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REPTILE RESOURCES IN ALIFUUTU, RESERVE

The important reptfies in reserve are tHe following:

Nile ocodile ( Crogodylus niloticys)
Nile/Monitor ( Vafanus niloticus

can Savana MopitorAf
( Geochelone ardalis)

arsh Terrapin/( Pelomedusa subrufa)
ver turtle(Trionyx triungui4)

Roc Python (PytKon sebae)
Chameleo genus ( Perhaps several specjés)

Softshelled
African

The Alifuutu swamp from alifuutu to Balbale provides ideal habitat for the

waterspread of Sabllale and Haway barrage. Shells of dead terrapins were also
observed on the banks of Lake Jeerad. It is not certain wether the fishermen
at Dirame/Sabllale Yarre use river turtles as food or just kill them if they are
caught in the set-net. Both the soft-shelled turtle and the river terrapin are
in the CITES APPENDIX II and needs to be monitored and their status in the reserve

apt
TURTLE RESOURCE:

river terrapin. During the course of 1990 Shebbele crocodile survey
several river terrapins as well as soft-shelled river the

he al Leh ane} Aobetse iS do be Aeforwered_ in be reservedetermined.

G. MONITOR LIZARDS CHAME LIECNS

The density of nile monitor is not as high with-in the Alifuutu resrve as
it is elsewhere. This may be due to the fact that the river does not have much

exposed sandy banks and is rather swampy. Whereever there have been sandy banks
remain submerged most of the time due to retention of water in the Sabllale and
Haway barrage. The best nile monitor area in the reserve is along the river
between Balballe and Dirame.

The African savana monitor is much rarer a species In
the course of our survey only one savana monitor was observed ( a dead one ) near
Sabllale Yarre village.Perhaps in the transition belt of the sand dunes and the
thorn-bush savana vegetation on the eastern boundary of the reserve this monitor
has stronghold. As oy
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