The background of the problem which 1s propesed to be taken
up under the Scheme stated above is that the major sugarcane belt
in India witnessed a severe epidemic of Rederot in 123%-40 which
resulted in the disappearance of two outstanding commercial varie-
ties Co0.210 and Ce.213. The cause leading te this epidemic was
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discovcred to be the appearance of a new light strain which was

highly virulent. All subsequent work regarding testing of varietie:
was carried out with this virulent strain before the varieties were
labelled as resistant and released. Ce.455 and Cc.453 were then
found to be resistant te this strain, but by 1951-52 the percentage
of area under these varleties had fallen because these alse began
to show signs of susceptlbility to a new strain ef the fungus which
appeared at this stage, se that the position,at present is:
(i) The unpredictable nature of resistante xm of varieties givqn
oeut for cultivatioen due te sudden appearance of new and generally
more virulent strains;
(ii) Uncertainty regarding periedicity of such changes in the fungus;
(111) Edd@gc and climatic conditiens £ resvon51ble for such changes;

fﬁégr/Future varlctdl pelicy in view of this critical 31tuat19n.¢éq¢;;
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L The sugar industry is faced with a serieous preblem ef
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stabilising varlnties»fiwt%aﬁrbnonic peint ef view which glse
possess desirable quailty of resistance to this serious disease,
but in view of the fact that the causal erganism threwgzgzée viru-
lent strains under conditions so far unknown to science, it is not
possible to stablilise the varietal position in the country till
this information is forthcoming. The Indian Central Sugarcane
Committee wiiX while discussing the scheme on several occasions
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viewed this posissen with fzeat concern becaLseZ§he[§ugar industry,

o£\jha_gegn%ry~$s—thxea$eae2} The Committee therefore decided
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that the most egipesnt=men available in the cocuntry should be put

on work to find the conditions under which more virulent forms of

the organism appeared and.mhLaher—it—was~poss&b%e-to combat the
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disease after this knowledge was available, er-to
measures so as to reduce the multiplication and production of new

strains. The Committee therefore felt that in view of the gravity
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