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Gulf returnees to back UDF
TH RUVANANTHAPURAM APR L 23 The All India Gulf Returnees
and Employees Association has announced that it would
support the UDF candidates VS Sivakumar Ramesh
Chennithala and V M Sudheeran who are contesting from
the Thiruvananthapuram Mavelikara and Alappuzha
constituencies in the May 10 Lok Sabha elections The
association said that it had decided to extend its support to
these three candidates since they had raised the problems of
Gulf expatriates in Parhament The Association said that it
would decide soon on the stand to be adopted other
constituencies

Bardhan to join campaign
The CPI general secretary AB Bardhan and the national

secretaries D Rajya and J Chitharanjan would join the
LDF s poll campaign next week According to a CPI release
here Mr Bardhan would speak at Thiruvananthapuram
Kottarakara Mavelikara Changanassery and Thrissur
between May 1 and 5 Mr Raja at Thiruvananthapuram
Adoor Alappuzha and Kollam between May 1 and 4 and Mr
Chitharanjan at Thrissur Thiruvananthapuram Adoor
Kollam and Alappuzha between April 26 and May 4 The CPI
State secretary Velryam Bhargavan would address meetings
at Kannur Kozhikode Thiruvananthapuram Muvattupuzha
Adoor Malappuram and Thrissur between April 25 and May
7

MCA admission
The Commissioner for Fntrance Examinations (CEE) has

VS seeks probe into
signboard contract

By Our Special Correspondent

TH RUVANANTHAPURAM APRIL 23
The Leader of the Opposition
VS Achuthanandan has de
manded a judictal inquiry into
the tender floated by the Tou
rism Department for installing
900 signboards all over the State
at an estimated outlay of Rs
2 25 crores

In a statement here today
Mr Achuthanandan pointed
out that the tender for sign
boards costing Rs 225 crores
had been invited when sign
boards suitable to the road con
dition in Kerala could be
installed at a cost of Rs 90 lakhs
According to specifications of
the Indian Road Congress the
Road Research Institute and the
Union Ministry of Surface
Transport two types of sign
boards could be installed in
roads in the country These
were engineering grade and
high intensity grade signboards

The Tourism Department
had however chosen to invite
tenders for a particular type of
signboard that could be used
only on super highways or on
roads that facilitate traffic at 120
km per hour Not a single road
in the State belonged to this cat
egory and the signboards
sought to be installed in the
State had not been used even
experimentally 1n any part of In
dia The signboards sought to
be installed in the State were
being manufactured by a US
company By inviting tenders
favouring this company the
Government had fooled all the
other companies in the field
Mr Achuthanandan said
The Opposition leader said

the contract would only help a
few people at the helm of the
Tounsm Department line their
pockets
The Government should or

der a judicial inquiry to ensure
that the corruption related to

a

May 19

KCHR release said

Support Inc US

invited applications for admission to the Master of
Computer Apphcations course MCA 2004 The admission
will be based on an entrance test to be conducted at

Thiruvananthapuram Ernakulam and Kozhikode from 10
am to 12 noon on May 29 The allotment of seats will be
done by the Director of Technical Education Application
forms are available at the GPO Thiruvananthapuram and
from the head post offices the headquarters of all the
other districts The last date for submitting applications is

M.Sc. Nursing rank list
The Provisional rank list of candidates who had appeared

for the entrance test conducted on April 17 2004 for
admission to MSc Nursing 2002 has been published The
results are available at the website cee kerala org
also be available at all district information offices from April
16 onwards The selection committee under the
chairmanship of the Director of Medical Education (DME)
will prepare the select list and wait list of candidates The
admission memos to the candidates selected will be issued
by the DME Candidates desirous of obtaining their mark
lists of the entrance test should apply to the Commisstoner
for Entrance Examinations before May 25

Discount for KCHR books
The Kerala Council for Historical Research (KCHR) has

decided to offer 30 per cent discount on all its publications
from today to May 3 to mark the World Book Day The
books on sale include William Logan s Malabar Manual
Travancore State Manual Kochi State Manual History of
Travancore Perspectives on Kerala History Cultural
Formation of Kerala Kerala Society Papers and District
Gazetteers Arrangements have also been made to send
books by post to research institutions and individuals
outside the State free of postage charges Details can be had
from the KCHR office at Vyloppilly Samskriti Bhavan here a

It wil

Healthcare programmes
The Indian Institute of Emergency Medical Services

(IIEMS) anon profit charitable trust in association with the
American Heart Association and the Basic Trauma Life

S organising a few programmes for the
healthcare providers in the State during the May June
period The first of them will be on basic hfe support and
the second and third on advanced level basic trauma life

support They will be held at the SN Trust Medical Mission
Hospital at Kollam on May 22 May 23 to 24 and May 25 to

The cost for installing these two
types of signboards would come
to only Rs 90 lakhs said

the signboard contract
brought to light and checked he

4

was

By Our Special Correspondent

TH RUVANANTHAPURAM APRIL 23 The CPI
State secretary Veliyam Bhargavan has
said that given the possibility of a fractious
verdict the Left parties would be called up
on to play a crucial role in the next Lok
Sabha

Participating in Janavidhi 2004 a meet
the press programme organised by the Ke
sai! Memorial Journalists Trust here today
Mr Bhargavan said there was no question
of the CPI or the other Left parties support
ing the Congress form a Government at the
Centre as long as there was no change in
the Congress economic policies Admitting
that the Left parties had entered into seat
adjustments with the Congress in some
parts of the country to defeat the BJP he
said there was no question of the Left form
ing an alliance with the Congress or the CPI

Government
The CPI leader said the Lok Sabha elec

tion would be used by the people of Kerala
as an opportunity to express their ire at the
Antony Government which had failed mi
serably on all fronts Barring the education
and health sectors no other sector had wit
nessed any Government activity and even
in these two sectors the Government s fo
cus was on commercialisation causing se
vere hardship to the people he said

Devotees who gathered at the Sree Puthenkavu Bhagavathl Temple at Elavoor near
Angamaly on Fr day respond n a frenzied cheer to the announcement that a symbolic

velupradaksh nam would take place instead of thookkam which was banned
by the authorities Photo Mahesh Har a

According to him ven Congressmen
were fed up with the fag on feud and many
of those who had traditgnally voted for the
Congress and the UDFgwere now coming

alienation of the mass@ from the Antony
Government would resglt in the LDF get
ting an unprecedented gandate in the elec

aggravate after the po The senior Con
gress leader K Karunakgran was particular
about the faction feud gging It was all per
sonal and there was no@ng political about
it he pointed out

Nexus alleged
Mr Bhargavan said were clear in

dications that Mr Kargakaran had en
tered into a secret pagj with the BJP in
Thiruvananthapuram t@ ensure that his
daughter Padmaja Venugopal won in Mu

fend its few votes in and
these could easily be trartsferred to the BJP
It was an arrangement that was meant to be
beneficial to both Mr Kagjunakaran and the

Asked to comment onthe Leader of the
Opposition VS Achuthanandans claim
that discussions were op for the entry of
some second rung leadérs of the UDF into
the LDF after the polls Mr Bhargavan said
such discussions were certainly on and that

the moment the LDF took the decision
some important constituents of the UDF
would walk over to the LDF The Lok Sabha
election would thus mark the beginning of
the end of the UDF he said

On the Wahab issue the CPI leader said
there was no difference of opimion in the
LDF on the issue The decision of the LDF

clusion of Mr P V Abdul Wahab s name in
the voters lst Now that the Nilambur tah
sildar has rejected the complaint it would
be pursued in courts of law This did not
mean that the LDF was opposed to non
resident Indians getting voting rights or be
ing allowed to contest in elections he
added

Referring to the continued incarceration
of the PDP leader Abdul Nasir Maudany
Mr Bhargavan said it was improper to have
denied him parole The law he said should
be applied equally to all On the Congress
candidate Padmaja Venugopal s reported
observation that Rayan was killed because
he was a naxalite Mr Bhargavan wanted to
know whether somebody could be killed
simply because he or she was a naxalite On
the Chief Minister AK Antony s allegation
that the Opposition was responsible for the
poster showing him and the VHP leader
Pravin Togadia the CPI leader said the
question was best put to Mr Karunakaran

-Antony's yatra at
administration:

cting
JP

AG's hinding
on all parties,
says Antony

By Our Special Correspondent

26 respectively Programmes on basic life support and
advanced cardiac life support will be held at the Muthoot
Plaza at Thiruvananthapuram on May 28 and May 29 to 30

respectively The remaining programmes will be held at the
Hotel Yuvarani Residency at Kochi that on basic life
support on June and that on advanced cardiac life support
on June 2 and 3

Holiday declared
The Union Government has declared May 10 as a holiday

for its offices in the State on account of the election to the
Lok Sabha This was announced in Thiruvananthapuram
today by TG Prabhakaran secretary Central Government
Employees Welfare Coordination Committee

JD(U) unit comes out of NDA
KOTTAYAM APR 23 The Kerala unit of the Janata Dal
(United) today came out of the BJP led National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) Kerala condemning the BJP leadership in
the State for their total failure to accommodate the interests
of the rehgious minorities backward and Dalit sections of
society Speaking to presspersons Jose Ambattu general
secretary of the JD(U) who has filed his nomination papers
in Kottayam parliament constituency said his party would
contest 1n five more segments viz Chirayinkeezhu
Ernakulam Thrissur Kollam and Kozhikode He said that his

By Our Special Correspondent
TH RUVANANTHAPURAM APRIL 23
The BJP State president PS
Sreedharan Pillai said here today
that the Navodhana Yatra being
taken out by the Chief Minister
AK Antony was morally legally
and politically wrong
The BJP leader told a press

conference that the administra
tion had been paralysed as the
Chief Minister and Ministers
were on the yatra No alternate
arrangements had been made to
run the administration Cabinet
meetings and decisions on 1m

portant matters had been post
poned The official machinery
was being misused for the yatra
he said

Moreover the Chief Minister
was using a goods vehicle for his
yatra Using such vehicles for car
rying people amounted breach of
provisions of the Motor Vehicles
Act

Asked about the Deputy Prime
Minister LK Advani taking out

similar yatra Mr Pillat sad Mr
Advani had interrupted the yatra
to do Government work in be
tween
The Pnme Minister AB Vay

payee was only addressing a sin
gle campaign meeting a day so
that he could carry out his official
work He said that the yatra was
going to be the Waterloo of the
Congress as people had realised
that they were being hood
winked For the first time the
Congress leaders had to state that
its votes would not erode After
the yatra left Kasaragod the Dis
trict Council member of the Con
gress K Narayana Bhatt and
5 000 others had joined the BJP
In Ernakulam 250 Chnistian fam
ilies belonging to the Jacobite
Latin Catholic and Orthodox
Churches were joining the party
They would be given member
ship by the party president Ven
kaiah Naidu at a function being
organised by a minority morcha
in Emakulam on April 25

ked whether having a m
morcha 1n the party re

flecked segregation Mr Pillar

veloped leadership It had several
oth morchas as feeder orga

He sard that it was clear
CPI(M) did not want a

Congress rout in the State as was
cle from the Leader of the Op
position s statement The party
was, not bringing tts national
leaders for any intense campaign
in the State People would give a
ftt ng reply to the opportunistic
stand of the two Fronts in the
State he said

Mr Pillai did not comment on
the controversy over the Elavoor
Thookam It was a serious issue
involving Thantra Sastra Neither
he nor the party had studied the
issue In deta! Replying to a ques
tion he said the SNDP was not
go ng to split over support to the
BJP The BJP was not trying to
bring any soc al organisation into
its camp

KOZH KODE APRIL 23 The Chief
Minister AK Antony today
said the view of the Advocate
General (AG) that there was no
need to refer the Marad mas
sacre case to the CBI was bind
ing on all parties which signed
the agreement hammered out
to restore peace to the seaside
village

Speaking at a meet the press
programme of the Kozhikode
Press Club Mr Antony said that
according to the agreement the
demand for a CBI probe was to
be referred to the AG for h s ex

pert opimon And the AGs
opinion submitted to the Gov
ernment was that the case could
not be referred to the CBI This
had been placed before the As
sembly and was known to all

parties to the dispute including
those who were stll demanding
the CBI inquiry He said the
AG s opinion had to be accept
ed by all those who were parties
to the agreement

SBI ambience
KOCH APR 23 After
computerising and
introducing single window
concept at all its branches in
Kerala the State Bank of
India (SBI) has started
improving the ambience of
its branches Speaking on the
occasion of dedicating the
newly refurbished Broadway

party led by the NDA convener George Fernandes would
continue in the coalition at the national! level Presence of
secular parties like the JD(U) was essential in the BJP led
coalition to ensure that sectarian agenda of the Sangh
Parivar did not get implemented by the coalition he said
His party would take an ant! UDF anti LDF and anti NDA
stance in the forthcoming Parliament elections

Election boycott
Leaders of the All Kerala Plus Two Lab Assistants

Association said here today that they their families and well
wishers would boycott the coming parliamentary elections 1n

protest against the failure of the UDF to recognise and

regularise their appointments According to its leader Johncy
Jacob they had supported the UDF in the last elections on
the basis of the promise that their postings would be
regularised 1f the UDF came to power As they had failed to
fulfil the promise the Association would work against the
UDF candidates he said For the last five years they had
been working without regular remuneration he added

branch at Frnakulam the
General Manager GM

Krishnan said branches
would soon have a new look
matching the ambtence of
the best bank branches in
the advanced countries The
SBI 1s opening an exclusive
Housing Finance branch at
Ernakulam shortly and also
branches at Thripunithura
and Pattamb1
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Spirit seized
By Our Staff Reporter

PALAKKAD APRIL 23 The Excise
Department seized 3 000 litres

Walayar check post today
The spint was brought to the

State from Tamil Nadu in 86
cans hidden in a lorry loaded
with fire wood

Government can go ahead with B.Ed.
college selection process

By Our Staff Reporter

KOCHI APRIL23 A Division Bench of the Ker
ala High Court today made it clear that the
pendency of cases relating to the selection
of self financing BEd college would not
stand in the way of the Government com
pleting the selection process and forward
ing the list of selected institutions for
starting self financing B Ed colleges to the
National Council for Teacher Education
(NCTE)
The Bench comprising Justice Cyriac Jo

seph and Justice K Padmanabhan Nair
made the observation when appeals filed
against a single judge s verdict directing the
Government to conduct afresh selection of
institutions
The judges allowed the NCTE to process

the applications of the institutions forward
ed to it by the Government in accordance
with the rules and regulations
The Bench added that any decision taken

on the matter by the Government and the
NCTE would be subject to the final decision
of the court on the appeals
The court directed that the institutions

concerned which could secure recognition
from the NCTE should not start the courses
without the permission of the court
The court said the cases were adjourned

to hear them today and also the process of
selecuon undertaken by the Government
on the basis of the High Court order had
not been completed

Marad case
The hearing on the appeal filed by the

Director General of Police and other police
officers against a single judge s order di
recting the police to furnish intelligence re
ports relating to the Marad incidents before
the Judicial Commission nquiring into the
Marad massacre had been adjourned to
May 21
The Bench had earher directed the Com

mission not to disclose any portion of the
intelligence report submitted by the intelli
gence wing of the State police and the an

HIGH COURT ROUND-UP
swers given by the intelligence agency to
certain questions put forward by the Com
mission to any persons including counsel
for parties before the Commission

Bail plea adjourned
Justice K Thankappan today adjourned

to May 27 the hearing on the petition filed
y
the jailed PDP chief Abdul Nasir Mauda

ny seeking bail in crnminal Gases registered
against him by the Sasthankotta police
The criminal cases were registered under
the provisions of ExplosivesjAct Arms Act
Unlawful Activities (Preveftion) Act in
1992 i

pan and Justice Pius C Kurtakose posted to
April 27 a quo mrit petition t

seeking to remove K Fi

nance Minister from the post for making a

speech in Thiruvananthapuram
The petitioner Yehiya of Kollam pointed

out that while inaugurating a function or

ganised in connection with the World Con
sumer Protection Day on March 14 in
Thiruvananthapuram he had said that if
any attempt were made to punish those
who indulged in adulteration of food arti
cles he would not be able to remain as
Minister
According to the petitioner the speech

had showed that the Minister was incom

petent to take action against those who in

dulged 1n adulteration of food articles
In fact his speech amounted to pleading

helplessness though he was bound to en
force the laws relating to the prevention of
food adulteration Thus he had violated the
oath of office according to the petitioner

Thookam case
A writ petition filed by Maheswaran

Bhattathirippad general secretary the Ker
ala Urayama Devaswom Board seeking po
lice protection for AK Chandrasekharan
Nair anewly appointed Sreekanyam (man
ager) of the Elavoor Temple to take charge
was adjourned to April 27
The present manger Janardhanan had

been placed under suspension by the Board
following his action in ordering demolition
of the compound wail of the temple for
conducting Thookkam Mr Nair had been

appointed in the place of Mr Janardhanan
However the committee members did not
allow him to take charge

Move for a new
faction in Congress
By Our Special Correspondent

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM APRIL 23
Congress leaders who lost the
rat race for party ticket for the
Lok Sabha elections are band
ing themselves into a new fac
tion
These Congress leaders un

der the leadership of PC
Chacko met at Anppa 75 km
from Thiruvananthapuram to
thrash out their future course of
action which ts primarily di
rected at the veteran Congress
leader K Karunakaran and the
Electricity Minister K Mura
leedharan The other promi
nent members of the group are
T Saratchandra Prasad Raymo
han Unnithan both of whom
are awaiting the withdrawal of
the suspension orders against
them and Shanimol Usman
KP Unnikrishnan 1s also ex
pected to join the faction
though he did not attend the
meeting today
After the meeting Mr

Chacko told presspersons that
many leaders including MLAs
who had quit the Karunakaran
facuon were expected to join
the new faction which he
claimed as the group

State lost 65 to 75 pc
forests in fires report

By Our Special Correspondent

TH RUVANANTHAPURAM APRIL 23
Twelve leading environmental
organisations in the State have
brought out a people s report
compiling the details of the de
struction caused by the forest
fires this summer The report
says that the damage 1s devas
tating and that the fires have
consumed between 65 and 75
per cent of the forest cover in
the State
The peoples report was re

leased by the environmentalist
S Satheeshchandran Nair at a
function presided over by the
poetess Sugathakuman here
on Thursday The organisations
that participated in the prepara
tion of the report are Greens
Prakrithi Samrakshana Samithi
Waders and Warblers Thanal
and Balavihar based in Thiruva
nanthapuram Kallar Samraksh
ana Samithi Pooyamkutty
Samrakshana Samithi Haritha
maithn Chalakkudy Samraksh
ana Samithi Malabar Natural
History Society Wayanad Prak
rithi Samrakshana Samithi and
Seek
vouredmor orless the entire
stretch of three of the four forest
ranges in the Wayanad Wildlife
Sanctuary Muthanga Sulthan
Bathery and Kuruchiad The
carcasses of 14 elephants 18

gaurs and two leopards that had
died of water scarcity were
found in the Wayanad Wildlife
Sanctuary during the last one
and a half months Forest fires
had also engulfed Chembra
Mundakkai Kuriciar Mala Ba
nasuran Kottah Kambamala
and Brahmagin areas of the
other two forest divisions 1n the
district
The situation in the other 12

districts having forest cover too
is not different The buffer zone
of the Silent Valley National
Park in Palakkad district was
totally devastated by the fires
In the adjoming Mannarghat
Forest Division around 15 000
hectares of forests went up in

flames In the Periyar Tiger Re
serve in Idukki district there
were forest fires in Mangaladevi
and Vallakkadavu areas The
Idukki Wildlife Sanctuary That
takkad Chimmini Peechi Vaz
hani Chenduram Peppara
Neyyar Kannavam Kuttiadi
Nilambur Kalladikkode Wa
layar Nemmara Nellhampathy
Athirappally Vazhachal
Pooyamkutty Neriamangalam
Adimaly Mangulam Ponmudi
and Kottoor regions too were
not spared by the fires

A detailed study 1s required
to access the exact extent of for
ests destroyed by the fires It
will be a Herculean task to ac
cess the damage to the soul wa
ter resources and ecological
wealth says the report
According to these organisa

tlons instances of fires breaking
out by themselves were rare in
the Western Ghats
The fires are sparked by peo

ple going into the forests to col
lect various forest produces
hunters and shepherds Though
on most occasions the fires are
caused inadvertently some of
the fires reported this time are

= ape
ignited

The World Bank aided Ker
ala Forestry Project ended in
December 2003 Therefore
there was scarcity of funds for
anti fire activities this time In
some areas the forest officials
themselves took little interest in
preventing or checking forest
fires since they wanted to prove
the point that the forests would
be exposed to fire threat if suffi
cient funds are not set apart for
anti fire programmes

Also unlike in the past the
tribal people were not given job
as firewatchers in several divi
sions this time and in their
place certain ruling party
members were given the job
Such people never go to the for
ests There have been instances
of former fire watchers deliber
ately setting the forests on fire
to prove their point the report
alleges

235 nominations filed
By Our Special
Correspondent

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM APR L 23
The total number of nomina
tions received for elections to
the Lok Sabha from the State
stood at 235 as nominations
closed this afternoon This in
cluded dummy candidates of
political parties in the 20 con
stituencies of the State For the
byelection from theWadakkan
cherry Assembly constituency
eight nominations have been
filed
The highest number of nom

Inations 1s in the Muvattupuz
ha Lok Sabha constituency
where 22 nominations have
been received This is followed
by Thiruvananthapuram (17)
and Kozhikode (16) As many
as 13 persons have filed nomi
nations in Kannur and Kollam
constituencies While 12 nom)
nations have been received in
Mukundapuram and Chirayin
keezhu constituencies 11

nominations each have been
filed in Palakkad Thrissur Er

nakulam Idukki Alappuzha
and Mavelikara constituencies
The lowest number of nom!

nations ts in the Adoor reserved
constituency 7 While Manjen
and Ottappalam have 8 nom
nations each Vadakara Pon
nani and Kottayam have 9
each
Scrutiny of the nominations

will take place from 11 am to
morrow April 261s the last date
for withdrawal of nominations
The prominent persons who

filed their nominations today
were NA Mohammed (Con
gress Kasaragod) V Balaram
(Congress Kozhikode) MP
Veerendrakumar (Janata Dal
Secular Kozhikode) VS Vyaya
Raghavan (Congress Palakkad)
and AC Jose (Congress Thris
sur) The Congress candidates
KA Thulasi and Benny Beha
nan filed their nominations to
contest from Ottappalam and
Idukki respectively The Kerala
Congress(Joseph) candidate for
the Idukki constituency Fran
cis George also filed his nom!
nations today

CSI suspends stir
By Our Special Correspondent

TH RUVANANTHAPURAM APRIL 23
The South Kerala Diocese of the
Church of South India (CSI) has
suspended the indefinite agita
tion which it has been organis
ing before the Secretariat for
the last three months demand
ing the restoration of the reser
vation in Government service
for Nadars belonging to the SI
UC sections

The functionaries of the dio
cese and the representatives of
organisations associated with
the stir said today that they
were suspending it on the basis
of the assurances given to them
by the liaison committee of the
UDF and in view of the 1m

pending Lok Sabha elections
They warned of reviving the

stir with renewed strength if the
assurances were not
implemented
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tion The infighting in e Congress would was to pursue the complaint relating to 1n

joining a possible Congress led kundapuram The BJP ha no reason to de

BJP he added
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to May 21 since there was no sufficient time Petition against Minister
Thankap


