i or Gujarati} to Kareem Bhai (lecal aclive
rampLir g\,r,f}ij' Aam ugj, __anc,tuqr'ls Tah. Pal:

=9
Walfare Ru

r:nctudr N, wia P

Cn Fri, 18 Jun 1283, ashish kethari viroete:

= |5 it passible to get any maore details, ar the name af someone who would be
= wailling io give us some?

Ashish

From: Hansraj MNeg
To: ashish k ot?'a ‘
Subject' des

- Date: Fri

"hern was a news in the air about denotification of some areas

| Ph: 81-80-3%
: | Fax 81-80-
voiutionary and Organismal Biclogy
Unit, E;éodt\..-'ers.tg,' lab !
Jawaharial Nehru Cenire for Advanced| e-mails: negihr@ces.iisc.emetin |
antfic heaeafcn i neginn@incasr.ac.in
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On Tha, 17 Jun 1833, ashish kothar vaota:

= [mar Hans Raj,
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= From: Arun Agnihotri <tufhuttocrk@eatvam net in>
= To: =nathistory-india@lists Princeton EDU=

= Subject Balaram Ambaji Wildlife Sanctuary.

= Date: Sahurday, November 25, 2000 8:37 AM

=

= According to reports coming from friends and other sources in Gandhinagar and gauging
the jubilant mood of certain ‘industrialists’, it seems that the Gujarat government is bewmo to
pressure from the powerfil mineral miners’ " lobby. It is seriously considering denotifying
gither the entire or huge chunk of the 544-sq km Balaram Ambagl Wildlife Sancmm "pread

acrozg the Banaskantha district.
= Should it happen, the denctification will be in line with similar measures taken by
the State in other wildlife sanctuaries like the Narayan Sarovar in Kutch and peripheral areas
nf Gir forest, which also have rich mineral deposits.

= The govt. iz alzo considering denotifying the charcoal-rich Banni grasslands.

Declared a wildiife sanctuaryl 989 under t‘ne Wildlife Protection Act, the
Banaskantha sanctuary has about 20-26 bears and 23-30 leoparde. It iz also rich in herbal
medicinal plants, including the Arjun tree and dense forests. The sanctuary has for long been
eyed by miners because ofits depx vsits of limestone, marble and granite that are q)read over a
500-hectare area Additional Chief Secretary (E:m:mment and Forests), Mr. P Basu iz
reported to have presided over a meeting to discuss the possible denotification of
= the sanctuary. = The Supreme Court had banned all such activities in protected areas, but
> later, the apex court acked all States to form high-powver committees, which would consider
various demands of miners to re-start work = The agenda for thursday's meeting states, that if
need be, the entire sanctuary could be denotified and that the govt. would not have to
appmach the State Assembly or even the Wildlife Board for pﬁfxﬂa@l@ﬂ'

Alternatively, the meeting would alzo discnss the pmmmhtv of cutting a
= 10-km area of the sanctuary, whers tminerals are found. Official sources claim that in this
case the Government may escape the need to get the Union Government's permission &= it i
bemg done according to the Supreme Court's s relief to consider application from nuners.

-

= Request profes

= Shri. Keshubhai Patel,

= Chief Minister,

= Oujarat

= = Email: www.gnjaratindia.com Phone: 02712-32611 to 32619

= Fax: 32601 to 32606

- Shri Kanjibhai Maganbhai Patel Forest & Environment. Phone: 20366 20384
= Shri Dilipbhai Manibhat Patel> Mines and Mineral(Ind Charge).

= Phone: 20302 22005

> Shri Prabhateinh Pratapsinh Chanhan Deputy Minister Forest & Environment.
=20178 20633




