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In continuation of the ftaik with Dr, S.W.Merchant, I wish
to state that we heve been investigating suspected caces of hereditary
hasmolytic anaemia referred by Pediatricians around thie area for
thalassemia and abnormal haemoglobins. Investigalions carried out
in our labher:ateries as well as by others show that thalascemia ls
not uncommon in this regiocn.

Thalascenia, a genetic disorder cf haemoglobin synthesis is
mainly of two types (e and B)s It is reasonable to assume that the
gommonly seen vabiety in this region is the P-type of thalascemla
and that 1t is seen more common in certain communitics. No systematio
studies have been carried out =o far to know the frequency of these
gepe in this ares. : :

In the South—-East Asian region, beside: the common type of

halsegsemia (B-type), d-thalasremia iz ales Tound. The latter in
homozygous etate, being not competible with life, resulis in
ntrauterine dcaths, nné many eecses of aboriione in Lthal reglion are
found to be due to this genetic entity. A few cucez of Xk d-thalaesemia
along with other abpormal haemoglobine have recently bees detected
from thic part of our country. With the recent advance:s in

laboratory technigues it iz rather eacy to detect sarriers of
B-thalascemia gene, while it 1c extreansly difficultl to detect
carrier-gtate of a-thalascemia ip adulte. Detectios of thls cenditicn
i rather easy in cord bloocd szamples.

: e are now engaged in a systematic study of the gene frecuenoy
of thalascemia in this region. ¥e have a project ot hand with tThe 4
HeH.U. @ssistance, wherein we wish $o study particularly cord bleod
samples. I would therefore request you to arrange to let us have
gsamples of cord blocds (5=10 ml,) from your hespita! patients., If

you are kind eaough to grant thle permlecion, the detalls ghall bhe
worked out later.

Thanking you and with kind regards.

Yours truly,
F,l.Oukumaran,
Soientific Officer,
Epideniolozy Uivielon.

To

‘The As:%. Principal Medical Officer,
Howrojee VWadia HMaternity lospital,
Hing Edward Road,

Parel, HUMBAY-1Z.
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Nowrosjee Wadia Maternity Hospital

King Edward Road, Parel,
BOMBAY-12.
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Phone: 440569

The Scientific Officer,
Epldemiology Division,
Cancer Research Institdte,
Tata Memorial Centre,
Parel,

ROVRBAY,

Refs <Vour letter Yo. ED/1893/70 of 18-3-70.

ne Principal Medical Officer

has given permission to collect the cord

blood from the hospital patients.

Yours faithfully,

Asst,. to the Hen. B, M.0,




