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Kashmir's orphans spread trust and goodwill
Hope for an era of peace and communal harmony

by Usha Rai
E hear often of the
widows of Kashmir
and the agonising

search for the missing men in
their lives but there are hardly
any stories about the children
who have been orphaned by the
13 years of turmoil in the valley
So it came as a surprise to meet
this group of 40 orphans from
Jammu and Kashmir in Delhi
and learn that there are hun
dreds beng brought up by the
Yateem Trust Apna Ghar and
other orphanages
Many of them may not be tech

mically orphans because they have
a mother But a large number of
widows remarry and their children
often end up in orphanages going
home once or twice a year for fes
tivals and holidays Several chil
dren have also been left m State
care because their mothers have
not the means to bring them up
There were nine young girls of

seven to 14 years who had lost
their fathers and some both par
ents during the shelling in Kargil
Living close to the international
border and subjected to constant
shelling the young ones have not
even been to school From their
new home in Apna Ghar they
now go to school regularly and
nurse ambitions ofmaking some
thing of their hves Mudassar
from Kupwara was 12 years old
when he lost his father due to an
ailment and he was moved into an

orphanage Mudassar has two
older brothers and five sisters
Because of poverty all the sib
lings except for an older brother
who is 24 are in orphanages
Khurshid Ahmed 13 ofBadgaon
has been 1n the Srinagar Yateem
Ghar since he was seven Khur
shid 1s bright comes within the
first five in his class and has
ambitions ofbecoming a doctor
For all these children coming to

Delhi and performing small skits
and plays which they have script
ed at Delh Haat was a great
experience For Yakjaf the small
group of concerned citizen based
in Srinagar Jammu and Delhi

who have brought the children to
the Capital 1t was an occasion to
work with children in removing
the communal divide that sepa
rates them The children Hindus
from the Jammu migrant camps
Muslims and Buddhists from
orphanages in Srinagar and
Jammu dialogued and formed the
nucleus of a network of children
working for peace in the Valley
Jigme Chottan 12 who lost both

her parents 1n the Kargil operations
and 1s now in Apna Ghar has been
confined to the four walls of the
orphanage During holidays she

manages a trp to Kargil to live
with relatives who will have her
But m December hfe suddenly
acquired anew meaning for her as
well as other children who came to
celebrate irfe and present skits on

Living close to the
mternational border
and subjected to

constant shelling, the
young ones have not
even been to school

peace and harmony Yakjah means
coming together in Kashmn
and you could see the hard work
of its comm tted workers taking
shape as multiethnic groups of
children of 6 to 14 years divided
by the years ofviolence in the Val
ley began to dialogue with one
another and establish new bonds of
friendship
kor Sanjay Kumar and Ashima

Kaul Bhatia ofYakyah these chil
dren will form the core of the net
work that will spread a culture of
tolerance and understanding
remove mistrust and reduce ten
sions Older people are bitter
angry and it 1s difficult to change
their mind set But children are
more open to dialogue and
change says Sanjay
In fact over the last three years

the Army the BSF a Mumbai
based vGO sarhad Sado idvina

in Delhi and Yakjah have been
working with ch Idren Yakjah s
efforts have been slightly differ
ent It has been trying to create
safe spaces where children can
express themselves creatively
Sanjay founder of Pandies The
atre had earlier worked with the
British Council on child rights
issues in Jammu The nght to
security 1s a basic nght of the child
and in a communal situation this
1s jeopardised he pointed out
With the support of concerned

citizens three theatre workshops
have been held in migrant camps
im Jammu Delhi and in the orphan
ages in the Valley The perform
ance at Delhi Haat was the culm1
nation of these theatre workshops
It was for many of them a festival
for life Coming to Delhi they have
broadened their honzons by site
see ng and discussions
Sanjay prov ded the concept

communal harmony and the chil
dren provided the script for their
performance Sadabahar the
group from Badgaon did a play
on police conuption The children
from the Yateem Trust Srinagar
did a wonderful skit on corruption
in etections and those from the
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coal 3 Les iy
Asp f ng to be actors

migrant c4mps in Jammu on the
trauma displacement They
enacted the agony of getting
ration cas and rehabilitation
facilities The children from the
Krishna Merket refugee camp 1n

Delhi did take off on their per
sonal expefiences (There are still
some 14 camps ofKashmir Pan
dits in Deli ) The children said
their paregts often talked dis
paraginglyg bout the Muslims in
the Valley§ In their school too
Muslim weee looked on as aliens
Then one @f the children got an
opportunity to attend a wedding
in Srinagar here he made friends
with a M slim boy and came
back conv nced that the Muslim
boys were §o different from their
Pandit cougterparts
Discussiop on creative writing

and religiorfare part of the groom
ing It 1s an gccasion for airing their
views the qexperiences and con
cerns Atong such session a young
Kashmir Pandit said we have
lived with Kashmin Muslims and
they are not hike the picture of them
presented afier the Guyarat nots
Another fnteresting aspect of

the Yakjah Work s the large num
ber of

orpt
ans they work with

There 1s ng database on the num
ber of orphans 1n the Valley The
Departmeat of Sociology Kash
mir Univeisity did a study on
500 widows and orphans of the
Valley but it was more on the
widows than the orphans
The Yateem Trust a pioneering

institute for orphans 1s over 30
years But most of the orphan
ages are te tibly short of funds
and in a Sorry state But even so
a few child en brought up in the
cate of th. Yateem Trust have
become doctors and engineers
Apna Ghar in Jammu 1s support
ed by thé Central Government
The Centre 1s supposed to pro

vide Rs 500 a child but the
money never reaches on time
Apna Ghar has not yet received
the grant of 2002 Some orphan
ages also receive large sums of
money from India and abroad
According to one estimate it 1s

about Rs 50 lakh annually
Moving into orphanages has

ensured that the children are edu
cated All of them have ambitions
to become doctors engineers and
even policemen Not one of them
expressed a desire to be an actor
There are no cmema halls in the
Valley for the last 13 years and I
have not seen a single Bollywood
film How can I aspire to be an
actor one of them retorted
The desire for peace 1s pervasive

When Yakjah sought resources for
sending the children to Delhi sev
eral people volunteered help says
Ashima Mangat Ram Sharma
the TransportMinister and Deputy
CM provided transport for 40
children from Snnagar and JJammu
to Delh: The Director of the
Jammu and Kashmir Tourism Cor
poration Aziz Want provided food
The Vice Chancellor of Jammu
Unw ersity provided accommoda
tion tor their stay"in Jammu and
the SOS Villages put them up in
Delhi The women journalists of
the Capital entertained them to
lunch and miny of them had their
first lick of ice creams at the party
Despite some cash donations by
friends andwell wishers Yakjah 1s

still short ofRs 12 000
But the enthusiasm shown by

the children brought to Delhi
has motivated Yakjah to organ
ise theatre workshops in a sys
tematic manner in the Valley
every summer and in Delhi in
winter These orphan kids are
the hope tor an era of peace in
the Valley and greater communal
harmony in the country

Legal Notes

Ravi Sidhu likely
to get bail

by SS Neg!

Singh Sidhu who has been
lodged 1n judicial custody since
March 2002 in the money for
job scam which had rocked
the state two years ago can
hope for his release on bail
the new year as the Supreme
Court has attached a pre con
dition of recording the evi
dence of two approvers with
the acceptance of his bail plea
To ensure that the evidence of

approver Prem Sagar and Rand
hir Singh Dheera are recorded
before January 9 the court had
directed the trial judge at
Patiala to complete the process
on the basis of day to day pro
ceedings
The court had told Sidhu s

counsel that it was inclined to
accept the bail plea of the for
mer PPSC chief provided the
recording of the evidence of the
approvers 1s completed which
the prosecution considered very
crucial in the case The Vigi
lance Bureau of the Punjab
Police had registered three
cases against Sidhu and he has
already been granted bail in
two of them

Telgi case
Even though the Maharashtra and
Karnataka governments have
expressed their willingness to
hand over the probe in the Telgi
stamp paper scam to the CBI the

Supreme Court will take up for
hearing this week of two public
interest litigation petitions seek
ing the investigation im all the 11

states where the sale of fake
stamps had been detected
The PIL by two advocates

had sought the transfer of the
case to the CBI to ensure uni
formity in the investigation and
unearthing the politician
police bureaucrat nexus in the
scam so far estimated to be
worth Rs 33 000 crore
The petitions by Supreme

Court advocate Ajay Agrawal
and Mumba based lawyer
Mukesh Manubhai Vaishi had
also sought constant monitoring
of the CBI probe by the apex
court to ensure early results

Jaya's woes
Despite her exoneration in
the TANSI land deal case by
the Supreme Court the woes
of Tamil Nadu ChiefMinister
J Jayalalithaa on the legal
front are far from over as she

still has six cases pending
against her
These pertain to acquiring of

properties worth Rs 66 65 crore
in the country and abroad the
trial ofwhich has been ordered
to be transferred to Bangalore
by the apex court the sale of
the state government s share in
the South Petro Industries Cor
poration for an alleged consid
eration in violation of the law
a Foreign Exchange Regulation
Act (FERA) case in connection
with the alleged receipt of
three lakh dollars from the US
the granite mining lincence
scam and the Meena Advertis
Ing scam
The previous Karunanidhi

government had registered nine
cases agaisnt Jayalalithaa and
apart from the TANSI land
scam she has also been acquit
ted by the courts in the colour
TV purchase and coal import
cases Her exoneration by the
Supreme Court in the Tans1
land deal was however loaded
with severe strictures for her
moral misconduct as the apex
court gave her the benefit of the
doubt in the absence of con
crete evidence

Death sentence
After being awarded the death
sentence following an eight
year trial for the brutal murder
of his wife Naina Sahn Sushil
Sharma 1s some distance away
from the gallows as he has
challenged his conviction in the
Delhi High Court
A city Sessions Judge had

recently awarded the capital pun
ishment to Sharma for killing
Naina in June 1995 and then try
ing to destroy her body by burn

ingitinthe tandoor ofa restau
rant run by him on contract
Similarly the Delhi Police has

filed an appeal in the Supreme
Court against the acquittal ofS A
R Geelani a former lecturer of
the Capital s Zakir Hussain Col
lege in the Parlaiment attack
case along with a woman convict
by the Delhi High Court recently
While Geelani was awarded

the death sentence by a Spe
cial POTA court a year ago
Navjot Sandhu alias Afsan
Guru the wife of Jaish e
Mohammed militant Shaukat
Hussain alias Guru was given
five years jail term Shaukat
and another JeM militant
Mohammed Afzal were also
awarded the death sentence by
the trial court which was
upheld by the High Court
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FOR SALE
Folowng P ant & Mach nes are ava abe for sae nas s where s condton bass

BHAKRA BEAS MANAGEMENT BOARD (I W }
SUNDERNAGAR TOWNSHIP

E Mal cebsl@bbmb nc n Fax No 01907 26237
Telephone No 01907 262374

The Execut ve Engneer Shma Centra Dvson No 1 CPWD
Shma nvtes on behaf of the Pres dent of nda seaed tem rate
tenders from CPWD ens sted contractors on y upto 300 PM on the

Tender Cost
the supp y of the fo owng tems S No

40 10 03 0403/04 02 2004/Rs S00/

Tender Notice for Supply of Stores Item
On he behaf of the Pres dent of nda th ough Cont o er of S ores
No the n Ra way Baroda House New Deh nv es seaed Tender for

41 Tender No /Due Date/
Descr pton P ow

Bes des various pumps (Lentr fuga Roto Dozng and Genera purpose pumps
from 30HP to 0 SHP Rating) nfra Red Bulbs Oven special purpose athes Capstan
athes Turret athes Sprocket re ng machne Brochng machne £cc motors

(Various HP) MS tanks ned and un ned Mscelaneous machnery & Spares are
ava abe Interested partes may contact to MR RPVerma AGM
(Purchase) ATLAS CYCLES (Haryana) LTR SONEPAT 131001
(Haryana)

CORRIGENDUM"
Name of Work Construct on of 72 Nos S 2

() The average annual turnover of Contractor/F rms
dur ng the last three years has been amended to,Rs
1 00 Crore (One Crore; n place of Rs 2 5 Crores {Rs
Two and half crores) as publi shed earl er

( ) The date and t me for sale of prescr bed proforma for

prequal f cat on of Contractor and rece pt of completed
appl catons s 16012004 up to 300 pm and
23 01 2004 up to3 00 p pm respect vely
All the other th ngs reman the same

Sr Executive Engineer
Township Division
BBMB Sundernagar
Distt Mandi (HP) 174402

~davp1342/10/2003

NOTICE OF TENDER
MES

Commander Works Eng neer Pathankot (PB) 145001 nvtes
app catons for ssue of b ank tender forms on payment of Rs 1000/
through DD from any natona sed bank from he en sted MES
CPWD and Ra way Contractors of the appropr ate cass for the
fo ow ng works

Notes
1 Condton 3 of AFW 2249 s deemed to have been amended
subsequen to the ssue of tender forms
2 nvtaton of app catons of ssue of tender forms on payment
does not const tute any guaran ee for ssue of tender to the

funded to

PRE-QUALIFICATION FOR TENDERS»
Executve Engnee (Eect) Madhopu Centa Eect ca Dwson CPWD
Madhopu from the approved and e gbecon acto s reg stered w th CPWD
MES Ra way and State PWD n appropr ate cass and speca sedfmsn
tie fed for the fo ow ng wo k

Name of work Estimate Earnest
cost money

1 Provsonof OTM Accomm for Pechora (M) RAs Rs
220 Sq Ar Fo ce and p ovsonofDSC Guard 520000/ 10 400/
Room at 1 FBSU Am tsa (Pb)
SH Shitng of 100 KVA T ansformer nc ud ng
prov dng of HT Pane

3 C/O 40 bedded hosp ta Bdg at CRPF (GC)
Ja andhar (Pb }

700000/ 14 000/
T me alowed Three months

) Last date of rece pt of PQ appi caton 24 01 2004
Mn mum exper ence
F mshoud have sa sfactoriy comp eted at east wosm ar obs ofa eas
75/ of est mated cost n CentraV/State Gov Departmentso n Pub c Sector
Undertak ngs n ast hree yeas e pe odendng 31 12 2003 Documentary
p oof n support of past exper ence/ obs comp e ed woud be equ

The Departmen eserves the rgh o eect the app caton p any
con racto wthou ass gnng any reason or to re ax above cond tions n
case of wo kngcon acos &crgna equpmen manufac u ers

2 The con actor founde gbew be ndvdua y ntma ed the dae of
sae ecep and openng of ende s

3 Enveopes contanng app ca on shoud be cearly and egiby be
scr bed wth the name of work

4 Ony duy atesed copes of a certf cates/documens w be

dates gven be ow whch sha be opened at 330 PM on the same
date for the fo ow ng works

Last date of rece pt of app caton&te 1901 2004 Upto 4 PM
T me & date of open ng of tenders 23 01 2004 a 330 PM

A the tenderers must produce va d reg strat on wth the
app caton The earnest money shoud be depos ted a ong wth
the tender n the appropr ate form as gven n PWD 6 attached
w th the tender documents

davp3480(2921)2003

"PRESS NOTICE"
OFFICE OF THE SENIOR DEPUTY
ACCOUNTANT GENERAL (A&E)
HIMACHAL PRADESH SHIMLA 171003

Shr Ramesh Chand Clerk of ths offce has been
absent ng hmself un author sed y from hs dutes snce

23/04/2003 and 09/07/2003 to jon dutes mmed ately but
he faled to do so He was agan drected vde ths offce
te egram dated 05 08 2003 copy sent by post n

conf rmat on vde Regd/AD etter No Estt I/Leave/Ramesh
Chand/2003 04/1404 dated 05/08/2003 at hs permanent
home address drectng theren to jon dutes mmed ately
but the same has been rece ved back un de vered n ths
offce wth fo ow ng remarks of the posta authortes

CUQRet temBrat Frerat B
saferaftr

The copy of aforement oned etter of dated 05/08/2003
was agan sent to hs avalabe loca address by Regd /AD
but the same has aso been rece ved back un delivered n

ths off ce wth the fo ow ng remarks of the postal
authortes

Un delivered Return to senders
Snce ths offce s fee ng hepessness n gettng the

commun cat ons de vered to Shr Ramesh Chand Clerk he
s therefore fna y drected through ths Press Notce to jon
duty wthn 7 days from the pub caton of ths notce Non

comp ance of the above drectons shal render hm labe
for dscp nary acton under the Centra Cvl Serv ces (CCA)
Rule 1965

S Name of wo k Est mated Earnest Tme
No Cost Money a owed tem Quant ty

a TwoNoss es(VzTaa
Dev peak Anandpu V age)
fo ARC/FRU Anandpu Shogh
Shma HP

2 Construc ono Phase woks Rs 762 107/ Rs 15242/ Two
a LHMKu ShmaSH C/oove Months
head ank o wate supp y and
efghtng

Po yu ahene sze 30 x 45 x 10cms wth R Totem o be marked on each
co ner wh nde be nk as per RDSO Sketch No 68060 A (2)
Cons ruct on de a $s as per Tender documens Note NSC Reserved

15452 Nos Note 1 Tende documens can be
obta ned f om the off ce of Contro er of Stores Northe n Ra way Ba oda

Hs ona wokng days

documens shoud be remtted to FA & CAO (SAB) NARLY BARODA
HOUSE New Deh through Crossed Bank Draft ony Posa Orde s/

Cheques/Money Orders are no acceptabe 3 Tender documens ae no
ransfe abe 4 Tender submtted on other than p esc bed ender fo ms
ae not accep abe 5 Afrm may obtan the ende documents by pos by
furn sh ng the Demand Draft ong wth requs onto C OSs Offce at
eas 15 days before the date of tender openng 6 The tenderers are
equested o ndcate ther Bankers Name and Account No n her offe s
SPEC ALNOTE A theTende Notce whch are re eased to P ess by
Northe rsn Ra way are aso ava abe on No hern Ra way WEBS TE
nterested par es may Vs Wabste http /wwwnor a net aov n/s ores/
ndexhm, Ths s e aso shown the procurement ca ende fo the ent e

year 2003 2004 Tender Not ce No 67/2003 2004 Fax No 011 3384008

SN Deta s Quant ty
100 Ton Power Press 1 No

2 SOKVA Sport we d ng Mach ne 1 No
3 Flund zed Bed Heat Treatment Plant 1 No
4 Battery operated platform Truck 1 No

Instruments Research &
Development Establishment

Ra pur Road Dehra Dun 248 008
PHONE 0135 2787004 7 FAX 0135 2787128 2787161
GLOBAL TENDER

The D ector nstruments Research & Deve opment Es ab shmen Rapu Road
Deh a Dun 248008 (nda) hereby nv es seaed quo a ons n wobd
sys em(Techno Commerca & Pree Bd) From Fo egn/ndan manu acues o
he auhonsed deaers or ndan Lason offce of fo egn manufac ues or the
supp y 0 fol owing s o es
Tender ho Nomenclature of Stores Cost of each

& No Tender document

12901/FE/TFU210 H gh Vacuum Compu e Rs 500 00
Control ed Au omatic on
Ass s ed (Rad o Freq )
Coat ng P ant 01No

Note

P 4

& « >
c

SHORT TENDER NOTICE No 1/2004
Sealed Through rate fenders on preva ng PWD D rates (Through
Rate Bas s ) are nv ted from enl sted contractors as / DNIT so as to
reach the office of the unders gned on dated 100 2004 The tender
forms along with deta led spec ficat ons can be obta ned from the
offce of the Princ pal on Payment of Rs 250/ (Non Refundable )
on or before 10 01 2004 between 900AM to3 00 PM
The tenders would be opened on the same day in the presence of
the tenderers or the r authorized agents who may | ke to be present
Sr No Name of the work Est mated cost E/Money TiLim t
1 Construction ofwomens 20 00000/ 40 000/ 1Year

hoste at co ege campus
6 months

Sd/ Arch tects
Pr ncipal Arjun Sharma & Assoc ates
Ramgarh a girls co lege Ludh ana 54 aR sh Nagar Ludhiana

1 Tende documens neudng deta s of spec ca on can be had om he
Diecto RDE Dehra Dunonw en eques wh ende No & submssono
non efundabe c ossed Demand D aft on any schedu ed Bank owa ds cos
o Tende Documens dawn nftavoro Tre D eco RDE Deh a Dun
payabe a Dehra Oun The as dae of ssueo tende documents 9 28 01
2004 The Comple ed Tende documents ae o be submitted by he 24 02
2004 up o 1400hrs( ST) Late tende w not be consde ed o wha eve
reason Tenders shoud be subm ted n wo bids e Techno Commerca Bds
& P ce Bds ony seaed n wo different enve opes and cea y marked on
hem ende numbe ypeo bds due dae and ms name Two
bds(Techno-Commerca Bds & Price B ds) shoud be den ca na respects
excep ha he Techno Commencal Bid shou d have bank space a he pace

2 Techno-Comme ca Bds w be opened a 1400 hrs (ST) on 24 02 2004 o
nex workng day { 24 02 2004 happens o be cosed ho day Openng 0
Pncebdw be n mated separaey

3 Adequae copes o the Goba Tende Document ae ava abe w h The
Technca Advso (Deence) The Hgh Commssono nda LONDON UK

USA Fo e gn Vende § may co ect ender documens d ec y om above
Embass es

4 Dieco ROE eserves hengh ocance anyo a he endersa anyo al

S Name of Est mated Earnest Last Mode of
No wo k cost money date of payment

app caton
1 16 00 Rs 32000 27 Jan DD Drawn nRepa /spa es o

HT Pane s w th akhs 2004 avou o GE
po ect on dev ces (Sou h) Pa hanko
a MH payabea

Pa hanko

he ende s at any s age w hou assgnng any eason and w hou any
rio RDE DehaDun D eco RDE Deh aDunw ono be

f

Service Commission
ORMER Punjab Public

Chairman Ravinder Pal

e

a ad

15 eo

5

Type houses at B B MIB Colon
p atfo ms and boundary wa s Months House New Oeh durng 1100 Hrs to 15001 uct onuct on Rs 7 10 382 Rs 14208/ Thee

Sundemagar (NIT 20/2003 @4) excep on the dae of openng of tender The cost of he ender

Ema Address cos@nr rai net gov n 15/2004

App cat on of pre qua {cat on for sea ed item ae tenders ae nv ed by the

03 03 2003 He was d rected vde th off ce te egrams dated

2 do SH P ovdng and nstt of AMF operated Rs Rs
125 KVADG Set 775000/ 15500/

SH Pdg & nstt of 125 KVA00 KWDG Set Rs Rs

whe e price have beens a ed nthe Price B d

1

and The Advso (Defence Techno ogy) Embassy o nda WAS 1 NGTON DC
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Kashmir's orphans spread trust and goodwill
Hope for an era of peace and communal harmony

by Usha Rai
E hear often of the
widows of Kashmir
and the agonising

search for the missmg men im

their lives but there are hardly
any stories about the children
who have been orphaned by the
13 years of turmoil in the valley
So 1t came as a surprise to meet
this group of 40 orphans fron
Jammu and Kashmir in Delhi
and learn that there are hun
dreds being brought up by the
Yateem Trust Apna Ghar and
othe: orphanages
Many of them may not be tech

nically orphans because they have
a mother But a large number of
widows remarry and their children
often end up in orphanages going
home once or twice a year for fes
tivals and holidays Several chil
dren have also becn left in State
care because their mothers have
not the means to bring them up
There were nine young girls of

seven to 14 years who had lost
their fathers and some both par
ents during the shelling in Kargil
Living close to the international
border and subjccted to constant
shelling the young ones have not
even been to school From their
new home in Apna Ghar they
now go to school regularly and
nurse ambitions ofmaking some
thing of ther lhves Mudassar
from Kupwara was 12 years old
when he lost his father due to an
ailment and he was moved into an

orphanage Mudassar has two
older brothers and five sisters
Because of poverty all the sib
lings except for an older brother
who 1s 24 are in orphanages
Khurshid Ahmed 13 ofBadgaon
has becn in the Srinagar Yateem
Ghar since he was seven Khur
shid 1s br ght comes within the
first five in his class and has
ambitions of becoming a doctor
For all these children coming to

Delhi and performing small skits
and plays which they have script
ed at Delhi Haat was a great
experience For Yakjif the small
group of concerned citizen based
in Srinagal Jammu and Delhi

who have brought the children to
the Capital it was an occasion to
work with children in removing
the communal divide that sepa
rates them The children Hindus
from the Jammu migrant camps
Muslims and Buddhists from
orphanages in Srinagar and
Jammu dialogued and formed the
nucleus of a network of children
working for peace in the Valley
Jigme Chottan 12 who lost both

her parents in the Kargil operations
and 1s now in Apna Ghar has been
confined to the four walls of the
orphanage During holidays she

manages a tp to Kargil to live
with relatives who will have her
But in December life suddenly
acquired anewmeaning for her as
well as other children who came to
celebrate life and present skits on

Living close to the
mternational border
and subjected to

constant shelling, the
young ones have not
even been to school

peace and harmony Yakjahmeans
coming together in Kashmin
and you could see the hard work
of its committed workers taking
shape as multiethnic groups of
children of 6 to 14 years divided.
by the years of violence in the Val
ley began to dialogue with one
another and establish new bonds of
friendship
bor Sanjay Kumar and Ashima

Kaul Bhatia ofYakyah these chil
dren will form the core of the net
work that will spread a culture of
tolerance and understanding
remove mistrust and reduce ten
sions Older people are bitter
angry and it 1s difficult to change
their mind set But children are
more open to dialogue and
change says Sanjay
In fact over the last three years

the Army the BSF a Mumbat
based vGO sarhad Sadb 1avina

m Delhi and Yakjah have been

working with children Yakjah s
efforts have been slightly differ
ent It has been trying to create
safe spaces where children can
express themselves creatively
Sanjay founder of Pandies The
atre had earlier worked with the
British Council on child nghts
issues in Jammu The night to

security 1s a basic night of the child
and in a communal! situation this
1s jeopardised he pointed out
With the support of concerned

citizens three theatre workshops
have been held in migrant camps
in Jammu Dethi and mn the orphan
ages m the Valley The perform
ance at Delhi Haat was the culm
nation of these theatre workshops
It was for many of them a festival
for life Commmg to\Delhi they have
broadened their honzons by site
seeing and discussions
Sanjay provided the concept

communal harmony and the chil
dren provided the script for their
performance Sadabahar the
group from Badgaon did a play
on police corruption The children
from the Yateem Trust Srinagar
did a wonderful skit on corruption
in elections and tnose from the

NEWSHOUND by RAP

J understand 1a6t two
mowing they were
Whlerrogatng
DderNem!

trauma of displacement They
enacted the agony of getting
ration cars and rehabilitation
facilities Phe children from the
Krishna Maket refugee camp in

sonal expefiences (There are still
some 14 camps ofKashmin Pan
dits in Delfi ) The children said
their paregts often talked dis
paraginglyfbout the Muslims in
the Valleyj In their school too
Muslim wee looked on as aliens
Then one @f the children got an

opportunit to attend a wedding
in SnnagirWwhere he nade friends
with a boy and came
back conv hced that the Muslim
boys were go different from their
Pandit cougterparts
Discussiof on creative writing

and religiorfate part of the groom
ing casion for airing thesr
views then experiences and con
cerns Atong such session a young
Kashmiri Pandit said we have
lived with Kashm mn Muslims and

they are not hke the picture ofthem
presented after the Gujarat riots
Another interesting aspect of

the Yakyah work ts the large num
bu of orpt ans they work with
There 1s no database on the num
ber of orphans in the Valley The
Department of Sociology Kash
mir University did a study on
500 widows and orphans of the
Valley but it was more on the
widows than the orphans
The Yateem Trust a pioneering

institute for orphans 1s over 30
years But most of the orphan
ages are terribly short of funds
and in a sarry state But even so
a few child gn brought up in the
care of thc; Yateem Trust have
become do¢tors and engineers
Apna Ghai in Jammu 1s support
ed by the entral Government
The Centrefis supposed to pro

vide Rs 500 a child but the
money never reaches on time
Apna Ghar has not yet recerved
the grant of 2002 Some orphan
ages also receive large sums of
money from India and abroad
According to one estimate it 1s

about Rs 50 lakh annually
Moving into orphanages has

ensured that the children are edu
cated All of them have ambitions
to become doctors engineers and
even policemen Not one of them
expressed a desire to be an actor
There are no cinema halls in the

Valley for the last 13 years and I
have not seen a single Bollywood
film How can I aspire to be an
actor one of them retorted
The desire for peace 1s pervasive

When Yakjah sought resources for
sending the children to Delhi sev
eral people volunteered help says
Ashima Mangat Ram Sharma
the TransportMinister and Deputy
CM provided transport for 40
children from Srinagar and Jammu
to Delhi The Director of the
Jammu and Kashmir Tourism Cor
poration AzizWant provided food
The Vice Chancellor of Jammu
Unversity provided accommoda
tion tor their stayin Jammu and
the SOS Villages put them up in
Delhi The women journalists of
the Capital entertained them to
lunch and miny of them had their
first lick of 1ce creams at the party
Despite some cash donations by
friends andwell wishers Yakjah ts
still short ofRs 12 000
But the enthusiasm shown by

the children brought to Delhi
has motivated Yakjah to organ
ise theatre workshops in a sys
tematic manner in the Valley
every summer and in Delhi in
winter These orphan kids are
the hope tor an era of peace in
the Valley and greater communal
harmony tn the country

Legal Notes

Ravi Sidhu likely
to get bail

by SS Neg!

Singh Sidhu who has been
lodged 1n judicial custody since
March 2002 in the money for
job scam which had rocked
the state two years ago can
hope for his release on bail in
the new year as the Supreme
Court has attached a pre con
dition of recording the ev1
dence of two approvers with
the acceptance of his bail plea
To ensure that the evidence of

approver Prem Sagar and Rand
hir Singh Dheera are recorded
before January 9 the court had
directed the trial yudge at
Patiala to complete the process
on the basis of day to day pro
ceedings
The court had told Sidhu s

counsel that tt was inclined to
accept the bail plea of the for
mer PPSC chief provided the
recording of the evidence of the
approvers 1s completed which
the prosecution considered very
crucial in the case The Vigi
lance Bureau of the Punjab
Police had registered three
cases against Sidhu and he has
already been granted bail in
two of them

Telgi case
Even though the Maharashtra and
Karnataka governments have
expressed their willingness to
hand over the probe in the Telgi
stamp paper scam to the CBI the

Supreme Court will take up for
hearing this week of two public
interest litigation petitions seek
ing the investigation in all the }1
states where the sale of fake,
stamps had been detected
The PIL by two advocates

had sought the transfer of the
case to the CBI to ensure uni
formity in the investigation and
unearthing the politician
police bureaucrat nexus in the
scam so far estimated to be
worth Rs 33 000 crore
The petitions by Supreme

Court advocate Ayay Agrawal
and Mumba: based lawyer
Mukesh Manubha Vaishi had
also sought constant monitoring
of the CBI probe by the apex
court to ensure early results

Jaya's woes
Despite her exoneration in
the TANSI land deal case by
the Supreme Court the woes
of Tamil Nadu ChiefMinister
J Jayalalithaa on the legal
front are far from over as she

still has six cases pending
against her
These pertain to acquiring of

properties worth Rs 66 65 crore
in the country and abroad the
trial ofwhich has been ordered
to be transferred to Bangalore
by the apex court the sale of
the state government s share in
the South Petro Industries Cor
poration for an alleged consid
eration in violation of the law
a Foreign Exchange Regulation
Act (FERA) case m connection
with the alleged receipt of
three lakh dollars from the US
the granite mining lincence
scam and the Meena Advertis
Ing scam
The previous Karunanidhi

government had registered nine
cases agaisnt Jayalalithaa and

apart from the TANSI land
scam she has also been acquit
ted by the courts in the colour
TV purchase and coal import
cases Her exoneration by the

Supreme Court in the Tans
land deal was however loaded
with severe strictures for her
moral misconduct as the apex
court gave her the benefit of the
doubt in the absence of con
crete evidence

Service Commission

Delhi did take off on their per

Death sentence
After being awarded the death
sentence following an eight
year trial for the brutal murder
of his wife Nama Sahni Sushil
Sharma 1s some distance away
from the gallows as he has
challenged his conviction im the
Delhi High Court
A city Sessions Judge had

recently awarded the capital pun
ishment to Sharma for killing
Naina in June 1995 and then try
ing to destroy her body by burn

ing itimthe tandoor ofa restau
rant run by him on contract
Similarly the Delhi Police has

filed an appeal in the Supreme
Court against the acyu ta of SA

R Geelan a former lecturer of
the Capital s Zakir Hussain Col
lege in the Parla:ment attack
case along with a woman conv ct
by the Delh: High Court recently
While Geelan1 was awarded

the death sentence by a Spe
cial POTA court a year ago
Navjot Sandhu alias Afsan
Guru the wife of Jaish e
Mohammed militant Shaukat
Hussain alias Guru was given
five years jail term Shaukat
and another JeM militant
Mohammed Afzal were also
awarded the death sentence by
the trial court which was
upheld by the High Court
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by Usha Rai
ITHIN six hours of a

journalist from the
North East recounting

the indignities of working for
Delhi'smost acclaimed newspaper
and the problems ofjournalists in
that far flung region of the coun
try, she got an cmaul from herboss,
based in Kolkata, thanking her for
her services and telling her polite
ly but firmly "dear contributor, we
are downsizing and your services
are no longer required

"

Ironically the "firing" of the

journalist took place on the day
the Press Institute of India's study
on the status of women journal

Though 40 per cent
of the women

journalists denied
sexual harassment, 23

per said they had
been harassed

ists in the countrywas released by
the Secretary for Information and
Broadcasting, MrNavin Chawla,
at the stomping grounds of
women journalists _-_ the Indian
Women's Press Corps It hap
pened within hours of the Chair
person of the National Commis
sion for Women, Dr Poornima
Advani, who had sponsored the
study extolling journalists

'
speak

up and get yourselves heard The
Commission's doors are always
open for redressal "
Whether the sacking of the jour

nalist was coincidental or a delib-
eratemove to put down outspoken
journalists 1s difficult to tell, but as

the report points out that with
unions dead and most journalists
working on contracts of two to
three years, there 1s no court of
appeal for women journalists
Managements are breathing down
their necks
It 1s for the first tme that such a

comprehensive study has been
done on the status of women jour
nalists m the print media by jour
nalists themselves Six of them
fanned across the country to listen
to their sisters in the profession and
to understand their problems
What came out strongly 1s the

tremendous job insecurity among
journalists and more so 1n the case
of women working in regional
newspapers They are employed
like daily wage labour, signing a
muster at the end of the month to

get a pittance of Rs 1,500 to Rs
3,000 as wages Thoseworking on
contract at least have job security
for two or three years but these

journalists have neither an appoint-
ment letter nor any designation So
they are not entitled to any of the
mandatory benefits like maternity
leave, provident fund etc They
work at the mercy of the manage
ment and can be fired without
notice- like the contributor from
the North East If there 1s downsiz
ing, it is invariably the woman who
is the first to be shown the door
The regional language Press, that

has a greater readership than the

English Press, 1s ridden with gen
der based problems that inhibit a
woman's career and even their sur
vival in the profession There is a
different wage structure for those
m English newspapers and those
the regional newspapers of the
same group The English newspa
pers not only give higher salaries

wre,

a

but dole out more perks than the

regional newspapers
The women are the worst hit

because most of them do not
know how to negotiate a contract
and there 1s no one to advise
them In the regional language
Press very few women get an

opportunity to do reporting Most
of them are stuck at the desk or
produce coloured supplements of
newspapers Political reporting
is dented to them
As Mrinal Pande, Editor of Hin

dustan, points ou,t women in the
Hind: media have traditionally
remained desk bound Coming
from smail towns and having stud
ied in Hindi medium colleges, they

NEWSHOUND by RAP

shoot hum?

do not know how to fraternise
with the power pack The media
organisations they work for are
owner (read male) driven, pie
occupied with profit margins and

politically ambitious Most news
paper groups prefer men in key
positions as they can be used to

gather and present news while
pushing for ads and politicat
favours, in a way women cannot
The middle class, small town

communities these girls hail from,
usually pressure them to opt for
arranged marriages after which
therr continuation 1n this high risk,
Jong hours profession become ten
uous Those that survive these
social pressures face another hur
dle when they get pregnant
Womens productive and repro
ductive years being the same, and

many media outfits frowning on

maternity leave and benefits, get
ting marned and having a baby
becomes, 1f not the end of the
road, certainly a guarantee for stag
nation at the desk fermost ofthem. - _ valed that every crgenization in the

In fact a major problem mm most
newspapers ts that there 1s no one
to turn to for redressal Trade
unions are dead in most newspa
pers and since more and more

journalists are pushed into con
tracts, the managements call the
shots Only 25 per cent of the
women journalists contacted dur
ing the survey were members of a
union So frustrated and disap
pointed, a large number ofwomen
are forced to quit the profession

ough 40 per cent of the women

journalists denied sexual harass-
ment, 23 per said they had been
harassed Only 15 per centmade a
formal complamt For variety of

#&

reasons, most ofthem chose not to
do anything about it Sexual
harassment 1s more a problem of
small towns and the regional Press
and it can vary from display of a
pornographic site on the comput
er when the male boss calls in a
woman journalist to discuss some

thing or demal of promotions, a

reporting job etc till the woman
meets the personal demands of her
male senior
What 1s more shockmg is that

though the Supreme CGurt has

country should have a permanent
committee to look into complaints
ofsexual harassment, women jour
nalists said no such committee
existed in their newspapers

+ E

-- Crane
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Hospital deaths: HC
summons Health Secy
TRIBUNE NEws SERVICE

New DELHi, JuLy 20
The Delhi High Court has
asked the Union Health
Secretary to appear before
it tomorrow in connection
with the death of at least
142 children in the paedi-
atric ward of Safdarjung
Hospital here during the
last one month.
The order came from a

Division Bench of Chief
Justice B C Patel and Jus-
tice 3 D Ahmed, which
had earlier taken suo motu
cognisance of newspaper
reports in this regard and
issued notices to the Centre
and Safdarjung Hospital.
The court also asked the

Centre's counsel Siddharth
Mridul to inform the hos-
pital authorities so that.
they are present tomorrow
during the hearing. The
court was surprised to
know from amicus curiae
Sanjiv Khanna that Rs 5.8
crore were returned by the
hospital to the government
"unutilised''.
Investigations into the

children's death in the hos-
pitals have reported that-
nearly 80 per cent of the
kids died.in the first 48.
hours of admission, indi-
cating the victims were
already in a critical state,
official sources said.
A total of 1,175 children

were admitted in June this

the

year out ofwhom 142 died,
114 in the first 48.hours
itself. In June 2003, 116
had died out of the admit.
ted children, they said:
A report on the issue was

submitted to the Health
Ministry on July 8.
Union Health Minister A

Ramadoss earlier said he
had gone through the
report and "there should
not be even a single death
due to neglect of medical
care.'
However, after visiting

hospital, he

specially sanitation, need-
°

ed improvement. Opposi-
tion BJP had also raised the
issue in Parliament. .

had
remarked that conditions,



'Target approach to family
lanning won't work

248.
several state governments

advocating a target-driven
approach to family planning

and the public being wooed with incen-
tives to go in for sterilisations, health
activists fear a return to an Emergency-
like situation. Though the UPA govern-
ment is supportive of the poor and mar-
ginalised sections, some worrying sig-
nals are being sent out in the section on
women and children in the common
mimimum programme.

t mentions that "the UPA government
Fommitted to replicating all over the

country the success that some southern
and other states have had in family plan-
ning.A sharply targeted population con-
trol programmes will be launched in the
150-odd high fertility districts. TheUPA

. government recognises that states that
achieve success in family planning can-
not be penalised."
A population control approach is

against the interests of women. It is not
in sync with the declaration of the inter-
national conference on population and
development, Cairo, to which India is a
signatory, and our own National Popu-
lation Policy (NPP) of 2000. At the
Cairo conference there was a major shift
inothe,swaydwomen were.viewed,;No
longer,were.they;vicwcd as tools through
which population control objectives
could be achieved. Family planning was
seen as much a responsibility ofmen as

Women.
The NPP too supports voluntary and

informed choice and consent and a tar-
get-free approach in administering fam-
ily planning services. In the NPP, qual-
ity health services were mooted as vital
for stabilising population growth. How-
ever, some state population policies are
not in harmony with the NPP. In all
states, female sterilisation predomi- .

nates as the overwhelming contracep-
tive. States have merrily continued ster-
ilisation camps and introduced disin-
centives. Contraceptive targets have
been reintroduced and there is punish-
ment for. those not meeting targets.
Even non-health personnel are being
given targets. The pressure of targets
has led to flouting of quality norms in
sterilisation operations. Hundreds of
women are herded to sterilisation camps
for laparascopy operations. This is
despite the fact that in some states like
UP, a woman dies everyrs 12 minutes in
childbirth. A staggering 40,000 mater-
nal deaths occur in the State.
The most disturbing disincentive is

the disqualification ofpersons from pan-
chayats and local bodies on having more
than two children. The two-child norm

by Usha Rai

is being practised in five states - Mad-
hya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Haryana,
Andhra Pradesh and Orissa and the worst
affected are the women who, thanks to
the Constitutional amendment and 33 per
cent reservation in panchayats and local
elected bodies, are entering the political
arena in large numbers.A study done by
Mrs Nirmala Buch, former Secretary to
the Government of India and President
of theMahila ChetnaManch ofMadhya
Pradesh, shows how the two-child norm
is being misused by the rich and power-
ful to settle personal scores and push out
women struggling for political empow-
erment.
In Andhra Pradesh, a seventh class

female was elected sarpanch in August
2001 in a panchayat that had tradition-
ally been the political stronghold of the
upper caste/class. Even before she was
elected, she had three children and had
undergone sterilisation. But after the
election she was physically attacked,
chilli powder was thrown on her face and

UGTA Al

We need to provide good:
health care facilities.

Contraceptives should be
easily available so that
those who want to limit

their family size can do so

in October her opponents filed a case
against her saying that her third child was
born after May 1995, soon after the
two-child norm came into existence in
the state. The woman had neither the
knowledge nor the money to defend her
case in court. Her husband is a bus con-
ductor. She feels that rich politicians, to
keep control and power in their hands,
are misusing the two-child norm. Can-
didates who are poor like her, she feels,
will not be able to run around the courts
defending their cases. This law does not
favour the poor.
In another case from Andhra Pradesh,

when KB, a dalit sarpanch from 1995 to
2001, found his wife was pregnant and
realised he could be disqualified because
of the third child, he quietly sent his wife
to her parents' home and did not bring
her back formore than two years. When
people enquired about his wife, he told
them she was sick and had gone to her

parents. In the two years that his wife was
away he married again and had a child
who was one and a half years old when
the research was being undertaken.
People seem to have forgotten what

happened in China when it introduced its
one-child policy. Baby girls were ruth-
lessly killed. In India too, with the strong
son preference, female foeticide is on the
increase. This was brought out quite
clearly in the 2001 census that showed
a sharp decline in the female sex ratio in
the 0 to 6 age group.
Political parties and the public at large

do not realise that population growth rate
has slowed down- from 2.14 per cent
per annum in the eighties to 1.93 per cent
in the nineties. Currently, it is less than
1.7 percent. But the "momentum effect
will take time to settle down. It is like
applying brakes when the car is in top
speed. It takes a few seconds before it
comes to a complete halt. What we need
to provide is good health care facilities.
Contraceptives should be easily available
so that those who want to limit their fam-
ily size can do so.
There is no need for disincentives for

promoting family planning. The enact-
ment of a national law for implementa-
tion,of.a, two-child;policy across the
country has emerged as a political agen-
da in the recent mantfestos released by
national parties. Such a political move
will have a negative impact on people,
especially dalits and poor women.
In August this year, a People's Tri-

bunal is to be held in Delhi to highlight
the impact of coercive measures in
family planning in different states
through live testimonies. Individual
testimonials will be collected from
states by grassroots groups who have
documented experiences of violation
of human rights due to coercive prac-
tices adopted in implementing the fam-
ily planning programme. Relatives of
women who have suffered grievous
physical damage or died during or
immediately after sterilisation are like-
ly to make presentations. There could
also be testimonies from individual
providers who have faced punitive
action or been prevented from provid-
ing quality health care services.
There will also be presentations by

acknowledged experts from different
fields on the impact of coercive popula-
tion policies.
The People's Tribunal is being organ-

ised by Healthwatch UP-Bihar, Sahyog,
Lucknow and the Human Rights Law
Network. A distinguished panel will act
as the jury of the tribunal and present
their report at the end of two days.m
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ITH several state governments
advocating a target-driven
approach to family planning

@nd the public being wooed with incen-
ives to go in for sterilisations, health
activists fear a return to an Emergency-
like situation. Though the UPA govern-
ment is supportive of the poor and mar-
ginalised sections, some worrying sig-
nals are being sent out in the section on
-women and children. in the common
mimimum programme.
It mentions that "the UPA government
s committed to replicating all over the
country the success that some southern
and other states have had in family plan-
ning. A sharply targeted population con-
trol programmes will be launched in the
150-odd high fertility districts. TheUPA
government recognises that states that
achieve success in family planning can-
not be penalised."
A population control approach is

against the interests ofwomen. It is not
in sync with the declaration of the inter-
national conference on population and

development, Cairo, to which India is a

signatory, and our own National Popu-
lation.Policy (NPP) of 2000.,..At the
lGaireconference there was a:major shift
in, theoway..women were viewed. No
longer were they viewed as tools through
which population control objectives
could be achieved. Family planning was
.seen as much a responsibility ofmen as
of women,
The NPP too supports voluntary and

informed choice and consent and a tar-
get-free approach in administering farn-
ily planning services. In the NPP, qual-
ity health services were mooted as vital
for stabilising population growth. How-
ever, some state population policies are
not in harmony with the NPP. In all
states, female sterilisation predomi-
nates as the overwhelming contracep-
tive. States have merrily continued ster-
ilisation camps and introduced disin-
centives. Contraceptive targets have
been reintroduced and there is punish-
ment for those not meeting targets.
Even non-health personnel are being
given targets. The pressure of targets
has led to flouting of quality norms in
sterilisation operations. Hundreds of
women are herded to sterilisation camps
for laparascopy operations. This is
despite the fact that in some states like
UP, a woman dies every 12 minutes in
childbirth. A staggering 40,000 mater-
nal deaths occur in the State.
The most disturbing disincentive is

the disqualification ofpersons from pan-
chayats and local bodies on having more
than two children. The two-child norm
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Target approach to family
planning won't work

parents. In the two years that hiswife was
away he married again and had a childby Usha Rai

is being practised in five states - Mad-

hya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Haryana,
Andhra Pradesh and Orissa and the worst
affected are the women who, thanks to
the Constitutional amendment and 33 per
cent reservation in panchayats and local
elected bodies, are entering the political
arena in large numbers.A study done by
Mrs Nirmala Buch, former Secretary to
the Government of India and President
of theMahila ChetnaManch ofMadhya
Pradesh, shows how the two-child norm
is being misused by the rich and power-
ful to settle personal scores and push out
women struggling for political empow-
erment.
In Andhra Pradesh, a seventh class

female was elected sarpanch in August
2001 in a panchayat that had tradition-
ally been the political stronghold of the
upper caste/class. Even before she was
elected, she had three children and had
undergone sterilisation. But after the
election she was physically attacked,
chilli.powderwas thrown on her. face and
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We need to provide good
health care facilities.

Contraceptives should be
~easily available so that
those who want to limit

their family size can do so

in October her opponents filed a case
against her saying that her third child was
born after May 1995, soon after the
two-child norm came into existence in
the state. The woman had neither the
knowledge nor the money to defend her
case in court. Her husband is a bus con-
ductor. She feels that rich politicians, to
keep control and power in their hands,
are misusing the two-child norm. Can-
didates who are poor like her, she feels,
will not be able to run around the courts
defending their cases. This law does not
favour the poor.
In another case from Andhra Pradesh,

when KB, a dalit sarpanch from 1995 to
2001, found his wife was pregnant and
realised he could be disqualified because
of the third child, he quietly sent his wife
to her parents' home and did not bring
her back formore than two years. When
people enquired about his wife, he told
them she was sick and had gone to her

ee

who was one and a half years old when
the research was being undertaken.
People seem to have forgotten what

happened in China when it introduced its
one-child policy. Baby girls were ruth-
lessly killed. In India too, with the strong
son preference, female foeticide is on the
increase. This was brought out quite
clearly in the 2001 census that showed
a sharp decline in the female sex ratioin
the 0 to 6 age group.
Political parties and the public at large

do not realise that population growth rate
has sloweddown from 2.14 per cent
per annum in the eighties to 1.93 per cent
in the nineties. Currently, it is less than
1.7 percent. But the "momentum effect"
will take time to settle down. It is like
applying brakes when the car is in top
speed. It takes a few seconds before it
comes to a complete halt. What we need
to provide is good health care facilities.
Contraceptives should be easily available
so that those who want to limit their fam-
ily size can do so.

1s

There is no need for disincentives for
promoting family planning. The enact-
ment of a-national 1aw for implementa-
tion, of a two-child: policy across the

country has emerged as a political agen-
da in the recent manifestos released by
national parties. Such a political move
will have a negative impact on people,
especia ly, dalits and poor women.
'In August this year, a People's Tri-
punal is to be held in Delhi to highlight
the impact of coercive measures in
family planning in different states
through live testimonies. Individual
testimonials will be collected from
states by grassroots groups who have
documentéd experiences of violation
of human rights due to coercive prac-
tices adopted in implementing the fam-
ily planning programme. Relatives of
women who have suffered grievous
physical damage or died during or
immediately after sterilisation are like-
ly to make presentations. There could
also be testimonies from individual
providers who have faced punitive
action or been prevented from provid- @

ing quality health care services.
There will also be presentations by

acknowledged experts from different
fields on the impact of coercive popula- +

tion
The People's Tribunal is being organ-

ised by Healthwatch UP-Bihar, Sahyog, §
Lucknow and the Human Rights Law
Network. A distinguished panel will act
as the jury of the tribunal and present
their report at the end of two days.m-
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Young wo!
child saviours
by Usha Rai

Y are called shishu rak-
shaks or child saviours of
Orissa, which has the coun-

try's highest infant mortality rate
85 per 1,000 live births. Each

village nominates its three best
"bahus" for ensuring child sur-
vival. (Daughters cannot be nom-
inated for if they marry they leave
the village.)
From the three, just one girl is

finally selected for a year of rigor-
ous training before she is sent back
to her village with three simple
tools of her trade a thermome-
ter, weighing scales and a watch-
that enables her to monitor the
health of the new born.
Drawing from the knowledge

acquired over five-month training,
Manjulatha Sambal lists the value
of her three tools the watch
enables us to keep count of the
newborn's pulse rate, the weighing
scales which are colour coded
enable us to know if the child is
underweight (2500 grams or less)
and, therefore, at greater risk. And
with the thermometerwe check the

baby's body temperature because
hypothermia can prove fatal.
Each shishu rakshak has respon-

sibility for a population of just a
thousand so that she is able to
walk from home to home, keep in
touch with families and monitor
the birth and growth of every
infant.
Though the shishu rakshaks are

selected by the community and all
of them are literate and articulate
women, the parents of the new-
borns are wary ofthis new team of
paramedics. They want to know
what forms they are filling and
resent all the questions being
asked.
Despite some teething problems

there is a great deal of enthusiasm
and the shishu rakshaks are confi-
dent of improving the survival rate
of the newborns in their care. The
fact that the community backs
them improves their status and
confidence level.
The fact that the shishu rakshak

visits the pregnant woman at least
thrice before the birth of the baby

s

and about 0 times at the neo-natal
stage of the child's life adds to the
bonding.
Dr Saraswati Swain, Secretary-

General of the National Institute of
Applied Human Research and
Development, that is oversecing
the project, says 64 per cent of the
5,000 million neo-natal deaths in
the world occur in the first wecks
of a child's life.
In India it ts 47/1,000 live births,

which is two-third of the infant
deaths. A major fraction of the
post nco-natal deaths occur in the
second month. So from birth to 60
days a child is catremely vulnera-
bie and needs Cure.
Fifty per cent of the newborn

deaths are due to infections mani-
festing as senticemia and pneumo-
nia and diarrhoea Birth asphyxia
and injuries and pre-maturity at
birth are the other major causes of
neo-natal deaths. Problems get
aggravated because of poverty,
illiteracy, low socio-economic sta-
tus and poor maternal health status.
Dr Swain says the Gadchiroli

model of Maharashtra where
home-based newborn care, includ-
ing treatment of sepsis by village-

;

The first few weeks of a child's life are crucial
level workers, has brought down
neo-natal deaths by 50 per cent and
IMR to 25, has spurred the Govern-
ment of India to start similar inter-
ventions to reduce infant mortali-

ty rate in some six districts of the
country -Cuttack in Orissa, Patna
in Bihar, Yeotmal in Maharashtra,
Rajsamand in Rajasthan and Bara-
banki in Uttar Pradesh.


