


e lwokrama Rain Forest Programme has moved from

the stage of an idea to that of implementation.

lwokrama

RAIN FOREST
PROGRAMME

This Programme is intended to be a truly international

one. The United Nations Development Programme, the Commonwealth Secretariat

and the Government of Guyana are jointly involved in creating the best conditions for the

involvement of scientists from institutions in various parts of the world to participate in an

exercise which promises to be most exciting and rewarding. |am highly impressed with the
very great work done by Dr M.S. Swaminathan and his Expert Group in preparing an excellent
framework for the Programme which allows for a Wilderness Reserve, for management on

a sustainable basis to yield economic benefits to the people of Guyana, for research and

training, and for the promotion of environmental literacy and public education. The future of

our planet and the quality of the lives of the people who inhabit it are linked to these ideals

embodied in the Programme, and | eagerly look forward to the successful implementation of

its various aspects at every stage.

e lwokrama Rain Forest Programme was
launched under the Commonwealth's
auspices. | am delighted that its first

research and training projects, which are being
inaugurated in the International Year for the
World's Indigenous Peoples, will directly involve
Guyanese Amerindian communities and benefit
from their ecological prudence and conservation
practices. The ancient yet eternally relevant
Amerindian ethic of living in harmony with nature
is central to the Programme. Through research,
training and other projects, it will try to find
practical ways of conserving and sustainably
utilising rain forest resources which will be of
benefit not only to Guyana, but to the world at
large. The Commonwealth looks forward to
working in partnership with the Government and
people of Guyana, the United Nations Development
Programme and the Global Environment Facility,
and other international and national partners, to
make Iwokrama an exemplary model for

environmentally sustainable development.

EMEKA ANYAOKU
COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY-GENERAL

CHEDDIJAGAN
PRESIDENT OF GUYANA

DP is proud to assist the innovative
wokrama Programme through its parti-
ipation in the Global Environment Facility

(GEF). This Programme is truly a microcosm of all
the challenges we face in translating the concept
of sustainable development into concrete action.
Strengthening developing countries' environmental
management and transfer of technology capacities
is UNDP's main role in the GEF, a fund which UNDP
manages together with the World Bank and the
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

The Iwokrama Programme is a fine example of
how national and Commonwealth efforts, together
with the post-UNCED arrangements, can come
together in novel and synergetic ways. The close
involvement of Amerindian communities and of
many scientific institutions in Guyana in project
design and implementation is further evidence that
in order for development to become truly
sustainable, it needs to be an inclusive process.
UNDRP is pleased to be able to participate in such a
sustainable process.

WILLIAM H DRAPER Il

ADMINISTRATOR
UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

GUYANA NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY, 41 BRICKDAM AND BOYLE PLACE, STABROEK, GEORGETOWN GUYANA
TELEPHONE: 592 02 66549 TELEFAX: 592 02 71211
COMMONWEALTH SECRETARIAT, MARLBOROUGH HOUSE, PALL MALL, LONDON SW1Y 5HX
TELEPHONE: +44 71 839 3411 TELEFAX: +44 71 930 0827

UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME, 1 UN PLAZA, NEW YORK, NY 10077, USA
TELEPHONE: 212 906 5057 TELEFAX: 212 906 5365
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The lwokrama Rain Forest Programme
was launched by the Government of
Guyana under the Commonwealth's
auspices. The Government and people of
Guyana have reserved 360,000 hectares
of rain forest in central Guyana for this
international programme which will
demonstrate methods for conserving
and sustainably utilising tropical forest
resources and biodiversity.
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