Zefar Futehslly Flat 3305 Oskwood II,
Jekkasendra,
Koremangela 8th Main,
BANGALORE - 560 O34

Tele.Noz 5533684

- 10th Jemery 1994

19 Chbbon Road, el
BANG ALORE -~ 560 001

My dear M, Jegom

: Thepk you for sending me & copy of your
.Hote to the Secretsry Horticulture. The proposals
you have made &re excellent and I hope that the
authorities will respond.

A

- With regard to our discussion about

centralising the secounts of the Crnithological

. Society ond the Newsletter, I enclose a copy of
‘a Note from Assheesh Fittie. JFerhaps you would
like to discuss this with Sridher eand through >
correspondence with /Ashe Sgkhlani and finelise the
procedure. I would be very greteful if you could
hoeve this done eerly se that the Sccounts for the
current yeer could be properly méintained.

- Spidhey said that it might be more practical
to keep the accounts of the Hewsletter and the OS5I
separete, and this is samething which the three of
you should éacide and finelise.

With &l good wishes.

Yours umnly,

‘ e ' zafer Futohluy /
CesCe Mre S Spidhér.
: ; ]
.. Mrs. Ashe Sechlemi. with ‘mm:fh m’“‘ 3 M,,

,—’)P 500a17
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ZAFAR PUTEHALLY Flat No 2205, Oakwood,
8th Main, TIII Bloc}‘:p
Koramangala,
BANGALORE=560 034,

Phone s 5533684

January 22, 1994

Dre.Walter J.Bock,
Ceolumbia University
In the City of New York,
Box No 37, Schermerhorn Hall,
New York, NY 10027,
UeSeAo

‘Dear Dr.Walter Bock.,

Thank you very much for your letter of 7th January, 1994, which
came a couple of days ago. Let me also wish you a very happy new
year. I know that this is an important year for you because of the
International Ornithological Congress in Austria.

Your letter needs a very careful reply and for the moment I am
sending copies to Asha Saklani and to the Regional Secretaries of the
Ornithological Society of India. By a copy of this letter I am
requesting them to send me a detailed reply on the various points you
have raised relating to the possibility of holding a Congress in India,
where facilities for 2000 people would be reguiszed. “TFf 15 certainiy a
daunting task, but in view of the great interest which has developed
in Ornithology in this Country, perhaps, a suitable venue with the
necessary facillities can be arranged. Perhaps this could be held in a
i6axrge citvy Bombay, Bangalore or Delhi. However, I will write to
you again after I have heard from the Regional Secretaries.

‘ With all good wishes,

Yours sinjfrely,

(zaFAR FUTEHALLY)

Dr.Asha Chandola Saklani
Aasheesh Pittie\ _—
Abdul Jamil Urfi
Abraham Verghese
M.K.Himmat Sinji
Iavkumar Khachar

Prakash Gole

Rishad Naoroji

Asad Rahmani

Seoridhar




COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY in the City of New York | New York, NY 70027, U.S.A.
DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

WALTER J. BOCK, BOX 37, SCHERMERHORN HALL
Tel. 1-212-854-4487 Fax. 1-212-865-8246

7 January 1994

Mr. Zafar Futehally

Flat 2205, Oakwood Apartments
Jakkasandra Layout

Koramangala, 3rd Block, 8th Main
Bangalore 560-034, INDIA

Dear Mr. Futehally:

First of all | would like to wish you all the best for a happy and successful
1994.

| still regret not being able to attend the ornithological meeting in Bangalore.
But | was able to complete my manuscript (over 120 pages) on Professor Mayr’s
contributions to systematics and evolutionary biology, read the proofs of my
contribution to the J.B.S. Haldane memorial volume being published in Calcutta,
and attend a meeting in Oxford on planning for the 1994 ornithological congress in
Vienna.

But | am still concerned about the possibility of an invitation from the Indian
ornithologists for a future congress. One of the main reasons why | regret missing
the Bangalore meeting is that | am anxious that the momentum for this invitation is
not stopped. | would like to ask you whether this idea was discussed at the
Bangalore meeting, and if so, what progress has been made. Important to me is to
know which persons are central to developing an invitation for an ornithological
congress in India, and for planning and running such a congress. And | am
interested in knowing which cities in India have been discussed as possible
congress sites. |s Bangalore a possibility for a site of such a congress? Are the
facilities available for a congress of between 1500 and 2000 members? And |
would appreciate learning from you the names of those ornithologists with whom |
should remain in closest contact. :

Most important are the ideas of possible nominations for the position of the
Secretary-General. This person is totally central to all planning and running of a
congress. The Secretary-General must a person with excellent organizational,
leadership and communication skills. The person does not have to be a leading
scientist, but must be respected by the ornithological community. And it is not
necessary for the Secretary-General to be an older senior person. Many aspects of
policy, scientific and other, can be decided by the national committee of the host




country. It is best for the Secretary-General to reside in the city where the
congress will be held.

In additional to the Secretary-General, another important position is the
chairperson of the National Committee. For this position, it is best to have an older
senior person who is highly respected by the ornithological community of the host
country. This person should be someone who can interact well with the Secretary-
General, and serve as an intermediate between the President and Secretary of the
IOC and the Secretary-General in the case of problems in the planning of the
congress. The chairperson of the National Committee generally does not have
much direct work in the planning and organization of the congress, but serves
mainly as an overseer of policy and of the general planning. We have found that it
is very valuable to have a second avenue of contact between the officers of the
IOC and the Secretary-General in the case of problems developing with the
Secretary-General and/or the planning of the congress. This has happened in the
past and there have been some difficult problems in the absence of a strong person
as the chair of the National Committee.

| hope to have a long discussion with all members of the Indian delegation to
the Vienna Congress, and to be able to visit India as soon as possible, There are
still many things for me to learn about Indian ornithology and Indian ornithologists
which are best done during a visit to India. And | am certain that there are many
fascinating things for me to learn, and many ornithologists, including you, to meet.

Lastly, | would like to congratulate you and all other Indian ornithologists on
the founding of the Ornithological Society of India. | would appreciate learning
more about this society and information about becoming a member.

| hope that you will be able to take part in the Vienna congress, as | an

anxious to meet you. In not, | look forward to meeting you on my next visit to
India.

With my very best regards.

Sincerely yg\;}ﬂ@ﬁ
RO

Walter Bock
Secretary, 10C




Zafar Futehally i Flat 2205 Oakwood II
Jakkasandra
President 0.5.1. ‘ Koramangala 8th Main
. BANGALCRE — 540 034

Tel. No & 5533684

end Ilae et 1954

All Regional Secretaries of Uhe
Ornithological Society of India.

éZZHSAﬁCQA,

Dear

The Lime bras come to decide (a8 i the activities and
responsibilities of Lhe Regional Secrelaries. To arrive at & ~clear
picture we will have to do some hack and forth correspondence. g1
does not matter if we delay finalising the structure of Ulhe Gl . it
believe that much of the ground work has already been done by Asha
Salkhlani, but T have nol yetl received a <clear opiclure from her
regarding the bye—laws, memberhsip fees, benefits from being & member
gf the OS5, elc. The slowness of the post, and the long distances in
India &are going  lto Be =« problem L0 which we have Lo reconcile
purselves.

For the moment, may I suggest that you think aboul undertaking
the following achivities i—
Prepare & list of the existing and potential members of the 081 in
your region.

Eetabliching contacel with Lhe developmenl agencies in your Fegion,
whcther 'i% be the Head of the Panchayat, the <Colleclor af = Ghe
District, or the Secretary of lhe Deparitment of Ervironmenlt of the
State. Try and keep an eye on the projects which have been plannec
with a view to finding oul whether they are likely to damage Lhe
natural environment, and the manner in which these praojecls can b
modified or diverted. For example, a road planned through & forestl
often has a deleterious effect because it provides access for
poaching. A wetland which is planned to be drained is of course
something to be strongly resisted.

The use of pesticides must be slowly replaced with bio—-control
agenls. The extension of agriculture intlo unsuitable areas i
ecologically damaging: ForF: -ope  thing, Crops cannol oW
successfully in places where the lop z0il has vanished.On the olher
hand these marginal scrub lands play & valuable role as habitals
for birds and smaller animals.

Identify serious birdwalchers who can he assigned projecls. Ef
Lhey need financial assistance, this can be considered.

Create & Data Base of ecological information pertaining to bird
life from your own area through newspaper and magazine cubbings,
radio bhroadcasts, discussions witlh afficials and non—officials,elc.

Consider a project for identification of Ficus trees in your Fegian
and having them numbered with a suitable plague of the OB1 on b

These are a few tLhoughls Llo enable yvou Teo clear G youlr OWNR ideas
about what you should do as a Regional Secrelary, and I would greatly
value your response al your CONVENLIBNCce .

Yours sincerely,

&
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AASHEESH PITTIE
14-7-370 Begum Bazaar, Hyderabad - 500 012. India. Phone : R:35683 / 0:43264.

REF: Your: Dt. 1.3.94.

April 24, 1994

Mr. TV B Erishna Raao
11/661 Robertson Pet
MACHILIPATNAM — 521 001
Erishna District

ANDHRA FRADESH

Dear Mr Erishna REaco,

At the outset let me apologise for the delay in replying to
yaur above referred letter, enquiring details of membership of
the Ornithological Society of India.

If you are a reader of the Newsletter, you will realise how
new the 081 is and that it will take some more time for it to
begin functioning as an organisation which encompasses the entire
Conintry.

I shall get in touch with you no sooner membership forms are
received from the 081 Secretariat. I the meantime, I will be
glad to be of any other assistance to you in the field of bird-
watching.

You must be aware of the Birdwatcher’s Society of A.P.,
which had its AGM recently and will begin to function with a new
erecutive committee, scon. I will send you the membership form of
the BSAP and some of its old publications. It would be good if
you became a member of this society.

Happy birdwatching!

For OENITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF INDIA

AASHIEESH FPITTIE
Feglanal Secretary — AF




gicars fasafaensa, shsio (sigas)

Dr. Asha Chandola-Saklani FA Sc

Professor in Zoology

Grestin
procesdings of the

of India. A

immediately went to H@nqaiwrﬁ
with vou all but was disappointed sinc
nmunh I must admit
than made up ).
tend the Vienna Congr
we may try ‘

ing
numbered

that the encounter :lightful

g s group
indlar delegates at the Congress. Looking forward
With warm regar

YOLITS

Chandola-Sak
be in Delhi on
Faiagopal,
Delhi, Ph. hFSH
would be a

EMz and RFRs.

Reproductive & Wildlife Biology Unit

Post Box 45

Garhwal University

Srinagar, Garhwal U.P.

246 174 India

Ph. (01388) 2407 Off
2215 Res

Fox 04297 2174




PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING OF GENERAL BODY OF ORNITHOLOGICAL
SOCIETY OF INDIA (0OSI) HELD IN SRINAGAR GARHWAL ON 2.5.1994 AT
L1000 A.M.

Following members of the 0SI were present

Prof. Asha Chandola-Saklani
B Mapjit Bhindsa

Dr. Pramesh Lakhera

Dr. Dinesh Kumar Sharma
Dr. Vinod Kumar

Dr. Dinesh Bhatt

Dr. Kanchan Pant

Dr. Harjeet K. Saini

Dr. Jaswinder Singh Sandhu
Dr. Gopu Kumar Nair

DM S " Bight

BSri. B K. Choudhary

Sri. Umed Singh Rauthan
Miss. Suman Rawat

Minutes of the meeting of General Body (GB) of OSI held on 25
May 1992 were confirmed.

Following decisions were taken:

1. In view of the apparent confusion regarding the structure of
0SI reflected from reports published in recent issues of News
Letter for Bird Watchers (NLBW) it was resolved as desired by
the adhee President Sri Zafar Futehally: the recent
correspondence regarding these matters be circulated among
all Regional Representatives (RRs) and Executive Members
(EMs) (Enclosure I & II)

2. a. 1t was noted that all matters pertaining to objectives,
membership fees, Executive committee etc. had been decided
when the society papers were submitted for registration way
back in 1991/92 in accordance with Indian Registration Act
1860.

b. It was also decided that the membership fees should be kept
ag. resolved earlier (Rs. 5008 - [i1fe member. Bs: 58 =
Ordinary member, Rs. 25 = Student membership, with an
admission fee of Rs. 10) for the Indian subcontinent (vide

051 bye-laws). This does not include the subscription to —

NLBW.
House wvas 1informed by the ad-hoc Secretary General that
Membership forms with the requisite information (objectives,
membership fees, names of the ad-hoc executive committee etc)

were sent in May 1992 to Zafar Futehally for publication in NLBW




(see reference to it NLBW vol. 32 No. 9 & 10 pp. 1) although not
vet published).

3. House was apprised of a meeting held by the ad-hoc President
and ad-hoc Secretary GCeneral with a group of ,Ornithologists
in Bangalore on July 23, 1992 in which the ad-hoc Secretary
General informed the Bangalore group about the registration
af  the QOSI, its objectives, membership fees etc. Zafar
Futehally who is also the editor of NLBW informed in this
meeting that NLBW will serve as the News letter of the O0SI.
In this meeting the ad hoc President in consultation with ad
hoc Secretary Ceneral suggested that RRe be appointed in
order +to provide a wider network. These decisions were now
approved by the GB.

1t was noted that the status of RRs and EMs needs to be
clarified. EMs are those who were nominated by the Founder
Members (FMs) to run the affairs of the Society till general
elections are held (with Zafar Futehally and Asha Chandola-
Saklani as President and Secretart General of the ad hoc
body) . Whereas RRs were nominated later by the President in
consultation with the Secretary General of the ad-hoc
executive committee thus formed.

Unfortunately through some error the Executive committee members
and RRs got clubbed together and appeared as Executive committee
of the OST (BWNL veal S4.Ne. | pp. 1 & 2)

The house has now approved the Executive Committee, RRe &
Financial Advisor as follows till the general elections:

Executive members (As per bye-laws number not to exceed 15
ordinarily) .

Zafar Futehally (President)

Asha Chandola-Saklani (General Secretary)
Dinesh Kumar Sharma (Treasurer)
S. Sridhar

Asad Rahmani

R.K. Bhatnagar

Boney Piloo

Pardeshi Lal

Manjit Dhindsa

B.M Parasharya

Rishad NaoroJi

Ashish Pittie

R. N. Saxena

S. Subramanya

Vinod Kumar




Regional Representatives

Ashish Pittie Andhra Pradesh
Abraham Verghese - Bangalore

Abdul Jamil Urfi Delhi

Asad Rahmani Al igarh

Dinesh Kumar Sharma Himachal, Garhwal & Kumaon
Himmat Sinhji Gujarat

Lavkumar Kachar - Gujarat

Manjit Dhindsa - Punjab

Prakash Gole Pune

P K Salkia Assam

Rishad Naoroji Bombay

K. K. Sharma Eastern U.P. & Bihar
C. Shashi Kumar Kerala

Ranjit Daniels Madras

Financial Advisor to 0OSI : M. G. Muthanna

B It was resolved that the RRe and EMs who have not vet become
members of the 0SI, do so at the earliest.

Honouring the repeated requests of the President Zafar
Futehally (through personal letters and NLBW) the house
resolved that suggestions for an alternative President be
invited from all Executive members (including ZF) & RRs.
(Zafar Futehally ofecourse sghall cenbtinue to 'be on & the
executive & the guardian angel of the society).

It was also resolved that biedata (clurricul um vitae &
contributien to Ornithology)of all EMs and RRs be invited for
records of the Society. -

The statement of OSI accounts was presented. Hence:

Rs.
4,580/~
Nil
4,580/~

Earnings from membership fees
Expenditure
Bal ance

i I B T

It was. resolved that an auditor be identified for perledic
auditing of 0OSI accounts.

The meeting concluded with a vote of thanks to the Chair.




2 January, 1994
Mr. Zafar Futehally
Editor
Bird Watchers News letter
Bangalore

Dear Zafar,

I was very disappointed at not having been able to see you
before leaving Bangalore during the 0SI meeting. I was very sad
that the promised meeting (to finalise 0SI) was postponed to
14th Nov. I came specifically for that purpose and had I known
about it I would have come on 14th morning and not on 12th.
Anyway, I got together and talked to A. Verghese, Sridhar and
Chakraborty. All four of us have a good rapport and we felt with
our similar views and attitudes we could work together very well.

In the meanwhile I have received your letter informing me of
the appointment of the regional secretaries etc. It is all very
well and I am happy that something that started in the confined
environs of these mountains is spreading so beautifully. However,
I have a few reservations:

1. In the present framework the Founder members who actually

" founded the society as well as Executive members have been
totally ignored. (If you recall the Founder members had
nominated an interim Executive committee which elected you and
me the President and Secretary-General respectively of this
committee to look after the affaires of the society
temporarily). This is not what I had envisaged. When we
founded the society we wanted it to be a forum for all
including coneervationists, naturaliste and scientists.

I would like the executive committee members who are good
representatives of studies going on Avian Biology and Ecology
in the country, teo cintinue teo play a vital role in 0OSI.

OSI will continue to organise seminars in different parts of
the country as it did recently in Bangalore but the Head
ofiice will not change with every conference. The society was
started in Srinagar and the head office according to the
registation certificate is at Srinagar with the secretary and
treasurer based there. You can have a suboffice at Bangalore
and open a Regional branch of 0SI & have your own treasurer.




vise-versa.

total membership fee t
draft (&4 Re 40/~
subscribtion.

The objective of the OSI as they appeared on the Bangalore
conference brochure were not the same as agreed upon earlier
(see enc.). They are heavily skewed towards ornithologists
from one walk of bird life.

I shall be grateful to you if you read this letter carefully
and respond at the earliest, In any case I request you not to
publish the decisions You took on 14th November before finalising
the points raised by me in this letter. As I see it there is
absolutely no problem if atleast
executive committee me e of. As for'membership

“fee I had already discussed with Sridhar et al and they agreed

that the money could be sent periodically from here to cover
BWNL charges. They had also agreed on the 0SI objectives as had
appeared earlier in BWNL. Somehow you have got the imppression
that I don't have much time for 0SI. If 1 wae not very active

whole affair.
much interested in the 0SI and I want it to be as "“all
encompasing" as possible. However, if you do not agree with me

on the executive) you can g0 ahead but in that case I will have
no recourse but to withdraw and function separately. I do not
want this to happen. I entreat you to consider the pointes raised
during all my conversations with you and in. this letter. For me
it was, shall ever be, ever so beautiful to see something that
started in remote mountaines of Himalaya spread up to Nilgiris.
All can umbrella with you as the figure head ,
(for heaven sake donot exclude the so called avian scientists who

‘have earned a name for themselves)

I await your response eagerly. Please write soon because I
have to call a meeting of the founder members who nominated the
executive ( in accordance with the bye laws of the Society )and
send a report to the Registrar of Societies as required by the
Society Act.

With warm regards and love to you both.

Asha Chandola-Saklani




ZAFAR FUTEHALLY 2205, Oakwood, 8th Main,
3rd Block, Koramangala,
Bangalore - 560 034.

PHONE : 5533684

January 12, 1994

My dear Asha,

Thank you for your letter of 2nd January., which as per your
advice I have read carefully twice over. I agree with almost everything
you say, and if it is necessary. I would like to repeat that I, and
everyone here, are very conscious of your valuable contribution to
Indian Ornithology through the Srinagar Seminar in November., 1991, when G
you established the OSI. Naver D T contarhy ) byl wills e e byx ~Grkd b
Bitne imielory w192 T ¢ vend fa esglets precn ot dle docund
We have been asking you for copies of/the Registration Certificate,
the Bye-laws etc. for sometime, but not having received these. We are not
aware of what legal formalities are involved, who are the first members
of the Executive Committee, etce. i Hbun - E’ﬂb/%?i.
Since you are keen to have the Head Quartersand Treasurer of the
OSI in Srinagar and are prepared to undertake the keeping of accounts,
etc. I suggest you go ahead in the way you wish. ‘

You say that I should not publicise the decisions taken in the
14th November meeting. This may create unnecessary confusion. The
decision taken were in the Plenary Session of the OSI, and I have reported
these in the Newsletter of Nov/Dec.1993, which has been delayed in the
Press, but which should be mailed next week. ;

There is nothing sacrosant about these decisions. All that 1S
really now necessary is that the Regional Secretaries from the North
should be added on and that the Treasurer should be in Srinagar. Since
it was agreed that the "Power Centre" should be in the Regions, the
Regional Secretaries will keep Srinagar informed about their activities,

. funds, etc.

Will you therefore circulate your letter of January 2nd, and
this reply to all Regional Secretaries, and the members of the AD HOC
Ex.Committee you had formed, and then arrive at a decision about
membership fees, Excutive Committee, Regional Representatives, Letzfrheagggg
and all other details. e e s
e /C’ W,qupCHfADAA QM?J”J'
Please also decide on the new President in consultation with féurJ6/
Executive Committee and the Regional Secretaries and let me know about ,«7)°
it soon, so that I can formally step down. If you wish, I will remain  ,¢ /'

on the Executive Committee. S avE
. \[OM .
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Finally, for the moment, we will
the Newsletter for Birdwatchers with the
NLBW, the annual subscription of Rs.40/-
as is being done hitherto.

Wishing you every happiness that
for in our interesting Country.

Dr. Asha Chandola-Sgklani FASC
E.Bo No: 45,

Garhwal University

Srinagar,

GARTHWAL U.P

% | A
not mix up’ the accounts of
membership of 0SI. For the
should be sent to S.Sridhar

an Ornithologist could hope

/VUH1

Yourélfincerely,

Q{ék e

(ZAFAR FUTEHALLY)
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Date 3 3rd Sept., 1094
Mr Noritaka Ichida ‘
Wild Bird Soclety of Japan
Moyana Flower Building,
1-61-4, Shih}lya, Shibuyaeku
LOKY0 180, JAPAN

Jyear Mr Ichida,

We immensely thank you- for the Demand Draft lNo, 1889%
dated 30,09.94 for Rs, 15,800/- (R5. FIFTEEN THOUS AND
FIVE HUNDRED ONLY) on Vijaya Bank, Bangalore in fawur
of OSI Seminar 1993 account, being the amount towrads
Publication of 'Bird Conservation Strategies for the
Nineties and Beyond! during the Seminar held in Nov'93,
sent thmough Dr S A Hussain.

We enelose herewlith the receipt of the same,

We thank you once again for your kind and invaluabde
kelp.

Yours gincerely,

ol

e

(OSI Liaison Officer)

Copy tc ¢ 1) Dr S A Hussain, No, 5, Jalan
~"oc0 ) 9/8Dy 46000 Petaling Jaya
sonf o nroS86langor D.E.y MALAWIA

o e ianhat ot DLty

/ Se =545, 'Prem Parvat', Road No, 7
Ben jara Hills, HYDERABAD « &S00 034

Enel 3 1 receipt,
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DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGY, HN B GARHWAL UNIVERSITY
SRINAGAR GARHWAL, UP 246 174

Asha Chandola-Saklani, Box 45,
Tel. 01388-2407 ( 0), 2215 (R), Fax 01388-2407

6 December 1994
Dear Asheesh,

| have just been wondering if you at all received my letter which was sent to you with the
minutes of the last meeting of the members of OSI. As promised | also sent a few OSI brochures
last month with a personal note. But as you may have heard this area has been undergoing
considerable agitation against 27% reservation for the so-called OBC(which constitute less than
2% of the population here) and a separate state. With the post offices banks etc closed for long
periods we have evidence of our mail going astray- so please let me know. The offices, univresity
is closed even now and the PO. Bank are allowed to function only thrice a week. Zafar once wrote
to me that | must write atleast one letter every month to the Regional representatives. | may not
have been so good but | did write the above mentioned two letters to the Exec. members and the
RRs.

There are several aspects | wanted to discuss.

1) First, to ensure better communication please provide me with your telephone numbers (both
office and residence) and fax. Due to the current closure of the university the earlier No. is not
accessible so please use the one given above and highlighted here also (01388 - 2407, if you fax
during the day before 19:00 hrs you will first have to ask for the fax tone since the machine is
connected to my laboratory phone. After that no problem.)

2) We must now start thinking of the next conference of OSI (when we shall also have the meeting
of the executive committee and the regional representatives - money is not all what counts but
you MUST become a valid member atleast before that ! ) Any suggestions for the venue ?
Time would be around Durga puja/Dussehra holidays. | have written to some members and
several possible venues are indicated. More suggestions from the executive members and
regional representatives are yet to come but considering the ornithological activity my preference
would be Gujarat. In case you would like to host it please let me know. Srinagar is ofcourse
always open but we already had the first meeting here. | regret very much your absence then. We
missed you at the Bangalore meeting also (or is it you arrived after | left ?). | would have liked
very much to meet you and, OSI apart, find out more about your work and tell you of our interests.
Apart from our pure scientific researches on birds(ecology and ecophysiology of the seasonal
phenomena e.g. reproduction, migration, molting ) we are very much involved with Himalayan
pheasants and their conservation. In fact that was one of the reasons why | chucked my plum job
at Banaras Hindu University and came to the wilderness of mountains some eleven years ago.
Please do keep some time free in Oct/Nov when we hope to have the OSI symposium wherever it
may be held. You must come please and deliver a special invited lecture on nomenclature or
whatever you like. Apart from that | envisage a much greater role for the Exec. members in the
organisation of the academic program by way of organising specific sessions, by giving ideas and
suggestions as to the format, themes, invited speakers etc. This will maintain a continuity despite
the change in, and preferred themes (if any) of, the iocal organisation. So please start thinking
about it and also let me know if you would like to host the next meeting (1997) if not this one.
Thanks.




3) Zafar wanted me to write about how | envisage the future of OSI. OSI was started with the
chief aim of bringing together people working in different fields of Ormithology. Through interaction
and a joint effort we can promote much better the interest of birds, and, our interest in birds and
also project better the image of Indian ornithology at international fora. The idea was OSI| would
provide this platform without interfering with the individual activities of the respective people,
groups and fora working with and for Birds. | am convinced we can achieve it especially as we
have discovered so many wonderful people through it - very specially, dedicated people. Together
we can work wonders. | am very very optimistic now. Through the Srinagar Symposium we have
identified the Avian Biologists chiefly (including the Agricultural Omighologists whose work was
greatly highlighted). Through the Bangalore Symposium we have identified a majority of folks
working on Applied Ornithology chiefly Conservationists and Agricutural Omithologists. The
interaction and interest and good feelings generated among ornithologists through these symposia
is no mean achievement. The best thing is we have got to know about the existence of the "other”
ornithologists ! Through interaction we shall keep evolving constantly. The best way would be to
identify and assign tasks among ourselves.

There was some confusion about the Exec. members and RRs which | hope must be clear
from the minutes | sent earlier. You see, initially when the society was registered,as in any other
society vide the statutes there was provision for executive members who would help run the
society. The idea of a networking through Regional Representatives came up later which we find
very attractive, and, would ensure actual action and would be very useful in attaining the chief
goal of OSI (which is to bring all ornithologists of the country together thus giving them more
strength - which is very very important today considering the insensible exploitation of nature's
biodiversity). The executive body may keep getting restructured periodically . RRs are people
who have been identified with a special purpose and are envisaged to provide greater stability,
and ofcourse action, thus playing a vital role. The necessary amendments shall be made in the
statutes in due course. What is important is action - it is immaterial who works where in what
capacity. Lets justget going.

CZ;) The Secretariat is in the process of preparing an inventory of all ornithologists in the

untry. It will be the forerunner of a Directory/Handbook of Ornithologists to be published by OSI
with short biographical sketches. | shall circulate a copy of the list to all Exec. members and
Regional representatives, as soon as ready, for additions and comments before we can print it.

In the meanwhile | shall request you to identify the people you know working in your field of
interest / in your area and send me a list. Thank you very much. The network of RRs is going to
be most helpful in this direction identifying active ornithologists in their respective regions. As |
see it, broadly speaking we can identify three directions along which ornithology is progressing in
India. ( And all are well represented on the Executive, which is a sprinkling of all disciplines, and
on the Network of Regional representatives which in addition is location-based). Your comments
are most welcome. Please write directly to me.

a) There is a strong group of Avian Biologists who, although spread all over the country, can trace
their origin to Indian Universities (Banaras Hindu Univ, UP, and M.S. and Saurasthra Universities
in Gujarat) which were and continue to be great centres of Omithological activity. Calcutta
University is also known for the Omithologists it produced. This group is characterised by folks
like late A.B. Misra who laid the foundation of Avian biology in India and his coworkers at BHU,
J.P.Thapliyal (retd. ex chairman Zoology dept. BHU, Academy Fellow & father of exptl.
ornithology in India,), J.C. George, late R.M. Naik (FAOU), Asok Ghosh (retd. Chairman Zool,
Calcutta Univ.& Academy Fellow), V.C. Shah, R.N. Saxena (present Chairman, Dept. Zool., Delhi
Univ. Academy Fellow), P.D. Tewary (Chairman, Dept. Zool., Ban. Hindu Univ.), Bonny Pilo
(Chairman Zool. and Editor PAVO the only Indian Ornithol. journal- running in its 32nd yr), R.




Subbaraj (MKU), B.N. Bhattacharya (ecomorphology, Calcutta), Vinod Kumar (a prolific youngster
at Lucknow Univ), C.M. Chaturvedi, C. Haldar, P. Lal, D. Bhatt, etc.etc. This category was not
aware of the vast ornithologist community of the country with the exception of perhaps Salim Ali
and Zafar Futehally, and perhaps even of their own status as ornithologists | Thank heavens
through OSI many have already changed their outlook. b) There is another strong group working
on Agricultural Ornithology and Ecology spread all over the country characterised by
M.S.Dhindsa, Sandhu and their large group, B.M. Parasharaya, S.Subramanya, R.K. Bhatnagar
(President, Socy Applied Omithology), S.S. Rao (AICRP, Hyderabad), Priya Davidar (Director,
Salim Ali Centre for Ecology, Pondicherry), Abraham Verghese, A.K. Chakravarthy etc. This
group | find appreciates good science as well as amateur ornithology. c) Then there is the strong
group of fulltime or part-time Conservationists/ Ecologists - characterised by you, Rishad Naoroji,
S. Sridhar, Zafar Futehally, L.K. Khacher, Madhava Gadgil, Himmatsinh ji, Prakash Gole, R.
Daniels, Asad Rahmani, A.J. Urfi, V.S.Vijayan, Madhyastha etc. etc. and a host of enthusiastic
amateurs. Many in this category, | found at Bangalore meeting, to be extremely wary of
biologists (Ha Hal).

I am simply rattling off established names which come to my mind and the list will be
exhaustive ofcourse. Dr. R.M. Naik had at one moment written to me about wanting to formulate
one such inventory and | have already enlisted Bonny Pilo's help in the matter. | look forward to
your list. Just provide the name, area of special interest in Ornithology, and address if possible,
please.  Thank you very much indeed.

4) At the International Ornithological Congress, Vienna, | explored further the possibility of one of
the future congresses being held in India which was met with great enthusiasm by the executive
committee. For this to happen we must prepare an invitation and bid at the next IOC in Durban,
South Africa, in 1998. The preparation, first for the bid and then for the event, must be a collective
effort on the part of the Indian omithologists and we must identify as many resource persons as
possible, from within OS| and without, - to act as think-tanks, to give suggestions and above alt to
play an important role in making this possibility come true. This will constitute an important point on
the agenda of our meeting in Oct/Nov.You would be one of the ideal resource persons. And I0C
will certainly be represented by one of its executive members to help us develop plans. So please
do make sure you attend the meeting. Thanks.

| look forward to an early response from you. And please don't forget to tell me if you did
or did not receive the OSI brochures | sent. If you did, please go ahead and enlist members (the
membership collection from your region can be allocated to your region after partial discount to
allow subsidy on Registration fees for the biannual conference). With warm regards,

e

Asha Chandola-Saklani

Sincerely,




ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF INDIA
Application form for Membership

Name. Prof./Dr./Mr./ Miss
Designation

Interested in Birds as a Biologist / Conservationist / Naturalist / Bird Watcher
Address for Correspondénce

MEMBERSHIP FEE:
Life Member  Ordinary Member Student Member
Rs. 500/- Rs. 50/- per year Rs. 25/- per year
Admission Fee : Rs. 10.00
I would like to become a life / ordinary / student member of the Orni-
thological Society of India. A draft for Rs
dated in favor of Ornithological Society of India drawn at State

Bank of India, Srinagar Garhwal (Code 3181) is enclosed herewith (kindly
include admission fee Rs. 10.00 with the membership fee).

Date Signature

Please mail this form with bank draft (no cheques please) to : -

PROF. ASHA CHANDOLA-SAKLANI, SECY-GENERAL OSL
@ 1051 BOX 45, SRINAGAR, GARHWAL, 246 174, U.P. INDIA
FAX (01388) 2174/ TEL. (O1388)2407 & 2215
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Ornithological activity in India has a long history. The earliest descrip-
tions of birds and their behavior date back to Vedic literature (Athar veda
about 3,000 B.C.) followed by the formulation of first ever game laws by
Kautilya (4th century B.C.) and seasonal descriptions of birds by Kalidasa
in (6th century A d.). The Indian mythological literature and the great epics
are replete with allusions to birds. The writings & paintings of the Medieval
period contain material which is clearly Ornithololgical in nature. Tuzuk-i-
Jahangiri by emperor Jahangir is one among them. The foundation of Avian
studies in modern India were laid by British workers - Jerdon, Hume, Baker,
Whistler and numerous other enthusiastic birdwatchers. Then came Salim
Ali & Dillon Ripley. When Salim Ali at BNHS was compiling his notes for
the handbook of Indian birds scores of other naturalists consumed with the
desire to observe birds in their natural habitats were roaming the country
and biologists in two Indian universities had begun to unfold the mysteries
of avian world - one at Banaras Hindu University Varanasi in early thirties
led by A.B. Misra and subsequently J.P. Thapliyal and other at M.S. Uni-
versity, Baroda in early fifties led by J.C. George and subsequently R M.
Naik. These movements soon spread & took roots in virtually every part of
the country maturing into the current day awareness for conservation and a
tremendous wealth of information on Indian birds. Thus significant contri-
butions have been made nationally and internationally on the one hand by

‘\vian biologists basically dealing with ecophysiological, ecological, mor-
phological & agricultural aspects and on the other hand by the naturalists,
conservationists bird watchers. India (Calcutta 1977) had the honour to
host the Ist International Symposium on Avian Endocrinology, held every
four years in different parts of the world, followed by another international
meeting on birds (Environment & Hormones, Srinagar Garhwal 1983). Fur-
thermore Ornithology constitutes an important part of the undergraduate
and postgraduate curricula and research programs in a number of Universi-
ties and Institutions of the country. Apart from the Journal of the BNHS
and Hornbill (BNHS, Bombay) a very popular newsletter for Bird watchers
(NLBW edited by Zafar Futehally, Bangalore) and PAVO a journal of Orni-
thology (edited by Bonny Pilo, Baroda) has completed 3 decades of publi-
cation.

Taking cognizance of the diverse ramifications of ornithological activ-
ity in India a small enthusiastic group of avian biologists and conservation-
ists met in the Himalayan mountains (Srinagar Garhwal) in the summer of
1991 and laid the foundation of Ornithological Society of India (OSI) with
the intention of gathering all the categories of Ornithologists on a single

platform.

(Registration No. 116/1860 UP) ‘]

.




Objectives of the Society :

- toprovide a forum for people interested in every aspect of Ornithology,
basic and applied.

- to establish a platform for exchange of ideas between ornithologists in
India and abroad and organise national and international symposia from
time to time providing impetus to ornithological researches in India.

- tobringtogether naturalists, scientists, conservationists, managers, policy
makers and the general public to evolve strategies for effective conser-
vation and management of avifauna in the Indian sub-continent.

- to generate interest in birds & their habitat with a view to promote
consciousness of the remarkable biodiversity of the Indian sub-continent.
And to act as a watchdog for important habitats and rare habitat specific
species.

- to strengthen the hands of other organisations working for birds and
nature.

Achievements : ‘

- An International Symposium on Environmental & Hormonal Approaches
to Ornithology was organised at Srinagar, Garhwal (Nov. 27-1 Dec. 1991)
sponsored by OSI and funded by UGC, CSIR, INSA & Garhwal Univer-
sity. Abstracts of the proceedings were published at the time of the
Symposium and selected scientific reviews have appeared in a special
issue of J. Biosciences, Indian Academy of Sciences, Bangalore, (Guest
editors Asha Chandola-Saklani & Walter Bock)

- A National Seminar on Changing Scenario of Bird Ecology and Conser-
vation was organised at Bangalore (12-14 Dec. 1993). Full length papers
& abstracts were published at the time of the symposium (Eds. Abraham
Verghese, S. Sridhar and A K. Chakravorty)
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