
did accept
4

meribership But the

immeciate background, which prompted

daa not enthuse meg, smi/with my proncunced academic

m ngs there was a strongY resistance in me on

academic grounds, to putting che cart before the horse$

should have priority

tkvelopment ersit

the nev laboratories were to ke

organiZed before the
a,

years paleBat
oc
cons

be
reatly At ook t

vinced that Dr Bhatnagar« ealised as strongly as





&
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December 14, 1968

Vi gyan Bhavan, New Delhi

PRIME MINISTER'S TRIBUTE

The Prime Minister ef India (Shri Jewaharla] Nehru) Dr. Subbarayan,
De. Krighnan, and friends: I de net know how to inaugurate

@ birthday anniversary, but I suppese--as Dr. Subbarayan
A ae is suppesed te ssy amething abeut the persen

whose birthday anniversary it is. Yet, surely, you have

mot'gathered here today, I take it, te hear a leng list ef

the scientific publications of Dr. Erichaaa, but rather te

do heneur and pay hemage to kim for what he is.

, MORE THAN A SCIENTIST

He is, os is known, o great scientist. Dut he is
sencthing "ore than thet, and it is that semething mere

that has attracted peeple te him.

SCIENCE VS. OTHER ASPECTS

Today, there are many preblems in the werld, but

perhaps ene ef the basic probl ams is hew to co-ordinate,

hew te bring together science and sertain other vi tal

aspects ef life. Everyone knows of the tremendeus achieve-

ments ef science and technolegy. Almost every day brings

ame new revelution, some new discovery, seme new invention,

seme new advance. Still our minds get a little benumbed in

trying to understand the consequences ef al] that we read

er hear about. But one fact is clear

:
the modern werld

tinSee

ee
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hag been powerfully affected, and is daily being by

acience and technol egy.

SCIENCE AND HUMAN ADVANCE

That leads to another prebles ¢ as to hew far this

tremendous knowledge ef science and technelegy is eovrelated

to human advance, apart fran the purely physical plane. Science

dabbles in the physical world and has advanced very greatly ia
the last, let us my, twe or three generations, changing the

whele concept ef the physical wérld and epening cut new avenues

and new vistas. Suddenly ene feels that while ene knews--er

at any rate, the wise scientist kaewa-se much about the physi-
eal werld, yet ene is en the threshold really ef ether kinds

ef knowledge which might take one to same unknown regions ef

thought. All this is well known.

MAN UNABLE TO MATCH SCIENTIFIC POWER

'The difficulty arises, aa I said, ef eatehing up with

all this knovledge which hes been placed befere mankind by the

men Of science. <All the prob]eme-whether it is the preblen ef

the atemic benb er the hydrogen benb--ultimately derive from scienti-

fic diaceveries. All the time, the nuclear benb is, sort of,

hanging ever us, without eur knewing when it might fall. All
these powers have descended upen man befere prebably man is
fit te exercise them. He has not grown up te match these

pevere-act grewa up in ether ways. What are these other waya?

One may describe them as one likes, but they are ways of the

human being developing, not only intellectually but in other

aspects.
THE "PERFECT CITI ZEN®

New what is[resarksble and likeable abeut Dr.Krishnan

ia that he is net a mere scientist. A great scientist as he

is, he is something more and it is alwys thst amething more
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that makes all the difference to a human being. Whatever)prefes-

sien or job he might be may be an eminent scientist, or

engineer, er decter, er pelitician, er whatever else he might be
if a persen lives in that greeve, he may susceed-he is likely te

succeed-in his life's jeuraey, but he will still be--perhaps &

little-lepsided, one-sided, werking in @ greeve, however deep

that greeve might be, and 80, he ceases te he may cease

to be-the "pefect citizen". Nene of us are perfect oi sens.

THE "INTEGRATED BEING"

Im the eld days, when knowledge--geientific and ether-

was, ina sense, limited, edudatienista--whether in Indias er in

ether countries-eimed at preducing the "yhele man", the "integ-

rated personality" not a very clever enginesr, er a very geed

deetor, or a very fine scientiat, whe knews nething about the

rest of life, But that bas became, today, wery difficult. Fer,

because of the range ef knowledge, we have specialists everywhere.

We eannet de without thes. Specialists are very eminent men. But

they knew a great deal abeut their own mabject and perhaps very

little abeut humanity.

reyomaw ; A "LOVARLE" MAW

Again, the chief virtue, as I eee it, and the chief

charm of Br. Kri ghuan de that he sees life asa whele. He is & pete lor

net enly a bat apart from being @ classics] schelar,

he is taking interest in may things like music. He is, abeve

all, a likeable and lovable human being, full ef huncur. (Cheers.)

Ihave me doubt that all of you who have gathered here and many

a-large numbers of othere-ia India. today and elsewhere

who know about him, whe edmire him and like his, do g0 more

because ef his various other attaiments If he was simply a

other

acientiat, he would not be liked se mosh, It ie ebvious that

Dr. Krishnan is liked by all cf us. 5¢, there is that apecial

thing in him.
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HUANZTY AND SPIRITUALITY

And that lends me te the sme problen which I menti ened

te you 8 hew to eenbine this great advanse in science with the

advance in the qualities that ge te make a great human being--
humanity if you like, semething spiritual if you like, eall it
what yeu like. All thie is, preswably, necesssry fer a

man", an "integrated persemlity". We see seme such person in
Br. Krishnan whe, ingpite ef hie great learning, has yet
retained in him the commen touch of husour, ef humanity, and

ee we adsire hin, we reapest hin, kit avers all, we love hin!

(Cheers. )

THE SCIENTIst's REPLY

Dr. X. 5. Keisheaas Mr. President, Mr. Prine Minister and friends 1

de net intend te make ao long apeech ¢ in fact, I de net intend

te make a apeech at all. The escasion needs merely my coming

befere you with felded hands to asy how grateful I am te you

fer the many kind sentiments which were expressed. I wish I

deserved a mall pert of it, but in any case my ideals are

fairly high and sane ef the thinga whieh you were pleased te

my fit in with my ideals, net vite the man.

OF REARA

One ef them is asséciated, Mr. Prine Minister, with

a very dietinguished neighbear ef youra--the Ashraa,

an many ef you know, is just on the ether side ef the read ef

Agua Bhavan. 'There is a very touching incident which ie related

te it, in the Krishna Yajurvedsa. They wished me anether 80

years. I bad a little time beforeleame to the mike te plan

what I should attempt to do during those sixty years. (Lauchter.)

dveja



I am mot a Sanskrit achelar. I knew a little Tamil : I can
read elassies in Tamil freely. I fellew in a general way Sane
krit, but my knowledge of Sanskrit is net quite enough for me

to attempt apeech in Sanskrit, er to be able to write in that
language. But this partieular incident in the Krishna Ya jurveds
is eany te follew and I shall therefore quete it.

Bharadveja was given three full lives by Incira,
each ef 100 years' duration. Bharadwaja spent all the threee

centuries in learning. He was getting old.

The eld man realised that even the extended peried
of his term wis coming to a close.

Indira, without being inveked, knew what wis passing
im the mind of the eld mn. Se, he asked Bharadveja, of his em

aecerd, a very significant questions

He just asked hin, What would you be supresed to

do with the next 100 years, if I give you a fourth century te

live?" The Veda dees not even introduce his reply with any

remark like ssying "Bharadwaje replied", but it just says!

I liked the language and 80 J am sharing it with

you. I liked the reply, wich is spentaneeus "I want to spend
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the next century also just im learning things. See the beauty

ef the werdast

"If you are goed enough to grant me feurth century, I prepose

to do just what I have been doing during the last three centuries.

I shall continue te learn and use the period in exactly the sane

way os I had been doing previously. Indira was maturally pleesed,

but he wanted te be sure.

THE THREE MOUNTAINS AND THE THREE HANDFULS

Me shoved Bharadwaja three mountains, whieh represent

the ef knovledge that ene ims to sequire, and then

tarning to dwe

he tock three handfuls, ene fran anh of the three mountaina,

and addressed Bharedvaja thust

"Oh, what yeu have to learn ere these three noun

tains.What you have te learn are infinite, limitless." He adds,
je,

"what you have learnt in your three eenturies ef learning are

these three handful s."

"The rest," pointing to the mounteins, Indira said, "are the

enes vhick you have to touch!" As I mid, thisisa very

teuching incident. Bharadwe je wee naturally content with ene
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more handful.

INFINITY OF UHOWLEDSE

That is how every scholar feels; every acientdat feels.
In fact, he is the mere keenly, the more reali atieally, aware

that every deer net only he opens, but every deer that any ef
his colleagues epens, leads om to awmereous ney pathreys, end at
the end ef each ome ef them there is another doer. One of the
di stingui shed research chemists in California used this anali egy,
which I find mest appropriate, te describe the infini tely unfol 68

ing, the iafiattely expending, new kuewledge. It ie several

degrees of infinity. And that is selene. By its very nature,
it is not enly impossible for any ene ef them te think in terms

of being able te learn as much as he wishes te, but it is net
even conceivable that the sum-tetal ef knowledge whieh al] the

ecienti ste im the world, al] the sshelars in the world, all the

original thinkers in the world, can manage to sequire will in
any way set even a remete limit to what is to be knowa, vis.
the expanding mew leave the unlearat pertioa
enormously vider $ the vista is much more deep than any of then

found it. That, in any case, is the pheture ef science which

every seientifie worker is realistically aware of.

THE STORY OF THE SQUIRREL

But even s@, to the individual selentiat his little
handful even though it be a little pertiele appears at the

moment to be just as impertant ds the Fest ef what camot be

learnt. That keeps up net ealy his enthusiam, bet it makes

him feel in a way his oneness, his being part of the universe

which he is trying to understand. He at least feels that he

else has dene his share. 'There is a fine incident whieh

many of the Seuth Indian readers ef the Ramayana are avere of 3

it in not Valmiki * I feund a panel in ene of the walls in x
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the temples in Indenesia where this incident is carved in etene.

It ie about a squirrel, They were damming the sea in order to

make a causewsy fer creasing the Strait ef Mannar. Many breught

large beulders, huge trees and many things with which they filled
up aad constructed the causcway. There was little equirrel which

used te plunge inte the water, get eut wet, and just rell en the

sand, and then ge back and shake eff the sand ever the causewy.

That wis hew the squirrel contributed to the building up ef the

bridge, and it gave him just the sme satisfaction as building

with big boulders did te his ether eclleagues, That is hey I
feel. It may be a squirrel's emtribution, but etill, te the

squirrel it is important. (Laughter.) It ia met se much the

amount of science, the amount ef materia] that you contribute

to the building up ef the causeway; itis the fecling of your

shere, of your ewn contribution te what you feel is a great

eeuse worth partieipating in. That is how ene feels when one

takes to sciences the feeling that by the sweat ef your brow

you hav e centribeted your share.

"HE KARAIKUDI MIMORIES

I feel particularly teushed by the shavis. Irecapec-

tive ef hew many honorary doctorates ane reseives, the doaterate

whieh one earns by the sweat of his brew reminds him ef the

background. Ina nostalgic meod, ene thinks ef the time when

he tee did submita thesis. When I received these shawls teday,

mturally I felt very proud, felt deoply heneered by the act,

in the game sense im which ome receives henerary degrees. It
ios erat thing and ene appreciates the kind sentiment behind

it. But it reminded me, alse, ef an cecasion when I earned

a ehavi, and in the eld days, i+ wos the ambition ef every

acholar, however husble might be his eontribution, to earn it
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ate public gathering fram ene who can appreciate fran per sense)

knowledge aque connoisseur of schularsiip., It happened to me in
Karaikudi. It was Kamban Festival, exiI had been invited te

preside. In my presidential address I said a few things which
I thought might net be quite relished by sane of the scholars
whe were my colleagues on the platform, because I was expvunding
& peint ef view whieh I mse little diffident of getting acress.
Cne ef then appreciated that, obvieusly, fer he stopped me in the

middle ef my speech and asked ene ef hin colleagues to bring a

dently he had a few in store always!-(Laughter.)
He wanted to "rebe" me with the shawl, I felt doubly touched,
b@cause all the time I was locking te him fer di sapprobetion!

You see, the welcane address started with sane such

sentiment ag thie "There has heen a fecling that the Vai shuavai tes
do not patronise Kanban as well they ghould de. I understand that
Erishnan is a Vaishmavaite, and the rendiness with which ke agreed
to preside ever this function indicates that that leagatanding
disability ef the Vai shnavaites bas heen greatly rectified." That

wee how he started, My reply was: "Being a greet scholar, being
the incumbent of a grent Adeenam, he cannot be wrong. I had my

ewn doubts as to whether I was o geod Vaishusvaite, but I have

ne doubts now on that issue. But the major issue is net whether

Vai shnavaites Kanban properly. There have been differen-
ces ef epinien om that iasue, and I do not agree with the grouse

that he is net properly encouraged, bequuse the critics refer
an incident which happened twe centuries befere he waa bern!"

Then I said, "What is essential for the reading of Kamban's .6

Ramayana is to know what were Kamhaa's owa ideale, and I have

no doubt in my own mind that Kamban cherished the same ideals

which the Vaishnavaites cherish. My thesia in that address waa,

"If you want to appreciate Kamhan properly, you ought to be
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familiar with the background ef Vaishnavaite literature which

pe
d

is

Kanban was rurtured on, Unless yeu do that, it will net he

pessible to waderstand him cerrectly, io appreciate him in the

proper menner in which he ought to be appreciated. That ig the

thesis I want to present to you." I eeuld see I bad teuched
& delicate peint, and se when I replied, I illustrated ay
thesia by uwmerocus extmples. Asi said, he stoppei me ia the
middle ef my lecture, and I felt keneured that I had earned that day

uy decterate by the sweat ef my brow. Today, when I received
these honorary ones, I anid to myself s if one stays leag enough,
I om sure he will reach 60; and I em gure if he atays o little
iquger, he will reach almost any age which is sappesed te be

reapectable. I have atteined thst, und se the degrees are

nencrary, there is no doubt. But still, ome ef them et any rate
cases fram the game scholar who appreciated me and whe gave me

"THANK YOU" FRG THE HEART

Saawla are supposed to be the rebes just like the

doctorate gowns, and scholar normally appears in them eon

academic or eeremonial eccaszions, Se, I flatter myself tkat
I have the right today-of course, I had earmed that right
alse earl i appear on the platform of pandite and talk
to them in e language which they appreciate, For seme reasen,

today 1 l-ngvage bs not the mane public eateem which it
used to have-which in ny epinten 4t eught to have--because

there are many extremely fine continents, very touching ones,

in thes. It is good literature, which ean meve the deepest

human sentiments they are all there in tie language which

'fee degree m the basis gf my thesis. hat is a resephrance
whieh I will clwhys eherish.

thay speck. Even if I hove net the caspetence to elain te

be @ comneieseur to understand all that, at least in a vague

woy I can feel and aay to myself, "It is geod literature; I



I consider it a great honour to have been associated

with the sixtieth birthday celebration of Dr Krishnan

Dr Krishnan is amongst those half a dozen Indian

scientists whohas made a position not only in his owm

country. but in the internaticnal world. His name

is known throughout the length md breadth of this

country. I remember those days when about fifteen

or twenty years before he went tc Allahabad and todk

over as the Head of the Deptt of Physics. In fact

he had succeeded another eminent scientist$

Dr Megh Nad Saha, who had also attained international

repute. I remember how Dr Krishnan's name was

respectfully mentioned in the literary circles of

Allahabad. In subsequent years, Dr Krishnan has

ranked amonst one of the top leaders in the field of

science. I cannot delve into Yhis theories and his

new interpretations of Nature or the powerful forces

of Nature as I do not know even the 'a b eof science.

But there is no doubt that the scientists in this age

have changed the very face of the world, Their

contributions have been something on a gigantic scale



the other day, in which he had appealed to the pfopte

that they should develop full faith in the basic and

fundamental philosophies of our idealogies of Gandhiji.

In fact, I have always been interested to read the speeches

of our great Indian scientists in regard tc the

preachings of Gandhiji. Dr Raman's speeches and his views

about Gandhiji are well known. There are other

scientists also who have expressed similar opinions.

Dr Krishnan is not an exception to it and then Dr Krishnan

is not merely a scientist, he is a deep student of

philosophy and an acharya and hence it is only but

proper that he should take such a balanced view in regard

to such matters and keep before him the higher objectives

for which NnRIWN Qiares . In fact the scientists Set a
Aptok Us

example for this. They do their work - most important work -

in such a quiet manner and they do not seek any publicity

and they do their work in a manner which undoubtedly

creates a tremendous impression on the minds of the people

who come in touch with them.

If I may be pardoned to refer to a personal matter,

when I was in jail in the year 1942-43, it was very difficult



to get books there during the first few yesrs of jail
life in those days but I got the biography of Madame

Curie written by her daughter Dr Ue. Crrnrrm uw t

and I went through it. I was so profoundly impressed
a

by her life that I took special permission from the

jail authorities to get some ink and paper and translated

the biography in Hindi which was tater published' It

is indeed, well I cannot imagine On how
Mr Curie, Madame Curie and her husband, the two rreat

scientists whose contributions are indeed remarkable own

I read in the biography that Madame Curie was offered

a large sum if she would merely part with her researches

and discoverles, the techniques which she had made on

experiments on radium and she could,if she wanted,earn

lakhs and lakhs of rupees on that. But she consulted

her husband and ina moment's time both agreed that

they could not think in terms of making any profit

on their researches as they were dedicated to the

humanity at large, to serve them and to serve the pre

people. So at while I have myself who

to work in the political field have to take lessons

from the scientists who work in the scientific field,



they are in a true sense she real sanyasis and I

hope that we will be able, and especially our younger

friends also, to take lessons from Dr Krishnan and

others to work in this field. I might also again mention

a small matter before I conclude trot
I had not met Dr Krishnan before he met me only five

or six months back, and when he came to meet me well

I had to prepare myself mentally how to meet hin

and what to talk to him. In fact I felt a bit nervous !

But when I met him well, he completely disarmed me

by his politeness and humility and H could see how

noble and good he is.

I shall not say more, but may I wish that Dr Krishnan

should live for many years to come so that he is able

to serve science and more so his country in the years

to come,



Friends,

I feel deeply touched by the very kind

warm and generous sentiments expressed by my distinguished

colleagues and friends, When I read the address I

was reminded of an episode in the Ramayana, Since

I have been given credit toa weakness for the

Classics, I shall start witha little indulgence in

that weakness, When Dasaratha announces that he

has decided to instal his son in the Yuvarajya, there

was a thunderous applause. In fact the audience, the

Rishi says that, made such a noise that the towers

were just shaking and the father was naturally very

happy that they responded so generously to his proposal.

But there was also a feeling that all that probably

shows he is going to retire and he is going to, at

least the people would probably wish him to retire

from the way they enthusiastically responded to his

proposal. When 1 read all that reference to my clove
association with the laboratory, I had almost a feeling

4

that though I had not decided it has been decided that

I should retire sometime from the laboratory. That has



also been my wish for quite sometime and I have 3

expressed it repeatedly,#not retirime from the laboratory

side of it, but to be able to do science whole of the

time. I hope it will be possible for me to indulge

in that weakness too.

I do not remember, Sir, of having spoken about

Mahatmaji. Bea I fight shy of a great subject.

But occasionally when I expound be Ramayana to some

of the audiences, I emphasize that the great and

noble ideals for which the Father of the Nationa

stood were also the ideals expressed in some of the

chapters of the Ramayana and there is such a resemblance
1

to the

and naturally I would like to find deep roots for

thvse noble. ideals in some of the classics in which

many of us have been brought up so as to feel quite at

home with those ideals. You Sir referred to the lives

of the Curies. I cannot think of any parallel in

physics to a generation to a family of physicists like
stop ot

that of the Curies. I will have to stoep~dewm to

met



mathematics, to the great tradition established by

the many (Dermat, Once in the course of a thathematics

lecture, I referred to the seven great Brainles. Cne

of the members inthe audience, who later turned out to

be a very good mathematician, was a little sceptica® »

He told me later and he looked up the literature and

wrote to \\
then he beke me thet there have been as many as

fourteen who had held at least ObaRAG bse

(Chairs in Mathematics, if all of them had not contributed

to Mathemat ics in an original way. In fact it is
Ore. &

definitely a case of
heredity./One of then)

son from doing mathematics and theeatened to

disinherit him if he discovered him doing mathematics,

because he was doing stealthily and the father had a

little suspicion and finally the tragedy was this, The

son had competed for a prize offered by the French

Academy of Seience$ Paris, in which the Father also was a

mrt y Ihe
the son won the prize and was actually

disinherited. In physics, the Curies remind me of the

though it was only two generations but there are

four of them who made history and it is no wonder

that the life of Madame Curie had such a facination for
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our distinguished President that he undertook te

translate the life. In fact she was interested, apart

from science, in doing work for her country and she came

to Paris with the view of doing some political

work and she came witha letter of introduction from

Mandeleef, one of the greatest @ scientists the world

has ever produced, the greatest in Russia, and she

came to join Beckmgmm in the early days. Finally

she shifted to Professor Curie and Prof.Curie was one

of those who seriously believed that no woman can

turn out to be a good scientist and that was the irony

and he married her and she was regarded, if not a greater

physicist, at least a physicist certainly comparable

with baer husband.

In the address there was a reference to Leonardo

is true of course » Once at a brains trust in America,

I mentioned that the great Lord Rayleigh was the

I do not know from where they got A

A
if

last of the complete physicists and someone asked me "Who

do you think was the last complete mathematician. I said

probably Poincare. Someone mito ts the complete
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scientist. I hesitated and said probably Helm Aoltz

nodded assent had justified the choice. He

and then a distinguished member in that -roup almost
9 fol &

"ne (DAS
started as an army surgeon

wt, 1

jbetd
the chair of anatomy in Berlin and later held the

3.chair of physiology
~ a

Co& ] ¢

"ESL -

Ho ies ie
He also wrote papers on the foundations of geometry, I amheir
just trying to find out, +f I have omitted any major

branch which he did. Even after etting all that,

Oppenheimer who was in that group yt
ska ~~ ]

I would go a little further back to Leo Nardo Da Vinci

and he gaid. Heln Goltz did not do engineering. I said

certainly I agree,

I did not want to go that far backto a period when one
9

could he a complete scientist 4yan would reserve Leonardo

for a complete man



The range of subject that he covered was amazing

and in each one of them he was so eminent, and
¢

so original and such a great leader and I am glad

his name was ~entioned.

If I may be permitted to shift to a lighter

subject, when I drank the vodka, I knew of course

it was vodka, though it looks like water there is

no mistaking it. One of the audiencef I remember

mentioned 'Ah, we of course know about a man in tke Balkans

wei could do that. He could drink straight

from the bottle, But that lead to a reputation at the

table, which landed me in having to propose a toast

to the Ballerina Galena Mulenova. That was at an

academy dinner where was present



If it was a to$t at the Academy Dinner for

Mulenova, naturally I have to find some relation

betteen the Academy and Bulenova and so I

remembered Boltzmann, In Vienna, he got into

disfavour with the Emperor and he was externed

from Vienna. 'Naturally his friends and

colleagues at the Academy were very unhappy.

One evening they found the Emperor in the Royal
and the

Box at the Ballet ef Pulenova was a favourite

Ballerina of his. He obviously looked very

pleased and the few Academicians
wndhappend

tobe there and who noticed it, thought that that

was a suitable occasion to put in a word to the

Emperor on behalf of Boltzmann, They went on

deputation to the Emperor and said "Your Imperial

Majesty, what is your favourite Ballerina is to

you Boltzmann is to the Academy." The Emperor

was very pleased and he asked them "Is Boltzmann

that good?" When they saidit was, the Emperér

replied "Surely, you ought to have him" and that

led to Boltzmann coming back to Vienna and his

ELS SEDO LE Lg ON LO ASE PgI ee ae, SLE DEES,

>



activities at the Academy.

That afternoon we had been talking about the

establishing relations between the scientists of

USSR and India and I said the easiest thing

to achieve this objective is to send the Ballerina

to India and I have already assured her if she

comes to India four hundred million admirers, wich

Russia certainly cannot provide

When Dr Bhabha referred to the high table naturally

by association of Ldeas with the Vodka, I feel

that I have enjoyed life certainly. There is fun

in it, and a good dealof fun in it and when I

had an heart attack, that was a year ago, I had

admitted, only a fortnight back, a friend of mine

to the hospital for a similar attack and so I had

read some literature and I knew all about it and

I diagnosed it as the heart though there was hardly

any pain, The books described it as one of the

S

most dreadful feeling you are always a are of death



experience, That was what I fcund. If the end is

to come, probably this is the happiest way I would

like it to happen and I was most happy it was the

heart. I am merely mentioning when one enjoys

life, one also enjoys equally well having had

his innings to retire, I would like to retire in

the most gently, most useful manner, That is my

wish, but till Imtire, I would like naturally to

be associated with the NPL, not necessarily as the

Director, and if the future Director would permit

me, I would like to spend whatever time I can spend

actively in the NPL.

Thank you
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Bb WINISTER'S feiBUrs

fhe Prime Minister of India (Shri Jawaharlal Nehru): Ur. Subbarayan,
we. Krishnan, and friends: I do not know how to inaugurate

a birthday amniversary, but I suppose--as Ur. Subbardyan

said---one is supposed to say something about the person

whose birthday anniversary it is. Yet, surely, you have

not gathered here today, I take it, to hear @ long list of

the scientific publications of Ur. Krishnan, but rather to

do honour and pay homage to him for what he is.

KMISHENAN : MORE THAN A SCISNTIST

Me is, as ig known, a great scientist. But he is

something more than that, and it is that something more

that has attracted people to him.

SCIENCE VS. OTAER ASPACTS

Today, there are many problems in the world, but

perhaps one of the basic probleus is how to co-ordinate,

how to bring together science and certein other vi tal

aspects of life. Bveryone knows of the tremendous achieve-

x

ments of science and technology. Almost every day brings

some new revolution, some new discovery, some new invention,

some new advance. Still our minds get a little benumbed in

trying to understand the consequences of all that we read

or hear about. But one fact is clear : the modern world

Be eaeee
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has been powerfully affected, and is daily being changed, by

science anu technolog

That leads to another propiem : ag to how far this

tremendous knowledge of science and tecanology is cctrelated

to numan advance, asart frum tie purely physical plane. Science

dabbles in the physical world and has advanced very greatly in

tne last, let us say, two or three generations, changing the

whole concept of tae physical worlu and opening out new avenues

and new Vistas. suddenly one feels that wnile one knows---or

at any rate, tne wise scientist knows--so much about the physi-
cal world, yet one is on the thresnoid really of otner kinds

of knowledge which might take one to some unknown regions of

ARUN bh

tacught. 411 this is well known.

MAN TO sATCH SCLISNTIFIC POV
Tne difficulty arises, as I seid, of catching up with

all this knowledge which bas been placed before mankind by the

men of science. <All tne problems--whether it is the problem of

the atomic bomb or the hydrogen bonb--ultimately derive from -sci-enti -

fic discoveries. All the time, the nuclear bomb is, sort of,

hanging over us, without our knowing when it might fall. all
these powers have descended upon man before probably man is
fit to exerci se them. de has not grown up to watch these

powers--not grown up in other ways. what are those other ways?

One may describe then as one likes, but they are ways of the

human being developing, not only intellectually but in other

aspects.

Now what is remarkable and likeable about Ur.Krishnan

is that he is not a mere scientist. A great scientist as he

UNAsb z

is, he is something more and it is always that something more
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that wakes all the difference to a auman being. Jdhatever profes-

sion or job ne mignt be in-~he may be an aeq@rinent scientist, or

engineer, or doctor, or politician, or whatever else he might be--

if a person lives in that groove, he may succeed--he is likely to

succeed--in Big life's journey, but he will still be--perhaps a

little--lopsided, one-sided, working in a groove, however deep

that groove might be, and s0, he ceases to be--or he may cease

to be--tne "pefect citizen". None of us are perfect citizens.
¢

MM "INTSGRATED BaLNG"4.

In the old days, when knowledge-~scientific and other--

other countries-~aimed at producing the man", the "integ-

rated personality" : not a very clever engineer, or a very good

doctor, or « very fine scientist, who knows nothing about the

rest of life. But that has become, today, very difficult. For,

because of the range of knowledge, we have specialists everywhere.

"eo cannot do without thes. Specialists are very eminent men. But

they know a great deal about their own subject and perhaps very

y little about humanity.

Again, the chief virtue, as I see it, and the chief

charm of Jr. Krishnan is that he sees life asa whole. He is

not only a scholar, but apart from being a classical scholar,

he is taking interest in many things like music. He is, above

all, a likeable and lovable human being, full of humour. (Cheers.)

I have no doubt that all of you wuo have gathered here and many

others--large numbers of others--in India today and elsewhere

who know about him, who admire him and like him, do gO more

because of his various other attainments. If he was simply a

in Limited, 001limited in India or inWas,

KRISUNAN : A "LOVABLE"

scientist, he would not be liked so much. Itis obvious that

or. Krishnan ig liked by all of us. So, there is that special

thing in hin.
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SUMAN TY AND SPIRITUALITY

and that leads me to tiie sauie problem which I mentioned

to you : how to combine this great advance in science with the

advance in the qualities tiat go to make a great human being---

humanity if you like, something spiritual if you like, cali it
what you like. All this is, presumably, necessary for a "whole

wan", an "integrated personality". fe see save such person in

br. Krishnan who, inspite of his great learning, has yet
retained in him the comion touch of humour, of humanity, and

sO we admire bim, we respect him, and above all, we love him?

(Cheers. )

00

TiS SCIENTIST! S RaPLY

@ EK, S. Krishnan: Mr. President, Mr. Prime Minister and friends:

do not intend to make a long speech : in fact, I do not intend

to make a speech at all. The occasion needs merely my coming

before you with folded hands to say hoy grateful I am to you

for the many kind sentiments which were expressed. I wish 1

deserved a suall part of it, bit in any case my ideals are

fairly high and some of the things which you were pleased to

say fit in with my ideals, not wita the man.

+ CF BHARA wh

tne of them is associated, Prime Minister, with

a very distinguished neighbour of yourg--the Bharadwaja Ashram,

ag many of you know, is just on the other side of the road of

35

Anend Bhavan. There is a very touching incident which is related

to it, in. the Krishna Yajurveda. They wished me another 60

years. I hada little time beforeicame to the mike to plan

what 1 should attempt to do during those sixty years. (Laughter.)
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I am nota Sanskrit scholar. I know a little Tamil : 1 can

read classics in Tamil freely. I follow in a general way Sans~

krit, but wy knowledge of Sanskrit is not quite enough for me

to attempt a speech in Sanskrit, or to be able to write in that

languege. ut this particular incident in the Krishna Ya jurveda

is easy to follow and I shall therefore quote it.

Bharadwaja was given taree full lives by Indira,

A each of 100 years! duration. Bharadwaja spent all the threee

centuries in learning. ie was getting old.

The old man realised that even the extended period

of his term was coming to a close.

Indira, without being invoked, knew what was passing

in the mind of the old man. So, be asked Bhara JA» of his ownja

accord, a very significant question:

He just asked him, "what would you be supposed to

do with the next 100 years, if I give you a fourth century to

live?" The Veda does not even introduce his reply with any

remark like saying replied", but it just says:

I liked the language and so I am sharing it with

: "I want to spend
you. I liked tie reply, wich is spontaneous
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tue next century also just in learning taings." See the beauty

of tne words:

"Tf you are good enough to grant me a fourth century, I propose

to do just wnat I have been doing the last three centuries.

I shall continue to learn and use the period in exactly tne same

way as I had been doing previously." Imndire was naturally pleased,

durinc

but he wauted to oe sure.

TEE THREL LICUNTAINS aND TOES Taa05 GAN

@e snowed Bharadwaja three mountains, which represent

the sum-total of knowledge that one bas to acquire, and then

turning to Bharadwa ja

ne took three one from each of the turee mountains,hanaruls

and addressed Bharadwaja thus:

"Ch, Bharadwaja, what you have to learn are these three moun-

tains.What you have to learn are infinite, limitless." He adds,

"that you have learnt in your three centuries of learning are

these three handfuls."

The rest 9
" pointing +0 the mountains, Incira said 9

are the

ones which you have to touch." as I said, this isa very

touching incident. Bharadwa ja was naturally content with one
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INFINITY Of KNOWL
That is now every scholar feels; every scientist feels.

in fact, he is the more keenly, the more realistically, aware

that every door not only he opens, but every door that any of

his colleagues opens, leads on to numerous new pathways, and at
tae end of each one of them there is another door. Gne of the

distinguished research chemists in California used this analogy,

which I find most appropriate, to describe the infinitely unfol d-

ing, tune infinitely expanding, new knowledge. Itis several

degrees Of infinity. And that is science. By its very nature,

itis not only impossible for any one of then to tuink in terms

of being able to learn as much as he wishes to, but not

even conceivable that the sun-total of knowledge which all the

scientists in the world, all the scholars in the world, all the

original thinkers in tue world, can manage to acquire will in

any way set even a remote limit to what is to be known, viz.
the expanding new avenues--which leave the unlearnt portion

enormously wider : the vista is much more deep than any of them

found it. That, in any case, is the preture of science which

every scientific worker is realistically aware of.

TEE STORY OF Tad SQUIRREL

But even s0, to the individual scientist his little
handful even taough it be a little particle appears at the

moment to be just as important as the rest of what cannot be

learnt. That keeps up not only his enthusiagn, but it makes

him feel in a way his oneness, his being part of the universe

which he is trying to understand. iie at least feels tiat he

also hag done his share. There is a fine incident which

many of the South Indian readers of the Ramayana are aware of :

it is not Valwiki's. I found a panel in one of the walls in
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the tezples in Indonesia where this incident is carved in stone.

It is about a squirrel. They were dauming tue sea in order to

ke a causeway for crossing the Strait of Vany orou.

large boulders, huge trees and many things with which they filled

up and constructed tie causeway. There was @ little squirrel whieh

used to plunge into the water, get out wet, end just roll on tae

sand, and then go back and shake off the send over the causeway.

That was how the sguirrel contributed to the building up of the

vridge, and it gave bim just the same satisfaction as building

with big boulders did to his other colleagues. Taat is now I

feel. It may be a squirrel's contribution, but still, to the

squirrel it is important. {Laughter.) Itis not so much the

amount of science, the amount of material a7 at you contribute

to the building up of the causeway; it is feeling of your

shere, of your own contribution to wuat you feel is a great

cause worth participating in. That is how one feels when one

mp

x

takes to sciences the feeling that by the syeat of your brow

you hav e contributed your share.

I feel particularly touched by the shawls. Irerespec--

ive of how wany honorary doctorates one receives, the doctorate

nich one earns by the sweat of his brow reminds him of tue

beckground. In a nostalgic mood, one thinks of the time when

ne too did submit a thesis. "hen I received these shawls today,

naturally I felt very proud, felt deeply honoured by tie act,

in the same sense in which one receives honorary degrees. 11

isa great thing and one appreciates the kind sentiment behind

it. But it reminded me, also, of an occasion when I earned
«

a shawl, and in the old days, it was tne atab ticn of every

scholar, however humble Might be his contribution, to earn it



ata public gataering frou one wuo can apgreciate frou personal
raknowledge soue connoisseur of It happened to me in

Karaikudi. It was ban Festival, ani I had been invited to

preside. In my presidential address I seid a few things which

1 tnougnt might not be quite relished by sane of the scholars

who were wy colleagues on the platfomm, because I was expounding

a point of view which I was a little diffident of getting across.
Sne of them appreciated that, obviously, for he stopped me in the

middle of my speech and asked one of his colleagues to bring a

shawl--evidently, he nad a few in store always!~-{Laughter.)
ne wanted to "robe" me wita tae shawl. I felt doubly touched,

You see, the welcone address started with save such

sentiment as this: "There nas been a feeling that the Vai shnavaites

do not patronise Kambun as well they should do. I understand taat

Urishnan is a Vaicshnavaite, and the readiness with which he agreed

to preside over this function indicates wae & that longstanding

disability of tie Vaishnavaites oag been greatly rectified." That

was how he started. My reply was: "Seing a great scholar, being

the incumbent of a great Adeenam, he cannot be wrong. I had ny

own doubts as to wnetuer 1 was a good Vaisimavaite, but I have

no Goubts now on that issue. Lut the major issue is not whether

Vai shnavaites patronise Eamban properly. There bave been differen-

ces of opinion on that issue, and I do not agree with the grouse

that he is not properly encouraged, because the critics refer

to an incident which happened two centuries before he was born."

Then I said, "hat is essential for the reac of Kamban's

Ramayana is to know what were Kamban's own ideal s, and I have

no doubt in my own mind that Kawban cnerisned the same ideals

>

bacause all the time I was looking to him for disapprobation!

ding

which the Vaishnavaites cherish." iy thesis in that address was,

"If you want to appreciate Kkamban properly, you ought to ke
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familiar with the background of Vaisnnavaite literature xhich

Lamban was nurtured on. Unless you that, it will not be

possible to him correctly, to appreciate nie in the

proper manner in which he ought to be appreciated. is the

thesis I want to present to you." could see I had touched

a delicate point, and so waen I replied, I illustrated my

thesis by numerous ex@mples. as I scic, he stogped me in the

middle of wy lecture, and 1 felt honoured that I had earned that day

wy doctorate by the sweat of ny brow, Today, when I received

unaerstand

these nonorery ones, I said to myself if one stays long enough,

T am sure ue will reach G0; andi I am sure if he stays a little

longer, be will reach alwost any age which is supposed to be

respectable. I huve attained taat, end so the degrees are

honorary, there is no doubt. Sut still, one of them at any rate

cones from the same scholar who appreciated me anu who gave we

the degree on the basis of ny thesis. Tas t is a remembrance

which I will always cherish.

NPOARE YOU" 5 Tha HEART

shawls are supposed to be tae robes just like the

doctorate gowns, and a scnolar normally appears in them on

academic or cerewonial occavions. so, I flatter wyself that

I have the right today-~of course, I had earned that right

also earlier--to appear on the t2 orn of pandits and talk

to then in a language they appreciate. For some reason,

today that language has not the same public esteem which it

used to have--which in my opinion it ought to have--because

there are many extremely fine sentiments, very touching ones,

in them. It is good literature, wiich can move the deepest

human sentiments : they are all taere in the language which

tney speak. Sven if I have not the competence to claim to

be a connoisseur to understand all that, at least in a vague

way I can feel and say to myself, "It is good literature; I



Lave tasted it in a gnall way, but I know hoy great itis." That

is the satisfaction which I occasionally derive whenever I read

i thank the very distinguished people wno have presented

me these gifts for civing me their good wishes for many more occasions

to feel tast way.

it.

Thank you very much! (Cheers

exe)



I just want to associate myself with all of you Vk

congratulate his scientific achievement and the

other works that he has done for this country during

the past sixty years of his life and to wish

him many more years of fruitful activity.

Prime Minister

I have come here glady today of ccurse. It is always

a pleasure for me it is a pleasure to associate

oneself with functions connected with one's colleagues

and Dr Krishnan being a very particular friend and

colleague it gives me particular pleasure. But I have

been put in asomewhat slight difficulty. I

was thinking 60

Now to. have to speak on identically the same subject

twice over within a few days is apt tc produce a

sense of confusion in one's mind: what shoudd one say

on this occasion and what should be reserved for the

Other



Then again as I d it is a pleasure and a privilege

to be here to congratulate him but what is there

after all sixtieth birthday? To a person

wno has attained the age of sixtynine, sixty seems ¢e

a ridiculously small age We celebrate birthdays

and though there is no particular significance cA
A o Nee Kae

Every mornin when the sun rises, it is almost a new

world if you like it whether it is new or old it is a

changing world and I think the sensation of facing a

new day, which all of us have to some extent every

morning. If you can enlarge that sensation in yourself

and;
decide it would have a tremendously vitalizing

.effect. It would keep us fresh and cheerful. +t would

prevent us from getting into ruts and it would keep us

in good humour

Now whether Dr Krishnan has all this various

sensation every morning or not, I do not know.

But anyhow,he has that sense of certain freshness

certain adventurousness
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and thet that particular feeling which a scientist

sometimes ~ ¢ oo kee

for discovering new worlds;and so Dr Krishnan is

particularly blessed not because he has got FRS

or he has honours oftén thrust upon him.er

He has something in him in which he is very fortunate

We see glimpses of that and therefore we praise him

wewe we sometimesim

we envy him,,

Life appears to him - I may use,a, colloquial phrase

something out of which he can get lot of fun not fun
A

OW On
in thé trivial sense of the word, but in thé deeper

~ Vv

on NY TN ES
sense of the word

+ Sg Dr Krishnan,has as Bhabha said has the quality of

being human. I do not remember meeting Dr Krishnan

on any occasion when he has not told me some new
storys

It is amazing - the fund of knowledge of th€se historians
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I wonder if he realizes that other people may be

telling stories about him just as Bhabha told one

story - well - it is good to hear stories and to be

Cantthe stuff of stories. People about whom you eannet

tell stories must obviously be terribly dull °.

And so apparently some good theery \p

Dr Krishnan on the day of his emergence in this workd

and gave him these many qualities if you like, many

advantages,
which he developed and here he is a great

3
scientist great in many ways a great scholar and a

man who least of anyone I know is lopsided in science,

that is who has specialized in science that he has-forA
geston the other aspects But Dr Krishnan does not.

©

He is equally good fin humanities /in his' love for music

and so many other things » i

so I gladly associate myself with on this occasion
0

G [4°with all the good wishes in the world, thewapy
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I consider it a great honaur to have been associated

with the sixtieth birthday celebration of Dr Krishnan

Dr Krishnan is amongst those half a dozen Indian

scientists whohas made a position not only in his own

country, but in the internaticnal world. His name

is known throughout the length md breadth of this

country. I remember those days when about fifteen

or twenty years before he went to Allahabad and took

over as the Head of the Deptt of Physics. In fact

he had succeeded another eminent scientist¢

Dr Megh Nad Saha, who had also attained international

repute. I remember how Dr Krishnan's name was

respectfully mentioned in the literary circles of

Allahabad. In subsequent years, Dr Krishnan has

yanked amonst one of the top leaders in the field of

science. I cannot delve into Yhis theories and his

-new interpretations of Nature or the powerful forces

of Nature as I do not know even the'a b c of science.

But there is no doubt that the scientists in this age

have changed the very face of the world. Their

contributions have been something on a gigantic scale
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hu Iwas somewhat surprised to read the speech of Dr Krishnan

the other day, in which he had appealed to the pophe

that they should develop full faith in the basic and

fundamental philosophies of our idealogies of Gandhiji.

In fact, I have always been interested to read the speeches

of our great Indian scientists in regard to the

preachings of Gandhiji. Dr Raman's speeches and his views

about Gandhiji are well known. There are other

scientists also who have expressed similar opinions.

Dr Krishnan is not an exception to it and then Dr Krishnan

is not merely a scientist, he is a deep student of

philosophy and an acharya and hence it is only but

proper that he should take such a balanced view in regard

to such matters and keep before him the higher objectives

for which qran Liars. In fact the scientists Seat a

example for thts. They do their work - most important work -

in such a quiet manner and they do not seek any publicity

and they do their work in a manner which undoubtedly

creates a tremendous impression on the minds of the people

who come in touch with them,

If I may be pardoned to refer to a personal matter,

when I was in jail in the year 1942-43, it was very difficult
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to get books there during the first few years of jail
life in those days but I got the biography of Madame

Curie written by her daughter Dr Ure. ma po!
and I went through it. I was so profoundly impressed

by her life tnat I took special permission from the

jail authorities to get some ink and paper and translated
CoAT

the biography in Hindi which was keter published¢ It

is indeed, well I cannot imagine n how
Mr Curie, Madame Curie and her husband, the two great

scientists whose contributions are indeed remarkable an
I read in the blography that Madame Curie was offered

a large sum if she would merely part with her researches

and discoveries, the techniques which she had made on

experiments on radium and she could,if she wanted,earn

lakhs and lakhs of rupees on that. But she consulted

her husband and in a moment's time both agreed that

they could not think in terms of making any profit

on their researches as they were dedicated to the

humanity at large, to serve them and to serve the pxe

people. So at Co aot while I have myself who

to work in the political field have to take lessons

from the scientists who work in the scientific field,
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they are in a true sense real sanyasis and I

hope that we will be able, and especially our younger

friends also, to take lessons from Dr Krishnan and

others to work in this field. I might also again mention

a small matter before I conclude rote
I had not met Dr Krishnan before he met me only five

or six months back, and when he came to meet me , well

I had to prepare myself mentally how to meet hin

and what to talk to him. In fact I felt a bit nervous

But when I met him well, he completely disarmed me

by his politeness and humility and H could see how

noble and good he is.

I shall not say more, but may I wish that Dr Krishnan

should live for many years to come so that he is able

to serve science and more so his country in the years

to come,



Friends,

Looking into the last 10 years of life and work of Frof. E.S. Krishnan

on his 60th birthday, our mind is naturally engrossed in finding, what is it that

has given such capacity, intellect, ingenuity and mentalpower to this great Scientist

who has reached such great and mightyr heights and who has brought so much name end

fame not only for himself but for the whole of Motherland. A simple answer to such

a query woulc be that it is all God given. That may be so, but, at the same time,

it can not be gainsaid that these have been acquired by him by self-discipline, by

preper training and by the sweat of his hard and diligent work.

Another reason for his greetness may be sought into the associations he had

during his University career and there after, because an educated man is what his

teacher makes him or what great minds instil in him through their writings and.

teachings. If we assess properly we find that the lectures of Prof. Karl Barrow

on natural colours weieh inspired Newton to discover visible spectrum,

Likewise the inspiring discourses of that great genipus, Professor Raman, led

Krishnan to discover Raman Effect, but cen any student be so tolerant and devoted

to his teacher as young Krishnen during 1928-32 who was to be Prof. Sir K.S.xrishnan,

F.R.S. to be least tempted to have his name associated with that universal effect

which should rightly have been known as Krishnan and Raman Effect. Prof. Krishnan

may not appreciate these remarks. but here lies the secret of his greatness. Here

was the man, who had unique integrated qualities of submissiveness, tolerance and

reverence combined with intense sincerity of purpose to be what you see him to-day.

A complete and perfect educationist who has fitted justly, skilfully and

magnanimously in all the offices of a Professor, of a Researcher, of a Director,

of an Ambassador to carry the scientific mission of India abroad.

It has been well said ; Any one who has once come in contact with one or

more men of the first rank must heave his whole mental standard altered for the rest

of his life. With all the above inherent qualities Professor Krishnan went to

Dacca and.came in close association with Professor 5.N. Bose. On so many occasions

Professor Krishnan has paid glowing tributes to Professor Bose and has expressed ¢

clearly what he owes to this great scientist. We have, however, to remember that

so many others were with these two great teachers but few could attain such distinctions
e

as Sir K.S.krishnan.
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Qur Prime Minister has to listen to a new story everytine Prof. Krishnan

meets him. Pandit Ji has rightly said ; "Prof. Krishnan is an eminent scientist,
a great scholar and a man with the least lopsided personality. He is endowed with

rich ttuman qualities and it is these qualities which make him more valuable to

society".
d

Thus we find in Professor krishnan a man unostentatiously and naturally

living upto the ideals of Hindu Culture. The ideals, which have charmed him and

filled him with the joy of living are goodness, truth, honesty and sincerity. His

moral qualities are no less significant than his scientific achievements. He has

grown up not only in mind
A{iso

in heart with the reciprocative effect that he is loved,

admired and honoured by all. It is difficult to find any occassion when any person

of any Shade has not been accommodated by him and has not derived inspiration from

6

hin.

I endorse whole heartedly what has been said about Prof. Krishnan in the

address presented by Dr. Dayal and by other speakers. Isir, I have noth ingApreset
to you on this happy occesion except to offer my sincere prayer to the Almighty to

bestow wpon you another quantum of Sixty years of sound health and active life to

serve aS a beacon for the young workers in the field of science in India and abroad.
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had close contacts with Dr Bhatnagar during these for-

mative wa years of the Council. Indeed I was invited

early in 1940/te join him in organizing the scientific
om

troy

part of the programme, The scientific objectit®A were

unexceptionable, and I had myself frequently expressed a

in my discussions Jthe need for Bae> organizinga sureau
to a

of Standards for India. When was decided on and2

2 P7 annine Camtthes wea anncinted Bon tite



a Faye

wort



Felicitation to Dr. K. S. Krishnan on the occasion of a

the 60 birthday celebrations
On the occasion of the 60th birthday celebrations of Sri Kariya

Manikka Srinivasan, Delhi Sri Ananthachariar composed and dedicated
the following poems.

1. We, the people of Delhi are pleased to render the following poems to
Sri Krishnan, who is a great humanist, renowned scientist and a wonderful
orator.

2. I present this invocation to Sir K. S. Krishnan who is endowed with
good qualities, a great spitirual giant well versed in vedantic sastras,
a great thinker and a great orator who impresses one and all with his charm.

3. We feel that it is rather difficult to find a greater thinker than
Sri Krishnan who enthrals people with his speeches.
4. Raghava, the hero of Ramayana is known for his great character. We
find such a similarity in Sri Krishnan with his humble nature.
5. Indeed Raghava who considered others sorrow as his own is well known
in the epics. We find such a quality in Sri Krishnan also.
6. We are not surprised with Sri Krishnan's presence in 'Satsangs',
keeping in mind that one does not need an invitation to attend 'Yagas'.
7. The secrets in Valmiki Ramayana have been answered by Sri Krishnan
and we are indeed very greatful to him.

8. The great Dr. Krishnan is endowed with scholarship, humility, friendship,
and good conduct in this world.

9. We pray to the Almighty to bestow on Sri Rangaraja Krishnan his
choicest blessings, who has been a great human being by his lifestyle.
10. Sri Krishnan who constantly contemplates on ''Alwar Sookthi'', whichis one of the important ''Divya Prabanthas'', may he live happilywith good health and fame.

!! May Lord Vasudeva be Happy !!
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Felicitation by Sri Subramanya Desika Jnanasambandha
Paramacharya Swamigal :

Sri Krishnan is well known for his scholarship in Kamba Ramayana.
Moreover, his interest and dedication to Tamil literature is praiseworthy.It is due to his untiring efforts that the Delhi Tamil Sangam is
functioning and doing good service. Even though he is known to be
a great scientist, it is also true that he is equally competentin spiritual matters. His deep religious and charitable activities
are well known.
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Other felicitations are by

1. Chief Minister of Madras, Sri K. Kamaraj

2. Sri T. S. Avinasilingam, Industrialist
3. Sri S. Velayudha Pillai from Sri Lanka

4. Sri. K. V. Jagannathan, Great Tamil Scholar and Editor of
Tamil magazine 'Kalaimagal'
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This article appeared in Ananda Vikatan on 14.12.1958

Dr. K. S. Krishnan

The names Rama and Krishna are epitomes of the greatness
of our country, Bharatha.

Today, in the field of Science, these two names play an important
role.

The great scientist Sir C. V. Raman discovered the famous
'Raman Effect'. The world praised him for this contribution. It is a
wonder how a black man can make such a discovery, was the reaction of the
scientific community throughout the world. He was also awarded the famous
Nobel Prize. Dr. Krishnan played a major role in this discovery.

Dr. Krishnan is a famous scientist. He is the Director of the
prestigeous National Physical Laboratory, Delhi. He has taken the trouble
of inspiring several young people to take up science.

The number of awards and distinctions conferred upon Dr. Krishnan
is a testimony of his greatness. He has been recognised by most of the
international bodies.

The British Empire conferred on him 'Sir' as early as 1946. Many
universities in Britain as well as India have honoured him with several
awards. There are very few scientific agencies of which he is not a honorary
member.

In spite of his involvement in science and other activities,
Dr. Krishnan continues to be a child in spirit. His interests in literature,
poetry, music, alwar pasuras are well known. His interests in his mother
tongue, Tamil is praiseworthy. He is a devout believer in God. The culture
and art of Tamil is deep rooted in him.

Considering the achievements of Dr. Krishnan, it is difficult to
believe that he is only 60 years old. His involvements in literature and
art is commendable.

His 60th birthday was celebrated in his house on the 3rd of this
month in the traditional way. The Tamil people living in Delhi have
decided to honour this great son of the soil who has brought laurels to
our country, in particular to Tamilnadu. In this regard, a grand function
has been organised to celebrate his 60th birthday on 14th of this month.

We pray to the Almighty to shower his blessings on Dr. Krishnan so
that he will lead a healthy, long life and continue to contribute for the
betterment of Science in our Country.



This article appeared in a Tamil Weekly, Rasika Ranjani
on 12 07 - 1960

Dr. K. S. Krishnan -- A World Famous Scientist

Sixty years back, during the end of the nineteenth century,
the golden era of India, Tamilnadu in particular, gave us the most famous
son of the soil, Dr. Kariyamanikkam Srinivasa Krishnan.

Dr. K. S. Krishnan was born in the village, Vanthirayiruppu,
Srivilliputtur Taluk, Ramanathapuram District, Tamilnadu. Although this
place is known for its dryness, it has given us a brilliant personality.

Dr. Krishnan is a famous scientist, recognized worldwide for his
contributions to science.

Sir C. V. Raman was awarded the 'Nobel Prize' for his
contributions to the famous 'Raman Effect'. It is not an exaggeration
to say that Dr. Krishnan played an important role which enabled
Sir Cc. V. Raman get the coveted prize.

He is a very famous Tamil scholar, great orator and his speeches
are compared to the literary Tamil prevailing a few centuries ago. He is
a great believer in God, master of classical philosophy. He was also
interested in the Tamil works of Kambar. With the efforts of some devout
Tamilians, the Delhi Tamil Sangam is able to function successfully. He is
the Head of the Delhi Tamil Sangam and plays an important role in its
activities.

Educated persons would find it difficult to understand many specialized
topics of Science, even though the lectures are delivered in English.
However, Dr. Krishnan has the distinction of delivering lectures in Tamil
on specailised areas of Science so that even a common man will be able to
get some idea on the difficult concepts.

Dr. Krishnan was invited to give a talk at the National Academy
of Sciences, Washington, U. S. A. The experts present congratulated
him for his excellent exposition and the clarity with which he spoke.

He became a Fellow of the National Academy of Sciences in the year
1956. This academy has only 60 members, of which 9 are from the area of
physics. Dr. Krishnan had the distinction of being one of them.

Presently, Dr. Krishnan is the Director of the National Physical
Laboratory, Delhi. He is the head of the National Committee which is part of
the International Geophysical Union. The Govt. of India has appointed him
as the National Professor. This position was held previously by Sir C. V.
Raman and Prof. S. N. Bose. He is the Vice President of the International
Council of Sciences for the past six years. His contributions to the
International Geophysical Union is well known. He has won many laurels
and awards.

His speeches in the radio, 'New Trends in Science' is indeed priceless.
The Royal Society of London has conferred on him the coveted fellowship,
F. R. Most of the international bodies have honoured Dr. Krishnan.

Born in an ordinary family, Dr. Krishnan rose to great heights
by his dedication, hard work and sincerity. The Govt. of India has honoured
him with 'Padma Vibhushan'. May his contributions to India and our people
continue unabated. We pray and wish that he lives a healthy and long life
in the years to come.


