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vThe tree unit oe can stop this, If you let them knowwhere it's happening

By Kanak Hiranl
Times News Network

SORRY, but we couldn't save the
two beautiful ficus trees at the
ngaﬂ?:)ad cemetery. They were

axed. But this isn’t the time to ask
who was responsible. What
Bangaloreans should do is figure
out who the best person is to con-
tact the next time something like
this happens.

If you see a healthy tree being
chopped, what can you do to stop
it? First of all, call the fore;t
department at,ﬁgﬁﬁ&a. That's
thelr tree unif office. A team of offi-
cers will make it to the spot.

And guess what? The forest
department will soon set up four
tree units in different areas of the
city. “Each unit will be equipped
with a vehicle and a staff of four. It
will take another five months to

equip them completely,” says the
deputy conservator of forests
(urban) Vijaykumar Gogi.

When Bangalore Times asked
him how long it would take for
someone to arrive at the spot, he
said travel time plus another 45
minutes if they were out on the
field. That's probably the amount
of time it would take to axe the

tree anyway. “We are set up at

Malleswaram. Even if a fire
brigade had to get into action, it
would take as long. If we are near-
by, our team will react in 15 min-
utes,” he promises.

But enough of promises. Let's
talk action. Who decides that a
tree is to be chopped? It's the I_DCF
(Urban) who gives the permission.
The tree court is the recommenda-
tory authority. If an officer inspects
the spot and rejects the application
to chop a tree, he can go to the
tree court which decides. The
enforcement of regulating felling
lies with the forest department.

The tree court meets at the
Aranya Bhavan conference hall on
the third Saturday of every month
at 3 pm.

Like people make requests for
planting trees, they can also
request permission to fell them. .-
The reasons quoted should satisfy
the tree authorities and environ-

mentalists in Bangalore. When the
inspector is satisfiad that the per-
son will develop the area by plant-
ing some new trees, permission s
grented. The pros and cons are
decided by a jury of 20 people.

. have ‘even been punished for

“If we don’t believe they will
replenish the tree growth, we can
ask them to remit a certain amount
with us or pledge National Savings
Certificate worth a certain amount
which will be returned to them
once the trees are planted,” Gogi
explains.
But why cut a tree? Some peo-
ple give lame excuses like a tree
doesn't agree with the vaastu of
the house and hence it has to be
cut down. Or that it's aggravating
allergies. And according to'some
forest officials, nearly 30 per cent
of these complaints are silly. “Of .
late, people don't look at the bene-
fits a tree is giving us. 4
Irritants like the above are _negli-_
gible. And most of the time, people
are not convinced by the reasons ..
we give them when we reject.- = -
applications,” says an official from -
the forest department. e
When numerous trees were .
axed for the construction of the
over, the necessary authorities
had applied to the forest depart-;
ment and the BCC had requested
permission to fell trees. .

.In several instances peop!

felling trees without permission

People are penalised depending:
on the category of the tree. It its a.
sandal or rosewood tree,?'pur/][j)‘;%/»;2
ment can go up to seven years ==
imprisonment. However, sinc
Bangalore has primarily omal
tal trees, most people are -

penallsed through a fine, whic
'may extend to Rs 15,000. ° &

f denizens had their way the KPTCL

would soon be in the dock for their

erratic chopping of trees in the city.
This statement might not come as a
shock to many readers because at some
point in time or the other residents in
various localities in Bangalore have
borne the brunt of the haphazard tree
felling by the power department.
- A few conscientious citizens far from
merely complaining, got together and
‘established a helpline to address mat-
ters related to tree felling . And all this
was done in the light of a Karnataka
High Court ruling in July that pulled
up the State government and public
authorities for indiscriminate axing of

“trees in the state. The Environment.

Support “Group (ESG) that has been
actively involved in campaigning for

lung spaces and credited for the above
mentioned helpline . has thus far
received nearly "five calls which
required immediate attention"
two of them being "top priority".

Tree felled? Call 6534364,now "

plans. Resources are3a major crunch
here," says Deepashree. . e
Though all the calls that ESG
recéives are treerelated, the reasons
vary. While some people call to report a

with

"Following the chopping of nearly: .. termite-infested tree, others want to

9,000 trees on the Bangalore-Mysore
highway earlier this year, ESG and
organisations
began receiving a flurry of calls from
concerned citizens. Our helpline aims
to provide solutions to anyone who has’
a complaint against civic authorities or
private owners cutting down_trees,""

other environment

explains Deepashree, research

tant. At present, ESG functions on a

basic level, in that, they direct the
caller to the concerned forest officials*
or other authorities who would be in a

position to guide them. "Since we two years after that. Only time will tell
launched the helpline just a few days
ago we need more time to chalk out our

know how to combat .overnight felling.
.The more serious complaints are cour-
tesy the KPTCL against whom several
people want to initiate leagl action. "We
: are campaiging to see that even prun-
‘ing of trees is completely stopped.
‘Trees often get weak following the
.shoddy treatment meted out to them by
the linesmen," rues Deepashree.

Right now though, for every tree that
is axed, two new saplings have to plant-
ed in their place. That's not all, they
have to be looked after for a period of ’

assis--

I
if the helpline is successful in protect- |
ing the city’s trees from destruction. 4
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State’s undertaking to High court

//"

~ GO on planting saplings

before felling trees soon |

DH News Service

BANGALORE, July 30
The State government has given
an undertaking to the Karnataka
High Court that it would soon
pass an executive order directing
the authorities concerned to
| plant two saplings before cutting
a tree. Not only that, the State
| has also indicated to the court
Il that immediate action would be
;‘ taken to make necessary changes
to the rules and regulations in
| this regard.

The State Chief Secretary B S
Patil has given this undertaking
in response to the direction given

y the High Court earlier this
onth to submit a report on the
tion taken by the government

to implement the formula laid
down by the court for preserving
trees.

The High Court had for the
first time in the country had laid

| down - first replace and then re-

IN THE HIGH COURT

move - formula for preserving
greenery in the State.

A division bench comprising
Justice M F Saldanha and Jus-
tice M S Rajendra Prasad, which
has gone through an affidavit
filed by the Chief Secretary, has
commended the State govern-
ment for its prompt action to im-
plement the High Court’s direc-
tions.

The bench had earlier pulled
up the government for failing to
check indiscriminate felling of
trees and had ordered that the
authorities concerned should
plant saplings before felling a
tree and take care of newly plant-
ed saplings for at least two years.

The bench had pointed out
that over 19,800 trees have been
cut on the Mysore-Bangalore
road and on the various other
highways in the last one year and

that 9,000 trees have been cut
down in Bangalore city.

What the State will do? The
government will not give permis-
sion to cut trees unless the
saplings are planted in the ration
of 2:1 before cutting of trees any-
where in the State.

The State government will im-
mediately issue orders to the au-
thorities concerned to plant
saplings (in the ratio of 2:1)
wherever the trees have been cut,
particularly along the roads and
highways in the State. The pri-
vate individuals, who wants to
cut trees, will also have to follow
this formula.

The High Court also brought
to the notice of the government
that authorities concerned
should commence the work of
planting of saplings this week it-
self because the planting will
have to be completed in the next
four weeks to take advantage of
monsoon season. 2
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resident. Bi

it was about 40 years old
and almost dead.
The resident
‘tree no. 704’ and dead
wood from other trees
The authorities ordered cleared in the area. He had
the felling of the tree on also said the tree would
Thursday following a ‘re- prove a nuisance if imme-
quest from a resident in diate measures were not
this regard. They also or- taken.
While the felling contin-
of some dead branches of ued despite protests, the
police said they were not
The Environment Sup- responsible for it.
; By noon, most branches
cutting, terming it “ille- of the tree had been felled.
gal”. The eco group has lodged a
complaint with the district
forest officer in this con
nection.

Jayanagar 4th main road
between - 32nd .and 36th
Cross.

dered the chopping down
two trees in the locality.
port Group opposed the
The environmentalists
contended the tree felled

was not dead, while the
residents had coniplained

was a p

news item in ‘the

papers some time ago,

about an oxygen bar

i that had opened in the

tity. It conjured up images of a

place where people drop in for a

pint of pure oxygen served in gas

masks or in sparkling wine glass-

es! While that is yet to be checked

out, a futuristic picture floated

into the mind. Of oxygen bunks

selling oxygen to empty tankers,

or rather to empty lungs. Not so
futuristic perhaps.

Drive out of city, take any road
and what greets you is a grim
sight. Venerable trees chopped to
the waist, shorn of branches and
leaves, silently defy the march of
development. In some places,
chopped logs lie mutely on the
ground awaiting the highest bid-
der. Hundreds of trees that were
once strong agents in ensuring the
city’s salubrious climate have
given way to “symbols of develop-
ment” rising from the very same
spots.

As Bangalore’s population
bursts at the seams (it is cited as
Asia’s fastest growing city and has
seen a 600 per cent growth in pop-
ulation in the last four decades),
houses and offices and roads have
muscled out the guardians of,
what was once, a pensioner’s para-

. dise. Everyone is watching but
' nobody is protesting. For, aren’t
‘the flyovers more essential than
trees? So what if a few trees get the
axe, one needs a house and fast
sprouting apartment blocks are a
welcome sight. It’s sad but well,
the tree has to go.

Vehicles multiply at a pace that
would put to shame any self-
respecting bacteria or virus. To
accommodate these vehicles, the
roads have to be widened and so,
the trees have to go.

This year alone from the Jnana
Bharathi campus to 24 kms out-
side Bangalore, around 498 trees
have been axed. Another 230 will
have to be sacrificed for the metro
rail project. In all, around 2000

|, trees have been delivered the

! death blow every year for the last
five years. Even nurseries are not
“spared. The Siddapura nursery
near Lalbagh has trees as old as
300 years. The nursery has shrunk
from 40 acres to half the area,
thanks to land sharks. And still
they claim that as far as cities go,
Bangalore is way ahead in green
cover that stands at four per cent
of its area.
True, due to the army’s activi-
jes in the Cantonment area,
ABLe’s green cover amounting to

s - R0n Lt
Unwept and unsung,
these sentinels of the
Garden City fall, one
by one. As the city
races towards
development, the
casualties are old
and venerable trees
that must make way
for sleek flyovers,
highways, road
medians and
apartment blocks

3000 hectares around Bangalore. A
few individuals and organisations
are doing their bit. Like Suresh
Heblikar’s Senaranya Project
started in 2000 which aims to con-
vert 400 acres of army land at the
ASC into dense forest cover with
2.5 lakh trees. And then of course,
there are the Cubbon Park,
Lalbagh, Golf Grounds, etc.

But all is not hunky-dory. Ask
any old-timer and he will wax elo-
quent about the good old days
when there was no summer in the
city, and when there was water in
plenty for everyone. The reason is
not too far to find. The trees, which
had had a merry time under the
sun, multiplying and spreading
cheer, absorbed the heat and
helped with heavenly showers.

Now, as every resident knows

‘.

e

the mercury is rising and the
water table sinking. With trees
that help in wind dispersion gone,
concrete structures end up trap-
ping the hot air in heat islands.
The monsoon has sulked long
enough.

Trees. We need more trees. Is
there a way to revive the Garden
City? The BMP town planning
chairman, Mr N A Venkatesh, is
confident that under the scheme to
increase green cover, much of the
damage will be reversed. There is
a plan to plant five lakh trees this
year, he says, while swearing by
the chief minister’s plan to churn
a Singapore out of the wildly
growing city. Undertaking to have
one park/garden in every ward is
another plan in the greening of
the city, but what of the many hun-
dred year old trees mercilessly
being cut? Can’t we save them?

Mr Vijaykumar Gogi, DCF
(urban), Forest Department,
would rather adopt what he calls
the mid path - of nurturing love
for trees in the people rather than
preserving old trees. He is equally
practical about loss of trees to
development.”Today we cannot

The forest department has to give
permission for any tree to be cut in
the city. The deputy conservator of
forest, vested with the tree author-
ity, has range officers under him
who are required to check out all
requests. For development works,
there is a rate fixed for each kilo-
metre of tree cover lost that has to
be paid up.

This tree in Jayanagar was chopped on the request of a
ut environmentalists are crying foul.

wanted

—Preeyan A.

afford to turn our backs on devel-
opment,” he says, observing that
for every tree lost, compensatory
planting is mandatory. In the rule
book, sounds neat. But how far are
the rules adhered to? Who ensures
that the saplings grow to adult-
hood?

Is it that we do not realise the
importance of trees? “In our study
conducted in the Sharavathi
basin, we have shown how peren-
nial streams exist where there are
evergreen and endemic species
while elsewhere there are only
seasonal streams. The variety of
trees is important also in ensuring
a healthy groundwater table,” says
Prof T V Ramachandra of IISc.

If you have the will to save the
trees, you can and have your roads
too, says one expert. “Why hasn’t
the BMP thought of retaining the
tree as part of the median while
widening the road? How can you
replace a 500-year-old tree that
plays such a vital role in biodiver-
sity” On what he thinks is the
solution, he strikes a grave note.
“Nothing can be done because no
one cares.”

In the UK, authorities are using
DNA from the tree tissue to finger-
print the tree and match it with a
database to ensure whether the
roots accused of creeping into the
foundation of the neighbour’s
house are indeed doing so! A far
cry from the kind of mindless
massacre taking place at our
doorsteps. But who will step out
and cry halt?

|

||Members of the Bharat Scouts and Guides with tree cut-
|ECO-Watch in Bangalore on Saturday.
|

outs during their campaign “Save Tree for good air ", organised by the

“Save our trees, avoid air pollution’

|| “Trees are felled to make way

| for tall structures. Environ-

a difference however small.
The campaign, was organised

films on the environment by stu-
dent groups and environmental

mental assets are targets for
developers"
\

| BANGALORE, DHNs: Grit, deter-

mination and initiative was
| common to the 700-odd children
| gathered for an awareness cam-

| paign on air pollution reduction

| at the Bharat Scouts and Guides
| headquarters in Bangalore on

as part of the courtesy month by
Eco-Watch and the Transport
Department, to fight air pollu-
tion, environmental degrada-
tion, human and vehicular pollu-
tion. Children indulged in poster
making, campaign drives and in
air quality monitoring exercis-
es.
The one-day campaign was
marked by skits, plays and short

activists.

“Trees are felled to make way
for tall structures. Environmen-
tal assets are targets for develop-
ers.

But, the topography of Ban-
galore city does not permit such
harsh and crude development,”
said Suresh Heblikar, Chairman
Eco-Watch.

The ten-minute film titled

‘i Saturday. They were out to make
|

A T TERS

\

‘Life on Wheels’". captured strik-
ing scenes of reckless driving,
ghastly accidents and deaths.
The skit was based on the de-
struction of environment. The
message that came through is
that there can be no life without
a good environment.

The Karnataka State Pollu-
tion Control Board lent its sup-|
port by demonstrating and edu-|
cating the children on the effec
of pollution. /
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10 may take root

BBMP's tree transplantation plan to compensate for road widening projects gets sceptical response

GREEN COVER DEPLETED

\
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e Bruhat Bangalore
Mahanagara  Palike
(BBMP) recently an-
nounced that a tree

transplantation exercise would
be undertaken. By this, the Pa-
like hopes to shield itself from
the ire of environmentalists,
who are up in arms against its
road widening projects. Under
this green initiative, the BBMP
has decided to transplant
around 10 trees - from Palace
Road to govérnment lands
located nearby.

The BBMP on Sunday trans-
planted a huge tree near Ma-
harani’s College to a spot
nearby. However, more than
30 trees were chopped off
along Bellary Road (Hebbal
Road) without being trans-
planted elsewhere.

S Shekar, tree officer, BBMP
| told Bangalore Mirror, “The
! Corporation has identified

around 10 trees on Hebbal Road

for transplantation.” However,

the road widening project, on
from the CBI office till Hebbal
lyover, is likely to take the toll
f more than 100 trees.

The widening project will be

ken alongside Mysore Bank

T

s
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A tree uprooted on Bellary Road for a road widening project;
(below) a tree being transplanted from Maharani's College

circle along Palace Road. Stat-
ing that 1,068 trees would be
axed to allow more road space
around the Vidhana Soudha,
BBMP chief engineer (major
roads) Krishna Reddy prom-
ised that measures would be
taken to conserve these trees.

THREAT TO OLD TREES
Environmentalists fear that
this green drive would damage
the tree cover around Vidhana
Soudha ~ the third densest tree
canopy after Cubbon Park and
Lalbagh. Environmentalist S
Seshadri told Bangalore Mir-
ror that tree transplantation
would damage old trees, which
are very fragile.

According to former IFS Of-
ficer $ G Neginhal, the tree
cover around Vidhana Soudha
is famous for its density and va-
riety. “Many rare flowering
trees can be found around Vid-
hana Soudha. Once we axe
them, they are lost forever. The
tree transplantation exercise
will not be a complete success
as the original foliage may not
be retained while transplanti-
ng. The BBMP will transplant
only those trees which it finds
convenient, and discard the
rest,” said Neginhal.

Prashant S, an environmen-

Almost all tree planting initiatives
by the Government - either a new
- initiative or an effort to restore
- the green cover hit by infrastruc-
ture projects - have yielded poor
results, S Seshadri, an environ-
_mentalist, said that during the
construction of the Bangalore-
Mysore’ Highway, more than
19,000 trees were cut, Even today,
the green cover has not been re-

talist, said that trees like honge
and akasha mallige on Palace
Road and Sheshadri Road
contributed to keeping the
environment cool.

Some of the other tree
varieties found there include
mahagony, gulmohar, neem
and rain trees.

Keshavan N Chalam, a
member of Tree Protectors’ Or-
ganisation said, “A few weeks
ago, we approached the BBMP
Commissioner and proposed
that the area between trees
and the new footpath be con-
verted into service roads for
two-wheelers and autos. But,
they seem to have forgotten
the module.”

stored tots original glory- onlya
few hu saplings have been -
planted néar Kumbalagodu.
“The construction of the Mallesh-
waram underpass saw the casu-
alty of 40 trees. No new saplings
are being planted,” he said. Oth-
erenvironmentalists charged that
even though the govemment .
dertakes sapling drives, scantat— —
tention is paid to nurture them.

'BBMP SEESA
BRIGHT FUTURE
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ny cause for celebration
Ain Bangalore — pe it

Ganapati immersions or
an ODI — is also a cause for
concern among the traffic po-
lice and motorists. And not to
mention the toll that VIP con.
voys take on traffic flow,

At such times, the name of
the game is traffic Testrictions,
Although dreaded by motorists,
they in fact prevent the situa-
tion from descending into
chaos, not always.

World  Billiards champ

Pankaj Advani had a taste of
the pre-ODI ‘action’ on Satur-
day. “It took me almost an
hour to reach Chinnaswamy
stadium, though I stay just ten
minutes away. There were ve-
hicles coming in from every
corner of the city and not an
inch of manoeuvering space.”
Mexican President Felipe
Calderon Hinojosa and Bulgar-
ian Prime Minister Sergei Stan-
ishev’s visits in September were
other occasions when major
traffic restrictions were im-
posed. Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh’s visit also saw ma-

A bitter pill for city

Traffic restrictions may help but the cascadin

jor traffic restrictions. Apart
from these major restrictions,
rallies, protests, festivals and
matches entail minor traffic re-
strictions in specified areas.
“From the security point of
view, major restrictions are im-
posed for visits by high-ranking
dignttaries like presidents and
prime ministers. At such times,
the traffic restrictions apply to
the entire city. For a cricket
match or festival, minor re-
strictions are imposed in certain
areas for a stipulated period of
time,” said a traffic official,
The logistics of traffic restric-

WHAT IT TAKES

o Extra traffic police

® New points or junctions for
extra personnel on duty

 Regularising, diverting traffic
according to the situation

» Intensive regulation of traffic

® Special signboards

® Hospital emergency wards on
standby

tions are daunting. Minor re-
strictions lead to traffic volume
exceeding the road’s carrying

‘motorists

g effect will be felt all over the city

capacity. The convergence of a
huge number of rallyists and
vehicles at a particular junction
necessitates lifting restrictions
quickly once the need has been
met. VIP convoys are equally
bothersome, with traffic po-
licemen spread across the route
to regulate vehicular move-
ment. In all this, the lowest pri-
ority is given to the conven-
ience of pedestrians.

Major roads which invari-
able face the brunt of VIP-re-
lated restrictions are Airport
Road, Indiranagar 100 Feet
Road, Mahatma Gandhi Road,

Koramangala 80 Feet Road, Ho-
sur Road, Cubbon Road and
Raj Bhavan Road.

For savvy city residents, it's
all thinking on their feet.”"Every
time we read about traffic re-
strictions being imposed, we
avoid those areas altogether.
The city suffers as a result of
such events at least thrice a
month. It would be better if
VIPs found some other way of
travelling from and to the air-
port — like using helicopters —
instead of holding the city to
ransom,” said Deepika Nayak
sales director of an MNC.
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Tree lovers, environmentalists, citizens urge BBMP to set up a tree

33'0\

BANGALORE MIRR{E

24/3/67 &M

Tree travails: No gre
guardlan in Garden City

‘duthority to monitor large-scale tree cutting in the city

ZSiioam\ SV

e Karnataka Tree
Preservation Act, 1976,

states that it is manda- .

tory to set up a Tree Au-
thority Ironically, Bangalore
| (supposed to be a green city)
does not have a tree authority
in place. In the backdrop of a
ma]or road widening project
which will involve chopping of
several trees, environmentalists
and tree lovers have demanded
the setting up of a tree author-
ity to monitor the loss of trees
due to various infrastructure

|| projects in the state.
| MEMBERS

. The Karnataka Trees Act 1976
makes it mandatory to set up a
tree authority. Members of the

‘.‘] tree authority include the

4 city’s Mayor, Commissioner,

it ’ Deputy Conservator of Forest

(Tree Officer), District Horticul-
officer and three
4 non-official members having
knowledge or
‘| practical experience in  the
| preservation of trees.
Activists feel that the setting
“up of a tree authority will help
.monitor the indiscriminate cut-
Jting of trees.
' Currently, decisions of large-
scale troe felling are taken sole-

b

|1y by the Tree Offcer. Banga-

‘tore-based NGO CIVIC's trustee .

thyayini Chamraj said, “Set-
4gng up of a tree authority

* will ensure democratic deci-

_'sion-making. Currently, the
\decisions are taken on an ad-

\ hoc basis and are completely
I undemocratic. It is a violation

on the part of the Government
to have not set up the Tree
| Authority till now.”

' GOVERNMENT ORDER
The Bruhat Bangalore Mahana-
gara Palike (BBMP) is seriously

|| considering setting up the tree
| authority. The BBMP Tree Offi-

| cer said, “We are seriously

. thinking of setting up a tree au-

|| thority. We have sent a request
' to the BBMP Commissioner,

Subramanya. Actually, a gov-
ernment order needs to be
‘passed in this regard.”
'\ BBMP Commissioner S Sub-
\‘ramanya said, “We need to
‘have a standing group in order
verify the number of trees to
Se cut for various infrastructure
orojects. Establishing a tree au-
hority is one of the options

S Prabhu,
of Forests, Ecology and Envi-

Department

| ffonment Secretary, said, “BBMP

's a new unit. The BBMP au-
‘horities should send us a pro-
‘posal for setting up a tree au-
{thority. Only then can we act.
' 'We will also examine the re-
quxrement properlv

DECENTRALISING POWERS
However, activists feel that the
solution does not end with the
establishment of a Tree Au-
thority. “According to the 74th
Amendment to the Constitu-
tion, more powers should be
vested with the local ward com-
mittees with regard to trees in
their respective areas. This will
increase the citizens' involve-
ment in decision-making,” said
Leo Saldanha, co-ordinator of
Environment Support Group.

In order to prevent
major tree felling in the city,
some safeguards are in place.
But they are hardly followed by
the BBMP.

CONSULTATION

Responding to a public interest
litigation by Environment Sup-
port Group, the Karnataka
High Court had ordered the
then Bangalore Municipal Cor-
poration to consult Hasiru
Usiru, a citizens' group, before
going ahead with cutting of
trees in the city for any infra-
structure project.

“The High Court order is
hardly followed. Recently, the
PWD Minister H D Revanna
went ahead and sanctioned the
road wigdening project during a
closed-door meeting with the
then Tree Officer. This project
will involve massive tree
felling. Hasiru Usiru was not
consulted at all,” said Chamraj.

Hasiru Usiru group members

FILE PHOTO
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The Trees Act
1976 makes it
mandatory to
set up a tree
authority. Tree
lovers feel

such an

authority will
monitor the
indiscriminate
felling of

trees to
way for

mak’

infrastructure
projects in the
, T

claim that government officials
never inform them about
tree felling. “As opposed to
the High Court order, we
are hardly informed and
consulted. There is no clear
mechanism in place. The deci-
sion-making process at present
is completely undemocratic.”

TREE COURTS

Bangalore also had informal
tree courts which were quite ac-
tive around a decade ago. The
tree court sessions were held in
Aranya Bhavan

presided over by

Conservator of Forest. fivery cit-
izen who wanted tgfcut trees

HUMA SINGH e ;
Times News Nelwork ’% ‘ ;

RECENTLY.

Environment
Group (ESG) received a
complaint that over 600
trees were being cut on pri-
vate land by a developer on

because of the nuisance should: be:: cut
factor. . Or because trees mevitable, and that
have fallen because 'of a saplings mustbeplan
the storm. Some report illegal replace each felle
Support
vides legal advice and sup- on
port in case of unautho-

regardless,”

T structmn'.

photograp

tree felling.” The ESG pro- “But tree felling is carrymg‘ illegally; cut:/I

tréctors wer%

ftlve Colservator of Forests.
be COliscated if they fall to
: make Bangalore lndla' s Garden City

— Express %

Fifing trec
ioning trees

‘\Staff Reporter

BANGALORE: After the high pro-
file auction of government
lands across Bangalore urban
district, it is now the turn of the
grand old trees on two key
roads in the city to go under the
hammer.

On Monday, 66 stately trees

one of the many precious trees that

2 {1 8MP Area
7 550 oMCs + 111 Vilages
77771 Greater Bangalore Boundary

RUHAT BANGALORE
AHANAGARA PALIKE

Six underpasses proposed at a

icost of Rs 131 crore
Nagavara Ring Road, Kadirenahalli Ring
Road, Puttenahalli, Prof CNR Rao Circle,
IBasappa Circle, Hennur Banaswadi)
LISTART DATE: March 2007
e(20MMEN(:IEMEN1': March 2007

Development of arterial 70 roads of

{155 km at a cost of Rs 130 crore
| COMMENCEMENT: March 2007
COMPLETION: June 2007

: BANGALORE DEVELOPMENT
: AUTHORITY

| Inner Core Ring Road 30 km of

| elevated road at a Rs 1,800 crore
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST: March 2007
Investment of 7,989 crore under JNNURM
(Storm water drain network, environment

| management, urban renewal, road network,
solid waste management, basic services to
urban poor)

i from landowners will be offered to land
i owners after development -

Gearing up for Bruhat Bangalore

Administrative blueprint is in place in 5
zones Short-term development plan
Infrastructure Survey under way

: will cater 1,63,589 housing units and 11,560

VISION 2007

At the Bangalore Today and Tomorrow summlt cmc
agencies gave a presentation of projects planned for the

future. Here’s a slice of some schemes in store

Magadi Road, along the BMICAPA
@ Hi-Tech City Corridor connecting

® Grade separators at Magadi Road

will be taken up .

BANGALORE METROPOLITAN

® New land acquisition policy. Under this

policy, some proportion of the land acquired Ramanagaram:

il oL «of /oy
@ An access controlled link from Outer Ring
Road to BIAL with a 180 kmph design speed
with flyovers at Challakere and Boyilahalli
lakes will be taken up in 2008. In the second
phase, it will be connected to City Core Ring
Road

BANGALORE METROPOLITAN
TRANSPORT CORPORATION

sites. Western sector comprising Mysore to

¢ Electronic City for a length of 8.5 kms at
a cost of Rs 140 crores will be taken up

junction, Agara junction and Iblur Junction

REGION DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

@ The authority will take up first township
at Bidadi and consequently Solur, Nandagu-
di, Sathanur and Ramanagaram. Institution-
al area, government offices, super speciality
hospital, Institute of Rural Management and
Global Apparel V||Iage will be located near

© 1000 Volvo buses will be added to the
existing fleet of 39 busesin phased manne

‘® Modernisation of .layanagar and

@ BDA plans to distribute about 50,000 sites
with 20 per cent area reserved for vertical
growth with apartments. About 2,00,000
houses planned under the unique pro-
gramme of budget housing for economically
weaker section.

@ (Eastern sector from Varthur Road to
Sarjapura road to Hosur road of 4,560 acres

-

to widen roads

Yeshwantpur stations and Domlur and’
commissioning of seven new. stations will
be taken up this year

@ On-line GPS-GIS based vehicle trackihg
system on all 4,000 plus buses to be taken
cup in 2007

@ Installation of real time passenger
information system at 75 Volvo stops in the
city Smartcard based automatic fare
collection system on all buses for student
passes, public passes and others on,card

needed to acquire permission
from the Tree Court. Forest
rangers and tree wardens were
also present when\ the tree
court was in session. \

Once the applxcauon to cut
the tree was accepted, the ap-
plicant had to deposit Rs 1,000
per tree in the form of a
National Savings Certificate.
This was surrendered to the
forest department for a period
of two years.

CUT ONE, PLANT TWO

The applicants were also re-
quired to plant two trees for
every tree they cut. The money
would be returned after matu-
rity if the applicant had taken
care of the saplings. However,

the Forest Department stopped ‘
the plan abruptly. //

i
»} since starting up their tree

Bellandur road. In another b stopped
case, beautiful old trees on
Vani Vilas Road are being
cut to make way for a fly-.
over largely regarded as
unnecessary. This leads us
to the question: does
Bangalore still deserve the

. title of Garden City?

. The ESG has received
! thnumerable ' complaints

week later; the trees were
gone.”

Deepashree offers tips to
those wanting to prevent

i = ' stand why the tree is bei
rised tree felling. The num- piling all the complaints Y

ber has gained momentum . which we plan to take to the
since July this year when a* DFO’s" office.””. Eighty per
high court directive was 'cent cases, she says, are wit- - DFO’s permlssmn befor
sroassed (WA -8178/99 -dated-+ esses—to- %Hegai*feﬂmg—-futﬁng ------ IR
i ’OO3) stating no tree This mlght pertain to trees : :

and the state of its health|

helpline. Deepash»

G
“Some want |

re

' after we took action; but'a’

_tree felling. “Check the per-|
- mission letter and under-

"Evéryone has to 'obtain thd

on Race Course Road and Pal-
ace Road were auctioned for a
sum of Rs. 1.9 lakh and Rs. 2.49
including taxes,

Krishna Udupudi, Deputy
Chief Conservator of forests,
Bruhat Bangalore Mahanagara
Palike (BBMP) told The Hindu.
These trees are set to be felled
for widening the two roads for
the smooth flow of traffic.

To cut down on costs and use

. of personnel, the BBMP auc-
\ tioned standing trees. Those

who won the bids will have to
‘bear the expenses of cutting
and transporting the trees.
The same method was
adopted for the auction of trees
that were cut for the Malleswa-

T0 BE FELLED: The trees on Palace Road, in Bangalore
which were auctioned on Tuesday.

- PHOTO: K. MURALI KUMAR

said.“We had divided: the 66
trees into eight lots, which
means that the bidder will have
to buy the entire lot. The lot
with three mahogany trees net-
ted the maximum of Rs. 70,
000,” said Mr. Udupudi. Fur-
ther, he explained that the val-
ue of the tree depends on the

tree. “A mahogany or timber
tree will fetch us more than say
a gulmohar. Some of the trees
fetch very less because the cost
of felling the tree itself is
steep,” he said.

Apart from the mahogany
trees, all others fetched prices
on par with the governmer

P ROP ERTY CITY BEAT _

Aravind Gowda expresses
concern at the loss of
trees in the cityto
accommodate the
infrastructure projects

idening of roads,
beautification of traf-
fic junctions, con-
struction of flyovers,
residential layout for-
mation, streamlining
traftic these . de-
layed development-re-
lated activities are fi-
nally in full swing in the IT Capital
of the nation - Bangalore.
While they are a welcome relief
from the chaos on the streets, they
have taken a toll on a common Vic-
tim - the tree this city has been
know so well for all these years.
The adage 'industrialise or perish'
has rather turned into 'industri-
alise and perish' for Bangalore's
trees. For, development is happen-
ing at the cost of trees here.
Countless roadside trees have
made way for the Town Hall-Sirsi
Circle flyover; Richmond Circle fly-
over, Mehkri Circle grade separa-
tor, widening of Bellary Road and
traffic interchange at Airport
Road-Intermediate Ring Road junc-
tion. Thousands of more trees are
ready to face the axe with a pletho-
ra of development projects like the
Metro Rail and 18 flyovers sched-
uled for implementation in Banga-
lore. The City has witnessed sub-
stantial loss of green cover over the
years. While infrastructure devel-
opment is the primary reason, oth-
ers like crude methods for mainte-
nance of utilities too are responsi-
ble for the slow death of trees. For
instance, service providers prune
trees in an unscientific manner to
protect overhead power lines in
residential areas. On occasions,
trees are planted on either sides of
the road, thereby reducing space
for public use and inevitably resi-
dents resort to removing them in a
clandestine manner. Also, pedestri-
an paths laid under huge trees are
dlsturbed as roots branch out in all
directions. Further, non-availabili-
ty of space for the expanding roots
weakens the tree. Eventually, they

. fall in heavy rain.

If this is a slow process, trees in
Bangalore are now facing a new
kind of threat from the optical fi-

re cable (OFC) laying

companies,
At rogdsnie spéce aref

being dug up in a haphazard man-
ner to lay OFCs to provide commu-
nication services. The Bangalore
City Corporation made an assess-
ment of the trenching methods
adopted by the OFC laying consor-
tia and pointed out the damage
caused to tree roots that are spread
under roads and footpaths. Consid-
ering the fact that a single service
provider has laid cables for 500 kms
across the City till now, the extent
of damage to tree roots is unimag-
inable. And each service provider
intends to lay OFC for not less than
3,000 kms in the next three years.

In a quick approach to address
the problem, the government has
decided to make it mandatory for
every new house coming up in ur-
ban centres in the state to have ad-
equate space for two trees. It is be-
ing made compulsory by amending
the Karnataka Municipal Corpora-
tion Act, 1979. Once the amend-
ment comes into force, separate
space for two trees has to be ear-
marked. Unless, the building plan
specifies space for trees, it will not
be approved.

This rule will become part of the
urban building byelaws. The draft
of the bye-laws have already been
prepared and are awaiting notifica-
tion. It means that any new house

under construction in BCC or Ban-
galoreDevelopment Authority lim-

o T

% ts must have space for two trees
1

jeg'therule is n'nplemented

What trees do

That trees play an important role
in urban landscape hy enhancing
the aesthetic value is. widely ac-
cepted. But the main aspect of ur-
ban forestry is energy conserva-
tion and carbon dioxide absorption
to reduce pollution.

@ Each healthy tree can reduce air
borne dust particles by as much as
7,000 particles per litre of air

@ About 500 full-sized trees can ab-
sorb the deadly carbon dioxide pro-
duced by a typical car driven 19,200
kms a year

@ They modify humidity in air and
act as noise buffers.

@ Leaves and branches slow down
the movement of rain to the
ground, allowing it to soak in slow-
ly. Without trees, heavy rains can
denude soil

® Trees help cool down overall city
environment by shading asphalt,
concrete and metal surfaces. Build-
ings and paving in City centres cre-
ate a heat-island effect. A mature
tree canopy reduces air tempera-
tures by about 5-10 degree centi-
grade

® Trees are natural air-coolers.
Through evapotranspiration (wa-
ter evaporated and transpired by
plants as part of ‘their metabolic
‘prat:ess), n'ees add moistuxe

‘® While planting a tree, a crucial fact:

Plant a tree

Planting trees is an easy and effective w
beautify your property, provide shade in
mer and wind protection in winter an
hance privacy all while increasing real e
values at the same time. Since a tree is st
visible part of the landscape, care mu
taken to ensure proper growth condition
maintained. A tree is far more expensi
replace, once mature in the landscape,
most shrubs. However, with some adv
planning, trees too can be easily mainta:

consider is its proximity to buildings,

walks, driveways, streets, utility lines, «
head and buried, and septic systems as
spread out both above and below gr
weakening them

@ Do not plant tree saplings close to
foundation, concrete and asphalt struct
or drainages

@ The most common mistake when plar
atreeis a digging hole, which is both too

and too narrow. As a general rule, 1
should be transplanted no deeper thar
soil in which they were originally grown.
width of the hole should be at least t
times the diameter of the root ball or

tainer

® Newly planted trees should be watert
the time of planting. In addition, during
first growing season, they should be wat
at least once a week in the absence of :
more often during the height of the sum
However, care should be taken not to ove:
ter as this may result in oxygen depriva:

Trees common to the city

@ Jacaranda. @ Peltophorum (spikes ol
low flower) @ Frangipani @ Callistemon
tle-brush) @ Champaca (Sampige) ® S|
odea (bell-shaped flower) @ Cassia spect
@ Pongamia (Honge)

ram underpass, Mr. Udupudi

{) y Our Special Corespondent

it

caranda tree is bocking most
f 7th A main roacin SBI Colo-

‘ly in Koramangas. Qnly two-

‘Wheelers can past through the
pad as the brancles are barely
three feet above tle road at one
2ot. R. Ram Mirthi, General
Secretary, Kgamangala Resi-
\dents’ Civic Goup (KRCG), told
The Hindu onTuesday that the
esidents neded the permis-
sion of the Haticulture Depart-
ment of the BAP for cutting the
tree. The BM> jtself had to get
proval fron the Forest De-
pyrtment. In his case, because
0 rhead powr-lines passed
| cld'se to the tre¢ the KPTCL also
{had to be involvd,
' ‘“Officials from the three
gencies do not vist the area at
e same nme andwe are still

species, girth and height of the

value, he added.

A tree blocklng a road at the SBI COIony
in Koramangala, Bangalore. '

left with this tree,” Mr. Ram
Murthi said. Scores of other
trees were felled in Koramanga-
la for reasons such as “better
Vaastu and more parking space
and pemussm.. s got for a
price,” the KRCG members
said. There were also many ter-

SO, i

‘ Axe-hapenmes fell trees

By Paawan; poonacha

TiMES NEW, NETWORK

Bangalore: The horticulture de-
partment and th. Bangalore City
Corporation coulgyt care less ——
they are wielding their axes left,

Lalbagh West Géo, A rain tree was
felled near Nand: theatre, Jayana-
gar. Another gulihhur was chopped
near Krishna Pax Basavanagudi.
Accordmg to foret offimals the

right and centre, pringing down
huge healthy treesacross Bangalore.

This, despite th: deputy conserva-
tor of forests (uhan) issuing a noti-
fication a fortnigit ago, withdrawing
all orders of tre: felling in the city.
Ever since, the fo-est department has
booked seven cises of illegal tree
felling, four of them against the BCC
and horticulturedepartment.

These axe-hapyy departments are
unmoved even br the High Court re-
cently passing stictures and issuing
a directive that wo trees be planted
prior to the fellng of any ‘tree, be-
sides detailing gidelines on felling.

Merely two days after the notifica-

! tion, the hortiglture department
\Bhad chopped a mimohur tree near

tendent (south).

tions from the horticulture superin-

On Thirsday, a ‘champaka’ tree
was chopped next to a temple on 10th
Cross, Malleswaram, citing reasons
of public inconvenience. A case has
been hooked against the engineering
division of the BCC, Malleswaram.

The other three cases of. tree
felling against individuals include
three Bombax ciba (boorge) at Jal-

mite eaten and dead trees on
the roadsides, threatemng to
fall any time. The tree, which
fell on a Maruthi van dunng the
gale last week, had its roots
weakened by continuous dig:
ging around it by utility-agen
cies, they added.

TR )

Ammu Joseph
is a journalist,
author, media
@ analyst and
@ also a feminist
based in
@ Bangalore

gar; a rain tree at Rajarajeshwarina-

at Koramangala.

gar, and a Cyzygium cumini (Nerale)

-Says DCF B.M. Parameshwar,
“The department plans to increase
patrolling against tree felling in the
city. As such, we are presently at-
tending to several cases of trees be-
ing uprooted due to heavy rain. The
vigilant public can call the tree unit
squad on 3343543.”

Following the high court directive,
several concerned groups and indi-
viduals have formed associations to
check illegal felling. That keeps us
on our toes, tree unit officer Jalani
Pasha points out.

Last year, the forest department
had granted permission for axing
1,800 trees. Officials admit that the

previous undertaking that two to

Ramalah Na-

four trees have to be planted for
every felled tree and an insurance
amount of up to Rs 10,000 paid, was
never conformed to. The new High
Court ruling can cost violators dear,
as the penalty under the Tree Protec-
tion Act includes imprisonment up
to two years and/or a fine up to Rs
5,000, besides paying up double or
more the valte of the felled tree.

hen in doubt cut the trees.

The recent decision of the

Karnataka government to

widen a number of roads
in Bangalore to improve traffic flow in
the centre of the city is likely to involve
the clear-felling of hundreds of full-
grown avenue trees that have con-
tributed to Bangalore's erstwhile, envi-
able reputation as a Garden City.

Traffic congestion is certamly among
the most visible and vexing problems
created by the accelerated, unplanned
growth of the city over the past decade
and a half. It is also a great leveller, af-
fecting everyone from the privileged ty-
coon in a chauffeur-driven luxury car,
through the harried commuter on a
two-wheeler o1 in a bus, to the lowly cy-
clist and endangered pedestrian tracing
a perilous path through the urban jun-
gle. The question is whether a simplis-
tic, destructive “off-with-the-trees” pol-
icy is the answer.

A memorandum recently submitted
to the authorities by a coalition of envi-
ronmentalists and civic activists sug-
gests that it is not. According to them,
it represents a unidimensional, knee-
jerk response that bypasses the urgent

need for an integrated urban transport
policy and strategy.

They point out that the governm-

ent has sidestepped several measures

designed to bring some order into

the current chaos. For example, there

is no sign of the Unified Met-

ropolitan  Transport

Authority (UMTA)

prescribed for all

cities

with populations over a million. lhere
is little evidence of the Tree Authority
mandated by the Karnataka Preserva-
tion of Trees Act, 1976, which is to in-
clude three non-official representatives.

In addition, details of and justifica-
tions for dec1510ns relating to transport,
traffic and roads have not been publi-
cised, as required under the Right to In-
formation Act, 2005.

What's more, some of the current
road- widcning plans appear to contra-
dict the vision, mission and proposals
of the recently unveiled National Urban
Transport Policy, which the state is duty-
bound to implement. Further, they are
not based on a scientific study to gauge
the current and future magnitude of
traffic flow, as required by the NUTP.

Civic groups argue that discouraging
the use of personal motor vehicles wou-
Id be more effective in the long run,
judging by the experience of several
cities across the world. Singapore, Stock-
holm and London, for example, have
introduced disincentives in the form of
congestion pricing.

Ken Livingstone, Mayor of London,
claimed success for his city’s deeonges-
tion initiatives in a recent article in The

DH News Service

BANGALORE. Aug 2

Two trees were chopped off this
morning on Vani Vilas Road at
Lalbagh West Gate circle, ironi-
ally just outside the famed
botanical garden.

According to witnesses, a
group of five people arrived at the
spot at 10:30 am and cut down two

sulmohar (Kathikai) trees. When

some residents enquired about the
permission granted to cut the
trees, the contractor produced a
letter dated January 22, 2003.

This letter issued by the For-
est Department to the Bangalore
Mahanagara Palike (BMP), per-
inits them to cut 141 types of
trees at Majestic Circle (Sub-
hashnagar), Queen’s Circle, Min-
erva Circle and surrounding ar-
eas. “But the validity of the or-
der holds true only for 60 days af-
ter the date of approval,” said Mr
R A Madhusudan of The Tree
Protectors, a city-baged NGO.

Horticulture Superintendent

- One of the two trees chopped
on Vani Vilas Road in
Bangalore on Saturday.

Nagappa Atturkar, who vouched
for the 60-day rule, however, rea-
soned that BMP Commissioner
M R Sreenivasa Murthy ordered
the officials to cut down all the
trees that were “objections on the
road” in order to widen the road.
On the Vani Vilas Road where
these two trees stood, there was

\Dlscouragmg use of personal motor vehicles by charging penal fees could reduce congestlo

New York Times. According to him
daily congestion charge of £5 for
entering the centre of the City —i1
duced in 2003—led to an imme«
drop of 70,000 cars a day in the ce
zone. Traffic congestion fell by ali
20% and carbon dioxide emission
clined by over 15%. The charge ha:
ce been increased to £8 (Rs 661).

Maintaining that the negative sic
fects predicted by opponents never
terialised, he admitted that this suc
had preconditions: “In London, as
be the case in New York or any o
city, an enhanced public transportz
system was critical”. Interestingly
of public buses apparently grew 1
rapidly among the highest-paid sc
groups.

New York’s Mayor Michael Blo
berg has until early next year to :
vince the state Legislature and.the
Council to approve his traffic toll |
which will charge cars $8 (Rs 325)
trucks $21 to drive into Manhatta
weekdays.

If he gets his way, New York city
receive a $354 million grant from
federal government, aimed at enc
aging innovative local solutions t
solve traffic problems.

Over the coming months a Com
sion will examine various ways tc
duce traffic—including Bloomb
proposal—through hearings, testin
and reviews of every aspect of tr
congestion. It does not have to app
the congestion pricing plan, which :
casts a 6% decrease in traffic, but it
then have to recommend another s
tion that projects a similar reductic

Congestion pricing may or may
be an option here. But a serious, ir
med, coordinated approach with in
from experts and the public is su
called for. Otherwise the boon of <
other traffic flow will remain elu
even as trees continue to be sacrifi

always easy movement of traffic.
There is enough space available
for parking on both the sides of
the road. Residents of the area
are furious that the trees were
chopped. “Why don’t the author-
ities ask the residents whether
the road needs
asked Dr Eash Hoskote, a paedia-
trician who has his clinic just
across the street.

Other residents claimed mat
this road has never had any traf—h
fic jam or parking problems. i
“These trees are like old monu- |
ments,” added Dr Hoskote. The!
trees that were cut down were
around 25-30 years old. When
Deccan Herald asked Mr At
turkar, as to what parameters
were considered while granting
permission to cut trees to widen|
the road, he said that the trees .
had termites and were spoilt. {Ed

But Mr Madhusudan who was®
present at the spot said, “At times:
flowering trees have a hollow or| '
a pith. The trees that \xemv*
chopped were stﬂl strong Uil

broadening,”

i1
i




