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Sub.: Conservation of Barheadad Goose{Anser indicns)

)
Siir

During the month of June wve visited Kyrgyzyscan and we
together with members of the Academy to visgit the breedi
headed geese in Song-kul and the captive-breeding site at I

The Song-kul area is one of the two Known areas where Barheads breed in
Kyrgyzystan. (The other is Satur-kul, not Visited this time) . The lactier
being more remote, there seems to be 1ittle control over human activities
and the islands therein also seem to be less suitable for breeding.

Even on Song-%Xul the breeding sites appear to be limited in number. dhe
geese there breed only on islands. On three small islands ten nests were
found out of which two had been abandoned and eight still occupied. The

'geese had to compste for space on these islands with ducks, Black-headed
gulls and Common terns. Severe competition may be the cause for abandoning
two nests. Besides the breeding pairs there was a large flock ©f non-brec-
ding birds numbering more than 50.

Song-kul is a nature reserve so there should not be much difficulty in
carrying out the following measures to help the geese:

1. During the breeding season no one should be given access to these islands.

4

2. It is essential to take care before the breeding starts so that foxes &
other predators do not come near the islands.

3. After the breeding season measuresmay be taken to see that these islands
are extended in size and also more islands are created.
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Scientific guidelines should be prepared for the captive-breeding programme.
At present there is a lot of enthusiasm for this but the birds are in const-
ant company of human beings, are likely to be imprinted on them and must have
lost =all fear of man. This makes 1t .wvery difficult for . them to live as wild
biirdss They willl fald an easy wilEtim for: hunters.

They therefore, should not be released on Song-kul but should stay around
thelir breeding loecation at Tssyk-kul. Tf some.'escape! from there, it will
be interesting to see what happens. Some may join the wild birds or they
may form a non-migrating flock at Issyk-kul.

To increase the captive-bred flock eggs should not be collected from Song-
-kul nor should these captive birds be released there.

There should be good cooperation between the Academy scientists and
those engaged in captive-breeding. As the Academy is recognized as

the ringing station for Kyrgyzystan, ringing should be done only by
them.

Rare birds such as the Bar-headed goose need special measures of
protection and also international cooperation. Kyrgyzystan after
signing the Ramsar Convention( and perhaps nominating both Song-kul
and Satur-kul as Ramsar sites ) and becoming a member of Wetlands
International (Headquarters Wageningen, Netherlands) should look for
international cooperation.

In giving these comments our aim is to help Bar-headed goose and other
waterfowl conservation efforts and not to criticize any one. We are
always willing to support these and will be in fact looking for broader
support.

{2 ECT Tl

Joost van der Ven Prakash Gole

Former Asstt. Director Co-ordinator, Research
International Waterfowl on Bar-headed Goose,

& Wetlands Research Bureau Wetlands International
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