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PRESS RELEASE

Indiscriminate Tree Felling in Sharavati Valley of Western Ghats

Western Ghats is one of the well-known regions for its tropical forests. The flora and fauna
of Sharavati valley is considered to be diverse and as rich as the Silent Valley in Kerala.
Like Silent Valley, Sharavati is host for Lion tailed macaque, which is on the verge of
extinction. Bombay Natural History Society has conducted a detail survey of Sharavati
valley and it has reported that out of eighteen biodiversity hotspots all over the world,
Sharavati valley is one among them The construction of Sharavati Tail Race Project for
generating hydro electricity will submerge 703 hectares of evergreen forests in Sharavati
valley. In 1998 late Dr Kusma Sorabt{zﬁnched Appiko Movement (embracing frees) to
save the forests of Sharavati valley. e B e Al L

Remaining forests of the valley in facing a severe threat from the Karnataka Forest
Department (KFD). The Forest Department has carried on extensive felling of green trees
in Sharavati valley. Recently, peoples’ Organisation, Parisara Sanmrakshana Kendra,
based in Sirsi_gr Uttara Kannada district sent a team of Scientists and Researchers to
investigate these felling. (The detail report is enclosed with press release).

The area where felling have taken place is Mahime (Forest Survey No 169). This is part of
Gersoppa Forest Range in Honnavar Forest Division. This is not part of the submersion
area of Sharavati Tail Race Project.

The findings are:

The KFD has felled green trees in violation of the State Government order. The surprising
fact is, this extensive tree felling is going on a large scale even without the official sanction
of the forest department.

The team found that for extracting one tree 48 green trees with a girth of above 30

centimeters are felled. Further while felling one tree as many as 2860 small plants are

cut. In order to transport the timber cut from one trej 295 square meters of forest

area is clear felled. road B et st~

Any tree felling in natural forests has to be cleared by Ministry of Environment and roboen,
Forests, Government of India. However, this felling was done without their permission.

The felling of green trees have taken place in violation of State Government order passed

in 1990 banning the cutting of green trees in natural forests. The clear felling of natural

forests was banned in 1985. However, even this ban has been violated.

These felling are also in violation of the Supreme Court interim order dated 12.12.1996 in
W.P.number 202/95.




Interestingly, it is in the same area that the Karnataka Forest Department has raised the
cane plantations in 1997 with aid from Overseas Development Agency, United Kingdom.
Due to the felling the cane plantations is destroyed.

This area is part of ‘Kathle Kan’ (Black Forests) or the sacred groves. The KFD has
called upon the people to protect sacred groves. Ironically, the same department is
destroying the sacred grove. The department that has the responsibility to conserve the
forests and sacred groves is destroying them.

We have heard that there are numerous cases of felling of green trees by KFD not only in
Uttara Kannada, but also in many other regions of Western Ghats in Karnataka. If this
trend of deforestation continues, the forests will disappear in few years. There is an
immediate need put an end to felling and to investigate these and act against officials
involved in this case.

In 1983, the people living in Malenad region of Western Ghats launched Appiko
Chaluvali to save the forest resources. Due to pressure built up by the movement the State
Government banned clear felling of natural forests and put a moratorium on felling of
green trees. Now the time has come to revive the Appiko Movement to save the
remaining natural forests in Western Ghats. Parisara Sanmrakshana Kendra, the
Organisation behind Appiko Chaluvali has approached the Chief Minister and the Forest
Minister and Ministry of Environment and Forests, Delhi to investigate the green felling in
the state. It has also pressurised the government to initiate actions against the officials who
have violated the rules.

PRESS RELEASE

Parisara Sanmrakshana Kendra

Hulemalgi Bros,

Chowkimath road,

SIRSI - 581 401

Uttara Kannada

KARNATAKA October 27, 1999

PH: 08384-25139
Fax: 08384-27839
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