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One Day workshop on

Building framework for studying carrying capacity of Uttara Kannada district

1

None can dispute over the ecological and socio economic significance of

Western Ghats (SAHYADRI) and Coastal region in Karmataka. However, these

biogeographic regions are being constantly destroyed and degraded over the years.

Reasons may be many, but the lack of proper conservation and developmental plan

for these ecologically unique regions emerges out as the major one. While

industrialization, expansion of agriculture and urbanization taking place with rapid

speed all over the country, the same is being imposed in the region by the state

without looking their long term negative impacts. Though Environmental Impact

Assessment (ELA) for any given major project is mandatory as per the Environment

Protection Act, 1986, often such studies end up paving the way for the project itself}

It is ironical to see that hundreds of different developmental projects, which have been

thorough such test over the last decade in Sahydri region, have ultimately caused huge

damage to the environment and people. There is an urgent need, therefore, of

redefining the objective and methodologies of such Environment Impact Assessment

studies keeping the larger ecosystem and long term impacts in mind.

Such an effort is being planed in Uttara Kannada now. Having both saydri and

coastal regions along with deccan pleatue region, this district is known for its richness

in natural resources. Even after having so many mega developmental projects
je like

hydel dams and nuclear power stations, this ecologically sensitive region is being

further subjected to further lamage. Having experienced the lacuna ofEIA procedure,

which looks at the project in very minute scale and limited focus, we are badly in

need of developieng an alternative frame work for assessing the impacts of any

developmental project that require habitat alteration, keeping the ecology & socio-

economic sustainability of the region in long run. Therefore, this workshop is being

organized for design such a framework for the district. That will not only help to

unearth the limitations of EIA of developmental projects, would also lay guidelines

for. taking up conservation and sustainable development works in the region in long
run. Thus, this workshop is intended to generate such a benchmark for policy framing

process in order to govern the developmental issues in the district. Such model can



>
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later be extrapolated/extended/modified to the jther regions of Karnataka also so that

a larger alternative developmental plan can be evolved.

The possible themes (Tentative):
1.

2.

The landscape ecology and their role in ecological services.

Biodiversity & its socio-economic significance ( non tangible resources like

medicinal plants, wild variants of crop plants, birds, insects, mammals and so

on)

3 . Natural resources and their socio-economic significance (relatively tangible
resources like MFP, minerals, timber, sand, etc.)

4. Traditional agriculture practices, products and their socio-ecological

significance

5. Traditional fishery practices., products and their socio-ecological significance
6. Economic value of traditional: lifestyle, skills &. value systems.( For instance,

culture specific ecofriend y practices, use of local & biodegradable resource

etc.)

. Theoretical lacuna in present EIA of developmental projects and need of
alternative framework ( Apart form the implementing level faults/corruptions
etc. )

Scope for alternative development plans in the district which are ecologically
sustainable, economically viable and socially equitable.( In-land fisheries,
medicinal pant farming, intensive horticticulture, value addition agriculture

etc.)

9. Possibilities of having the alternative plans for energy production (Wind/
Solar/ biogas etc.)
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