


Aasheesh Pittie
8-2-545 "Prem Parvat", Road No. 7, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad 500 034. India.
Phone: Off : 040-3320269 Fax : 040-3314064 Res: 040-331 5683

12 April, 1997

Registered Post A/D.

Mr K. Tulasi Rao

ACF - Bio-Diversity
Project Tiger

A P. Forest Department
Srisailam 518 101
Kumool District

Dear Tulasi Rao,

It was a pleasure meeting you at the Nehru Zoo Park on 11th instant. Thank you for entrusting me with the
proofing work of Checklist of Birds of Nagarjunasagar-Srisailam Tiger Reserve. enclose it with pencilled
corrections and suggestions. Let me tell you that it is a wonderful effort. 1 have gone through this in some detail
and give my suggestions below. I have perhaps commented upon aspects which you did not want me to, eg.,
binding, etc., as I thought I should give you an opinion on the enitre booklet. But do not hesitate to do what you

think is best and as per your plans.

1. The plastic cover is not necessary (it will also be expensive). A card cover should be sufficient, with the title,
map and picture of bird. Try to keep the back cover empty (perhaps the printer would like to put his name
and address at the bottom on the back cover).

I recommend that binding be done by the centre-pinning method and not the spiral binding as is in the
booklet.

Inside front cover could have details as pencilled by me in the original. Any other details though fit may be
inserted. Year of publication and the name of a compiler is essential if the checklist is to sited as a reference
by people.

Page # 1: As discussed, details about the map should be given. Why the yellow colour. Significance of ‘6A’
and ‘6B’ should be mentioned.

Regarding pages 2-5, I enclose separate sheets on which I have re-typed the entire text. Please go through
this and make necessary changes, corrections, etc. Some changes which I recommend are as follows: Page
# 2: sub-title “Legal Status” may be merged into “Introduction”. Page# 3: [am not good at geology and
so suggest that the terms used, etc., be re-confirmed. The same goes for the statement “Under the zoo-
geographic classification this area comes under Indo-Malayan region (Cis Gangetic sub-region).” Page # 4:
I suggest the inclusion of scientific names of all species under Fauna, if you think it proper. Page # 3: The
references should be a section themselves. Please look into these carefully and make suitable changes for
references contributed by APFD officers. (Sri, Mr, Dr, etc. are not prefixed to names in references and so
have been removed).

The main Checklist: I strongly recommend that the classification order found in Salim Ali’s Book of
Indian Birds or Ripley’s Checkist, be followed — and not what has been done in the present work. Ialso
recommend that the species be grouped by Family (eg., Accipitridae) rather than by Order (eg.,
Anseriformes) as has been done. You could follow the same authorities as mentioned above for this. Itis
not a good practice to list species alphabetically (even if it makes finding it easy in the list). This should be
done at the back of the List in the form of an alphabetical Species Index with page numbers on which they
occur (perhaps for only the Common Names and not the Scientific Names). Items which have been struck
out by me should be deleted as they are repetitions either on the same page or somewhere else in the List.
All Scientific names should be in izalics. .

7. 1 suggest that the booklet be proofed once again by me, after you go through my suggestions to remove
all errors.

Kindly let me know your views on these matters.

A

Yours spncerely

Apoihl

!

E}cl: As aboye.
ce: MrAV Jpseph, IFS, CF-WLM, O/o P.C.C.F., A P. Forest Dept, Saifabad, Hyderabad. [For information]

{
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Aasheesh Pittie
8-2-545 "Prem Parvat", Road No. 7, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad 500 034. India.
Phone: Off : 040-3320269 Fax : 040-3314064 Res: 040-3315683

CHECKLIST OF BIRDS OF NAGARJUNASAGAR-SRISAILAM TIGER RESERVE — SOME
SUGGESTIONS

INTRODUCTION:

Situated on Se_ﬁ(er side of river Krishna, 130 Kms south of Hyderabad, is the Nagarjunasagar-Srisailam Tiger
Reserve (NSTR). Spreading over parts of five revenue districts, with an area of 3,568 sq. Kms., it is the largest
land Tiger Reserve in the country. Situated in the picturesque and verdant Nallamalai hill ranges — representative
of the typical Deccan Peninsular bio-geographic region — it was declared a Wildlife Sanctuary in 1978 and
attained the status of Project Tiger (Reserve ?) in 1983.

The area comprising various reserve forests has been dclared as Wildlife Sanctuary under Sec. 18 of the Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972 vide G.O. Ms. No. 485, Forests and Rurapevelopment (For III) dated Sth July 1978,
published in the Andhra Pradesh Gazette. The Notification was also published in five District Gazettes.

GEOLOGY:

The principal geologic formations of Nallamalais are the Kumnool and the Cuddapah formations. The Kurnool
formation is of Upper Pre-Cambrian and is mainly in the central basin of Nallamalais, extending upto river
Krishna in the north. A major portion of the area is covered by the old geological formation known as the
Archaens.

FAUNA:

NSTR harbours many endemic animals, given its position on the Deccan Plateau in peninsular India. The
topography of the reserve encourages the occurrence of varied macro- and micro- habitats which are home to a
variety of animals. The moist upper plateaus, dry eastern tracts towards Dindi valley, the hill slopes on either
side of river Krishna, numerous hill streams, valleys, deep gorges, rock shelters, bamboo forests, etc., contribute
to the existence of a vanety of wildlife species.

Under the zoo-geographic classification this area comes under Indo-Malayan region (Cis Gangetic sub-region).
Here endemic species like Nilgai, Blackbuck, Four-homed Antelope, etc., thrive.

Some of the important and interesting species found in the Reserve are:

Mammals: Carnivores: Tiger, Leopard, Leopard Cat, Small Indian Civet, Ratel, Smooth Indian Otter,
Sloth Bear, Indian Wild Dog, Wolf, etc.

Herbivores: Spotted Deer (Chiral), Sambar, Barking Deer, Mouse Deer, Chinkara, Four-
hormed Antelope (Chowsingha), Nilgai, etc.

Primates: Common Langur, Bonnet Macaque, Rhesus Macaque, etc.
Others: Scaly Ant-eater (Pangolin), Blacknaped Hare, Fruit Bats, etc.
Reptiles: Mugger Crocodile, Star-shelled Tortoise, Monitor Lizard, a variety of snakes, terrapins, etc.

Birds: A checklist of birds has been compiled from various sources (see References below) who
worked in the area during different seasons and in different years. However, this 1s not an
exhaustive list as birds do not recognize political boundarnes. Changes are bound to happen
and the Andhra Pradesh Forest Department would gratefully welcome additions, comments
and contributions of data to make this List more comprehensive. All contributors will be fully
acknowledged in future editions of the List.

%
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GEOLOGY :
ROCKS
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lntmducﬁon/
_ Situated(130 Kms. South of Hyderabad, on[i‘n;ur ssdc of Lye

—
River Krishna } ‘As the Nagarjunasagar-Srisailam Tiger Reserve, Snnadm;,

‘]‘;/ A/O\ er parts of 1ve revenue dl\lﬂ‘al: \;n.h in a::a of 3 68 Sq.Kmstehims the
4 .Ahggcsl Lmd Tiger Reser\gﬁ «})! (th; country. l Spomd. in the picturesque
@ verdant hllls/of Na]lama[lsb&huh rcpresunL{ the typical <’cuan ’kmnsular

bio-geographical region.

N57(kﬂa;b“land af Wildlife Sanctuary in the—year 1978, the-NSTR
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& attained the status of Project ngu/ in theyear 1983,
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The principa}ébrmalions of Nallamalais are the Kurnool and the
Cuddapah formations. The Kumool formation is of upper Prc-Cambrian
and is mainly in the central basin of Nallamalais, extending up tc ]\nshna

?n the North. /\)iqor portion of the area is covered by the old geological
formation known as the ‘Archaens’. /rﬁjz\ Ce A-O(D((F))
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Fauna of NSTR : \
epdmnc

NSTR harbours some of the tan/ animals being its

Legal Status

The area comprising various reserve forests has been declared as Wildlife e : i i
< i ‘ e ; . position in Deccan plateau of peninsular India. The topography sanctuary
= #ancluur_\' e RC I ol \—:ydmc B’r()lcclmn 'i_:’ﬂ' Pl vide enables to the occurance of varied micro & macro habitats to shelter variety
G.O.Ms.No.485, Forests and Rural Development (For III) Dt.5.7.1978 of animals. The moist upper plateaus, dry tracts of Eastern parts towards
f published in A.P.Gazette. The notification was also Py Ehediin rivc Dindi valley, river Krishna with lofty hill slopes on either sides, numerous
gituck sty hill streams, valleys and deep gorges, rock shelters, wood lands, bamboo

) forests contribute to the existence of a variety of wildlife species.
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Under the zoo-geographic classification this area comes under

Indo-Malayan region ( Cis Gangetic sub-region) - native to the
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List of Birds compiled from the works g%’“
mamrdise 09 TUu Byrdas

? Fem—B&sduzlches—sSeZcu..H;d.
1. Mrs: Mary Peacock. fi

27th January. 1997. .

Species : Some of the important species found in the sanctuary are
1. Mammals :
) Camnivores : Tiger, Panther, Leopard cat, Small
Indian Civet, Ratel, smooth Indian Otter, Sloth
’/j_)cu.r, Indian \;:'.ild;dog. WOh;clc.

.

2. Management Plan of NSTR by &# K.Jaganmohan Rao,

Herbivores: Spotted gcﬂr, Sambar, Barking Chief Wildlife Warden. A.P.. H_Vd.

gccr. Mouse gﬁ:cr, Chinkara, Chousingha,

Nilgaiﬁlc. ,1

Primates: Common langur, Bonnet gucaque,

T EEEREE X X

3. Srt B.C.Choudhury, N.Shiva Kumar, Vara Prasad.
2nd March. 1985.

2

,‘

Rhesus magaqu«{;l»/

. O#\Uv{f /\ Ry , thar to—dike l’anz,u]m)
Blacknaped h ha.ru frun baLs(;t

waw 2.  Reptiles: Mugge rﬁbtm' tonmsz, momtor Zmrc’&( t‘med@t

of snakes, Jngapins) ra

4. Se P.Balakoteswara Rao.
28th & 29th November,1986.
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5. 87t K. Thulasi Rao, Field Project Officer,
Eco-Development NSTR, and
-5 M. A Waheed. Asst. Director, PT., Achampet.
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A. ANSERIFORMES

Duck Brahminy

Tadorna ferruginea

Duck Comb

Sarkidiomnis melanotos

ceeRe:

Duck ,\‘p\)fl bill

Anas poecilorhyncha

Duck Tufted

Aythya fuligula

Gadwall

Anas strepera binrraens

Po *\:hard Common

Aythya ferina

}’c»fchard Red-crested

Netta rufina

Pu#chm‘d Tufted

Aythya l-‘uh?ulu a,

Pofchard White-eyed

Aythya nyroca

Shoveller

Anas clypeala Lippacus

Teal Common

Anas crecca binnaens-

Teal Lesser Whistling

Dendrocygna javanica

Wigeon

Anas penelope Linnaeus
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B. APODIFORMES

Swift AQ@'ML

Tachymarptis melba

Swift House

Apus aftinis

Apus affinis

bSuufl Lttle 2
L]

Swift Palm

Cypsiurus parvus

‘Ireeswift Crested

Hemiprocne coronata

C. BUCEROTIFORMES

Hombill Cammon Gre

Tackus birostris

Homnbill Indian Grey

Ocyceros birostris

D. CORACHFORMES

Bee-eater Blue-taled

Merops philippinus

NICTOPSOTY

Bee-eater Small Green

Merops orientalis

Kingfisher Pied

Ceryle radis

Ens S R




4

Kingfisher Small Blue Alcedo atthis Dove Red Turtle Streptopelia tranquebarica

'
'

Kingfisher White-breasted Halcyon smymensis Dove Spotted Streptopelia chinensis

Roller Indian Coracias benghalensis

F. COLUMBIFORMES

E. CUCULIFORMES

Kestrel P{y’uo tinnunculus

&

APV LOOLOOGOLOEOIOOIOGEOIOGBESOE

Cuckoo Common Hawk Cuculus varius Malkoha Small Greenbilled Rhopodytes vindirostris

Cuckoo Indian Cuculus micropterus Pigeon Blue Rock Columba livia

ng(vn‘;ﬁnfaﬂ Green Treron phoenicoptera

Pigeon Green Impenal Ducula acnea

B A e e Tt
'
'

Cuckoo Pied Crested Clamator jacobinus

Cuckoo-shrike Black-headed Coracina melanoptera

'
'

G. CICONHFORMES

('uckouthnku Large (7 ) Coracina macy‘)\

T Kommmwm Buzzard-Eagle White-cyed Bulastur leesa

Dove Emerald Chalcophaps indica Cormorant Little Phalacrocorax niger

0
'

Dove Indian Ring Streptopelia decaocto Courser Indian Cursorius coromandelicus

Dove Little Brown Streptopelia senegalensis Curlew Numenius arquata

(8]
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Eagle Booted

Hieraaetus pennatus

Eagle Crested ;crpem

Spilornis cheela

Eagle Lesser Spotted

A*n!a pomarina

Eagle Short-toed

Circaetus gallicus

Eagle Tawny

Aquila vindhiana Framichn

Egret Cattle

Bubulcus ibis

f.glEt frtermoetato—m— I;g o ;

Egret Large

Ardea alba thhacus

Egret Little

Egretta garzetla

Egret Median

Egretia intermedia

Grebe Little

Tachybaptus ruficollis

Gull Blackheaded

[_arus ndibundus

Gull Brownheaded

[arus brunnicephalus

Harrier Marsh

Circus geruginosus

10

-

Harrier Montagu’s

Circus Pygargus

Harrier Pale

Circus macrourus

Hawk-Eagle Crested

Spizaetus cirrhatus

Heron Grey

Ardea cinerea

Heron Pond

Ardeola grayn

coceannce

Heron Purple

Ardeola purpurea

Ibis Black

Pseudibis papillosa

'
'

'

Ibis White

Threskiornis aethiopica

Jacana Bronzewinged

Metopidius indicus

Jacana Pheusant-tailed

Hydrophasianus chirurgus

Kite Blackwinged

Elanus caeruleus

Kite Brahminy

Halastur indus

.

e R e S O e e e il imim i im Rt

'
'

Kite Gw«%oa-v:mah

Milvus migrans

N
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Lapwing Red wattled Vancllus indicus H. GALLIIFORMES

Lapwing Yellow-wattled Vanellus malabaricus

Avocet R %ccur\'\roslru avosella Bnnseas

v
'

4

ettt

J
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3 2 erocles exustus & o
Sandgrouse Indian Pterocl Tempamek Iringa nebularia

Sandpiper Common ‘I'mnga hypoleucos Itnnncuy

Hrmgarebuland——————

Sandpiper Wood Tringa glareola bammaeus Junglefowl Grey Gallus sonneratii

Stork Painted Mycteria leucocephala _Junglefoud-Red—  Gall usgallus

Stork White-necked Ciconia €piscopus Partndge Grey Francolinus pondicerianus

i

Anaslomus OSCILANS Plover Little Ringed Charadrius dubius

Neophron percnoplerus

LOVBLVLLOE

Pypry-goose Cotom Nettapus

Ret\h ank d Tringa totanus

Spurfow! Red Galloperdxxfuxrulam él

'
i
'
0
'

cmmepmmmmgm=-

Still Black-winged Himantopus himantopus

S e

F "o.b/n{»f VL
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Teal Cotton Nettapus coromandelianus Woodpecker Lesser Goldenbacked  Dinopium benghalense

'
'
[
'
1
0
1

L GRUIFORMES

Coot (‘A%:M Fulica atra ~——— D

Moorherr GarmaE Thioropos

Woodpecker Pigmy Dendrocopos nanus

Woodpecker Yellow fronted Pied Picoides mahrattensis

mmeeyece=qe===o

'
'
1
'
)

K. PSITTACIFORMES

]
'
'
cmeagmcemgmmange=-

e
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Moorhen Indian Gallinula chloropus Parak eet Blossomheaded Psittacula cyanocephala

Cecoaboncctcaccaccacdaaaad

B B e

Moorhen Purple Porphyrio porphyrio Parakeet Large Indian Psittacula eupatnia

J. PICIFORMES Parakeet Roseringed Psittacula krameri

SR S O

|Barber-Brewa-headed . Negatammazedantca— L. PASSERIFORMES

_WW‘-—“———-—MW Babbler Jungle Trudoides striatus

Barbet Crimsonbreasted Megalaima haemacephala Babbler Common Turdoides cautatus

Jewmadaccedemandacaccbean=

B s e T bR

Megz Babbler Large Grey Turdoides malcolm)

Barbet Large Green Megalaima zeylanica

cecey--ecye=seqecceqmco==

M Babbtertarge-Grey—  —Furdordes mmatcotm———1—

Woodpecker Blackbacked Chrysocolaptes festivus Babbler Rufousbellied u lfmma hyperythra

Dinepranr benghatense,

B e

B s S S
1
1

Babbler Slatyheaded Scimitar  Pomatorhinus horsfieldu Sf(es

/
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Babbler Spotted Pellorneum ruficeps Crow House Corvus splendens

'
'
'
¢
'

'
e e e N S e
'

'

Babbler Whiteheaded Trudoides affinis Crow Jungle Corvus levaillantii

Babbler Yellow-eyed Chrysomma sinense Drongo Black Dicrurus adsimilis

'
i

Blackbird Eurasian Turdus merula

'

e kot e g s
[
'

S L L AR e
il

Drongo Racket-tailed Dicrurus paradlscui S

'
'
i '
o D e
' '
' '

Drongo Whitebellied Dicrurus caerulescens

S
Fantail White-browed }r hipidura aureola
)\ ___F tyopdeley

———————f-x =
}\Pam;nl White-spotied Rhipidura albicollis alhacg

'
1

o e S D R L

Bulbul Blackheaded Yellow Pycnonotus melanicterus

Bulbul Green Pycnonotus striatus @bdige

A

Y 3
Bulbul Rcc)fvcmcd Pycnonotus cafer

¢

Finch-Lark Ashycrowned & 7rcm0plcrlx grisea

Bulbul Redwhishkered Pycnonotus jocosus Finch-Lark Rufoustailed Ammomanes phoenicurus

Bulbul Whnc;\browcd Pycnonotus luteolus Flowerpecker Tickell’s Dicaeum erythrorhynchos
'

Chat Bush Pied M Saxicola c#apmu: Flycaicher Asian Brown Muscicapa daurica

Chloropsis Goldfronted Chloropsis aurifrons Flycatcher Brown M&(.\'L‘lcup‘d latirostris Retton—

Chloropsis Goldmantled Chloropsis cochinchinensis Flycatcher Brown-breasted Muscicapa muttui

Crow Pheasant Centropus sinensis Flycatcher Paradise Terpsiphone paradisi

17
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Flycatcher Red-breasted

Ficedula parva

Flycatcher Tickell’s Blue ( Musercapa tickeliae

Flycatcher Verditer

"
Muscicapa thalassmna 5‘\*"

Rbicidusa-albicallis—
o

lora Common

Aecgithina tiphia

Koel

Eudynamys scolopacea

ol lonaces
} yranTy SPUCEd~

3 4
FrenToprtererer

Galerida cristata

AL DARARESS Pl

Loalbird Goldea~lronled

Chloropsis ancdrons—

Magpie-robin

Copsychus saulars

Martin Dusky Crag

Hirundo rustica

Minivet Lyllc S\«Qu‘

Pericrocotus cinnamomeus

&
¢
¢
¢
€
 J
®
&
&
L
]
&
L
&
K
&

L

#

¥

p
® @

encace
TR

oé

'YX

SPeLOVLBDOOE

+ £y
»

Minivet Scarlet

Pericrocotus flammeus

Munia Red

\Am:mdava

Munia Spotted

Lonchura punctulata

Munia Whitethroated

Lonchura malubf&nca

Myna Brahminy

Sturnus pagodarum

Myna Common

Acridotheres tristis

Myna Pied

Sturnus contra HrResus.

Nuthatch Velvet-fronted

Sitta (ronla*hs

Oriole Blackheaded

Oriolus fanthornus

Oriole Golden

Oriolus oriolus

Owlet Jungle

Glaucidium radiatum

Owlet Spotted

Athene brama

paadis]

Pipit kadian Pﬂd%&u Anthus Revessestsandias
(] 2dZ

Jedus

.

'

' '
B Lt
'
.

'
'
'
'
'

memeymemmy=c=-

'
'
'

=
'
'

)
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Pitta Indian

Pitta brachyura

Prinia Ashy

Prinia socialis

Redstart Black

Phoenicurus ochruros

Robin Indian

Saxicoloides fulicata

Robin Magpie

Copsychus saularis

Rock-thrus Blue

Monticola solitarius

Scimitar-babbler Indian

Pomatorhinus horsfieldn

Shama

Copsychus malabaricus

Shikra

Accipiter badius

Shrike Great Grey

Lanius excubitor

Shrike Baybacked

Lanius vittatus Velenewnncs.,

Shnke Brown

Lanius cristatus

Shrike Common Wood

Tephrodornis pondicerianus

Shrike Grey

Lanius excubitor

- ee
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Shrike Rufous-backed

Lanius schach

Sparrow House

Passer domesticus

Sparrow-Hawk

Accipiter nisu¢ &

Stint Temmin

Calidris temminckit

Slon/;hm G
CHail sTorE

Saxicola
{chq watfA

Sunbird Purple

Nectarinia as:g;ca

Sunbird Purple-rumped

Nectarinia zeylonica

Swallow Common

Hirundo rustica Linnaewe

Swallow Redrumped

Hirundo daurica

Swallow Wiretailed

Hirundo smithi Leacit

Tailobird Common

Ortholomus sutorius

Thrush Blue Rock

Monticola solitarius

Tt Black-lored

Parus xanthogen %‘7‘5

Tit Great—75, ,(17

Parus major

Gaccridecandeccadevaacdecanetensabkescnboceaboaacdasen
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DPeadsocitia

Treepie Indian

Dendrocitta vagabunda

Wagtail Yellow

Motacilla flava L%ﬁﬁ\&s

Wagtail Grey

Motacilla cinerea

Wagtail Large Pied

Motacilla maderaspatensis

Wagtail White

Motacilla alba l.m7‘eus

Warbler Blyth's ui e

Acrocephalus dumetorum

Warbler Yellow-browed

Phylloscopus inornatus

Weaver Blr/ d

Ploceus philippinus

White-eye Oriental

Zosterops palpebrosus

Woodshrike Common

Tephrodomis pondicerianus

Wren-Warbler Ashy

Prinia socialis

Wren-Warbler Franklin’s

Prinia hodgsonii

Wren-Warbler Indian

Prinia subflava
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M. STRIGIFORMES

Nightjar Common Indian

Caprimulgus asiaticus #n«

Nightjar Large-tailed

Caprimulgus macrurus

Owl Barn

Tyto alba

Ow! Brown Fish

Bubo zeylonensis

Owl Indian Great Horned

Bubo bubo

N. TURNICIFORMES

Quai] Grey

Coturnix cmum% )('(\

Quail Jungle Bush

Perdicula asiatica

P. UPUPIFORMES

Hoopoe

Upupa epops Lin%us
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