
feesThe background of the problem which 1s proposed to be taken

up under the Scheme stated above is that the major sugarcane belt
in India witnessed a severe epidemic of Rederot in 103Q-40 which

vesulted in the disappearance of two outstanding ccormercial varie-
tics Co.210 and Cc,.213. The cause leading te this cpidemic was

“4 ihe Prams ol Oratodiscovered to be the appearance of a new light strain which was

hichly virulent. All subsequent work resarding testing of varictic:s
was carried out with this virvlent strain before the varieties were

labelled as resistant and released. Ce.455 anc Cc.453 were then

found to be resistant to this strain, but by 1951-52 the percentage
of area under thcse varieties had fallen because these also becan
to show signs cof susceptibility te a new strain of the furcus which

appearcd at this stage, so that the position,at present is:
(i) The urpredictable nature of resistante xm of varictics given

out for cultivation due to sudden appearance of new and gencrally
more virulent strains;

(it) Uncertainty regarding periodicity of such changes in thfungus;
(iii) }Bdafic and clinatic ecnditions 2 responsible for such changes:
ie) Puture varictal pclicy in view of this critical situation. then.Coeial riwpj dusters

The sugar incustry is faced with a serious problem of
jan!‘arty

:

a . .stabilising varieties fron agrononiec peint of view which also
possess desirable quality of resistancc to this serious disease,

s s 7 1but in view of the fact that the causal erganism threws,more
Cy

lent strains under conditions so far unknown to science, it is not
possible to stabilise the varietal position in the country till
this information is forthcoming. The Indian Central Surarcane
Committee wkkk while discussing the scheme on several occasions

: - . Prowl Se mo esses Wetviewed this pesttrorn with greet concern because) the/sugar industry,
$ The Covmittee therefore decided

that the most epi pewbasen available in the country should be put
on work to find the conditions uncer which more virulent forns of

lo pwd Wat.the organism appeared an’ whékher-tt-was nossipie- to conbat the
adn? he ty Perey.discase after this knowledse was available, er-to ‘pale other

measures so as to reduce the multiplication and prceduction of new
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strains. The Comittee therefore felt that in view of the gravity
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of the problem no expenditeVas too sreat and therefore

receomicncded that a senior officer may be selected anc higher
initial salaryBd offered tc attract hin to tale uv the researbh
work in the direction stated above, personality. Keening in

Wwe eh Og tay! i ypview the intrifacy of the problen involved E reeeenc Dr. E.L.
Chona, one of the senior-nost My colozists in the country who

has about 27 years of experience in :1xyeclogical research and

has been cealing with problems relating to suzarcane diseases
for the last 18 years be entrusted with this tas. I also
recceiviend that he be ott owed 20 per cent deputation allowance
to take up the worl: pronosed by the Indian Central Sugarcane
Comnittec if it is not vossible to give hin an initial solary
of Tse 1, 000/~ . . -


