
TING Ur OF DAN DRSI YILD LIB DIVISION

The vv ateka forest dev rtnent is planning to set uv Weia Lire Divisionif
*

in D It has already passed a sovernnent order in Way 1492 to
estaablish Daandeli ii] d Life Division ( DYED). Since this notification
there is widesnread protest in the villages near Dandeli in Joida Taluka.
Peools are afreid tha they with be uprooted fron their villages. This
fear has generated opsosition among peonle. . They have 'asked the govern-

a «

ment not to establish DwLD.

Recently I met the of"fice pear xs of 7114 Life Division
¥

Opvosit on i1ttee ane da scussed in derail about their fears ahd 20pre-
4

.hensions. YVhe detsils are as follows +

ALSTORY : In 1956 Dandeli Game Sancti onery 205 sq. kas Was set un

528 in the region. In, 1975, Dandeli wild Life sa wes expended to
cover an area of 57 29 sq.kms. Realising thet this area being too large,
the ,rea was reduced to 834 sa. kms in 1987. In Way 1332 Janceli 'iid
Life Division was set up.

+

The conflict over 111) life sanckaary started inlg72.
The dévelopnent work like construction of approach in the villages
coming under WLS was not elven jernission. 1932° any develovment
work was not ellowed in these 'This conflict between forest
devartaent has created a leur psyehosis villagers In May 1932,

4,after declearing DWLD, forest staff vent to cdemgcrate the area cam
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ing infer bD. However the rumors started oreadings that the willagees will
be evacuvated and in Bider district. Phe veonle are afraia
thet as in Bandi pur ard Nag. rhole, villages in will also be

Yae feor is Pennine as this has sacrified' 44 villares, to be suon
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GONTROVERSY OVER SETTING UP OF DANDELI WILD LIFE DIVISION

the Karnataka foreat departnent is Planning to set up a Wild Life
Division in Dandeli, I+ has already passed a government order in May
1392 to establish Dandeli Wild Life Division ( DWLD). Since this notie
fication there is widespread protest in the villages near Dandeli in
Joida Taluka, People are afraid that they will be uprooted from their
Villages. This fear has generated opposition among people, They have
asked the governnent not to establish DWLD,

Recently I met the office bearers of Joida Taluka Wild Life Divie
Sion Opposition Gommittee and discussed in detail about their fearg
and apprehensions. The details are as follows <

HISTORY & In 1956 Dandeli Game Sanctionery with 205 saekms was set up
in the region. In 1375 Dandeli wild Life sanctuary was expanded to
cover an area of 5729 sqekms. Realising that this are being too large,
the area was reduced to 334 sq.kms in 1387. In May 1992 Dandeli wild
Life Division was se% up.

PEOPLES VvsRCEPTIGN s The conflict over wild life sanctuary started in
1972. The development work like construction of approach roads in the
villages coming under WLS was not given permission. Till 1992 any
development work was not allowed in these villages. This conflicts
between forest department has created a fear psychosis among villagers.
In May 1392, after declearing DWLD, forest staff € WLD) went to dema-
crate the area coming under WLD. However the rumors started apreading
that the villages will be evacuveted and rehabihiteted in Bidar distric
The people are afraid that as in Bandipur and Nagarbole, villages in
DWLD will also be evacuvated. The fear is genuine as this taluka has
sacrified 44 villages to be submerged in Supa reservior. Under such
circumstances the people have formed Joida Taluka WLD Virodhi Samiti
to oppose the establishaent of DYLD. Public Interest Litigation cases
have been filed in Bangalore claiming that there will be shortage of
fuelwood and bamboo for bamboo artisans as WLD will not allow extra-
ction of these resources, There is also fear among people that once
BWLD comes into existance the activities like mining, removal of timber
and other development activities, that generetes employment will come
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to stand still, This will lead to mare unemployment in the taluka,
Thus, due to these reasons the people are nrotesting against establie
shnent of D&LD,

The Real Issues t

The issues raised by people scems to be real, based on their past exper
ience with forest devartcent. However the real issue is the conflict
between the Regular Forest Division (RFD) and Wild Life Division (WLD).
Bstablishsent of WLD will encompass, taking away 5 range oifices beloge
ing to RFD Haliyal. These are the range offices that yield revenue

and provides opportunity for contractors and forest officials to earn

easy moneys. Once the WLD is established, the tinber extraction opera
tions will get curtailed and the easy money opportunities will cet
reduced. In order to protect their vested interest, the timber contra-
etors have joined hands with RFD,(DPO and Conservator are also actively
involved) to create rumors among people that WLD will evacuvate the

villagers. It is with the support of these vested interest group that
a public interest litigation against DVLD has been filed. The main

group behind peoples movement against is RFD and contractors,

RESOLVING THE ISSUE ¢

How do we resolve the issue under such cireumastancea? People do not
realise that they are being used as pawns by timber contractora and

RFD, There is an urgent need to talk to villagers about the purpose
of establishing DWLD. fhe officials should clarify whether villaces
will have to be evacuvated. They will have to reassure that the

of villagere over use of forest for agriculture and graging will not be

curtailed. We feel that only by interacting with people, and with
active participation of villagers the WLD will be able to resolve the

isaue.
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