »th birds fell out 

of the sky.- Twisting and locked together they came 
to exrth somewhere jn the sea of crops ahead of me. 

i Pl AWas=savorgh= abit 

answer eame there none. Jhe fiioht and the kill were 

mine alone, and the only person who heaid my halloas 

iy i 

GLrort rnd bor BY 

; 1 ly 1" ‘ ] 
1 !o0KeC round and 

was a’ AZamindar working in a_ field, who doubtless 
wondered what all the pother was about. Unfortunately 
the Zamindar’s dog pnid more heed than his master 
and rushed biying and barking towards mo, It was 
an unwecome addition to the hunt, for [ was in a 

sutficientiy awkward situation, with no one to hold my 
excited horse, without the further embarrassment of a 

large and sivago dog. A mistake in taking up the 
young and untried Falcon off its first kill might easily 
esuit in its loss 

I rode s'owiy towards the site of the kill, keeping 
my @;e5 Open to see the birds in the shallow buariey, 
wher a /arge Falcon suddenly caught my eye flying 
ov over the ground ec!ose to where the kill shon!d be. 

It looked at this distance like a Peregrine, so ferring dD 
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that the Houbara had escaped after a), I took out my 
lure and whirled it round my head, calling In the 

: 
| appropriate manner and following in the direction the 

bird bad flown, Before I had gone far, 4 terrific 
. Tis 

screuming started and back came the Faleon mobblug 

violently an Eagle which was flying straight in the 
original direction of the kill [hen L saw that the 
Faleon was no Peregrine but a Lugger. ) 

Realisi that the Bugle. was making for the kill, 
; I mounted and rode as hard as ! eould in the same 

ng 

direction and arrived in time to make the Kagie sheer 
off. Vhere was our Veregrine in the bariey, taking 
her pleasure on the Houbara, which was already dead; 
apprehensively she eyed the Kage, which was circling 
round overhead, only kept off by my presence. 

It was an embarrassing moment. The Engle above 
settled on a neighbouring tree, lhe Pi-dog betow clung 
to me like a leech, and any moment the Peregrine 
might decide to seek sutely in fiight. So abandoning 
my horse and throwing a cod at the Pi-dog, I erept 
up and eanght hod of the Peregrine’s jesses before 
she had made up her mind to leave the warm tasty 

flesh. 
It was only just in tima. A moment later the rest 

of the cavaleade, who had espied my empty horse, came 
bucketting up with a clatter that stampeded_ o'd 
“Pollux” to the horizon (luckily be was caught with 
no -!damage but a broken rein). As they arrived | 
heard the Vet. shout out that if the Fa!con had killed 

after such a flight she would be priceless 
The unmounted Faleoners took longer to come up 

with us again, but at last Elahi Bukhsh came panting 
along. Proudly I placed the Peregrine on his wrist, 
expecting a meed of praiso for my skill in saving it 
from peril of Lugger and Eagle and Pi-dog But his 

only comment was to complain that I had let it eat too 
much of the Bustard’s fat—and most of that was eaten 

before I got there! 
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Notes on the Natural History and Shikar of Indian Deer. 

BY 

Colonel H.S. W ood, l. MAS. 

(Continwed from page Eis) 

5. The Swamp Deer 

[he Nepalese name for this deer- is Barasingha, but 
i believe this name-is also used for the Kashmir Stag. 

[ have only observed this animal in Assam, so that 
remirks only apply to that Province. It is found 

in other parts of India, ¢. e, the Central Provinces, at 
the foot of the Siwaliks in the Doon, and in the Dooars. 
Years ago it was found in great numbers throughout 
the plains of Assam but owing to the merciless slaughter 
there are very few left. he parts of Assam where I 

have seen this deer, in comparatively large numbers, 

my 

i 

are: 1. At Lanka, Novgoag district, in all the country 
lying to the right of the Railway line going to Gauhatti; 
2. at Gohpur, Darrang -district, betveen this district 
and Lakbhimpur, 

It is rather a stupid deer, not at all shy, whieh 

° 

has contributed greatly to its diminution, Tha colour 
is almost a chestaut, turning darker with age. The 
does are lighter in colour and the young spotted. 
Curiously, in some stags, this dappling persists until 
the animal is almost mature. It is a very handsome 

animal and it is a grand sight, in the early morning 
or before sundown, to see ore of these animals stinding 
in the rich grass of a dried up Obheel, at the edge 
of the heavy grass jangle, its hide with a sheen on 
it iike a race horse and its beautiful horns and carriage. 
The hair is not so coarse as that of the -Sambhur or 

Manipur Deer. The neck is long and the ears well 
developed 

[I haye found Swamp- Deer in all kinds of jungle. 
[ have put them up in hesvy mull and ekra, ia sungrass 
ind in sparse forest; but the place they like best is 
bheel surrounded with heivy reed aud grass jungle. In 
winter the bheels dry up and produce a rich crop of 
dhoob grass and wild rose, which the deer love. 

) 
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They are sociable animals ard feed with Rhino 

and wild Buffalo in such places and I[ have seen them 
with Sambhur and Hog Deer. ‘hey never come Into 
cultivation, except where rice fie'ds come almost up to 
the heavy jungle. At Lanka there is a good deal of 
a kind of serew pire which, after the forest fires 
sprout young leaves from the apparently charred stems, 
and the deer feed on these. 

It is only possible to stalk them, on foot, after 
the jungle fires: it is hard and hot work and, after a 
hunt, one emerges with torn clothes and blackened like 

a chimney-sweep. Unfortunately, during the winter 
months and early spring, the horns are in the velvet, 
and it is very disappointing, after bard work, to bag 
« stag and find the horns no use as a trophy. Elephants 
are generally used to get through the heavy stuff on 
to the bheels; then one can get down, walk round the 
bheels avd look out, then on to the next and so on. 
I fancy a large number are destroyed by Tiger, as I 
have always come on their trasks in these bheels. ‘| he 
‘Tiger lies in wait in the heavy jungle at the edge of 
the bheels for his prey. t will not bore my _ readers 
with individual stalks. 

I have never heard the call of a Swamp _ Deer. 
As a rule, when they are fonnd in herds, these consist 
of does and fawns, the stag secreting himself some- 
where. At Lanka, one day, I gaw 14 does altogether, 
and they let my elephant come up quite c!ose to them 
before they bolted. 

The horns are very handsome, and I suppose a 
Swamp Deers head is the commonest trophy one sees 
in a villagers hut, in a forest office, in the houses of 
offigials and tea planters and sometimes in dak bungalows. 
In the heavy ficods natives go after them in dug- 
outs and kill a lot. The total extinetion of the Swamp 
Deer, as far as Assam is concerned, is a matter of 
time. I believe a sanetuary for this deer has been 
established in the Nowgong district, not far from Lanka, 
and this is a good move. ‘he game laws we have 
need revision and supervision. 

Years ago Lanka he'd a great number of Swamp 
Deer but when I last visited it I hardly saw one. 
Can this be wondered at, when all the villagers, pensioned 
Gurkhas and tea garden coo'ies possessed guns? The 
village carpenter, the subordinate Forest Officer, were 
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. \ 1.2 7 - > 
I think every sportsman and naturalist discountenances 

. ] | rron!sse are af 

the wholessle siaughter of duck, sind grouse, ete., that 
trikes place in some of the Native States, and cant 

understand how high officials consent to tike part Im 
such slaughtering shoots. I know of one party ol 
- a 5 oe S I 

so-called sportsmen who visited « bheel in Assum s\warm- 
ing with duek. They shot so many that part of the bag 
had to be buried!!! 

[Ihe Swamp .Meer or Barasing (Rucervus durvau- 
celli, Guvier) is found from the West of: the. fumas along the base of the Himalayas eastwards to Assam hroughout that Province, in parts of Bengal, and is also recorded from Upper. Sind; it is also found in Al 

parts of the Central Provinees. 

Blintord says the name Swamp Veor is inappropriate 
but Danbar Brander points out that most of these deer 
he saw in the United. Provinces ‘were stunding ix 
water in loug grass, and they seemed. to spend their 
whole time in locvlities of this nature, only emerging 
at dusk to wade up to their beilies into deeper water 
in order to graze off water weeds’. In the Central 

Provinces, however, according to the same writer, ‘“!he 
sine qua non for this animal’s requirements are large, 
grassy plains or miidans on which he ean graze. tie 
lives in or along the edge of these plains, and only 
penetrates the jungle-clad hills to a short distance 
It is curious to note that the hoofs of these «animals 

are different; those inhabiting the swamp are larger, 
ure more spongy and ine!ined to splay, whereas those 
that live on dry land have the hoof hard Forsyth 
concluded that the distribution of this deer in the 

Central Provinces eoincided with that of the Sil tree 

and that even an isolated patch of Sal forest contained 
this deer. Dunbar Brander, however, says this is not 
the case, as it also occurs “in ordinary mixed forest’. 

‘the aathor of this paper remarks that the gpots 

“persist until the animal is almost mature.” Dunbar 
Brander says about this “There is a marked seasonal 

ehange in the colour both in thig animal and the 
sambar. As the hot weather advances they become 
much lighter, the stags being reddish brown and the 
does yellowish brown. At this ser»son also they deyelop 
spots. These spots are arranged in precisely the same 
manner as those of the Ghital; they are not white, but 
the hair is merely somewhat lighter in colour’, 

, 
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The number of points to the horns varies to 
w very large extent, Blanford gives the following 
description of the horns:—“iforns smooth, with a 
brov-tine nearly at right angles to the beam,’ fre- 
quently berring smaller points on its upper surface; 
spots in the axils are rare. Above the brow-tine the 

beam is unbranched for more than half its length; it 
then divides into two, eich braneh dividing again. In 
the normal adult horn...the inner branch bears two tines, 
the outer threo, but this number is often exceeded.”

Dunbar Brander says “ileids having eighteen and twenty 
points have been procured, bat ten to fourteen is the 
usual number earried by «a mature stag.” Blyth figures 
a pair of borns with more than twenty points 

Our author says that during the winter months and in 
early spring the horns are in the velvet; Lydekker writing 
of Assam agrees with this but it appears not to be the 

caso in the Central Provinces, where, according to Dunbar 
Brander, the horns are not shed till April and begin to 
grow then “shortly before, or at the commencement of 
fhe rahe... the horns are clear by the end of October”. 

With regard to the rut, the same author says it 
“is an ill-defined period, as I have seen a stag jump a 
hind in December and also in March; .but the chief 
breeding period is between December 15 and January 

weather, shortly before the rains.’
Unlike the Sambar, the Swamp Deer fights for the 

hinds 

Dunbar Brander says “Barasingha are noisy animals, 
and on being alarmed scream loudly, the whole herd, and 
even other adjacent ones, taking up the chorus; the noise is a shrill ‘bray’ and they will utter this while 
trotting away from the cause of alarm.” ‘They have 
also “a death call, which they utter more frequently 
than in the case of other animals, and although they 

when seized by a tiger or leopard......J he sound defies 
description, but it is in the nature of a prolonged and 
agonizing scream’, ‘The roaring of the stags is described 
by the same author as “a loud, penetrating ‘Ring-Hon 
Ring-Hon’, which is repeated in gradually decreasing 
volume but in addition to this call there is an 

accompanying drone.”
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Our author mentions that in Assam where herds 

are seen these are mostly hinds and fawns. In the Centra! 

Provinees, however, Munbar Brander says that afcer the 
rut “big master stags soon join up jnto small herds of 
eight or ten animals, all of about the same size.” He 
also says “A big stag will collect as many 28 thirty hinds”

Their sense of sight and hearing is only moderate 
but their sense of smell is good and Danbar Brander 
has “known them wind a man at 400 yards. ° 

This observer found that after a mile of hard riding 
“_ good pony rapidly gets on terms with a barasingha 

stag.”A good average stag from the Central Provinees has 
the following dimensions, according to Munbar Brander:-—
“Paking the measurements from the tip of the tail: 

‘Yo the rump Dea, 

‘To the withers 4 it, « 6 as 
‘To a point between the horns 6 fies aad 
‘To the tip of the nose Tig i 
Girth behind shoulder Ane S oe 

Height Sit. oo 
The horns: Right 83 in. and 7 points. 

Left © 82 ‘in. “nnd 6° pom. 
Girth 514 in. above brow tine”

This stag weighed 870 lbs. Blandford, quoting from 
the “Asian”, April 3rd, 1891, says, “Large stags in Cooch 
Behar are said to have weighed........ 460 to 570 Ibs.”
Dunbar Brander remarks that Cooch Behar “seems to 

have been a wonderful place for producing remarkab'e 
animals.” He gives “420 Ibs. as an extreme weight.”
Rowland Ward's record is:— ‘

42% in. Length on outside curve 
6% in, Circumference. 

30 in. Tip to tip. 
36-5/8 in. Widest inside. 
10 Points. 

This is a stag shot in the Central Provinces and 
owned and measured by A. G. Scott. 

In the Duars the Swamp Teer is becoming very 
scarce and we are very pleased to see that in the 
revised game laws they are now protected throughout 
the year. F 

We regret we have been unable to secure a photo- 
graph of this deer or of any of the subsequent species 
to illustrate these articles. Edztor] 
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“Taking the gun for a walk”

‘Those of my readers who have worked, or are 
working, in places situated far from centres of amuse- 
ment, or even from their nearest neighbours, will be 
well aware that the question of how to kill time on 
Sunday is one that often takes some solving, On work 
days time passes all too quickly, and after an early 
dinner bed is a welcome spot. Circumstances of course 

make all the difference and if one hus a car and roids 
fit to drive over, well then, one isn’t far from 
one’s nearest neighbour. But when such roads as exist 
are indifferent during tbe driest months, and almost 
impassabie for the rest of the year, and one has no 
car, means of killing time on the Sabbath have perforce 
to be sought nearer home. 

it is advisable to try and make the most of such 

opportunity for amusement as local conditions offer, and 
to cut one’s coat according to one’s cloth. If unfortunate 
enough to be employed on Rubber in this year of grace 
1931, and consequently on half pay, the necessity for 
doing so is even more obvious. ‘Iwo methods that If 
haye used successfully are the one I eall “faking the 
gun for a walk” and the other is rough fishing, and 
I shall now endeavour to give my readers an idea 
of the first. 

‘lo start at the beginning then, I first heard the. 
expression ‘“Uaking the gun for a walk” when soldiering 
in Salonika during the last months of the War, Our 
aerodrome was situated within a mile of a small lake 

surrounded by a considerable marsh and by November 
there were large numbers of Duck, ‘eal and Geese on 
this spot and quite a lot of Snipe as well. ‘The sight 
of these birds made me long for a gun and by dint 
of searching and pestering I managed to buyaD B. 
Ilammer 12 bore with uo maker’s name but in perfect 
condition for £3 from a friend who had just 
picked up a very nice Hammerless cheap and was very 
bucked with his bargain. Armed with this and the 
necessary ammunition I used to push off through the 
snow at dawn, clad in what I vainly hoped would ~ 
keep the Vardar gale—you cant cull it a wind—from 
blowing clean through me, to try and circumvent some 
of the uumerous duck and geese which were about. 



Ihis afforded me mach’ healthy exercise,’ the birds ca.1- 
‘

siderable amusement, and the ammunision dealer big 
profits, so was reilly beneficial all round. It was on 
the 5th morning that as [I was proceeding to the lake 
gan jin hand, having bigged nix for umopteex rounds 
fired at ranges betwee 45 and 80 yards on the previous 
days, that a sireistie pil lookel at me with a smie 
and said “Ifallo P, taking the gun for a walk again 
this moruing? ” On that particular day he happened to 
be wrong, 48 I got a foolish goose that passed me at 

about 50 yds. and a little Bustard that I[ pat up in 
tussocky grass on the banks of a stream. [ was con- 
gratulated o1 having gota goose but jeered at for having 
shot what, according to a member of the Mess who 
elaimed to knov European birds thoroughly, was a ‘kind 
of Bittern”. Later a fellow Nimrod shot a Bittern and our 

locrl ornitho’ogist learnedly suggested that if wasn't a 
real Woodeoeck: but no doubt of the simeé family, so you can 
guess that ornithology was not his forte tlowever, I 
digress, bat you nov understand what the expression 
“Taking the gun for a walk” implies 

Before attempting to deseribe a successful Sunday 
spent in doing so, I will give the reider some idea of 
the country in ‘the vicinity of the spot from which this 
is writcen. Jhe rubber estate on which | am employed 
is situated 32 miles from the sea, o1 the W. coast of South 

India, in Travancore State. The country consists of low 
hill ranges averaging about 450’ elevation, and with the 
ridges and valleys running mostly 8. E, to N. W. To 
the W. of the estate the country is thiekly populated 
and compietely under cultivation, but the “country to 
the N., E. and 8S. is, with the exeeption of the valley 
bottoms whieh even in Government Reserve Forest are 

under paddy, covered by deciduous forest of fine growth. 
In such deciduous forest are found strange litt!e hollows 
growing evergreen trees, usually not more than an acre 
or so in extent, wand also patehes covered with fa, 
a species of Bamboo growing to about 207 in 
height and forming a dense and difficult cover to get 
about in. The undergrowth in the deciduous forest is 
in this vicinity entirely coarse grass, growing to 10’ in 
height and quite impenetrable until after the forest fires, 
which are an annual oceutrence, have burnt it clean in 
November-Decomber. Gamo in the immediate neighbourhood 
is scree, the larger animals, excepting wild pig, de- 
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eldudiy so, and feathered game is by no means pleatifal. 
Of the last the Grey Jungie-Fowl and the loeal suab- 
species of Spur-Fowl ( G. s. stewarti) are the~ most in- 
teresting, whilst luek sometimes favours the shikari with 
i chance at ( C. aenea)or Green Pigeons and of course 
xt the right serson, Febraary and March, the paddy 
fields are worth visiting in search of Snipe. xcept on 
the rare occasions when I have found a fruit tree on 

which members of the pigeon family were feeding, I 
hive not had a chance of anything like sport with 
these birds here, so we can omit them from the list 
of loci sporting birds, This leives us the Jungle and 
Spur-Fovl o1 the dry, and Snipe, on the wet lands. 
Of the first two the Jungle-Fowl is much the finer 
bird in every respect, though he would be even better 
if he could be induced to take to his wings mere 
readily in effecting his escape from danger. Again 
when tread he tikes an almost unbelievable amount of 

moviag, often mere'y ducking his head when a stone 
passes close to where he is sitting. But one forgets 
ull this when an old cock is soon, within range, streaking 
downhill with half closed wings and his tail feathers 
quivering behind him, His straw-colourel neck and 
grey body ssem to emphasise the redness of his comb 
und the metaliie purple gloss on his tail, and he is a 
truly fine sight. The hen, owing to her quieter colouring, 
is not so spectacular but is every bil as fine a _ flier 
aud cirries au equal quantity of shot with the same 
non chalance, There are easior birds to kill than G. sonnerati, 
and a good hard hitting gun using No. 6 or 4 shot 
has to be heid straight and well forrard. to -accom- 
plish this. A ‘runner’ is seldom bigged unless a 
staunch dog is put on to it quick. I must let this 
brief description of G. sonnerati suffice to introduce him 
to my readers. The next bird, G. s. stewarti, I have 
found is easily flushed for the first time but sueh a 
perfect adept at the use of eover that it invariably 
manages to fly hidden from the sight of the gunner. 
A chortling cackle and a whirr behind a screen of Fta 
is more often than not the only intimation one hag of its 
being on the move, It seems instinctively to know where 
danger lies and flies in such a way ag to escape it. 
I noticed from long observation that it invariably flew 
back in the direction from which its disturber,: dog or 
man, was coming, and have bagged one. or two by 
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Phis is simply a comfortable fitting military tunie with 
the sloaves removel at the armpits and the lower 
pockets ealargead to accommodite the birds mentioned. 
Cartridges are coivenient!y cearriel ia a !layersack 
slung across the body. We will take some No. 8 with 
us,;as there is a. long narrow paddy fie.d which we 
will look up on oar round and which oftea holds a 

dozen or more Snipe. For the rest 1Z No. 6 will be 
more than we are likely to use. It is a clear, cloudless 
morning with a pleasant breeze from the East, which is 
we'come, asthe first 14 miles being through the 1928 
rubber cleiring, little shade is availabie. he Forest 
yonder is what we are going to ork through and we 
will staré at that hollow which, as you see, is covered 
with dense Hta. Thinks hovever to villagers removing 
it tor fencing and building purposes, there is an oper 
pateb of about 30 yards square in the centre of it, to 
which an ewy path has been cut, The eatrauce to the 
path is just by that big Terk, now lerfless, and as at 
this hour Jungle-Fowl miy be met oa the edge of the 
jingle [ loid up. Uark! Ka-Kakung, Kakung, Ka- 
Kakung, Kakung; either a Jungie-Fowl has been frightened 
by some animal or it is «a vanquished cock who is 
expressing his apotogies to his victor. Buddha, the dog, 
has also heard it and is trying to locate the soand, 
which seems to come from about 20 yards up the 
vailey from where we will stand. This “is the spoé 
and you will see that, if they dout escape by running 
up the valley and then flying still further up, 
they usually come straight down the centre, and then 
turn right or left to get into the ta, which widens 
out again further down the valley. Buddha has _ not 
entered the Ha bat is going uphill through the burnt 
grass to the right, so as to get above the bird. Have 
patience, Buddha is heavy, and stow ia consequence; 
but sure, Kak kak kak kak kak, there goes an old cock 
and uphill, the bruie, but kak kak kak whirr, accompanied 
by;a couple of sharp reverberating barks—here comes 
the hen. Bang, miss, Bang, and off she goes, badly 
hit, into the Hia lower down. We will look her up 
later but there is no decent position for a gun and 
the chances of a shot are slender. Kak kak kok kak: 

seo him, he has crossed over the right and up the 
hill and is probably the bird I missed the Sunday be- 
fore last. Wow wow wow kak kak kak whirr, ab! that 
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did it: here he eomes and moving too, so well forrard, 
I 
i bang, crash If Buddhv has heird the crash, good and 

Well; if not, patience till I direct him. Yes, he has 
heard; that is him crashing over in the heavy H#ta. !fe 
is there or thereibout now, so we shouldn't be long. 
Dash, he’s past the spot; however, leave it to him. Yes, 
he's got it or he wouldn’t come so slowly down the 
hill Good old Buddha, good o.d man, bring it to master. 
Crick, erish, come on, old min. Ah! here he comes, good 
aid fellow. No, he won't be patted by you, will you, old 
man! Only an o'd cock fit to admire and stew very 
slowly, after hinging for 24 hours in this climate. What, 
hot? wait a bis We had better get out tothe edge again 
and then there is just one spot that offers a chance of 
a snap if the gods are kind, tere we are, that open patch 
beiow that dark stemmed trea is the only spot that offers 
a chance of a shot. Buddha has gone down the 

hoiloy and will work upwards, crossing from side 
to side, as he remembers that birds se'dom break downhill 
here. That hen appeared to droop into the Ha on this 
side of the hollov, but may have run on anywhere. 
{hat sounds as though he were on to a geent, so wait. 
No other birds in the patch obviously, for he hag been 
all over it. As likely as not that hen is sitting doggo 
and smiling at him if the pain permits of smiling. I 
feir that’s a lost bird and as it's 9.20 we will move 

out to the edge and smoke till the dog turns up. 
Taking his time? yes, but there's water in that hollow 
and he is doubtless lying in it up te his neck to esol 
dovn. Here he comes, and by Jove!if he hagn’t the 
hea in his mouth. Yes, you may we! look proud, 
good old tellow. ‘he bird didn’t look as hard hit as 
all that but the 2nd barrel got her from. behind and 
with the feathers instead of agiinst them, which makes 
a difference in a tough bird. We may as well move 
now and get on to the path that goes through the 
forest to the paddy field. ‘he trees being bare of leaves, 
the forest is not at its coolest or best, by any means, 

iil come to-a hollow filled. with evergreen but we wil 

trees, neirly all -Artocarpus hirsuta, which may hold something, and if not, we will smoke while the dog has another bath. Ilere it is and we can stick to the path while the dog comes through the -patch parallel to us. If a Jangle-Fowl igs there, it will break out and eross to the left to get to the- hollow. eovered with Oo 
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Eta on that side. Itullo,! Whirr, wow: wow there, I 
just caught a glimpse, by that cane froud, a Spur-Fowl. 
Buddha is coming towards where it went down, ps0 We 
will move forward, Not there, move on thei, its a rotten 

spot to try for this bird. Wow, wharr, I didn't even see 
it. Now we will rest and smoke and giye the dog time 
to cool himse!f- in the water. [flere he comes, 80 W® 

will go on. What's exciting him now: he is after some- 
thing, but it is only a common Pitta. ‘| his bird evidently 
smells gamey, as every dog I’ve had worked on their 
scent. ‘J here’s another ta patch worth trying before 
we reach the paddy land. This is it but one seldom 
gets any but long shots and thoge as the birds cross 
from one side of the ravine to the other. It is an isola- 

ted bit, so even Jungle-Fowl don’t try to leave it alto- 
eether. We will stand here and watch for a chance. 
Buddha always works up one side, then across the top 
and down the other, He's going up on the left today 
and will come down by the right side. Whirr, wow, bang, 
missed clean, that was a cock Spur-Fowl, the hen looks 
much blacker. Wow, whirr, just a chance, bang. Can't 
siy but I fe't I was on it, so will mark the spot carefully. 
‘here is nothing more in here; the dog has been through 
it from end to end, so I'll try and put him on to the 
last bird. If I cin throw a stone near the spot, he will 
do his best. JI!ere, Buddha, seek. I[le’s too much to the 
right. Buddha, there, old man! Yes, he’s heard where 
the store fell, and is getting nearer the spot now, so we 
won't do more. No, he’s miles above the spot; wow whirr 
bang, yes, that got it clean this time. Buddha, there, 
old fellow, another store should help, there. l'e's moving 
near the spot now and here he comes quietly, which 
means he is carrying it. It is a hen just nearing the 
moult and go locks rather shabby. Now we will try 
for Snipe and also a couple more spots that might 
hold fowl, and then home, We reach the fie'd and as 
the birds invariably lie near the narrow part above that 
hut, we reload with 8 and walk up iu that direction. 
There is nothing here, which either means they are not 
at home or else lying up in the last stretch of about 
100 yards. ‘there are some near here if the dog isnt 
mistaken Zeck, Tck Tck Tck, baug, bang, got 1 out of 
the 5 that rose, and there thoy go down, opposite that 
tussock of tall grass. They are only a few yards ahead 
now, “Slowly, Buddha,” 7ek, whir7, whirr, bang, bang, nis, 

aie i 
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and they are off down the field again: no, they are 
away to the far end and it is not worth walking up, 
as it tukes us away from the direction we've to move 

in. There is a possibility of this last bit holding some. 
Yes! there goes, bang, dropped him, good dog, bring him 
to master. Lhey are all Pintail, you will note; the Full 
are decidedly uncommon rouad here ‘This path brings 
us on to a Forest boundary and we ean walk along that 
trying promising bits, en route, till we reach the Rubber 
again. Well, that is the lot, and there iy a mile or 
more to the bungalow and it is now 19-30. 4 hirsty? 
well, we won't be long. It is a pity there aren’t more 
Jungle-Fowl about and that the last bits only held 
Spur-Fowl, of which we only caught a glimpse of one, 
bat just think what our bag would have been without 
the dog!! Verily, “taking the gun for a walk’ The 
bungalow at last, and now for a cold tub and a long 
drink of beer and a rest before lunch. What? 2 Dx ta? 

well, lunch will go well now, and a siesta after, and 
then, Sundar is pleasantly passed. Yes, Buddha? certainly 
you did it. A deep sigh of eontent.is all Buddha 
designs to say in reply. 

GaP, 
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The Indian Hobby. 

(Falco severus rufipedoides 

(With a plate) 
A peculiar cull, difficult to describe, first attracted 

my attention to a pair of Iudiar Hobbies flying over- 
head. I had nov heard a similar call before, while 

something in the flight, different to any other falcon, 
mide me curious. At the time I happened to be near 
a solitary Chilauni tree (Schima Wallichiit) which stood 
out in the open, only a few feet from a hut where a 
brood of chickens with their mother were fesding, quite 
regardless of any danger from the falcons flying over- 
head. As a rule the proximity of any of the hawk 
tribe is the moment for all mombers of the poultry yard 
to seek immediate protection in the closest cover. ‘There- 
fore, the absolute indifference displayed by the chickens 
aroused my curiosity to the extent that I proceeded 
to question a member of the hut, at the same time 
telling him to -fetch my gun, when I would shoot the 
falcons. Io my surprise, he did not seem at all enthusiastic 
at my proposal, but p‘eaded that I would spare the 
birds, as he said that they never mo‘ested poultry, but 
on the contrary, protected his chickens from the attacks 
of kites. This was,in a way, quite true, as the falcons 
had a uest with nestlings, and dare any bird approach 
anywhere near the vicinity of their eyrie! White I 
was there a huge vulture flew by and was immediately 
chased by the falcons, who—if one is to judge from the 
hasty retreit of that vulture —apparently inspired terrific 
fear, as the vulture was big enough to deal with a 

dozen such diminutive opponents ! 
I was now very interested and soon discovered the 

reason for the sudden disappearance of practically all 
the Swallows, Swifts, Verditer Flycatchers and many other 
small birds which I had been so accustomed to see round 

about the bungalow, ‘The man I questioned informed me 
that the faleons killed five to ten birds daily and that 
all their victims were taken in flight. This statement 
wag confirmed by others, who had apparently been amu- 
sing themselves with careful observations of their so- 

called “chowkydars”. 
Thus, the damage done by the faleons made me feel 

justified in shooting them. I rent the male bird to the 
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Musoum, but as the femile was only winged I decided 
to keep and, if possible, tame her. She was very fierce 
and refusel all food—in fact, became a veritable “hunger 
striker’. iiowever, L eventually prevaiied upon her good 
sense to accept sparrows, which were given to her intact, 
though she would not touch domestic delieicies of any 
description. Kye r so, her fierce iess never abated and 
she died after about a fortuight in ¢@ iptivity. 

A very conspicuous point about these birds is their 
noisiness, their call being a series of shrill, rapid high 
pitched intermittent notes; this call is repeated at 
frequent intervils both when perching and during flight. 
Although I bive never seen these birds before, they 
seem to be well known to the locil people, who eall 
them ‘‘Moorilley Ghurra’ (spelt phonetically). 

‘he next thing was to secure the young birds, which 
were in a nest quite 50 feet up the tree, the nest, 
which was in a fork of the tree, was a very crude 

affair in the shape of a triangle, the sides being built 
up with twigs, while the centre was lined with moss 
and feathers, the latter probably from their victims 
which were devoured in the nest. ‘I!he nest was almost 

flat and it was a wonder to me that the young did 

not tumble out--an object quite easy of accomplishment. 
There were only two youngsters, which looked like little 
bal!s of cream coloured fluff, quite a contrast to their 
handsome parents, which had very striking brownish back 
eips, demi-collars of an orange yellow with a predom- 
inating hue of brick red in the upper plumage, and a 
drab orange streaked with black in the lower plumage. 

In captivity they were not interesting—had voracious 
appetites, greedily devouring all that was put before them. 
At first they were fed by band on raw meat, but later, 
when they grew o'der, they would rather take the meit 
between their claws and tear at it; also, at this period 
of their existence, they commenced to show their defiant 
spirit by refusing to reciprocate any advances made by 
me. Ax I could not spend sufficient time with 
them, [ eventually gaye them to®Mr. tlawes, to whom 
Iam indebted for the information which follows. Mr. 

Hawes kept them in the same room occupied by a pair 
of, baby minas, when the female hobby took charge of 
both minas, which she assiduously protected—rather a 
gontrast to her fiery spirit as I knew it! The male 
proved by far the fiercer and untractable of the two, but 
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the female, in time, did get to recognise the hand which 
ted her, though the male always repelled with the 
utmost ferocity any attempts at friendship. The strange 
thing about these birds, which were confined to 
» large room, was their peculiar apathy to moving an 
inch unless they could help it, remaining all day on 
the same perch, placed in the room for that purpose, 
where they did a great deal of screeching, only walking 
down for their food when impelled by hunger. 

Finally—a point which should serve to illustrate the 
power of instinct—both birds suddenly and _ without 
warning, took to flight and disappeared; nor did they 
seem to experience any difficulty in finding food, as, 
in manner born, they went about their hunting and 
were seen frequently enough by Mr. Hawes, though they 
would never yenture near him. 

All that now remains of these two little Furies is 

the photograph published herein, saperscribed with their 
names, Alecto and ‘I isiphone, whieh they justly merited. 

T. A, BALDRY. 

Tumsovg Tea Estate, 
=A 
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Family tl, Danaide. 

Danais aglea melanoides M. The Glassy ‘liger 
Danais mela NeCUS plateniston Fruh. The Choeolate 
‘Tiger 

Danais tytia tytia Gray. The Ghestnut Tiger. 
Danais limniace muting Frah. ‘The Blue Tiger. 
Danais melissa septentrionis But. The Dark 
Blue ‘liger, 

Danais plexippus L. The Common Tiger. 
Panais chrysippus L. The Plain ‘Tiger. 
Euplea muleiber muleiber Cr. ‘The Striped 
Blue Crow. 

ELuplea aleathe doubledayi Kd, The Striped 
Black Crow. 

Euplea diocletiana ramsaya M. The Magpie 
Crow, 

Euplea klugii kollari Fd. The King Crow, 
Euplea klugit klugii M. 

Euplea midamus splendens But. ‘The Blue- 
spotted Ciow. 
Euplea core core Cr. The Common Indian 
Crow. 

Euplea core vermiculata But. 

wuplea deione deione Wd. ‘Lhe Long-branded 
Blue Crow. 

Euplea harrisi hopet Vd. The Doub'e-branded 
Blue Crow, 

Family IV. Satyridz. 

Mycalesis anaxias oemate Fruh. The White bar 
Bush-brown,. 

Mycalesis francisea sanatana M. ‘The Lilacine 
Bush-brown. 

Mycalesis persceus typhlus Frah. ‘The Common 
3ush-brown. 

Mycalesis mineus mineus lb. The Dark brand 
Bush-brown. 

Mycalesis visala visala M. The Long brand 
Bush-Brown. 

Mycalesis suavolens W. M, Wood-Mason’s 
Bush-brown. 
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Mycalesis mestra vetus Fr. The W hite-edged 
Bush-brown. 

Mycales is hi ert M. Moore’s Bush-brown. 

Mycalesis misenus De N, De Niceville’s Bush- 
brown, 

Mycalesis nicotia Hew. The Bright-eye Bush * 
brown. : 

Mycalesis maltsara M. The White-line Bush- 
brown 

Lethe baladeva baladeva M. ‘The ‘Treble Silver- *, 
stripe, 

Lethe ramadeva De N. The Single Silverstripe. 
Lethe visrava M. Vhe White-edged Wood-brown. 
Lethe siderca Mar, The Searee \Vood-brown. 
Lethe sidonis vaivartha Voh. The Common 

W ood-brown, 
Lethe sidonis sidonis Ilew. 

Lethe maitrya DeN. The Barred Wood-brown, 
Lethe nicevillei Evans, ‘The Straight-eyed Wood- 
brown. 

Lethe ivrma Evans. Bailey's Wood-brown. 
Lethe nicetella DeN. ‘The Small Wood-brown, 
Lethe nicetas Hew. ‘The Yellow Wood-brown. 

Lethe tristigmata lil. The Spotted Mystic. 
Lethe ocellata lyncus DeN, ‘The Dismal Mystic. 
Lethe jalawrida elwesi M. The Small Si_verfork. 
Ivthe moéllerr "l. Moéller’s Silverfork., 

Lethe atkinsonia lev. Tbe Small Goldenfork, 
Lethe goalpara goalpara M. The Large Goldeafork, 
Lethe sura Wb. The Lilacfork. 
Lethe dura gammiet M. ‘the Scaree Lilacfork, 
Lethe europa niladana Fruh, The Bamboo Tree- 

Lethe rohria rohria F. '}he Commoa Trese-brown. 

Lethe confusa confusa Aur, ‘The Banded Tree- 
brown, 

‘

Lethe verma sintica Fruh. The Straight-banded 
‘Tree-brown. 

Lethe margaritae El. The Bhutan Tree-brown. 
Lethe insana dinarbas Hew. The Common Forester, 
Lethe brisanda Den. The Dark Forester, 
Lethe serbonis serbonis Hew. The Brown Forester. 

Lethe scanda M. The Blue Forester. 
Lethe latiaris lew. The Pale Forester. 
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Lethe gulnihal gulnihal DeN. The Dull Forester. 
Lethe bhatirava M. 
Lethe mekara mekara M. The Common Red 

Forester. 

Lethe chandica chandica M. The Angled Red 
Forester. 
Lethe distans But. The Searee Red Forester. 

Lethe vindhya Fad. The Black Forester. 
Lethe kansa M. The Bamboo Forester. 

Lethe sinoria Hew. Phe Tailed Red Forester. 

Lethe pulaha pulaha M. The Veined Labrynth. 
Lethe pulahina Evans. ‘The Searee Labrynth. 
Lethe bhadra M. The ‘Tailed Labrynth- 
Lethe yama yama M. The Dusky Labrynth. 
Pararge musoni EL. The Chumbi Wall. 
Pararge moore, But. The Small .!awny Wall. 
Pararge satricus Db. The Large Tawny Wall. 
Orinoma damaris Gray. The ‘Tiger brown. 
Cenonympha sinica. The ‘Tibetan Heath, 
Pareneis pumilis bicolor Seitz. The Mountain 
Satyr. 

Pareneis palaearcticus sikkimensis Stg. The 
Arctic Satyr. : 
Aulocera brahminus brahminoides M, The Narrow- 

banded Satyr. 
Aulocera padma padma Kollar. The Great Satyr. 
Aulocera padma loka Doh, 
Aulocera padma chumbica M. ‘The Chumbi Satyr. 
Aulocera padma fulva Evans. 
Aulocera swaha swaha Koll. ‘he-Common Satyr, 
Aulocera saraswatt Koll. ‘Tha. Striated Satyr, 
Erebia scanda (Koll. The- Pallid Argus. 
Erebia annada annada M. ‘Lhe Ringed Argus. 
Erebia pomena Evans. The Ponmé Argus. 
Erebia phyllis irma. Bailey’s Argus. 
Erebia narasingha narasingha M. ‘The Mottled 
Argus. 
Ypthima nareda newara M..The Large Three 

ring 
Ypthima hubnerd hubnert Wirby. The Com- 
mon Four ring Ypthima avanta avanta M. The Jewel Four.ring. Ypthima avanta bara Evans. Ypthima baldus baldus F,. The Common Five ring. 
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Ypthima methora methora \lew, The Variegated 
Five ring, 
Ypthioa calra. sakra M. The ‘Jlimalayan 
live ring. 
Zipetis scylax lew. The Dark Cat's Eye, 
Orsotriena medus medus. ¥. lhe Nigger. 
Regadia crisiida erito Ve N. The Striped Ring‘et. 
Neorina hilda Wd. The Yellow Owl, 

Anadebis himachala M. the Dusky Diadem. 
Melanitis leda ismene Cr, ‘Yhe Common Evening 
Brown 

Melanitis phedima bela M. ‘the Dark Evening 
Brown. 
Melanitis. zitenius zitenius 'erbst. The Grert 

Evening Brown. 
Cyllogenes swradeva M. The Branded Evening 
Brown, ‘

Cyllogenes janetae De N, Tho Searee Evenin; 
Brown. 

Elymnias hypermacstra undularis Vrury. The 
Common Palm fly. 
Elymnias nesoca timandra Wall. The Tiger 
Palmfly. 
Elymnias maleas malelas \iew. Vhe Spotted 
Palmily, 

Elymnias patra patna Wd. The Blue Striped 
Palmfly. 
Elymnias vasudeva vasudeva M. The Jeaabel 
Palmfly 

Family V. Amathusiidz, 

09 

Faunis arcesilaus FP. The Common Fan, 
Amona amathusia ‘lew. The Yellow Dryad, 
Sticopthalma nourmahal nurinissa De N. ‘The 
Chocolate Jungle Queen. 
Sticopthalma nourmahal nourmahal Wd. 
Sticopthalma camadeva camadeva Wd. ‘The 
Northern Jung!e Queen 
Thaumantis diores Wb. The Jangle Glory 
Amathuxidia amythaon Db. The NKohinoor. 
Discophora tullia zal Wd. The Common Huffer. 
Discophora continentalis continentalis Stg The 
Great Dufter. 

Enispe cycnus verbanus Frah. The Blue Catiphs 
Enispe euthymius Db. The Red Caliph. (To be continued) 
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A visit to Scall’s Head Island, Brancaster Bay, Norfolk. 

[ visited the Island with friends on the 20th 

August last year and had the good fortune to be accom- 
panied by the Watcher, who proved a go'd mine of 
information. We went by motor’ boat and saw many 
kinds. of birds Puffins, Great crested Grebes, Sheldrakes 
und many kinds. of Gulls Terns and Waders. ‘There 

wre twenty foar breeding species on the Island: Five 
species of Muck:—She!drakes, Mallard, Common and Di Garganey Teal and Shovellers, four ! erns:—Common, 

Sandwich, Roseate and Lesser During the previous year 
the Arctic ‘bern also bred. Yhe Wateber told us that 

the Sandwich ‘berm hada separate breeding ground and 
that the other ‘Terns: all bred together. Other birds that 
bred there were Oyster catchers. Black-headed Gulls, 
Meadoiv- Pipits, Skvlarks, Linnets, Wheatears Pied Wagtails 
ind Short-eared Owls. At his hut on the Island Swallows 
und | ouse-Martins alse bred ‘fhe Island is covered 

with more or less sparse grass and is 4. miles long. 
he Sheldrakes breed in holes on the higher part of the 
Island. 

-_- 

G 

Darjeeling, Chas; Wf Paglis, 
6th May 1930. Eee TB. Ok Ue Heo ae Se 

Horn Measurements of the Barking Deer, 

Rowland Ward’s record for the horns of the Barking 
Deer is 1038/8 in. length on ontside curve of antler 
from burr to tip, ‘Ihis is the measurement of a head 
obtained: im Java, measured and owned by H. Van Son. 

y The record given for India is:—S8l% in. length on out: 
side eurve of antler from burr to tip, 3% in. circumference 
above burr; 2% in. frem tip. to tip. ‘his was from Berar 
and owned by Capt. H Holmes-Tarn. Rowland Ward 
gives. the record from our area as:—6% in. length ouat- 
side curve of antler from burr. to tip; 3-3/8 in. ciream- 
ference above barr and 2-5/8 in, from tip to tip This 
was from the Buxa Duars.and owned by Capt. A. O, Creagh. 

It will be seen that Gol, Wood's, hornsare a record 

for India, and Mr. Baldry’s a record for our area 
(dh. Td: Nea Ge Sa Wal. Vi Bow. pp. 63 & 67). Editor. Darjesling, 10th April 1931. 
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The Hog Deer, 

I would make the following comments of Col, 

Wood’s article on hog-deer:—
(1) Herefers to Lachiwalla in Dehra Dun as the 

best place be knows for hog-deer, They are now com- 
paratively rare there, partly. owing to the draining 0! swamps and partly to the constant shooting and po: vehin 1g 
that goes on. 

(2) Lhave frequently heard the alarm ery of the 
hog-deer. It is a high piercing whistle, quite unlike that 

of any other deer I know, and is generally made when 
« tiger or a leopard enters a siamp containing these 
deer. I have occasionally heard it mode for men or 
tame elephants. There is also, probably, a mating eall 
of the stag but I don’t know it. 

(8) Hog-deer are quasi-gregarious in the: B.A 
know several jhils whieh hold “considerable numbers of 
these deer—in one ease some hundreds. Although they 
generaliy seem to collect in small parties of any thing 
up to 5 individuals, the distance between parties is 
sometimes only a few yards. I have seen as many as 
20 at once, sunning themselyes in the early morning 
on the edge of a jhil, after the surrounding grass has 
been burnt in the spring, 

F. W. Champion, 
Naina Par. its BS 

Tth August 1931 

Rangpur, 
15-7-8 

Krom 

A= be, Wood sq., Tg rey 
Superintendent of Police, Rangpur. 

To 
The Editor of the Journal of the Darjeeling 

Natural History Society, Darjeeling. 
Dear Sir, 

With regard to your queries in the June issue of 
the Journal regarding Wog Deer, Col. Wood is quite right 
in speaking of herds. I only once came across a large 
herd but this was a herd of 75 to 80 animals. | hese 

were seen on the Rydak River in March 1928. I have 
also seen a small herd of about 20 near Chilapata in 
the Duars. 



2. With regard to the question of call, I cannot gay 
that Ihave ever heard Hog Deer calling in the generally 
accepted sense of the term. I have, however, on one 
occasion heard the cry mentioned by Kinloch, This was 
a stag which [I came upon suddenly. ‘Ihe animal started 
up, exactly as described by Kinloch. The cry was 
obviously one of fear and, ag far as my recollection goes, 

| shorter and sharper than the ery of fear sometimes given 
by the barking deer. 

a Yours, ete. 
A. FE. I, Wood. 

Leeches attacking Snakes. 

In the Journal of the Bombay Natural History 
Society, Vol. XXVIII, p. 557, the late Mr, A, P. Kinloch 
mentions a small leech attached toa species of Dryophis, 
au arboreal snake. In the same Society’s Journal, Vol. 
XXIX, p. 302, Col. Wall remarks on this and gives an 
instance of two aquatic leeches, bloated with blood, which 
were found in the mouth of a specimen of the Copper- 
headed Rat Snake (Coluber radiatus). 

Professor J, Perey Moore told me of a case of a 
leech (Haemadipsa zeylanica montivindicis) attacking a 
frog, 

We would be glad to hear of any cases of leeches 
attacking snakes, or anything else out of the common, 
which may have come to the notice of our readers. 

Darjeeling, Chas. M. Inglis. 
30th October 1931. Fe%. 8. FEES. 

“J , E. M- Be O, U, 


