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A BIRDHOUSE NEST

By

Nandan Nilakanta
3

Some years ago, the Club, through the Newsletter, had asked members
to make a study of sparrows. In connection with this we had built
a suall nést-box, about six inches cubed, made of esment-asbestos
board, with a hole of two inches diameter in one side to serve as
an entrance. This contraption which was obviously manmade , was
fixed to the fork of a drumstick tree by tying it with wires It
was -161, feet (1.92 actres) off. the ground and it hoped that
Sparrows would nest in it. However, probably because crows and

squirrels could get at it, it was not used for several years.

1

The rain and the continuous salt wind from the sea took their toll
and the birdhouse began to disintegrate. The bottom of the house
fell down and lodged in the fork, We paid little heed to it until
one early June morning,

At about noon on 2nd June, 1966, My father and I were casually
watching a pair of Magpie Robins that boldly include our garden
in their territory, le are interested-in these birds because one
of them has been ringed by us. However, on this particular day,
T noticed that the female had an insect in her bill and then lost
interest till mother suddenly remarked: 'Oh! It's gone into
the no! It's gone behind the birdhouse!! This aroused our
interest and Father saw it disappear into the birdhouse. A closer

2



;pee

V

22:
look showed that the birds had built a nest over the Fallen

examined it with a pair of binoculars but saw nothing
of interest. A few days before I had seen the male Magpie Robin
dive at a crow and chase it away from the very same tree but it
never occurred to me that it might have a nest there.

The fact that the femele entered the nest with an insect makes
me believe that there are nestlings in the box. My only worry
is that a Crow-Pheasant which has been skulking in our garden
may find the nest, tie were worried that this had happened when,
on the morning of the 4th, we found that the birds seemed to
take no interest in the nest. For very long they dic not approach

and we even saw the male Magpie Robin eat an insect quite closeLt
to the nestebox 3 with no regarc for it. Father clinoec the tree

the female entered the box with an insect. I watched the entrance
carefully but it had not reappeared when I left ten minutes

Once on the previous day, the male bird entered the nest through
the hole. A few minutes later the female came with an insect, It
flew to the 'rim of the entrance hole but hastily hopped out again,
for, with the male still inside there was probably not room enoughe
This episode convinces me that both the male and the female look
after the young.

T have noticed that before a parent Magpie Robin enters the

first percheson a branch about three feet from the nest and above
it. Then, if vhere is nothing to alarm it, it hops onto another
branch about a couple of feet below the nest and waits to make
sure that there is no danger before it flies to the sill of the
entrance it thinks that we are observing it, it flies
into the + compound, They always use the entrance hole.

As they invariably perch at exactly the same spots, on the same
branches, du.ing the approach ritual, it should not be too

ring the , 2g birds. :

(This. air of Magpie Robins have been seen in our garden for many

are the sarie birds that have been in our garden for so many yearSe >. .

They sing beautifully: whistling tunes and also chirring. noises.

warning signal, for, though it is not conclusively certain, I have

venture too close, Although I have often heard and seen the male
make this chirring sound I have not ever seen the female doing
so, I vonder if only the male can do so. Both the male and the
female often sing lustily.)

Note. The cover picture shows the broken nest box with occupant.

eee 3

¢put could neither find nor hear anything even when
a short while later, ryto

he put his finger into the nest. However 3

later, o 4 ® ad

'check-list'. at,birdhouse goes through an elaborate safety

e also want todifficult shotograph them by remote control.

4blue
1965 and its wing1ale was netted on 20years. was

4was round to be 90 mm. alu inium band was put around its
left leg on that day by which it has been confirmed that these

The chirrr 3 chirrr sound seems to be sort of alarm call or a

o

observed that this sounc is made whenever cats crows ol humans

at a
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BIRDWATCHING IN MUSSOORIE

By

Recently I spent eight enjoyable days in Mussoorie and the adjoin~ing area and this opportunity to observe the birds inthis region. On my first morning in Mussoorie I went for a strollto the Gun Hill. Here I came across a small flock of RufousbelliedBabblers, They were jumping from one rock to another and hidingin the tall srass anc bushes which gfew in between the rocks, It
Was evident that they did not like the early morning intruder intheir territory and they tittered harshly as tney kept a closewatch on my progress. On my way back from the Gun Hill I made a.detour by rond. Here then passing through ank
area in which there was thick Toliage on either side of the roadI heard what a Flowerpecker. The Flowerpeckerwas on valley side audI was waitiag for it to make its
appearance, when a sky blue ball flew over my head from thehillside ard cettled on A rock just a few feet below me. I
completely forgot the Fowerpecker and stood marvelling at the
beauty of my new friend -~ a Verditer Flycatcher. It was a
Splendid svecimen, just the sizo of a sparrow and it showednot the least sign of alarm at my presence, He just sat there onthe rock and looked me all over. It almost seemed as if he was
waiting for me to shrow a crumb at him. Then he suddenly flew
away out of signt and I continued on my way.

; nagpie robins, jungle babb ers, parakeets,bulbuls, black crongs and other comion birds. Then I saw asolitary Shrike. This bird was not difficult to
recognize because of tne conspicuous black band through the eyesand the rufous back, Is was sitting in a tree by the roadside
and when I aporeache iv flew away to a more distant tree from
where it kept a sharp eve on me. I went nearer and again itflew avay,tbinaliy, the Kearby a pair b£~hoopoes

playing the same gas with me as the shrike and flew from the
Shade of one tree to the next as I walked on, However, they were
not so shy as the shr ke and finally, they let me pass very close
to them while they waitec. in the shade of a huge banyan tree, Alittle further on there was a water tap and a magpie robin was
quenching its thirst in the pool that had formed below the
tag. [co was very warm and both I and the magpie robin were
equally tnirsty. "hen I approached the tap the magpie robin xretreatea just a yarc so and then when I moved away it hopved
back to heve its
A couple of days later I started on a trek from Mussoorie toTenri, £n early morning in a Hinalayan. jungle is an unforgettable

and whisties of numerous other birds. Leading the orchestra wasthe ace mimic ci the forests, the racket-tailed dronzo, who
regaled.the with his varied calls and songs, I identified
two species of doves ~= the Spotted Dove and the Rinse Dove, About
ten minutes after I had entered the forest I heard a commotion alittle to my right on tne hillside, Expecting to-see some wild .

animals I peered intentlv through the undergrowth. To my pleasant
surprise I saw two Red Junglefowls scrataching the jungle floor
and it cut over some juicy worm. However, they auicklytook alarm at my presence and vanished in the undergrowth. A little

experience, especially to LCA

further on, a junglefowl rushed across the road a few yards ahead
f



of me, in great panic. I discovered the cause of its panic as twoVillagers armed with sticks who were coming round a corner fromthe opposite direction, There was one bird whose call was veryuch to be heard in the jungle, but which I could neither see noridentify, I had heard the same bird in the Kulu Valley the previousyear and I think it is a regular visitor to the Himalayan foothillsevery' summer, It has a very pleasant call consisting of just twonotes, which it repeats regubarly at short intervals. The notessound something like koo-kuk, as if somebody is playing the notesE-C on a descending sCale - can it be a Pigmy Owlet? Perhaps somereader may be able to. identify the bird although I realize thatthe data supplied by me is very insufficient for proper identiflescation, When I was nearing Kaudia, the tranquility of the forest

The track emerged from the forest near a village called Kapul Paniand there there was a Steep descent to Tehri along a track which

the sky over the valley on the rights

was rifle shot, It was apitiable reminde of the j nglefowl's panic,

and hugg dclung to the rockwall one side the valley en theother, There were huge lizards an chameleons in the holes andcrevices in the rockface on the left, kite circled in

tvas a little surprised to see this bird here but then a littledown the hill Slope there were terraced fields and down into thevalley were water-logged paddy fields. Possibiy the kite hadstrayed up to this height away from the water, to hunt lizards inthe rocks. In the terraced fields I saw the somewhat rarewhitecheeked bulbuls. Unlike their more commonly seen counterpartsthe redwhiskered and redvented bulbuls, the whitecheeked bulbulshave a yellow vent instead of a red one. I also saw sone morerutousbacked shrikes and now and then a Kashmir Roller (blue jay)which looked majestic in flight. Near the village of Ram Gaen ISaw a Splendid specimen (male) of a crested bunting. Survrisinglyit made no sign of flying away even when I approached very close,Then a thunderstorm with lightening flashes broke out over theTehri Garhwal hills and it brought my birdwatching to an abruptend,

On my last day in Mussoorie I once again went to Gun Hill in themorning and took a stroll to Savoy in. the evening. I was rewardedwith the sight of two uncommon birds that day <~ a kestre] nesting .ina tall tree on th approachtree on Gun Hill and some scarletminivets in cluster of trees the Savoy.
dk a

;

rs

THE STORY OF 'KOTUR?
T.V. JoseBy

to me and
On achat there TY Reighbour!s
From the details the nest and the bird he descrLbed, it wasplain that the bird was a coppersmith (Megalaima haemacephala) .

son ane reby tree,
a

. The nest and the nestting
I found the stump 20 ft. above the ground slightly turned upwardshowing a dark Cevression on the upper side at the jagged end,Which turned out to be the mouth of the hole, The hole at itsmouth measured 2 ins across and was 6 inches in depth, That thehole should be thus open to the sky seem/to me an unusual /eéoccurrence, as always observed coppersmith birds choose to excavatenest holes from tye lover side of a dead branch or the side of skvertical or slanting stem.
As I approached the chick the only one left in the hole it
ft was dark<greyish in colour with incipient feather buds bordering
Sensed danger an instantly iay flat close to the vood motionless

5
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the wings; othervise, it appeared naked and blind too, As soonas { put my fingers into the hole in an attempt to catch it, itto the bottome, However, I could take it out though with
some difficulty.
There was no lining of cotton or any soft material used to padthe nest. The bottom of the nest was covered with the chick's

droppings. Yet the accumulated excretadid not stink, In general features the hote of a
bears a striking resemblance to that of the snall green barbet -

(Hegalaima viridis). I do not however remember whether the piledup faeces in the latter case were odorous or odourless as I cameacross one nest some years back, One thing seen/* etty sure that

ithdrew

what might seem to be unhygienic has evidently little to do withthe health of the chicks in either case, Chicks are always spotelessly clean, and healthy.
Threatened, as it was, by its natural enemies on the one hand,for the tree had harboured many Sinister~looking crowenests, and
neighbours! children on the other, I thought the chick would beSafer under my care. My overwhelming desiré to study the chick's
growth and behaviour, was another tempting reason to kidnap it
from its lawful parents.-In our room I kept it on our table in aSoft pad of cotton cloth, between two rows of books.

Life under our roof
with apparent ease the young coppersmith adapted itself to the
new surroundings. On calling it, 'koturt it would open'its beak
and attempt to grab the food held out to it. peeningly, it was
unable to judge the direction of food for in the nest the direction
was restricted always to the open side, With the food safely inits mouth, the clamour and fuss it made at each time would fade
out. Kotur's diet generally consisted of ripe plantain, grapes(peeling off skin), figs and chikku. Except for the meagre quantityof insect food that it might have got through fruits like those
of banyan and peepul, provided occasionally, there was no insect
food as such in its menu, since we did not know what-sort ofinsects it would eat. Deficiency of nitrogenous food, I am afraid,had .an adverse effect on its-overall Browth and particularly onthe growth of feathers. We gave it food in smal] quantities, fearingindigestion. When none of us was at home, the young bird had to
Starve, Nevertheless, after my coming from office I used to make1

up the shortage by feeding it till as late as 10,30 at night.
Some significant activities

At this time one surprising fact came to my notice: that nature
has failed to provide any marked colour in the mouth of the chick,as might. be seen among a variety of birds, of which the purpose
may .be to help their parents to feed their offspring rightly and
evenly in the confusing colour of the nest and nestlings, After
a moment's thought I realized the futility of any colour, however
bright, exccpt possibly white, where the chicks have to live in
dark holes,

a meal was over not only did its agitation die out but theFt

chick crawled ouickly backward and lay flat for sone time. We all
know that a backward movement, whether among birds or oodher
animals, is very uncommon and perhaps even unnatural. To understand
then this peculiar habit we have to go a little decoy into the

hold lifc of coppersmiths.
The cepth of their nests varics from 5 to 7 or a little
MOLe e Variation I think depends on the texture or the wood they
choose for boring. In one nest, selected at random, the inside
Space somewhere in the centre. measured roughly 2 inches diameter
(vertical section) and mouth of the hole inches, The hindmost

3
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portion of the tunnel, is invariably used for depositing their
droppings. The remaining portion is very much linitec consideringthe area required by the number of chicks, usually three and
rarely four; that have to live till they are full grown, Chicks
of them cannot thrust their head. and neck equally well and catchthe attention of their parents to reccive food. As soon as one
Succeeds in satisfying itself with the food offered to it, itWould recede allowing the other to have its turn and the parentbird thus completes the.round with no feeling of confusion, over=
feeding or underfe&ding. This arrangement t hus helps to feed thechicks impartially from the youngest to the eldest, with the careanc attention proper to them. I surmise thorefore the lack ofdistinct colour in the younglings' mouth can be interpreted
meaninglfully in this context only.

of different sizes are found in So, at feeding all

Another occasion at which it ra ld likewise crawlbackward was when

excreta at the rearemost corner of the cavity. +
it wanted to evacuate its bowel, T! is is in order to denosit the

AS days passed we observed that the bird was capable of producingtwo types of sound, One was just diminutive of its adult stage from
Which it earned its namc, Coppersmith, and heard it producingduring the interval between one moal and the other calling for our *
attention; and the other, described roughly, was much like a faint *
hissing noise emitted by a hot nail dipped in cold water, a signof satisfaction, heard only after every meal, but lost its identity

Unless it felt hungry, it would drowse most of the tine. However »it was not without activities of its own when it was awake. Attimes soon after food taking it would run the tongue inside the
beak over and over. Sometimes, as if it was dreaming or imaginingthe proximity of food, it would open its mouth, thrust forwardhead and neck and 'eat airt, This mock food taking was repeatedso often and earnestly that one might think that the chick was

planned exercise to improve the related muscles of head and neckvo snatch the food next time more efficiently. Fancy apart, couldthat havo been due to some im minor disorder of the'digestive
systom caused by our faulty feeding as, for example, hiccup in

when it grew into fledgeling.

Speaking to itself will eat thus and thus let thefood cone Vithin my reach.! Sometimes I fancied it

humans? :

Flight of Psychodas (a kind of tiny flies found on fruits) too
near the chick. ould sometimes tempt the chick to chase them,But never nave seen it catching any,
For some time I observed that sudden. sounds make the chick instinct.-ively silent and crouch flat on the table, But in course of time,when the chick was accustomed with disturbances of the room, it _grew indifferent to.such signs that otherwise called for cautionsIf, therefore, we want to sce the life-saving instincts of the
later life, they should be reared, as far as possible, in secluded
places, ..away from the hubbub of our life.

achicks we preserved and snarp enough to become or any use in

Further developments

On the 19th I was satisfied to see the feather stalks elongated,even their olive green tops sprouted, but not sufficiently longand spread out to cover the body completely. To my delight the day
ee SE ee OD EE OS One tee et cee Onn er was OS OE OR Om

le.c. Stuart Baker says in his book THE NIDIFICATION OF BIRDS
OF. THE INDIAN EMPIRE that three eggs are generaliy laid, sometimes
only two and rarely four.
This means incubation begins as soon as the first ees is laid,

7
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day before, I saw it preening its scanty feather buds or making
attempts to do so. It was learning animportant lesson in personal
hygienc. Now its eyes were fully open, and what was more, its
eye-sight was improving day by day. Coppersmith chicks have poor
eye~sight as compared with bulbul chicks, or perhaps, for that
matter, any chicks of open nests, At this time, ar a little
earlier, came stretching exercises, Now and then it would stretch
out one of its wings and the leg of that side to the extent it
could, Yet another activity of far -more importance was its trainingof wing muscles for the oncoming flight. It would lower its front
portion close to the wooden plank of the table to get a grip overit and stretch out both wings and vibrate briskly. In spite of all
these activities, the little one had not full control over its
muscles, and, as a result, it faltered in attempts reauiring skill
and avtention. Flapping exercises continued until at last it became
a full fledged flier. How docs it manage all these various activi-
ties requiring considerable space in its narrow tunncl nest?
On the <Oth I cleaned its beak, cheek, brow and throat with tipof damp towcl. I noticed that Kotur could straighten its knees
letting the weight of its body fall on its feet, In the days that
followed it-learnt to hop and by and by it would hop all over the
table, sometimes going into narrow spaces between rows of books
that somewhat resembled its nest hole, And what. was once hopping
now turned to short flight, On 28th, Kotur flew a distance of about
7 £t. without stopping. It was a horizontal flight, Its flights,in this as in those that followed immediately, were aimless, They
were attempts to the unknown, but repeated with verve and vigoutf.
The thrill of new experience robbed its desire for food as its
food taking in those days was found unusually irregular and far
reduced. The kok, kok (not tonk, tonk; the difference between the
sound of the Chick and that" of the parents (adults) to my ear.
mainly lics in the shallowness'and quicker repetition of the former)
noisc was also very much reduced. In short, all its attention now

to have converged to theone task of flight.Scemed

On our shelf I fixed a dead branch with many tiny twigs. This gave
Opportunity to the bird to Icarn gripping, hopping and aiming at
one twig from the othcr, Kotur lcarnt quickly ascending and
horizontal flights, but scem/tnable for a time to fly dovmward.
But by the 3rd May it could come down from the branch to the tabke
to cat without our help, And on 5th, a Saturday, it directly flew
down on the head of my brothcr asking for food.

1

Ever since Kotw was-able to fly it preferred to'roost on the
branch or tree we fixed on the shelf. This shows that coppersmiths
can sleep on branches too, like any other birds.

A

--However, I was cager to test the truth of the statement that
Goppersmiths use their nest hole as a roost eyen after their
parental duties are over for the year. On several nights I wriggica
ypithe tree to examine the nost hole where Kotur's parcnts were
suppesed to roost, But alvays I found it empty, and unuscd.

T hasten to add that the finding is not sufficicnt to prove anything
contrary to the observation made on this point by othors. Onc of
the studies I carricd out later proved that Coppcrsmiths do roost
in thoir nest holes, as well aS on twigs. In one.. case both the
parents spent nights in once hole with their chick or chicks in

habits and. I. hope my efforts in, this direction will soon be
rewarded.

that nest. But much is about their roosting

(To be cont inued )
»
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and in coriversation with the Curator was. informed that there are

THE ARRIVAL OF THE GOLDEN ORIOLE IN
SAHARANPUR, U.P

By

E. We. Ramble

Herc, in Saharanpur, the Golden Oriole is alocal. migrant and its

1947 : 27 March 1953
1948 1 April 1964 a 5 April.

1950 2 April 1966

natural 'esting' sottings and the Museum is well worth a visits
I was surprised to scc-a pair of Golden Oriolcs (no nest) there,

generally one or two sightings reported by birdwatchers in the
south of England every summcre

The Blackheaded Oriole

Curiously enough the Blackheadcéd Oricle docs not visit Saharanpur,
I was stationed at Monghyr (Bihar). between 1954-1962 the

opposite was the caso, the .Blackheaded Oriole being common and

One year a Blackheaded Oriole chick was found under a banyan trec
in very large: gardon, tle nevor located the nest nor found a
sccond chick, The parent birds were considerably agitated; the
chick had barely. a.covering of feathers and could not even stand
up. As a temporary measure my wife put it into a small wicker
eage and hung it under the banyan tree. You can imagine our
delight and surprise to find that the parent birds began to foced
it through the cage.slats. Timo passed, the cage was taken indoors
at nights and hung under the tree during the day. Marauders such
as crows and tirumtccs were viciously attackcd by the parents.
The chick flourished and grew into a handsome youngstcre The

problem next was to release the bird. Obviously, with no strength

20 ft. x 10 ft. x 8 ft. high in which I kept a varicty of grain
eating birds only. This aviary was at the back of the house while *

about inside the aviary and a fow days later we relcased ite

The last we saw of it up in a tree with the parent birds

ok xc

9
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A NOTE ON Otus scops

By

Robort L. Fleming, Ph.D,
About twenty years ago I heard a small owl calling at dusk, I didnot recognize it. 'Pluck=pak-pluck' it would reveat over and over'again, Barlowganj, Mussooric, U.P., where I heard it, is about5000 Feet in altitude and is surrounded by steep rocky slopesith banunia trees, +

In Nepal, fiftcen ycars lator, I again heard this bird in -theRapti Dun near the Narayani River, The altitude was about 1000feet and the forest was largely sal. It was woll after dark when

+ i
the monotonous sound began and could Ltocate the verstree the flashlight revealed no bird,
It was in Jhapa-District, the extreme South-castern district ofNepal terai, that we camped in January, 1965, Here again, severalindividuals of this illusive bird, punctuated the night air,Stumbling over logs in a cuteover forest I finally glimpsed aSmall owl sitting on a stump in an open glade of light forest,It flew into tall trees. neary-by and again I could not find it.'I counted 247 'pluck-pak=plucks! before it stopped,
Throe weeks later we camped in the foothills on tho border ofJhapa and Ilam districts, in a heavy, mixcd forest at 800 fect,Again our little fricnd began to sound off, this time a halfhour before dusk. Our son, R.L. Fleming II soon rcturned with abeautiful bright reddish-tan phased Otus scops. This was now afamiliar sound throughout the terai an into the Nepalese foot-hills to about 3500 foet, Wo were in Kanchanpur two months later;
across.

the district of the terai, Hereacross the Tanakpur a specimena

in front of us into a similar tree near-by.
an oad dav light, It was silent but flew out of leafy tree

» Tt had taken so many years to know that 'pluck-pak-pluck worethe notes of the North Indian Scops Owl!
2 oO

UNEXPECTED BIRD

By

Lalsinh Mi Raol
4

very good spot fa waterbirds, cspecially wadcers'a t Rajkot inthe river Aji where the city sewage wator flows, a little down-~

is aT was out for birdwatching in'tho cvoning on 18.3.61. Thero

Stream behind the Central Jail. There is also anothor small streamof dirty sewage watcr in front of tho Central Jail, After a litticmeandcring it flows into the Aji, Just whore it takes a turn tothe last, a group of three birds attracted my attention. Though Ihad never scen those birds before, I could at once identify thom.They were Pied Mynas. To make sure I wrote down tho descriptionof the birds, later to compare it with tho book. On referring toWhistlcr I found that I was correct in my identification, I wasvery much surprised to find Picd Mynas in Rajkot as that bird isnot mentioned by R.S, Dharmakumarsinhji in his BIRDS 68
SAURASHTRA. Thus my sighting the bird on 18.3.61 may perhaps bethe first record of that bird from Saurashtra. Tho Picd Mynas wereafterwards scen by K.S, Lavkumar and a student of his at differentplaces on different occasions in Saurashtra,

10
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Recently I was lucky enough to come across the Pied Myna again.
While taking a stroll in the Darbar Baug at Jasian on 18.4.66 at
about 6.45 pem,, I saw a solitary Pied Myrna. It caught my eye
when it flew fram the ground into a nearby trme. Then it alighted
to take a bath from the running water of a small water Course.

+

¥.8, Shivrajkumar of is a well-known andkeen birdwatcher.

COMMON TREES. By Dr. Hs Santapau. pp. 138, Hational Book %
Trusts Price

e In@ians, (readers of the Newsletter excepted) generally

thirty-six of the commoner trees of our. country. Santapau's
gasy informal manner of writing makes it a pleasure to-read his
pook. The twenty-nine line illustrations of leaf_and flower are
-geeurate and pleasing, while there are twelve coloured plates.

could have wished for more, but considering the price, twelve.
a generous number. We hope that the intentions of the National

Beok Trust will be réalizcd and the book will indeed find its
way into the hands of every 'intelligent layman' in India.

LF.

CORPESPONDENCE

about an. tree regi da
Geppersmith chose to peck its red flower. Once it battered one

of all the puddles spread all over there.
; T.V. Jose .-

notes from Delhi

'eagles that our ten year old daughter was fired by enthusiasm
ard insisted that they were Lammergelers ant me had to agree
reat 'oxcent in sige they filled the book's description and must
@ 80.



Editor,
Newsletter for Birdwatchers,

0 11s:

We have not been out birdwatching so much this year as last as we have
taken up sailing at the weekends, but even this sport gives one some
wonderful views. The eagles are many round the river, but none of them
look like Pallas's Fishing "agles: We saw our first Avecets and Skimmers,
and on a rough day we heve sailed almost into duck and teal
before they have heard us.

Our house is not far from the Jamma. The garden is small and
mainly shrubs and inhabited largely by the three kinds of bulbuls, tailor
Birds, sunbirds and ashy-wren warblers.. Twice we saw Sirkeer Cuckoo (two
years ago) but this year our only unusual visitors have been two Grey
Hornbills (on two occasions), a Iarge Green Parbet, and a Sparrow Hawk

into our house! I believe he is now stuffed and on display in the Bombay
Natural History Museum.

a

crushed to its death against our glass door last November
while chasing a Little From Dove (also'a ? who thought to escape

4

A month or so ago, a pair of White-eye, with a minute baby in tow,
hopped along into a bush where .I was pruning They were a delightful
Sight, but I never saw them agains we1

4
We are Locking forward to seeing Peter Scott!s film WILD WINGS

about Slimbridge next week. The Zoological Study Cirele is arranging it
with the British Information Service, who have just received the film

0
from London. Tt should be very interesting.

M.C. Robertson.

Re %, Te

Birdwatching in Khanewal, Pakistan:

I normally live in "hanewal (Pakistan). It is a great-place for
birds, however particularly in the 'spring and autumn seasons and one can
see many Palaearctic species in full breeding plumage in late éerll --
such as Grey Plover, Dunlin, Eartailed Godwits, Greater.Mongolian, Sand

(breeding) to mention but a rewPlovers 9 fentish Plovers

Tide Roberta.

. Bird notes from Rawathahata, Rajasthan:

Much of our astonishment, an osprey. is staying in the neighhourhood
and seen. over the river every now and then. A euckoo. (Cueulus canorus )
rather light grey in colour as. compared to whet we have seen in Seden was
heard and seen (indeed at 10 ft. distance).I also believe I have heard a
greenshank which I ptesume should be ruled out. 4 kinds. of kingfishers "+

both specimens of small minivets, pied crested cuckoo, paradise flycatchers
and many more are on the list we are preparing.

1 S.0. Nilsson.

vafar Futehally

32-A, Juhu lane, Andheri,
BOMBAY 56-AS.


