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FOREWORD

After reading the booklet, "NARAIKADU", a reader sug-
gested tome that I shouldwrite something like this about theVA-
NACHARBU. I thought it was an excellent idea, but felt that
I was not competent to write it. sometime later I decided that if I
waited for such a person to comealong itwould never be written.
Another reason forme to write this was that lam the only person inI

the family who knows the Vanacharbu well. Ihad lived here from
the beginning and had experiences both the Vanacharbu

upbringing and responsibility as an Annachie for ten sets of boys
during my years as Junior and Senior Annachie and as head of
Vanacharbu. In addition to this, on the home side I held direct

responsibility for education and games.

This is the story of the Vanacharbu written so that anyone
who wants to know about the men's side of the family and what it
was like could read it, as I hope many would like to. When I first
wrote this therewas no thought ofprinting it. But when people read

the first draft, they thought it would be good to have it printed.
Help was given by several people, especially Dr.Kiruba Sittie and

David Cook Foundation, who went through it and made some

valuable suggestions.

Most of those who will be reading this story are now

scattered throughout India and overseas. For them, this will bring
memories of their childhood, their home and school life, and what

our father has done for us through this Family. The Father of our

childhood is still our Father, and living forHimwill give joy to Him

and Ammai and brothers and sisters who served the Family, espe-

cially Vanacharbu.

D.A.Devapiriam

June 1987
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GLOSSARY
AMMAI : Mother

ACCAL : Elder Sister

ANNACHIE : Elder Brother

A.V. : Ananda Vanam. A place 23 Km from Dohnavur

Fellowship for boys in training.
BALA SANTHOSHA :Namcoftheswimmingpool, meaning "Young-

ster's Joy"
BANDY : A wooden spoked iron rimmed two wheeled

wooden cart pulled by two bullocks. A smaller
sized cart is manhandled.

FAREX : Tinned babies milk food. The container
has a bonny baby on it.

H.of P. : House of Prayer

KANJI : Gruel of porridge

KAVAL : Watch ie., of gardens, fields, etc.

MARGOSA : Neem.Its seeds are collected every year by the

in

family members and sold. From it medicinal
oil is extracted and neem soap and other

products are made from the oil.

PANDAL : Shade made with coconut palm Icaves in the

open space.

PSS. : Parama Suha Salai. Dohnavur Fellowship
Hospital.

SITTIE : Mother's sister. Western women missionarics
are called 'Sitties'.
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I

VANACHARBU - WOODLAND
SET UP:

Coming8 north from the House of prayer we reach the Moongate
which was built into the old compound wall built by Ammai. Passing
through it, we enter Vanacharbu (Woodland). From its name one can

deduce why itis called bythatname.Whenitwasbought,thereweremore
trees, mostly Vahai, than onany nearby lands. In the passage of timemany
died and were cut down. Butmany new trees of different varictics were

planted, mostly by those in Vanacharbu during thcir stay there. Boys
aged seven and up needed a place to live. Vanacharbu was felt to be the

right one. It was bought in 1927.

Going through the Moongate we sce two buildings to the left.

They are the east-west rectangular buildings with only wire netting for

their walls. They are the Vanacharbu weaving sheds with about ten hand-

looms. Turning right there isa long building built into the compound wall,
the western half being a part of the sewing room, and the eastern half the

general store for Vanacharbu and south of it is the main Vanacharbu,

sewing room, named Siranthamanai. Going north and turning castward

we sce a structure facing west, shaped like the capital E without the

middle line. This is the Sunthira Sthalam. Behind it, is the Vanacharbu

dining hall. And just behind the old compound wall the Vanacharbu

kitchen is attached.

Coming back to Sunthira and looking west we sce the seventy

five fect Upparihai - the clock tower. There the Vanacharbu ends and

Jeevananda begins. Coming back to the road and going north we sce

another moongate flanked by two long buildings. A few meters further

anothermoongate is flanked by two pillared halls. These are Vanacharbu

5
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school rooms. Again going further north a few metres. there is on the Universi tics,

eastern side a north-south rectangular building facing west, with another pecially
to

structure at its southwest side, facingnorth.ThisistheKathirava Sthalam, and the who

Standing in front of the Sthalam and looking west we see the and we!e the

Vanacharbu well, which is adjacent to the Vanacharbu lane. This is the even Sketche

only lane left and kept as a momento of the old time. It separates the
Vanacharbu from the Tharisana Sthalam, where some of the married
members of the Family live.

Returning to the main road and going north a few metres we
come to a dead end. On our right side is the Aruna Sthalam, built like an
E without the middle line. The central part faces south and the wings face
each other. On the left is Athava Salai, a garage changed into living
quarters. Southwestofit is the Athava Kirahana which is five rooms long.

Going to Athava and turning south we walk ten metres or so to
the Pattarai (Carpenter workshop). It has a Binding Room on thewest and
a tiled floor east of the work hall for the Vanacharbu hair cutting.

North ofPattaraiand attached toitis the Kerosine tanker shed for
the Vanacharbu lanterns. These were filled cach Saturday. South of the
Pattariand as fewmetres fromitis the Maniarai (Watch room) scaled with
large wire netted glass paned windows. Only a road separates it from the
Vanaciiarbu well.

Coming back by that road to Kathirava and walking northeast of
it Wwwe come to Usha Sthala. It is different from other buildings. Ithas a large
stone piliared hall with four small houses at attached to it - two on its

wings and twobchind. It faces south with a big ¢open1 space at the front with
two full-sized volleyball grounds. Just cast of itdivided by a wire fence,
is the Arunothia. It is built on the same pattern as Usha, but with brick
arches instead of stone pillers.

All Sthalas have the same facilities such as d rying sheds, pumps
and flush-out in the same pattern of Sunthira. the whole Vanacharbu
is about 300 metres long and 300 metres wide, but not in geometrical
squares.

es
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Once I took an undergraduate, studying arts in one of the British
Universities, round the compound. When we came to Vanacharbu and

especially to the schools he exclaimed, "How beautiful are the buildings
and thewhole setup". He wanted to knowwho planned all thebuildings
and were they professional. He said the same about the whole setup and
even sketched the Moongate and its background.
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BALASTHALA TO VISTARA.

(many Englis

SW immin&

swings, slide

1. BALA STHALA : 79) bright,

When a baby is brought to the Family he (or she) is taken to the
Bala Sthala, unless ill or very delicate in which case he is kept in Parama
Suha Salai, our hospital. In the Sthala he is given to one of the Accals, who
may have several other babies to mother. These Accals have dedicated
their lives to the family and the children. On the 6th of the followingmonth
he is brought to the Housv of Prayer at the "Praise Mccting" and is
dedicated to God, our Father.

enterprising
not. There is

inthe saying

Most babieswhen brought here are not "FAREX" looking babics
butweak and frail and sometimes very ill. Oncea baby girl was brought
to the House ofPrayer for dedication. Shewas so frail I thought she would
not survive for long. When I imparted my thoughts to my wife, who
knew about thesematters, she said, "Don't fear, shewill notonly survive,
but thrive," and gaveafew examples.Outwardlyy I accepted her statement,
but I was not convinced and had strong reservations as to the baby's
survival. About a year later my wife pointed to a "FAREX" looking
plump baby and said "This is the one I told you abouta year back". Even
with all the care the babies receive from doctors, nurses and Accals some
die. We feel itis the best for them that Our Lord and Father has taken them
to himself.

2.VISTARA:
When the boys are between the ages of one and two they leave

for Vistara (expanse). It was built for boys coming from Bala Sthala and
leaving Vistara for Vanacharbu at the age of seven or eight. As the name
implies itisa spacious place with plenty of open space and buildings with
large rooms. They are with Accals, each responsible for five to eight of
them, living in separate rooms. Accals have younger sisters to help them.
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A Sittie and a Senior Accal are the heads of Vistara. Here they are taught
Scripture stories about our Lord Jesus, songs in both Tamil and English
(many English ones written by Ammai), housework, how to help others,
swimming in Bala Santhosha and many other useful things. They have
swings, slides, and trees for climbing. Some are bright and some are not
so bright, some are very intelligent and a few are dull; most are

enterprising but a few are not; somc have strong character and some are
not. There is every kind of boy. (But from hindsight we see some truth
in the saying "Bright at five and dull atthirty and not bright at five but
bright at thirty and afterwards.") Usually they are the same when they
grow up as they were when they were young, although it is not casy to

predict a boy's future from his childhood.

The boys are taught to be self-reliant from childhood. Up to the

ageof six they are, for all purposes, underwomen. At the age of six they are
sent to Vanacharbu school to study in class 2. From the age of seven or

eightmen have the responsibility of raising them. Even after they leave the

family and gooutintotheworld and getmarried and have children of their
own, many still have happy memories of their childhood in Vistara and
love their Accals. Before Vistara was built, the boys went to Square and
then to Love, joy and peace and Zoo (nowpolygon) and hand workroom
before going to Vanacharbu.

3. MOVE TO VANACHARBU :

The move from Vistara is a big one for the boys at age seven or

eight. It isnot only a change of place, but a change from care wholly by
women to care given almost by men. In the first ten years 1927-1938 the

heads of the Sunthira Sthala were women - Arulai Accal and Premalu

Sitties with two or three Sitties living there. During 1958-1972 first, one

married couple, Mr & Mrs Burns, then, another, Mr & Mrs Trehane (all

missionaries) were the heads of the Sthala. But Rajappan Annachie was

the real working leader of the Sthala formany years. From 1938 to 1958,

and a few years after 1972, it was run by men.

The usual time of the change over is just before the beginning of
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the academic year. The boys know the move is coming. Their

possessions, a New Testament, Perinba Geetham, Christmas and

Coming day presents etc., are few. They are put into onc
of their Christmas

bags. On the afternoon of themove, all gather to havea good-byemeeting.

After prayer and last advice from Accals, theymove to the eastern "Green

Gate." Here the separation comes. The class, with a senior Accal or Sittie

leavesVistarawhile the Accals stand and watch them go. Theywalk by the

Jeevananda path to Sunthira. The whole Sunthira, awaiting their coming,
welcome them joyously. The welcome is sealed with thanksgiving and

prayer. The senior who came with them then returns to Vistara.

Though the change is a big one for the boys, not everything is

new to them. The Annachies who had taught them last year and the sects

they had known in Vistara and in schoolare there. The Sunthiramakes the

newcomers feel at home.

Their Annachie takes them to their rooms, tell them all about

Sunthira; and the Sunthira boys want to know the latest news of Vistara.

When they come to Vanacharbu an Annachic is assigned toa a set

of five to eight boys and is expected to be their Annachie until they take

a job. But often for various reasons they have two or three Annachies
before they become independent.

Some of the newcomers are sad , a few are in tears, some do not
show their feelings outwardly and a few seem really to enjoy the change!
Sometimes, after a few days, a few boys from each group exchange their
emotional roles! But ina few weeks time they settle down to the ways of
Sunthira.
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Ill
SUNTHIRA STHALA AND UPWARD

1. SUNTHIRA SETUP:

The Sunthira Sthalam as was stated before is built in the shape
of the letter E without the middle line. The block facing west is a long
north-south hall, divided into five rooms by wooden structures, which

were later removed, making itinto one long GothicHall. Each room is for

five to eight boys. On cither side of the hall isa room for Senior Annachiecs.

Each of the two walls of the hall have each four Gothic arched doorways
and five Gothic windows without shutters. The hall has two verandahs,

one atthe front and the other at the back. The boys sleep on the verandahs

and inthe hall. To keep out the sun the verandahs have folding screen that

can be put onto the roof when not in use.

On both wings of this Gothic hall are two structures that face

each other. Each is built into two houses for two to live,making a total of

four houses. Later when themarried couples (both couples did not have

children) came they lived in the northern building. Of the two sou thern

rooms thewesternmost is used asa dispensary. The other has an organ and

is used for singing class and for Vanacharbu choir. The easternmost room

of this house is Rajappan Annachie's room.

There is plenty of space behind the building where there are

pumps. Here flowers and fruit trees are grown. The drying shed for boys

is there, with wooden poles hanging in rows, one for each boy's own use.

Behind itis the latrine. A wall divides the two. First we had pits dug and

then bricked pits and finally flush outs. A stonebuiltwater channel drains

water from the school areaand divides the drying shed from themain part

of the Sthala. In front of themain Buildings there is enough space for the

boys to play and a few trees to beautify the arca.

11
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2. SUNTHIRA - ROUTINE : them The tin

At 6.00 a.m. a whistle is blown by the leader and the whole
Sunthira get up, fold their night clothes and pray in their own place.
(Seniors get up at 5.00 a.m. or earlier to have their quiet time etc). Then
each group standsin a row near thebackyard, clean their tecth and bathe,
using cold water from their two buckets. After putting on their work
shorts, they come together as a group to have prayers, Ied by their
Annachie or one of the boys. Then to their house work.

If i t

follows

8.00 1.

12:00 -

1:00 - 2

The Sthala Annachie (leader) apportions to each set (usually four
or five scts) what they should do, the senior set having more work than
the juniors. Each Annachic in his turn divides the work into the number of
boys he has, and cach boy is responsible for doing his ownwork. The boys
are encouraged to help one another but the responsibility of the work is
the boy's and not anyone else's. Each week work is changcd in rotation,
giving everyone a different type and amount of work to do. By this they
are taught to be self-reliant and to do what has tobe done well and in time
whether they like itor not. Very few dislikework, but they gradually get
accustomed toit. This training goes on withoutconscious thought until the

4:00-5

5

:.30

:.30 7

7.0

:.30 -8

The
boys get jobs. It gives great dividends in later lifewhen they go outinto the Annachie anc
world withoutmuch help from the family, and also to those who serve the
family here.

Annachie ma
After theDail

At 6.50 a.m. boys have daily inspection of four or five sets of 40
ormore boys. He (orshe) sees if they are dressed nea tly andare tidy. Their
rooms, drying shed and toilets are also 1inspected. Annachies and boys
take pride ina clean person and well-kept things and a well-ordered life.

and explanati
they have pre
Sleep

If it
At 7.00 a.m. the half-an hour Bible reading or devotion begins

for the seniors and juniors Each in the senior group has his own Bible or

9:30 a.m In
Tubbish Pitsa

New Testament toread Then they gather together with the leader, who break from «

is usually the head of the Sthala or a senior Annachie, and discuss what are free aftert
they have just read and how itapplies to their daily life. They close the
time with individual or combined prayer. The junior group also has a

SeniorS flush
CaScrly look
NOon, f tin
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capable person, a senior, who reads and explains spiritual matters to
them. The time is enlivened by songs chosen by the boys.

If itisa school term the time table after the Bible reading is as
follows :

8:00 - 12:00 - Morning session (with breakfast 7:30-8:00)

12:00 - 12:50 - Lunch and play

1:00 - 2:00 - Nap

2:00 - 4:00 - Afternoon session

4:00 - 5:00 - House work

5:00 - 5:30 - Free time

5:30 - 6:20 - Games

6:30 - 7:00 - Dinner

7:00 - 7:30 - Free time

7:30 - 8:00 - Evening prayer

The evening prayer is the small family get together time. The

Annachie and the boys sit ina circle. They share news of the day, or the

Annachie may tell them stories or interesting happenings in the world.

After theDaily Light has been read by the Annachic (orby one of theboys)
and explanation givenwhere necessary and advice imparted when needed,

they have prayers. And then to bed, each in his own appointed place to

sleep.

If itisa holiday, the routine is somewhat different. From 8:00 -

9:30 a.m. in the morning, the boys do outdoor work. All Vanacharbu

rubbish pits are cleared and thedry leaves taken to the gardens. They have

a break from 9:30 to 10:00 a.m. when they have themid-morning kanji and

are free after that, except for the senior classeswho do the dining hall. The

seniors flush the whole floor and wipe it with cloths. Then comes the

eagerly looked-for event. Swimming; Then lunch at 11:30 a.m. or 12:00

noon, free time till 1:00 p.m., rest from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. and up at 3:30 p.m.

13
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clash. Some
to bathe, do housework for one hour and then free again till 5:30 p.m. After
5:30 p.m. the same routine is followed as in the term, unless there is some

special event to break the routine.

rarcly do
tk

defeating.

through the

3.SUNDAY TIME TABLE: ending, t

After breakfast the boys take Sunday bath with scented soap.
From 8:00 to 8:30 a.m. they go for a walk or to see senior Sitties and senior
Accals and their own Accals Coming day rooms. To the first half of the
Suba Sethi Salai at 9:00 a.m. Tamil service at 10:40 a.m. Going for walks at
games time. Dinner at 6:30 p.m. singing at 7:00 p.m. in the House of
Prayer. Family special days each have their own time table.

to come intc

in Kathiravé

themselves

growth int
Vanam was

4. KATHIRAVA - ARUNOTHIA -USHA - ARUNA -ATHAVA :

Vanacharbu is divided into juniors and seniors. Sunthira is
considered juniors, and Kathirava upwards, asa whole called Suria, are
seniors. When, at the age of twelve or thirteen they move from Sunthira
to Kathirava Sthala, they become the most junior of the seniors. Except
for minor changes, like getting up earlier, working longer hours, and so
on, Kathirava hasmore or less the same set up and time table as Sunthira.
But the big difference is this: the boys begin to assert themselves more,
each in his own way. Individually, in class, and in the Sthala, they have
more responsibilities. And with it more freedom, though to outward ap-
pearance it is not so evident, as they have to do what is given to them to
do and cannot shirk their work and responsibility in the name of
freedom. This way they learn, unconsciously, to live with others and
atthe same time be responsible for their actions. Each boy is expected
to do housework, fieldwork, study, and play gameswithin the group with
less supervision, but they are still personally responsible to the seniors.
The setup is such that few consciously considered these things. As
everyone is an individual with his own individual makeup, each one's
reaction is different. Some are happier by themselves but want to be part
of the group without having responsibility for the group. A few are sclf-
sufficient, but happy to be part of the group and don't shirk
responsibilities. Everyone wants freedom as he sces it. All do not sce
freedom in the same light. Their views may be in opposition or even
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clash. Some want others to serve their interests, likes and dislikes, and
rarcly do their part for others, class and family. This attitude is sclf-
defeating. They are frustrated and some become bitter. Nearly all pass
through these phases in their lives sooner or later. But for a few itis never
ending, it seems. At the Kathirava stage, all these characteristics begin
to come into prominence.

Before Ananda Vanam came into being in 1964, the boys stayed
in Kathirava from three to four years. At this stage they think outmore for
themselves (not necessarily rightly) and are more independent. Their

growth in these things varies, for everyone is different. When Ananda
Vanam was opened, and Arunothiya and Usha closed, their stay in
Kathirava was up to post S.S.L.C., when they did their one year service
to the family. During this year of service, their fitness and ability were
assessed, and suitable training or higher education decided upon, and

places found. From 1971 -78 the boys left Kathirava after doing SSLC, and
from 1979 - 81 after doing 8th standard. The last set left in 1981 after 7th
standard only.

Before Ananda Vanam wasopencd theboysmoved to Arunothia
where they finished their SSLC and one year service for the family in

Dohnavur Fellowship and then wenton for further study or service.

By the time theymoved to Usha orwhile in Usha they would be in training,
orworking in Dohnavur Fellowship, in one of the departments, orwould
bemoving into the world to make their own living. In both these Sthalas,
housework and ficldwork go on if they are still in training. They doa
man's fieldwork, even though still in their late teens. They are now at a

time in their lives when they want to work and torun their own lives, but

are not fully able to do so. It is not an easy period in life for themselves

or their Annachies (or parents).

From Usha theymove to Aruna. theirwork inDohnavur Fellow-

shipis on the home side with boys, teaching, Parama Suha Salai, sewing

room, weaving, workshop, agriculture, farm and office. Senior unmar-

tied Annachies live in Athava. Most of them have responsible positions.

Each Sthala or two or three Sthalas combined had a senior
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Annachie. If an Indian, he usually had a set also; if missionary, none. In
1976, Aruna and Athava moved to Bethel.

sitting Dit

when cO

5. DINING HALL AND KITCHEN: had their

Food for 100-200people in theVanacharbuwas prepared by the
Vanacharbu kitchen. For many years the kitchen was attached to the

dining hall. The chief cook was an elderly convert, helped by Vanacharbu
14 -15 year olds. Later, the kitchen was shifted to the south behind the

compound wall and attached to it. It was connected to the dining hall by
a walled passage with two doors. One on each end, with two raised
platforms at its sides, lengthwise, in the enclosed space between the two
doors. Food was put there tobe taken by theVancharbu to the dining hall.
The kitchen was run by a senior convert with the help of junior converts
and our sisters. Annammal Accal was the chief cook in charge from 1942
-1976. She retired when the seniors left for Bethel. She was ina a class by
herself. She always wanted to do the best for the men and boys. Va-
nacharbu kitchen was considered the best (at least one of the best) in

panthi' (uf
below thev

theirbreakf

less it rat

inthehall. ¢

were invite:

had three si

Dohnavur Fellowship. Her cooking was the standard by which others
were measured.

For meals Vanacharbu was divided into seniors and juniors)which is different from general division. Seniors were the ones serving the
family in Dohnavur Fellowship and were of age 20 or older. For breakfast
they had iddli or dosai as their dailymenu, except onMondays when they
had kanji oruppuma, and idiappam and appam about once amonth. This
was generalway of things, and notnecessarily rigid routine. At5.00 p.m.seniors had tea with banana and other eatables. Juniors had coid rice or
hot kanji for breakfast. Lunch and dinner was the same for both, but
seniors had extra dishes. On special days both had special breakfast. Onceamonth, different sweetmeat wasmade for all. Ammai's birthday feast
was held east of the Upparihai. Each kitchen prepared food for their own
Sthala.

When we were many, juniors had 3 sittings at breakfast
between 6:30 and 7:45 a.m. Senior of the junior batch had first sitting.Lunch began at 11:30 a.m. and ended at 12:45p.m. Juniors batch had first
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sitting. Dinner began at 6:30 p-m. and ended at 7:30 p-m. Seniors come
when convenient, but had to leave before the last batch finished. Seniors
had theirmeals in the eastern part of the hall. Though itis called 'Mel
Panthi' (upper sitting) their part of the sittingwas twelve to nine inches
below thewestern partof thehall. Each senior served himself.Juniors had
theirbreakfastand dinner in theOpen space under the sky, westof the hall,
unless it rained, when they had meals inside the hall. Lunch was always
in the hall. On special days, ie., leaders coming day,weddings, etc.,allmen
were invited for lunch, and special food was served. Even on that day we
had three sittings, Juniors, Intermediates, and Seniors. Lunch was served
onsilkybanana leaves. Itwasa happy get-together, and a greatday for the
Vanacharbu men. It is now completely forgotten! Discipline was strict;
hearts were light.

Juniors food was served by a senior Annachie, who was some-
times helped by a junior Annachie. Each class and each person had his
own place tosit. (All saton the floor). All used bell metalbowls and plates
and brass tumblers. Except on feastdays when banana leaveswere used.

They were polished daily with ash and earth. On Saturdays, they were
taken home and polished with tamarind or soap nut which gave them
extra brightness. The dining& hall had cement shelvesbuilt round thewalls,
18" high from the floor. Each boy had his own place to put his bowl etc.,
in a set pattern -plate behind, bowl middle, and tumbler front. The first

thing that strikes the eyes of anewcomer is thebowls, plates, and tumblers
allina row, shiningbrightly.Many have commented on this with surprise,
pleasure, and admiration.

Two or three of each batch, in rotation, wiped the floor clean
after the meals for the next batch. The last one, the seniors of juniors,
cleaned the food vessels. After scrubbing them they are shown to the

senior who checks to see that they are clean and bright. They are then

wiped with a clean cloth and put in the connecting passage room. Sisters

put the food in the passage room, and the first batch take them out to the

dining hall or to the front steps of the hall as needed. The last batch, then

put them back into the passage room, to be taken by sisters afterwards.
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The number of students diminished until we had two batches,
and finally one. When the seniors left for Bethel in 1975, juniors
(Kathirava) had their meals in their own Sthala. Servant women carricd
food from the kitchen to Kathirava. The last nine boys Ieft Ananda Vanam
in May, 1981.

The dinner bell, a 10" and 1/4" thick, was hung outside the

dining hall. When rung with an iron rod, all except for seniors, came

running from Arunothia, Usha, Kathirava and Sunthira, cach at the

appointed time. Even when told to slow down, it was only for a few days
that they adhered to the advice! It was fun!

The Vanacharbu were and still are grateful to our sisters who
really served their brothers well. Looking back, we appreciate their
Service more. The food was good. The well-to-do gucsts thought so, too,
even when they were served the daily ordinary food. Old boys speak of
Annammal Accal and the sisters' cooking in glowing terms to their wives.
It may be that not only food was good, but food always taste better when
young than in later life!
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IV
EDUCATION

1. DOHNAVUR AND OUTSIDE:

In the carly days of the family cultivating character, honesty,
hard work, service to others, and knowledge were more important than

the objective. A fixed time for developing cach one of them was set apart.

getting certificates. Loving God and becomingHis children was the object
of the upbringing. Educating the whole person-spirit,mind and body was

Even though this development tried to be practical, by no means was it

wholly successful.

Education begins from one's birth, but formal cducation from

the age of one and a half in Suhananda. At the age of three boys move to

Jeevananda (dedicated in 1936) to join first the kindergarten section, and

then at the age of five to the class I section. For class three, boys went to

Vanacharbu (boys school) and girls to Jeevalia (girls school). These steps

were regularized in 1936. Before that schooling was experimental. From

1948, the boys went to outside government - recognized schools and girls
from 1950.

In the beginning, English was given much importance, since it

was thought to be the door or window to wider knowledge, and was the

teaching medium. The 3 'R'sand history (mostly European), geography,

and nature were taught. At that time thiswas considered a very good edu-

cation, since literacy and knowledge of English was very low. Anyone able

to read and write in any one language was considered a literate person.

By this the D.F. is 100% literate from the beginning (In India in 1931 the

literacy among men was 15.6%, women 2.9%. In 1941 men 24.9%, women

7.3%.1n 1951 men 25%, women 7.9%). Though the schooling was not

recognised by the government, itwashelpful
for getting jobs during that

period. In the late thirties, all government recognised subjects and

textbooks were gradually introduced and Tamil became the teaching

1
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m

medium. During all this time, Bible study took a major and prominent
place.

going
to ott

To get a job other than manual labour government-recognised school. In]

certificateswerebecoming anccessity. Thereforeboyswere sent to outside Walker sch

schools in 1948. From what has been previously stated, one can sec how
the educational policy in the family had been gradually changing and
finally, except for government recognition, we followed the government
syllabusand standardsin our schools. Because of this, goingan outside
school, though a big step, was nota break from the past. Ammai was not
against it and was even forit. She wanted things so safeguarded and
arranged that character traits such as honesty and so forth should not
suffer but be strengthened.

High s¢hoo

thereinstea

studying Uf

no change ¢

morning an

students ha

from this sc

A:
The teachers who taught in the Vanacharbu school were of

good quality. Of them, who taught at various times, were thirtcen
oversees missionaries, most of them Cambridge graduates. The classes
were small, about 10 to 15 students. The school had classes from 3rd
standard to school final. But the school was not a government recognisedschool. So we had to send our boys to government recognized schools to
finish their S.S.L.C. As the recognized schools took only studentswho had

form (8th st

finished 7 th standard into 8th standard,we only had classes up to7th once
we began sending them to outside schools.

In the 50s and 60swe sometimes had between 130 to 150 students
studying from class I to post S.S.L.C. and training at one time. As dayscholars our boys went to Walker Middle School (later Walker HigherSecondary School), Valliyur, Tirukurungudi and Kalakadu. We were alsoable to send ourboys to eleven boarding Higher Secondary Schools, sevenColleges - Arts, Engineering, Medical - and twentyone institutes for
technical, nursing, laboratory, pharmacy, and other courses.

For boarding schools we had CS.I. schools (in Idaiyangudi,Ittamozhi, Nallur, Mudalur, Tuticorin, Surandai, Sathankulam, Megnan-apuram and the Lutheren one in Vadakankulam). In some years we had
boys in all these schools at the same time, three or four boys to a school.

20

as day sch
walked and

School we

to Thirukun
both ways.

TI
their 3rd Fc
Standard) a
School in 19

Twenty we

Stayed in th
san Annac}

tlamozhi,

Annachie)

DevaPirian
Ones for bo
with Nesar

8roup.One
et Was bo
Year 1952

Sta:



Except for one, all our boys went to walker High School before

going to other schools. When our boys went there in 1948, it was a middle
school. In 1981 it becameWalker Higher Secondary School. After a year in
Walker school, they went to boarding schools. When Walker became a

High school boys who were physically not fit or troublesome continued

there instead of going on toboarding school. Finallywe had otherboys also

studying up to S.S.L.C. It wasa day school and thosewho studied here had

no change on the home routine, which included an hour of study in the

morning and one and a half hours in the evening after dinner. The S.S.L.C.
students had extra time in the evening if they needed it. Until 1972, noone

from this school failed their $.S.L.C. examination.

As it was only a middle school when the first batch joined 3rd

form (8th standard) they were sent to Valliyur toa Lutheran High School

as day scholars to do their 4th Form (9th standard). Sometimes they
walked and sometimes they went by bus. Until Walker became a High
School we sent the boys whom we felt would not fit into a boarding school

to Thirukurungudi and Kalakkadu Board High Schoois, where they walked

both ways.

at

The first group that went to theWalker school in 1948 -49 to do

their 3rd Form (8th standard) and to Valliyoor to do their 4th Form (9th

standard) and the next group that did their 3rd Form in Walker Middle

School in 1949-1950 were the first to go to Idaiyangudi as boarders in 1950.

Twenty were in the group. Devapiriam Annachie went with them and

stayed in the Boardingmaster's room for a year. The year before, Devane-

san Annachie and Devapiriam Annachie went to see Idaiyangudi and

Ittamozhi, the schools recommended to us by Rev. Bardos (Devathondan

Annachie), and selected Idaiyangudi. A few years later Nura Sittie and

Devapiriam Annachie and a sister went to several schools to select good

ones for boys and girls. Next year 1951-52, another group
was sent there

with Nesan Annachie. They rented a house and used it as a hostel for that

group. One of our boys who had left school did the cooking. The previous

set was boarding there. Next year this group joined the boarders for the

year 1952-53. Another group went to Vadakankulam with Rahava An-

nachie, stayed ina rented house,and began boarding next year. In 1953-55
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two groupswent toa Sawyerpuram. Like the two previous ones, they lived
in a rented house. Turantaran Annachie was in charge of them for these
two years. Sawyerpuram hostel had all the home facilities which the
previous two did not have. From 1955, all went direct up to boarding
school without Annachies living with them. But they had old Fellowship
boarders to help them.

As time went on these students went direct to the new schools
without older boarders. However they had head masters or principals
who knew ourboy well. Their first head master in Idaiyangudi was Rev.
Swaminathan. Three of the B.Eds (Bachclorsof education), later all of them
head masters, were Messers J.S. Alagiah, J.E.P. Sitther and Paul David, all
fine and practical Christians. The three B.Edsand I madea group. The head
master was a fineman, strict disciplinarian, but just and loving. Our boyswere his personal responsibility. Later all the head masters to whom our
group went took the same line, taking responsibility for all the boys on
themselves. They had exceptional love and care for them, even thoughsome misbehaved badly. It all began with Rev.Swaminathan.

Each group differed in ability and behaviour, and cach boy wasdifferent. Some were bright, some dull, some took life in their stride, some
weredisgruntled, some looked at the bright sideof life. Some did not. Theywere just like other boys in other schools, but with a difference. Though
they occasionally quarrelled with one another, witha few exceptions, theystood solidly together against others and were also loyal to their head
masters and their schools. Also, their knowledge of the Bible was much
better than others.
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V
GENERAL

1. PERIOD 1950 - 1984

In the 50's and 60's, discipline was strict, work hard, games
tough, spirit adventurous, independence and enthusiasm high. It was
also a time of opportunities in many spheres; mostly in education and
in jobs. Each boy had a different reaction to Vanacharbu. Some found it
hard. Some were rebellious at times. To many it was just like any other
home. The reasons were thatsome were weaklings and others had strong
character orwere too individualistic etc. Atleast the strong see the reasons
for what is happening, but weaklings rarely sce the reasons and they are
themost difficult. Generally, our boys have done well after they have left
the Dohnavur family. Some of these who had only $.S.L.C and training
have goncon to degree and post graduate courses. Thosewho had degrees
now have M.D and doctorates. Many are well off in the world and some

are in responsible positions. Many now look back to their home in

Dohnavur family with gratefulness and pride and say it was the training

they had here that made them what they are, and that it was their

happiest time in their lives,though to some it did not look thatway at that
time.

2. POST S.S.L.C. :

After writing the $.S.L.C. one has to serve the family for a year
before going fora further course or job. Training and jobs have never been

very easy to get and this year gave time to assess each boy and find a

Suitable training or job. The help given to the family was appreciated and

the boys learnt the self-discipline required to do steady work. In the 60s

twoor three days a week Thyahan Annachie had English classes in the

afternoons for the boys, and in his absence Devapiriam Annachie taught,

which was worthwhile for those who attended the class. The classim-

proved their English in many aspects. On the days they didn't have
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Vi
GAMES AND SPORTS

1. ORGANISATION AND FIELD GAMES:
South of Parama Suha Salai was a wide expanse of land. Its area

was from Suba Saythi Salai in the east to the bus stand hotel in the west,
and from north road which divides Parama Suha Salai from the field to the

main road in the south. Atonc timcit was the playing ficld for 120 to 150

people of the age of 7-60 and above every evening except Sundays. There
were two 100 x 50 yards ficids, four small football and hockey grounds,
four standard volleyball grounds plus two other smallcr ones. Though the

games in the evening were only 60 - 70 minutes duration, in the lives of

Vanacharbu it loomed larger than the 60 odd minutes or so.

In the early days, though we had ou tdoor games, there were not

many organized, competitive games. But the germ was there already.
The need for organised games was felt by the European Annachies who

at that time were all keen sportsmen, most of them Cambridge graduates!

On July 31, 1935, all the Vanacharbu, except Sunthira, gathered
in Tholan Annachic's house in Tharisana. Hewas just recovering from an

attack of polio, which had semi-paralised his one arm and one leg

permanently. But such was his will power and enthusiasm that it never

1

hindered his playing games to the full. It only pushed him to greater

activity. Devasamathanam Annachic and Tholan Annachie explained all

about the "House system". There were to be three Houses; namely,

Walker and Ragland, twomissionaries who influenced Ammai greatly,

and Hemingway,a collector who stood loyally and helped Ammai in

her difficulties. The first house members were from Alpha to Zctas, each

house having 15 members.

The colours for each house were as follows: Orange shirt and

Olive green veshtie to be the colour of Hemingway; sky-blue shirt and

+
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dark brown veshtie, Walker; and light green shirt and dark green veshtic,
Ragland. Then there was called "green shirt", (usually olive green.)
Sunthira played games wearing shorts and without shirts. When they
went to Kathirava at the age of 12 or 13 they joined theHouse. Anyone who
played hard and put hismind to it could get his green shirt. Half colours
have the house colours stitched to the green shirts. To get a half colour,
one has to show some skill at least in one of the games. To some, skill
comes naturally, and toothers by diligent and hard practice. Full colours
were awarded to those who had a great deal of skill, enthusiasm, and de-
termination to play to the end and to win. Though all do not get full
colours, allcan get green shirts. Later veshties were discarded and shorts
worn, only shirts showing the "House colours".

p.m..
Each

of thecaP ta

to the one
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Captain.
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is thought tl

In the senior school hall of pillars, Walker House shields were
hung on one side of the hall and Ragland on the other. (Hemingway House
was discontinued after a yearand a special permancnt shield was hung
in memory of it on the eastern wall). When a House wins the shield, it is
transferred to its side of the hail.

As the house system was new to us and several new games
were introduced itwas decided to have European Annachies in the House
to advise, organise and play, for a few years. Aran Annachie went to
Walker, Tholan Annachie and Devathondan Annachie to Ragland and
Devastira Annachie to Hemingway. Though we did not fully grasp all
thatwas said and explained at that timewe knew itwasa greatmoment for
Vanacharbu, a new era for field games. Hockey, football, baseball, volley-
ball, athletics, cross-country running, and swimming were the field
events. Later the Regatta replaced swimming. It was also explained to
us how captains and vice-captains for each game are elected.

Each house was given a room in the senior school and was
named after its patron, whose photo was framed and hung on the wall.
The procedure of electing captains is as follows: The head of the games
department informs the Houses of when a particular games season will
begin. The dates for election of the captain and vice-captain are alsogiven.On the day of the election, houses gather in their respective rooms at 1.00
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p.m.. Each member is given a slip of paper in which he writes the names
of the captain and vice-captain ofhischoicein thatorder, and handsit over
to the one (usually an old boy) who presides over the election.

After collecting everyone's ballot a member of the House reads
out the names while the one who presides over the election writes themon
the blackboard. As cach name is called, a number is put next to it, 2 for the
captain and 1 for the vice-captain. There may be several names. The one
who gets the highest votes becomes captain, and the next highest vice-
captain.

}Election times are not always smooth running. For instance, if it
is thought that two are qualified for captainship, the pre-election period is
somewhat ruffled.When the election is over, the captain plans the strategy
for the coming inter-house matches, such as who should play, im what

position, and so on.

we

By the date of the match, the captains finalised their plans. On
that day of the match they called in their teams at 1.00 p.m. to their

respective House rooms.With the help of one or two old boys the captains
gave instructions to each member of the teams as to what he should do or

not to do. If it was a baseball game, the pitchers were told to whom slow
balls should be delivered, to whom fast balls be pitched, and what a poor
striker should do. The finalmeetings were veryquict, for theydid notwant
their strategy and tactics to be known to the other House.

When the day of the match came, the whole Vanacharbu was

tense with excitement. The House members all ran to the field at 5.00 p.m.
Here they practised to get into their stride for the coming fray. At5:25 p.m.

the referee blew the whistle, and all except the players left the field. The

1inesmen took their positions. The referee tossed the coin and the winner

had the option of side or kick off, or start of play, as the case may be. The

players got into their places. Their supporters from each House situated

themselves near the sidclines of the field. The whistle was blown at 5:30

p.m. sharp and the game started. The supporters
not only cheered but also

criticised, advised, and encouraged not only the team, but individuals, as

they thought fit.
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Hockey and football were an hour duration, with a oreak of 5

minutes at half-time. Volleyball has 3 sets of games; baseball 9 innings,
f thought thwhich were played on two days. The House winning the best of 3 sets in

ary game was the winner and the shicld for that game went to it for that January
af

year. Matches were always tense. Sometimes tempers flared up, but it was
always exciting. The whole Vanacharbu came and saw the matches.

House.

2. CROSS-COUNTRY RUN : and tidied

The first cross country run was in 1936.JuniorsonJanuary2nd;
Seniors on January 3rd. We practised for this event for many wecks.
Seniors twice a week ran several miles through the surrounding country-
side. They ran through wadies, fields, roads, and villages. As it was the
rainy season, everything was slushy and the little wadics had water
running strongly and the going was hard. Juniors also had to undergo this
kind of training, but it was not half as tough. Aran Annachic and De-

washed it¢

vathondan Annachie were always in the forefrontduring this type of tough
training.

The senior cross-country run was from Naraikadu, which is 2900 placewas tt
feet above the sea level and 9 miles from Dohnavur Fellowship. (see totheU
Naraikadu booklet for more information) was run only once. After the to suck on
hard practices, done twice a week in all kind of weather and on different Runncrs stc
terrains, we had a dress rehearsal run from the foothills. Before the runners quict and tewere chosen they were checked by the doctor and some were d isqualified. the stOm.of
From those qualified runners for each house were chosen. Ragland 6,
Walker 7, Hemingway 7. Only the first 5 runners' points from cach house
were taken into account. Competition for places in the team was intense. Cty
The date of running was fixed for January 3rd 1936, Friday. The pian #as
for the party consisting of runners, manager, Aran Annachic, and 3 more
Annachies to leave Dohnavur Fellowship on January 2nd at 2 p.m. On the Meters. He;
3rd two Annachics from the forest would be posted, one just below the
upper crossing& of the river called "Upper river", and the other at the lower Sto
crossing of the same river, called the "Rest river". Two Annachics from

FelloWshiDohnavur Fellowship were also posted one at the foothills and the other at in thatMalaiadiputhur, if the runners needed help.
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We took with us food for supper and sweets such as laddu,
athirasam, coffee and tinned milk for the next day's breakfast, for it was
thought that sweet things gave energy. The journey to the forest on that
January afternoon was pleasant and happy. We were billeted in Jewel
House. We had an early supper, and after prayers, went to bed early.

When we got up the nextmorning, January 3rd, we first cleaned
and tidied the place. Then we breakfasted on laddu and athirasam and
washcd it down with coffee with tinned milk, and watcr and nothing else!
Some wanted to take a few laddus and athirasam home, but decided

against it, as it would hinder running and will be a dis-service to the House!

The night was very cold and the morning bitterly cold. Since we
were young (17-19), we did not thinkmuch of it then, but walking barefoot
on the roughand broken stone path was very painful in that cold. J am sure

Me

ifwe had worn shoes, or the climate warmermany would have done better
than they did.

After prayer we came down to the Forest House. The starting

place was thebigMango trec in front of it. Two seniors had gonedown, one

to the Upper River and the other to the Rest River. We were given swects

to suck on the way, but very few did. The starting time was 8.00 a.m.

Runners stood in pairs and ina line. Final instructionswere given. All were

quict and tense. There were no smiles, just an unpleasant feeling in the pit
of the stomach.

We were started in pairs, the slowest first with a gap of one

minute between each pair. At 8.00 a.m.sharp, the starter, Aran Annachie

snapped "go" and the first pair started off. When the last pair was started

off the starter himself started coming down, with a gap of 50 or more

meters. He cycled from the foothills to be in time.
k

After running 100 meters or so, the unpleasant feeling in our

stomachs faded away and our only thought was to reach Dohnavur

in that cold on a rocky broken path was very painful. But to others, it did
Fellowship at the shortest possible time. To some, running with bare feet

notmattermuch. Only two or three walked or stopped on the way. One of
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ray

the most annoying things was to have a fast runner who started late pass
by leaving us a long way behind. But the most exhilarating moment was
when we ourselves overtook the slower ones, leaving them behind! By the
time we reached the plain we began to feel tired, but we did not walk or
stop, for ifwe did it would have been difficult to get running again. So we
ran and ran. When we reached Malaiadiputhur, our flagging spirit rose
and a new energy seemed to move us when we saw our Housemates
cheering us to greater effort.When we neared where the bus stand is now,
we forced ourselves to run faster. Once we reached the Jeevananda field,
we went flat out or it seemed to us!

was the
first

it was discon

The

Tree Wa5, abt
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leftDohnavu
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keeper and $s

Malaiadiputl
The finishing line was northwest of the Upparihai (there was no

Upparihai then) and parallel to it and the northern Margosa tree. The time-
keeper, Tholan Annachic, was at the post with his stop watch. The writer
sat at the desk with the list of runners before him, his pen poised over it, to

didn't go afte

jot down the time given by the timekeeper. The whole family was there,
checring the runners. It was great.

The runners, after crossing the finishing post, being dead tired,
just stood at case or sat down on the ground. Their thoughts were, "I've
finished the race successfully, and I've done my best for my House. What
is my time and rank". It took some time to get the final results. When the
writer gave the results to Devasamathanam Annachic, the clerk of the
course, all were silent and expectant. He then announced the result of the
race. Distance run: 9 miles (14.5 Km)Winner's time: H 5 Min 55 Sec. Each
person had a different reaction. The winners, naturally, were clated and
jubilant. But the others consoled themselves that they had done their level
best for their House and hoped for better luck next time.

The rest of the day was a holiday for the runners. The Va-
nacharbu had special food for lunch - rice and chicken curry. It was a
festive time. But the runners could not do justice to the lunch.We were too
tired. By evening we felt better. But when we got up the next morning, ourwholebody ached, especially our legs.We could hardlywalk, we were told
the best way to normality was to walk. We did tha t, but found it hard and
painful at first. It took several days to gct rid of the stiffness. But, alas, this
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was the first and last of the senior cross-country run. For various reasons,
it was discontinued. But it was a memorable day in our lives.

The junior cross-country run was from where the big Tamarind
Tree was, about 400 mt. east from the Foothills. The juniors' average age
was 13. The team, consisted of 7 from each House. They got up at 5.15 a.m.
had quiet time at 5.30 a.m. and had breakfast of cold rice at 6.00 a.m. They
left Dohnavur Fellowship at 6.30 a.m. after prayers. Three Annachieswent
with them. A senior,Devapiriam Annachie,was in charge and alsoas time-

keeper and starter. He also had one person to help him and one to stay in

Malaiadiputhur to watch that the dogs, which were kept for hunting,
didn't go after the runners.

The distance was about 3.75 miles (6.25 Km). The time was 8.00
a.m. and finishing was more or less like the seniors, but on a lesser scale.

The timekeeper cycled fast to check the time with the finishing time-

keeper. The runners had only the forenoon free. The first junior cross

country run was in 1936. Its time was 26minutes and 14 seconds. The last
run was in 1963 and took only 20minutes and 47 seconds. All were sad to

_
See the cross country run discontinued.

3. ATHLETICS 1936 -1963 :

Athletics was closely linked with other outdoor games. The first

one was held on March 10-11-12 of 1936. We had 1, 1/2, 1/4 miles, 220

yards and 100, 110 yard hurdles and 220 x 4 yards relay races. And long-

jump, high-jump, cricket ball throw, shot-put and tug-of-war, (the yards

later changed tometre). And Jeevanandha (Kindergarten)and todlers race,

also number of events:seniors 12, juniors 8, sub-juniors 6, old boys 3 or 4,

Jeevanandha todlers etc., total of about 14 to 16 events.

Practice begins in November. On the first day, equipments are

brought to the field from Vanacharbu Pattarai (workshop). They are then

daily put in the Bethel, then a generator engine room.

The first couple of weeks or SO, practising
is not enthusiastic but

ae

desultory, for there is no competition to enthuse one. But the last seven to

e track is cut,
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TI
starting and finishing points are marked and 100 yards lane are marked
with strings. Races are timed and there is a sense of purpose in everything runners

in t

done and practised. and times of

f theA few days before the events, the names of all the participants
and in what events they are in are handed over to the clerk of the course.
Four typed copies are made and stuck on cardboard - one for the clerk of
the course, who is also the announcer, one for the time-keeper, one for the
writer at the score board, and one extra. Tracks and lanes are renewed and
whitewashed. Flags are stuck at intervals around the running course from
where the runner start, number plates are driven. The score board, table
and stools are put inside the oval. The spectators area is cordoned off. In
the first two sports years, pandal wasputon thewestern, the finishing side,
for spectators. Each person knows what he is to do, either as an adminis-
trator or as a participant. All is well organized, all is well set for the sports.

then takes it

scores 0nth

Th

4.30 p.m. Te!

day decided

was the chilc

and the kinc

Sports are held for 3 days, usually in the firstweek of January. By
4.43 p.m. all have arrived, for the first few years, thewhole familywas there
for the three days; but later, the sisters came only on the final day, because
that had all the exciting events. Participants could be seen wearing their
respective house colour shirtsmingling with the crowd. The three officers
- clerk of the course, starter, and time-keeper were there in their six
coloured shirts. Assistants,writers and pointmakers are at the desksby the
score boards. The message runners are inside the oval track, which
embraces the two senior grounds. There is no opening ceremony. There is
no need for it.Allare keyed up. At 5.00 p.m. sharp, the clerk of the course
blows the whistle, and announces through the megaphone the events
and the names of the participants. The participants run to their starting
place. If it isa running race, the runners pick the track number in which he
is torun fromabag held by the starter. In the first two years all starts were
from a gun, later from a flag brought down smartly. When ready, the
starter signals to the timekeeper with a flag. The starter always has a
whistle to call back the runners if there is a false start. As spectators are on
the western side of the finishing side, the cheers and shouts are loudest
there.
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There are several people at the finishing post to identify the
runners in their order of coming. The timekeeper writes down the names
and timesof the runners coming in. Themessage runner takesit to the clerk
of the course,who reads out the result through themegaphone. The runner
then takes it to the writer who enters it, and the scorer puts the cumulative
scores on the board for all to see. Each day has fixed items.

The third day was always an exciting day, and events started at
4.30 p.m. Tension and excitement was in the air; we felt it perceptibly. That
day decided the winner. One of the most enjoyable and looked for event
was the children's races.Jeevanandha children, class I& II, did the 75 yards
and the kindergarten 50 yards.

Classes I & II are easy. They are shown where to start and where
to finish. Each one is putina runners lane at the starting place of 75 yards.
The procedure is explained to them. The startingwhistle is blown and off

they go. They have to be stopped by their accals at the finishing line.

Otherwise, they will go on running!

MiMo

The runners namesare read by the clerk of the course in the order

they finished. They run to their place,mighty pleased with their perform-

ance.

The Kindergarten children's race is quite different. Sisters take

them to their starting place and explain to them what to do. The sisters are

also at the finishing point to coax them and tell them when to stop.When

everybody is ready, or we think they are ready, the whistle is blown. But

whathappens?One or two run, a fewwalk, and the other simply stand and

gaze. A few even begin walking back to their accals. This brings much

laughter. Gradually, all aremade torun the race, with the accals and sitties

at the finishing points to coax them to finish the race. The Kindergarten

children's reaction is quite different from their seniors. When the race is

done, they run to their accals. To them this is the race, not running down

the string lanes. All thisbringsmuch laughterand loud comments from the

spectators especially from the sisters. It is one of the star items of the day.

The lastevent is the tugofwar. If this is cancelled, the 200x4 yards
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Tr
relay is the last event. One can fecl the tense excitement pervading the
whole place if the last item is going to decide the winner, which sometimes
is the case. There ismuch cheering start to finish from nearly all, till throats

tou8h,cleve

authortA Sf

are sore. Ina fewminutes the result is announced through themegaphone,
on the 20th

and the scoreboard shows the final result. The winning house is jubilant.
The losers are not so happy, but hope for the best next year.

when the at

it, for Serv
iC

4, SWIMMING:
through car

We had swimming competition only once, December, 1935 and

January 1936. To hear one cannot swim is news in the Family. We swim in
the wells, in the tanks (lake) and in the Forest pools. So it was not difficult
to have the swimming competition. As we had been accustomed to do in
all the swimming events for fun,we needcd only to polish them by practice,
except for long distance events, which needed more strenuous and longer
practice. We had these practices in the well and in Malaineri tank.

water, gO U1

needed skil

enthusiasm

Events held on December 28, 30, 1935 and January 11, 1936 were
in God's Garden well. Spectators including sisters filled three sides of the
well. Several events were held on each day at midmorning. Some of the
events were objects such as plates were thrown into the well, and one had
to dive or jump and retrieve it on the first try. Or rubber ball is thrown into
over the wall and one had to catch it while jumping into the weil, diving
from heights of 10 feet or 20 feet. The pole fight took the spectators by
storm. It was a real fight. One needed toughness, endurance, balance and
art. A long pole was placed across the well, tied firmly at the ends to the
pegs driven into the earth outside the well. The object was to knock the
other fellow into the well with the rubber pillow. At the word 'Go', each
tried to dislodge the other. Some were so involved in beating the other
down, they lost their balance and fell into the well. Others were so careful
to keep their balance, their striking did not have much punch and were
dislodged by the other fellow. A few pairs were well matched. They
dodged the strikes by bending back and got up at what they thought was
the right moment and struck the other fellow down. It was great fun to
watch. To the uninitiated, the beating seemed dangerous. This event was
a knock out system.
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The final fight was a gruelling one, for both opponents were

tough, clever and determined. It was notadraw.Whowasthewinner?The
author! A special citation of this pole fight wasmade by Tholan Annachie
on the 20th Anniversay celebration of the HOUSES on May 12th, 1955,

when the author was awarded a six coloured shirt the only person to get
it, for service rendered to the games.

The obstacle race was the last one in the well. One had to pass

through car tyres hung two feet above water level, go under a pole in the

water, go up a ladder, and so on. It was an interesting race, one which

needed skill and toughness, but it did not evoke the excitement, and

enthusiasm and cheering that the pole fight did.

Events in Malaineri on December 3, 1935 and January 5-9th, 1936

were held in the late afternoon. All were races: The whole Family sat on the

eastern bank. 100 yards freestyle; 50 yards back stroke; 50 yards freestyle
and half amile. Two poles stuck into the bottomat the north end of the lake

for the starting point, and the finishing point which was at the south, near

the small temple.

Me

Eventually swimming was discontinued because of cold and flu

during the season. It was replaced by the regatta a few years later.

5. REGATTA AND BOATING :

The regatta was held each year from 1939-1960witha few breaks.

Devanesan Annachie (John Edward Risk, Ex-Navy) had been to Kerala in

themid thirties where he sawmen using dugout canoes to carry commodi-

ties from one place to another on the back waters. He thought of the lakes

near home. Four dugouts were bought and brought to Dohnavur Fellow-

ship. The boating technique was new to us and there was not much

enthusiasm for it at first. But gradually we became interested by the actual

boating and the Annachie's enthusiasm. We were, singly or in pairs, able

to row from one end to the other end ofMalaineri or Sengulakurichi lakes

with pleasure.

Then a big breakthrough came Devanesan Annachie had made

Six light boats in our pa ttarai (workshop)
The framework was of light
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teakwood, covered with strong tarpauline and made waterproof by green was inten
tor

paint. The boats were light and could be carried by two 15 or 16 year olds.Each could seat two rowers easily. They were real beauties. Single and
doubleblade paddles weremade of fine teak. A small plot was purchasednear the east bank, south of Malaineri tank. A shed was put up with
corrugated asbestos roof. Inside were doubledecker racks supported bypillars. The old dugouts, the six new ones and the two dinghies were puton the racks, and the doors were Jocked.
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The first regatta began on January 20, 1939 and lasted 4 days.Until the last regatta in 1960, the whole Family were spectators on all four
days. The regatta was unique. It had everything to attract an audicnce. Thefull tank, velvetty green rice ficlds east and west of it, mountains to the
west, the sun shining brightly over the lake, or just sinking over themountains, making the clouds into many colours. The regatta was verypopular with the Family, as they enjoyed watching the skills of bothindividuals and the teams. It was exciting to see boats overturned and the
occupants frantically straightening them and climbing back into them.
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Sun

A few days before the events, distances were measured andstakes driven for the starting and finishing lines and for the obstacle race.The senior's distancewas 880 fect and the juniors 810 feet. The starting linewas on the north and the finishing line was on the south, near the smalltemple. The events were the straight races, singles and pairs. In the relayrace, one had to hand over thebaton to the other person and not throw intohis boat. In the obstacle race, one had to zigzag several obstacles and gothrough several narrow spaces between the stakeswith low crossbars overthem. To achieve this one had to bend low and shoot through withoutusing the paddles.

Then there was the most looked for, a free-for-all event thatalways brought laughter from the onlookers. The final event was thetransport. Each house had three boats, one rower to each. They had totransport a certain number of juniors toa small island 30metersor so in theshortest possible time.

Different skills were needed for different races and as everyone

36

Jeevananda g
selected senic

few trips they
their hands ir

boats. Becausi

notknow how

was exciting.
and some thr

Onc
ideal and bee

house could t

west coming
with smal]

the v
Moon with s
reflection on

Th
aMy tents

when
Carry Ne 4

attachCd to
Sittin§Ona



was intent on winning, there was naturally a few mishaps. These added

spice to the races. There were cheers from the shore, and if the race was a
close one therewasmuch excitement, especially if it should be thedeciding
race of the regatta. The excitement was intense. People from nearby places
also came to see the regatta thamasha and enjoy the fun. And there was no

doubt the family enjoyed the whole thing immensely.

S.

d

But the regatta was only a part of boating. If there was plenty of
water in the lakes and there was a holiday, Vanacharbu went boating. The

sunnicr the day, the more enjoyable the boating was, for one can also have

a swim with pleasure.

Sunithra and Vistara boys were taken in the boats by the seniors.

Jeevananda girls were also often taken one or two ata ime in the boats by
selected seniors. Some girls at first were not enthusiastic about it. After a

few trips they clamoured formore and longer trips. They enjoyed dipping
their hands in the water or bent to the side to see the ripple made by the

boats. Because of this therewasalways a dangerof capsizing, and a few did

not know howtoswim.Silverfishsometimesleapedintotheboatsandthis
was exciting. Some caught them in their hands and wanted to keep them,

and some threw them back into the water, a few were frightened of it!

Oncewe had a week'sboating in theTirukurungudi lake,withits

ideal and beautiful setting, mountains on the west (on a clear day Jewel

house could be seen from the road running east of the lake) rice field in the

west coming right to the edge of the lake, large sheet of clear blue water

with small waves dashing against the edge of the lake, bright sunshine

bathing the whole scene at day time and after dusk, stars sparkling and the

moon with silvery light riding serenely across the sky with its beautiful

reflection on the lake was the setup in which the week'sboatingwas spent.

There is a small rocky mound on the north side of the lake. Two

army tentswere pitched south of itfor thosewho kept kaval atmidday and

night when the boaters were away home. Two dinghies, each capable of

carrying 4 or 5 people were there. They were propelled by two oars

attached to the side on a swivel mechanism and worked by one person

sitting on a fixed bench, or could be sailed. Each boat had a mast in the
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a inst thecentre.

innerSThe canoes and the dinghies made their journey from Malaincri
one bright morning, travelling southward, passing through thechannel.When they could not go any further for lack of depth they weremanhandled 30 metcrs by senior house members and old boys to
Sengulakurichi, and from there they were rowed to Kotchupothaichannel, and from there they were handled upto Tirukurungudi lake.

honours
Wi

Nanguncr

Palayankotl

rounds. D

college, Pale

have a cracThe whole week was so organised ina way that everyone inVanacharbu had at least 2 or 3 hours stretch a day there, at least oncein two days. The whole week was made into a semi holiday for allVanacharbu. There were two shifts, forenoon and afternoon upto 7.30 pmand the parties interchanged their time on alternate days so all could havemoonlight boating and swimming. We went boating idly, or raced eachother or explored places or bathed. Sunthira had their share and
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spirits,
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Annachic ar

Jeevananda children were not forgotten. They all had their full share in thisgala season.

Waves higher than in the other lakes, rocked the boatsmore andthis in turn made children enjoy themselves more and wanted more tripsthan could be provided. They had tripsin dinghies and boats. Includingthe two dinghies, there were about 10 -12 afloat at one time. To manyoutside spectators- and there weremany it was a novel sight. When theweek was over, the boats were taken back to Malaineri by the sameprocess they had come to Tirukurungudi.
6. MARGOSA : (Neem seeds collected and sold for makingneem oil, medicine, soap etc).

Once in July, 1948, there was a Margosa secd gatheringcompetition for the two houses. It was of two wecks duration. Result :Walker 121.25 measures, Ragland 121.25 measures. Extraordinary.
7. OUTSIDE MATCHES ;

There were matches galore from 1936 to the mid-fiftics.Volleyball, football and hockeywere thegames.Wehad volleyballmatches
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against the Eruvadi and Dohnavur villege teams. They were the usual
winners. We rarcly did well in volleyball. With football we shared the

honours with outsiders. We played against Eruvadi, Dohnavur village,
Nanguncri, St. Xaviers' college scouts,and St. John's college,
Palayankottai.Except for the last one, all matches were played on our

grounds. During that period Nanguncri had a good team. St. John's
college, Palayankottai, hearing of ourmatches and doing well wanted to

have a crackat us and invited us fora match on the college ground. We

accepted the invitation, and on August 22, 1936wewentinour van inhigh
spirits, we found they were putting their first eleven in. Their average age
was twenty, while ours was 18.5 years. We had Devasamathanam

Annachie and Devastira Annachie in our side while they had two of their

staff playing. It was a well contested match. But we lost to them by 1-5.

We certainly could have done better, perhaps even won the game, had it

not been that we were playing house and outsidematches for the past few

months and were not on par physically. All the same, it was a fine game.

We had a social dinner afterwards. The principal, Mr. Bennet, an English-

man, presided over the function. Finally, we had the team testimony

mecting. When all these were satisfactorily ended, we got into our van

and returned home not in a depressed mood but certainly not in the

exuberant spirit we had gone in the morning.

at

In Hockey we were thewinners always or nearly! It was always

against the Dohanavur Village, except once, in late twenties, when a

friendly Deputy Superintendent of Police, an Englishman, brought a

police team, arranged by Dr.Murray and played against our seniors on our

ground. The Village team had teachers, under graduates, graduates and

even University players when they were on leave, and a few local players

were also included. Whether we played on our grounds or theirs or had

their referees or ours, it did not makemuch difference to the outcome. We

still went on winning. Usually, except for
the few locals, their playing of

the game was artistic. Our winning was by toughness, specd and

determination. From the firstwhistlewe ran very fast, and
more or less the

whole time, and also we took any beating physically or otherwise and
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played the game to the last at the same pace we began. In the last part of

the game players ran 25 yards, we literally ran 75 yards in the same time

taken by them, often winning goals coming in the last 10 or 15 minutes.

were
tatc

field, and
in

invited for thy

Once, when the author had been to Sengaltheri trip witha sct

of boys a letter came to the Forest to him saying they were expecting
him to come and captain thematch on the same day, otherwise several

ndoor activil

In

Vanacharbu

best playerswould not play! Finding the situation thus he and the party
started very carly in the afternoon from the Forest, reached home half

Speakers, ICH

in English anc

an hourbefore thematch, and played in thematch and scorcd a goal. The

village team had on its team college and University players. But we gave
them a good drubbing on that day.

them. New hi

the seniors

Though all matches, football and hockey, were played in a

relentless spirit, it was always enjoyable and at the end friendly. Two

examples : When hockey matches were too frequent. I asked a teacher

player "Matches are too frequent, between us. Why don't you arrange
matches with others?" He replied, "Playing with you is always tough and

hard, but always enjoyable and friendly. Whatever match we played we
ended with three cheers. In the late sixties we were watching a bascball
match. A relative of a Parama Suha Salai patient was sitting beside me,

seeing the match with much interest. He asked me "Where are the old

players. I had played football against you when I was young." I said,

"Only a few are here, others have gone out. Why do you askme this"? He

replied, "The present players are quite different from the ones from those

days. The present players talk much, but are not so tough or such good
players as the older ones. Off the ground, the old hands spoke little and one

thought they would be an easy prey and notmuch to be feared, but inside
the ground the change was impressive. They were tough and fearless.

They neither cared whether theywere hurtnorwe. Theywere determined
to play hard and win".

8. HOUSE DAY:
Once a year, House day was held. We had out door rag sports,

indoor fun games, mind twisting and mind testing activities toomany to
enumcrate. All Vanacharbu participated in that day. The whole family
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4

were spectators for the outdoor activities, whichwere held in Jeevananda
field, and indoor activities held, during the day. Once senior sisters were
invited for the night function. The family sometimes took part in the
indoor activities.

In the evening, a special dinner was given to which all the
Vanacharbu were invited. After dinner we gathered in the senior hall.

Speakers, representatives of the house, made prepared speeches both
in English and in Tamil. Colours were awarded to those who had earned
them. New house members were welcomed and there was a send off for
the seniors who had become old boys. The whole celebration ended with
a prayer by the leader (man) of the family. If this was a 10th or 20th

anniversary, it would be celebrated for more than a day. The whole

atmosphere of these occassions was festive.

9.EPILOGUE:

Devasamathanam Annachie (Godfrey Web-Peploe), Tholanab;"t.
+
igh

Annachie (Norman Burns), and Aran Annachie (Ian Gill) were the found-

ers of the Dohnavur Fellowship House system, from 1940. Tholan An-

Navamithiran, Raj, Sathiajeevan, Sahaja, Darmasadhu, Rajamanian and

Ofcourse, Siratha Annachie,whoaccording tohis abilities, was everything

1 nachic, Devanesan Annachie (John Edward Risk), and Sirappan An-
4

nachie (Philip England) were the heart and soul of the houses and games.
But specialmention should bemade ofsome : Rahava Annachie, Piriadas,

<a

one wanted of a man.

When the boys left for boarding school in 1950, we could not do

all the things we had been doing. But the basic structure was strong and

enthusiasm high. After the opening of Ananda Vanam, there was a great

drop in everything. Since 1971, the houses became a mere shadow of the

past years, gradually fading out and finally ending in 1976. The boys

gameswent on until 1981. When the last group left Dohnavur Fellowship

togo to Ananda Vanam that year, it putan end to organised games.
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5 HOLIDAYS
1. OUT DOOR WORK:

The

ern most he

1953, Post SSLG
Outdoor work was an integral part of the holidays, and an

important one. The Sunthira work from 8.00 a.m to 9.30 a.m. Kathirava
juniors from 8.00 to 10.30 a.m. and seniors till 11.00 a.m. Post - SSLC
worked in the term from 8.00 a.m. to 11.30 a.m. and from 2.30 p.m. to 4.00
when needed.

fl r.Ithad to

uneven level fr

around the 3 mc

pport the con

foorwas dug t
There were'various kinds of work. Every Sthala swept its Mu'

tram (ground surrounding the house) daily and dumped the dry leaves in
the rubbish pit. They were cleared two or three times a year during the

holidays. Each Sthala rubbish pit was allotted a garden. Sunthira did the

clearing of these pits. They carried the rubbish (dried leaves) on their
heads in baskets. It was necessary to clear the pits and put the dried
leaves in the gardens to make compost manure.

whole family ca

Carting by bandics was done mostly by the Kathirava. For
many years they were iron rimmed ones, but in July 1963 a tyre bandy was
given to Vanacharbu. Four to six boys handled a bandy. They carted
manure, dung and silt from lakes to gardens. Sixteen year olds with two
or three bandies at a timemade five to six trips to Sengulakurichi, carting
sand to anywhere it was needed. It was very heavy, hard work.

2. SPADEWORK :

Spadework :digging and hocing with trench-spades started
with Sunthira seniors or Kathirava juniors. Kathirava seniors and
upwards used the man size spades. They workedmostly in the gardens.
They hoed, weeded, dug holes for plants, dressed and prepared the land
for planting or sowing. They dug trenches for compost manure and
processed yearly. Gathcring peas and peanutswas done when boys could
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be spa red The seniors worked like professionals,Often doing.abetter job
than the workmen, and in 3/4 of the time. They:could do any type of

ficldwork.

3. OUT OF ROUTINE:

The foundation for the Mani arai (watchroom) and the two

westernmost houses in Tharisana were dug by the Post SSLS's. In the year
1953, Post SSLC boys dug half the foundation for the Kamaneri threshing
floor. Ithad to go down to the soft rock (chukkambarai) and because of the

uneven level from 0.75 metre to 1.5 metre deep. The trenches were

around the 3 metre x 3 metre square plots, so that the foundation could

support the concrete floor. The next year the other half of the threshing

floorwas dug by the next set. When the threshing floor was finished the

4

Deepening of Kamaneri tank was given twice to Dohnavur Fel-

lowship by the government, and once for Sengulakurichi. Kathirava,

Arunothaya and Usha did the work, although part of it was done by

outside contractors.

We started from home at 7.00 a.m. and reached Kamaneri at

to do their allotted tasks. As the work had to be measured, a small

mound was left in the centre of the measured rectangular plot. Some dug,

others carried the dirt in baskets on to the bund. Some times their roles

were exchanged, diggers carried, carricrs dug.

Between 8.00 to 8.30 a.m. two hefty boys brought gruel from

Vanacharbu Kitchen in a big pot holding about 16 litres. It was tied to a

bamboo pole and slung over their shoulders.
The non descriptive gruel

was sour. When the break came at 9.30 a.m., We trooped to the threshing

withap iece of pickle. Tous, Annachie

hardinthesun, itseemed like nectar, very

Back to work after 20 minutes, until 11,00
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whole family came to its dedication.

about 7.20 a.m Taking out spades and baskets from the barn took about

10 minutes. Workers were divided into groups, each under an Annachie,

floor to have our gruel refreshment

and boys, who had worked very
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The re
work materials were brought back, checked, and put in the granary.
After that we went to the big well for the long awaiting swim. After the
heavy work in the hot April sun, it was most enjoyable and refreshing.
After half an hour or so in the well, all started back home.

thayatoT

hUkkambara

d there
was 4

and
We worked five days a week for fiveweeks. When the holidays

ended and the boys returned to school, the Post SSLC and Annachies
kand x!

l ri
First, the sma

including missionaries, went on with the work allotted to us during the
evening games time. and then Scie

ihesidelines,
Wd

There were several diggings in Kamaneri. The first one was in
1947. When we completed the digging, we had a grand dinner in the
Sunthira muttram for all the men, and a note of appreciation came from
Ammal saying, "Sabash". Thismade a fitting close to the first Kamaneri
digging. Another diggingwas in the late fifties when we had troublewith
the Thevar castewhich was usually used as watchman. He was from that
caste. Ashewas usually drunk at these times itmade him difficult to copewith work, because of this we always went in groups and found it
exciting, but, perhaps, not so to the leaders!

Whole day to SC t

ihe whole surfac

fromSengulaku!

again poured ov

Climbers can be divided into three groups. Those who climb to
any heights (and there are only a few of them) those who climb, but not
too high (there aremany in this class) those who do not climb, or if they
do only to the lowest branches. Until Ananda Vanam came into being,Vanacharbu of the age of fifteen toeighteen used to gather tamarind podswhen the season was on. Higher climbers, always very few, climbed up
to the highest branches and shook them tomake the ripe pods fall ; the
second type did the lower branches, and the rest gathered the pods from
the ground and put them in sacks. The sacks were then taken to the
Inbarai. The whole compoundswould be gone through two or three times
a season.

Crows and storks used tomake nests in some of the highestbranches. In the 1930s they had tobe destroyed, and it was a job for highestclimbers. They climbed to the highest branches, destroyed the nests, and
brought down the eggs and young ones. They enjoyed doing this, but
certainly not the others.
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The roads (paths) from Aruna Sthala to the Bungalow, from
Arunothaya toTharisana, and tothebuildingofficeweremadeof soft rock
(Chukkambarai). It was done by Vanacharbu. It was tough, hard work
and there was a propermethod of doing it. The width of each path had to

bemarked, and thewhole length of the path had tobedug twoinchesdcep.
Soft rock and scrambled rock had to be carted and dumped near the path.
First, the small rock had to be paved the whole way - a foot from each side
-and then scrambled rock put over it. When it was levelled and sloped to

thesidelines, waterwas poured until itwassoaked.Thenitwasleft for the
whole day to settle. The next day more scrambled rock was spread over

the whole surface, and over itred earth, and over it white sand, brought
from Sengulakurichi was thickly spread. When this was done, waterwas

again poured over the path to drench it. Finally, a 0.91 metre diametre

stone road rollerwas rolled over it several times, dragged by 17 year olds.

When finished the road looked beautiful, and to ride a bicycle on it was

apleasure, especially during the rainy season, as the soft rocks do nothold

water and make it slushy, but firm.

As the work was done only during the holidays and when water

was plentiful it took several years to finish the project. But was sucha

thorough work, it is still usable after 25 years later. In the early thirties,

there was no road on the northern bank of the Sengulakurichi tank.

Vanacharbu did the first one! All the above work was done by boys

between the ages of 14 - 18, with their Annachies working with them.

4. SWIMMING

holidays were looked forward to and the most enjoyedThe
event was swimming All the Vanacharbu participated in it The school

age boys swam every day excep t Saturdays and Sundays. Those who

worked in the family swam two orthree times a week. A gift was given

to the age of ten. There, by the age of 7 or 9, all the boys and girls learned
to build a small swimming pool, named, Bala Santhosha, for children up

toswim. Before Bala Santhosha was built, swimming was taught in the

wells, not exactly an easyway for youngsters
to learn swimming. From the

time, they came from Vistara they swam in the wells and lakes.
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rov'We have many wells in the family. The sisters used the wells in
the God's Garden and in Parama Suha Salai. The ones in Vanacharbu,
Sunthira and Arunothaya gardens were used by men and boys. The
Vanacharbu well was out of use for a long time because of lack of water.
These wells have two purposes, for agriculture and swimming.

for imP

o the fan
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The East farm well is in two parts, connected by a tunnel. One

can imagine what fun it was for the bathers to go through the tunnel
playing "catch me if you can" ! The Arunothaya well had a tree growingnear it. The swimmers climbed up to 6-8 metres high and jumped into the
well where the water level was 5 to 6 metres below ground level. Once a
party of guests came to see the boys swim. When they saw the high school
boys climbing the trees and were told that they would be jumping into the
well from thatheight theydid notbelieve it. But when they saw them jumpfrom that high branch, you should have seen their eyes pop.

The main Picnic

agent, In Septem
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Tank at the foothi
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orat nearby place

The average time fora group to bathewas about 30 to40minutes.The Sunthira was in two groups seniors in onewell and juniors in another
from 10.30 a.m. It wasa must that two Annachies should be with each
group when bathing. Kathirava juniors swam from 11.00 a.m. to 11.30a.m. and seniors from 11.30 to 12.00 noon. Those who worked in other
parts of the family swam from 11.30 to 12.15 twice a weck.

The April and September holidays were the hottest. Swim-
ming, therefore, had twopurposes during these season. First itwas amost
enjoyable recreation. Second, it cooled the body and invigorated it. But
to the bathers there was no difference between the hot and cold seasons.
it was the same to them! Long live swimming.

5.PICNIC:

Excursion-cum-picnic :

All work and no playmakes Jack a dull boy. This also applied to
ourboys. But theywere anything but dull. All did not agreewith the setupand the way the boys were raised in Dohnavur Fellowship, but I have
notseen nor heard of their doing anybetter. Theymay have, I donot know.This does not imply all was perfect, far from it. There was always much
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room for improvement. But now many of the old boys have said they are
grateful to

the family, for theirupbringinging,which they say was the basis
for their success! Anyway, there was no time to be dull. If anything,
sometimes the days were overcrowded.

Our picnics on January 26th and August 15th were small ou tings.
The main picnics were during the April /May holidays, and to a lesser
extent, in September. The Rest River was the best and most sought after

place for picnics. Other picnic areas were the Boundary River, the Lotus
Tank at the foothills, the Nambikoil side, Tirunkurungudi tank, Kotch-
upottai, and Karungal Kasam. The children liked to picnic in our gardens
or at nearby places.

All these places had water where we could bathe, and in most
cases have a swim. This was their main attraction, besides the beautiful

settings. For moonlight picnics, Tirukurungudi tank and Sengulakurichi
channel - when it was dry and the sand white and fresh were the favourite

places. In fact Tirukurungudi tank was the favourite, for not only could
we havemoonlight picnics on the rockymountat the northern edge of the

tank, but we could swim in the clear, warm water with the silvery moon

shining over us.

Describing the picnic at the Rest River will provide a general

picture of the kind of picnics we had, although every party, Sthala, place
had its own variations. It was an exception not to have a picnic during the

April holidays and the boys were eager to know the date which was

usually announced a few days before the outing.

Preparation for the picnic had three parts : personal, class, and

Sthala. The kitchen workers prepared rice, usually two kinds, tamarind

juicemixed and curd mixed. They also provided goodies, jaggcry, coffee

Powder, a pot to make coffee, and bananas and other fruits, if any. The

rice was divided into enough portions for several people. Then each

h, and the whole
Portion was wrapped ina banana leaf to keep it fres

secured by wrapping it in clothand tying it with string. All these were put
$/

all the evening before the
into baskets and putina safe place in the dining h

Picnic.
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carry.

The eveningwasa time ofexcitement for the sthala. They wanted
to know what food they would have for the picnic and what they were to All wer

andth

Both groups and personal preparations went hand in hand. A
boy could take a bag, tumbler, a water bottle, or anything he fancied as

dimin
sh As the:

h

long it was okayed by his Annachie. Asa class, they took bathing shorts
and the clothes they were wearing.

on reaching

are tim
re

Sthala things were apportioned by each sect Annachic, and he to
each boy in his sct. So from the Sthala Annachie to the youngest boy each
had his own responsibility, according to his age and ability. There was not
much sleep that night. The rule was that no one should talk after night
prayers. But one could hear hushed whispers here and there when they
thought their Annachies were asleep. The Annachies, knowing the
excitement of thatday,were not over strict about enforcing the no talk rule.

est(the par tv.

The rest!

At 4.30 a.m. the nextmorning, the boys were woken by the
Annachies, though only a few needed waking up. Then came personal
prayer, washing the face, changing on to day clothes, and group praycr.Then to the dining hall for a breakfast of cold rice. After breakfast, each
took on his responsibility, whether carrying the food basket or anythingelse that was apportioned to him the day before. Each Annachie was
responsible for his sct and for whatever was given to him by the Sthala
Annachie. All then assembled in the front muttram (space) where
everything was checked.

Before starting, Sthala Annachic Rajappan, prayed for the day.
They were reminded not to make a noise until they had passed Parama
Suha Salai or reach the bus stand. The Sunthira took the bugle with them
(Before the Upparihai bell and House of prayer chimes rang out the hours
Williyar Annachie gave the bugle call punctually at noon for the Family tc
check their watches and clocks). When they reached the Sengulakurichi
tank, an Annachic sounded thebugle, making theboy's spirits soar. Theywalked faster and the talk became louder and vivacious. They went in
small groups of four or five. If one got tired of one group, he would move
to another one where he was welcomed as an additional listener or talker
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1 or news giver.

All were excited. When they got past the Foothills,the talk
became less and the change of loadsmore frequent, but excitement did not
diminish. As they neared the boundary, they could hear the running

S water. It made them think of what was before them, and theirminds were
S fixed on reaching the Rest River as soon as possible so they could spend

more time there. As they neared the River, many ran ahead to wait for the

0
rest of the party.

h The rest river ismore or lessmidway between Dohnavur Fellow-
t ship and Naraikadu. We could ford the river at two places - by the bridge,
t and 50 metres north of it, it has an ideal place for a picnic. About twenty

y to forty youngsters could enjoy the picnic at one time. The centre of

C attraction is the pool. To the cast of itisa huge, high boulder. To the north

are boulders, small and big, from where we could jump and dive. And

of the pool. The southern end is the lowest, as the river flows out of the

e there is a beautiful, one meter high waterfall northeast of the pool. The

l western side is lower than the north, where the forest comes to the edge

a pool at that end. The pool, a na tural one, has no geometrical line, but is

3
about 50x 50 metres. It is wholly open to the sky and sun. Sometimes it

iS ol, but itis always refreshing. 20metres south ofis warm somchimes It COO

a
the pool there isa flat boulder on which 10 - 15 people could sit. It wasthe

The river runs west of it ina riftand the 2 meters fall from it makes ae centre of the picnic, where everything was kept
and where seniors were.

Shallow pool, where a few bathed and played. There is agap of 1.5 metre

between it and the high castern boulder. This space was well suited for

the and rain
cooking, asthe boulders protectit from

The first thing everyone wanted to do when we reached the

swim. Permission was given and all changed
picnic area was to have a

When they had enough or the leader called them to leave the

pool, light refreshments were distributed.

into swimming shorts and ran an lashed or dived into the pool
i

were varied. The Sunthira group
r Until lunchtime, activitics
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home. All returned refreshed and happy, as if there were no care in the

might go sight secing in the forest with an Annachie. If Kathirava juniors
went with an Annachie. If seniors, three or more in a group may go for
a longer walk. Some played chess, draughts, or chequers. Some were

6. SENGA

uf

always in the pool! But all had to be back in time for lunch. A whistle was
blown to call them back.

orikal tc

doe:How
Lunch was the main picnic meal. There were several ways of

cating it. The most usual one was to give a bundle of rice to several boys.
Groups could be seen having their picnic lunch all over, but always onarock in or near the river! Each group divided the pack and had a full meal,which was very tasty with coconut chutnie, pickles, and water from the
river tomix the rice. Themeal took more time to eat thanitdidathome! As
the lunch was a very heavy one and the sun hot, the afternoon activities
were less, and some even napped under the shade of a rock or a tree.
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The Sengal

When the sun went down the stir of more activities was
evident.Some boys were appointed to make a fire in the gap in the dipbetween boulders in order to make coffee. To the new hands this was a
mystery, to the old hands, it was a routine matter and they took pride in
teaching the greens. Firewood? No lack of it. But if it rained and it
sometimes did, it needed the expertise of the old hands tomake the fire and
keep it going. Wherewere the others? Manywere in the pool again. Exceptwhen eating the pool is always occupied by some.

When the coffee was ready, the whistle was blown and all
crowded on the flatboulder ornearby rocks for the final snack. This snack
was made up of left overs from the meals, plus coconut and jaggery.Inveterate bathers went in again for the last splash in the pool. But it was atime to get ready for the return home.

When the time fordeparture neared, each Annachie checked his
group's things and the overall readiness for the departure was ascer-
tained by the leader. Another saw that no trace of their stay was seen.
Before leaving, all gathered on the flat boulder or nearby rocks. The leaderthanked our Father for the wonderful day and asked his blessings for the
return jouney home. Everything was checked again when they reached
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world and they looked forward to the next one.

6. SENGALTERI : (1945 - 1977 WEDNESDAY to FRIDAY)
Dohnavur to Sengalteri 22.50 Km, Sengalteri to Netterikal 14

Km, Nettcrikal to Naraikadu 8 Km, to Dohnavur 14.50 Km.

How docs it feel to be the last of anything that strikes one's

imagination and emotion? The writer has been both, as a leader, at the

beginning and at the end of the Sengalteri trips from 1945 to 1977. The first

expedition was adventurous, exacting and without many facilities. The
final expedition, because of long experience, usually went off smoothly
and had good facilities. But the leader had somber thoughts, as he knew
that this was to be the last trip.

f

tz

The Sengalteri trip was made by 16 year olds. After 1951, it was
a post SSLC event. After writing the SSLC, the three day Sengalteri trip
was greatly anticipated. The trip was usually done in the April holidays.
Sometimes it was doubtful whether the trip could bemanaged, and gloom
and disappointment descended on the class. But when permission was

granted from the Kallakkadu Forest ranger and by the District Forest

Officer, and they were told that there would be the trip, the excitement and

joy were great! Then things began tomove. Everyone was provided with

an army knapsack to put their extra clothes, New Testament, and

personal effects.in Rice, jaggery, tea, and fruitswere the foods we took.We

>

also took one blanket each, two lanterns, one trench tool, one pot for

making coffee, and match boxes. These were carried by two coolies who

wi FAOaccompanied the party (If European Annachies came they brought their

own food).

Annachies andaman paid toshow the way

The party consisted of a set of eight to twelve boys, their

Annachie, and a Senior Annachie. In 1971, when the last trip was made,

from Sengalteri toNetterikkal. We all started afterprayer, from west farm
there were sixteen boys, two

more necessary) that went via Kallakkadu,
beyond

at 3.00 a.m. in three bandies (

it. The bandics waited there until evening to bring back the coolies who
with thebungalow keys, to about 2miles

Pickingup thewatchman
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returned home after leaving their loads at Sengalteri Bungalow. From
there we walked up to Sengalteri, arriving about 9.00 a.m. The first thing
we did was to have some refreshment. The day was spent in sight seeing.
This included cardamom estates, forest, and bathing in the river. Several
times Annachies came from the forest to Sengalteri orNetterikal to join us.
Any addition to our party was always most welcome. If it was a moonlit
night we were outside, wandering or sitting, chatting and enjoying the
scenery, the plains and mountains before going to bed.

:

Music was

ception.
During,

musicaaka

ym) t0 practise
on

they

wedge and mus!
We got up early the nextmorning and had our quict time and

breakfast. The bungalow was then tidied up and cleaned. After prayer,
we sct off toNettcrikal. The forest between Netterikal and Sengalteri was
dense, but the path was usually in good condition. Reaching Netterikal
at about noon, we bathed in the dam, walked through the water tunnel,

outacd by the lec

jowere told a test WC

went sightseeing and had our lunch, which was brought by two garden
men from Naraikadu.

At 2.00 p.m. we left Netterikal and reached Naraikadu via Man-
jolai at about 5.00 p.m. There-was always a party in Naraikadu to
welcome the hikers vociferously. It was always a happy get together.
After spending the night and part of the next day inNaraikadu, our party
left the forest with much regret. Those who made the trip always enjoyed
it immensely, and the happy memories were indelibly imprinted in their
minds.

7, FREE TIME:
Free time was spent doing gardening after morning and

evening housework, and playing outdoor games or indoor games such
as chess, draughts, checkers, etc. Reading was donemostly at noon or in
the evening. We alsomade decorations forChirstmas and other occasions.
Now and then we put on shows of several kinds, usually for senior
Annachies' coming days. In Sunthira the initiative came from the
Annachies and they got the boysinvolved. In Kathirava and above the
boys themselves took the initiative to do everything although their
Annachies helped them. Practising for Parama Suha Salai Christmas, the
children's service and the morning carol rounds were the most enjoyed
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free-time activities.rom

8.MUSIC:hing
ing

Music was part and parcel of the Family, and Vanacharbu was
no exception. During the late thirties, we were given the opportunity
tolearnmusical instruments. Instruction books anda small organ (harmo-
nium) to practise on were given to us. The first gencration had to do
whatever they wanted to like improving themselves, getting wider
knowledge and music etc for and by themselves. But they were
encouraged by the leaders. Many of us wanted to learn to play the organ.
We were told a test would be given before we were allowed to play the
Sthala organ. We were tested by Piria Sittie, presided over by Devasa-
mathanam Annachic in 1938.We had toplayone song givenby her and one
our chioce. Several passed the test and cach was awarded a Golden Bells
with music, with name, and date entered by Piria Sittie. Those who had

passed could now play the Sthala organ. Since that time everyone was
allowed to learn the organ at certain age. Then they were tested before

they could play the Sthala organ.
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By the late forties there were about cight to ten youngmen who
could play the organwell and three of them verywell. Itwasaa time ofgreat
musical activities. Playing simple classics was in vogue, and composing
new tunes and harmonising them and Nesappattu, and psalms
flourished. Then there was the male choir. We had four organs, four

violins, one clarinet, one concertina, two piano accordions several

homemade flutes, one piccola, two autoharps, two drums, tambourines,

triangles and cymbals etc. At present, many of our old boys are organists
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Besides playing musical instruments, our singing, whether in

Tamil or English, wasalso considered good. Even now it isappreciated
1S.

lor

by many.

9. FILMS :

he

he

In the early days of the Family we had magic lanterns. Though
not often shown it was very much looked forward to by the Family. Dr.
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T.H. Somerville once showed slides of his climb to the Everest in Peran-
andha in 1925.

forest during
/

abouteight
tot

Movies were first introduced by Devanesan Annachie in the
early thirtics. The first onc was an 8 mm hand-turned, silent movie, but
it was a wonder to us to see people, animals, and vehicles moving,
walking, and running. We also had epidiascope. This was very useful for
teaching purpose. About the middle fifties we were given a 16 mm
talkingmovie, a present from Meivara and Meilccla Sitties. It opened the
world to us, its peoples, events, and nature. To us it was education,
sightseeing, entertainment, and relaxation. We got the films from the
embassies of other countrics and from Tamilnadu government. They
were shown once a week in the Jeevananda in the summer and autmn
holidays.
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10. NARAIKADU :

Those who live with children, both young and old, are on duty
24 hours a day. It is the same formany of those who work in Parama Suha
Salai. They can be called at any time, day or night. Where can they go fort
holidays, not only to enjoy themselves, but torest and recuperate in body,
mind, and spirit. We have three Family holiday places, in Naraikadu,
Joppa, and Muppanthal. Joppa, in the Cape Comorin, and Muppanthal,
30 Km from Dohnavur Fellowship are places for older people and those
who are notphysically fitand also for those who have theirholidays in the
off season or weekends.

For the Vanacharbu, holidaymeansNaraikadu. The first trip to
Naraikadu is gencraliy made when the boys are twelve or thirteen when
the sisters are in the Jewel House. It usually lasts a week. From the time
they hear this happy news they are excited about going to the forest. Theywalkall the way from Dohnavur Fellowship to the Forest. While there,
they see the whole of Naraikadu, climbmanymountains as they are able
to, and enjoy thcirstay to the fullest.

Annachies stay a fortnight, but those who have heavy
responsibilities stay three weeks. We usually had three parties going to the
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forest during April holidays and two in September. A party consisted of
about cight to twelve, including the leader and helpers, whowere usually
past SSLC boys.

A few comments about Naraikadu : One party neared the Upper
river and were very tired. A thirtcen-year-old boy commented "why did
Icome. Next time, No'." After a weck in the Forest when he came home,
he said, 'I wish I could have stayed a whole year". Another, now in the
USA, wrote of his time asa helper there, "The two wecks in Naraikadu
was like living in a paradise, far away from all unduc stress. Those were
the happiest days in my life".

Still another also in the USA, wrote "It is truly a lovely place
having everything one would expect ina holiday resort. It is a place I will
cherish for a long time". (See the booklet Naraikadu).
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ANANDA VANAM

Ananda Vanam was bought in 1963. It was chosen from several
sites looked at for this project. It is 23 km north from Dohnavur
Fellowship and onc kilometre south from Cheranmahadevi crossroads
and at the eastern side of themain road. All the trees had been cut down
by the previous owner. Itis thirty acres with a wadi running through it
whichisdry except when raining. Ithas fine white sand, and in some parts,

water during all

had a bus stop,

light
was putne

govern
ment offit

We alsc

beautiful mica black sand. When it is raining heavily and in a flood, it is
capable of carrying off small cattle.

The name Ananda Varém is given in faith. Now in 1984 we have
different varieties of trees, such as Vahai, Margosa, Tamarind, Curry tree,
Pandri Vahai, Casuarina tree, Potia, Banyan, Glaseria, Mango, Coconut,
Guava, Bamboo,withmany kinds of shrubswithbeautiful scented flowers
and Japanese thorns around the place. Itis now a verybeautiful place,more
so in wet season. The people around us and guests, Indian and others, tell
the same thing.

At one time we had 60 - 70 coconut trees interspread with curry
leaves trees, but many diced of the extreme droughts in 1982-83. We also

retried growing rice, brinjals, banana, black grams, green grams, swect
potatoes, and other fruits and vegetables. They did well at first, but lack of
steady workers and very little water during the hot season were the chief
reasons for not continuing this and improving the land to the full. In the
rainy season the well has plenty of water, sometimes only one metre from
the ground level, when we do not need much water. But in dry season and
in monsoon failures it has very little water. Often crops die and coconut
trees also in severe drought.

., Ananda Vanam had four buildings. A hostel for the young men
was in the middle of the land, which combined the general office, and a
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large box room; combined kitchen and food store building; and Naran-
tham and Elim. The last two for the family men.

Each building had one pump, and Elim's always had plenty of
water during all seasons. Aftermany ycars of petitioning and waiting, we
had a bus stop, in front of Narantham, near the road. And in 1983 a street
light was put near the bus stop. Both were the work of our well wishing
government Officials.

We also grew Japanese thorn the whole ofourboundary. Itmade
agood hedge and a good source of firewood. Inside the hedge, 1/3 of the
land was fenced off with barbed wire, three gates led to the houses, tools
and cattle sheds inside the enclosure.

Ananda Vanam was a midway point between the families at
Dohnavur and the world, at times there were 29 youngmen aged 16 - 22,

living there. But the average was 10 - 15 at a time. Some go for training, a
few tohigh school and others live therewhilewaiting fora trainingora job.
After getting training, our boys go into the world to make a living.
Sometimes they find work themselves and sometimes it is found by those

responsible for them. Old boys also helped. From the time they get a job,
whether they were fully settled or not, they had to stand on their own fect.

Whether they had parents or not, very few found it easy going at

first. Although all of them hadmore or less the same opportunities from the

day they came here or were born here, by the time they left the Family, the

difference in education, character and ability of individuals is great, after

ten or twelve years, wider. There seems to be no single reason for this

outcome. Heredity, upbringing, set Annachies, general policy
of Family

administration, circumstances, health, their attitude towards them and

luck or chance, are all interwoven and not easily separated. Therefore it is

always better to have a few plain guidelines in bringing up children than

tohavemany ideas and methods tha t frequently change. Most of ourboys

have donewell in the world spiritua tally and materially. Some did

not do so well and few did badly But all began with the same

Opportunities before them.
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Going into theworld, all had tobegin life at the bottom, and some
could not live at the standard they did at home. At Ananda Vanam,
midway as it were, between Dohnavur and the world, life was simple and
there were not many amenities, as in Dohnavur, like games, films, and
social life. So when the boys left Ananda Vanam, they found living in the
world not as difficult as the ones who had gone directly from Dohnavur
found it. Until 1977, only those who had done S.S.L.C and a year's service
in Dohnavur went to Ananda Vanam and did their training there. The
whole atmosphere there was to prepare onesclf to go into the world. More
than 116 boys had passed through Ananda Vanam. They did well in
technical, medical or higher studies, but very few did well in high school.
Though it did not achieve all we had hoped for from Ananda Vanam it did
achieve more or Iess what it set out to do.

Ananda Vanam was bought in 1963. On October 12th, 1964
Thyagaraj Annachie started living there. After a few years Devapiriam
Annachie and Navanithan Annachic took his place. From 1972, Thyahan
Annachie and Rajamanian Annachie took over. Navanithan Annachic,
Thyahan Annachie and Rajamanian Annachie lived with their familics.
When Thyahan Aannachie retired in October 1977, Devapiriam Annachic
took over the responsibility. Because of his major work in Dohnavur he
lived therebut went to Ananda Vanam once or twicea week. He lived there
when Rajamanian Annachie was away travelling to places or ona holiday.
But entire responsiblitics were with Rajamanian Annachic. On October
12th 1984 Ananda Vanam was closed.The last two left that same weck for
jobs, and Rajamanian Annachiec, Gowra Accal, Ezckicl and Jeremiah
returned to Dohnavur. Ananda Vanam's age was twenty years and 3 days.
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IX
THE ANNUAL RED LETTER DAYS

OF THE FAMILYIr

1, Independence Day and Republic Day :e

August 15th, Independenceday, theday onwhich India became

independent of foreign rule in 1947. Republic day is January 26th, the day
on which India decided officially in 1950 to be a Republic and not a

monarchy or oligarchy etc. These are the most important national days of
the country. The family celebrates only four national holidays. Independ-
ence day, Republic day, Good Friday, and Chirstmas day.

q

Independence day and Republic day are celebrated in the same

way. A few days before, our four piece band - begins practising
" Jana

Gana" (National Anthem) and "AthiMuthalai" (written specially for these

occasions by Devabakthi Annachic) and a marching hymn. The day before

we have the dress rehearsal. Each song is practised several times to make

itas perfect as possible. The singers are encouraged to sing lustily with

enthusiasm.

The flag staff about 35 feet high and made of steel pipes is at the

centre of the northern side of the Jeevananda playing field, and canbesecn

from afar. On these two holidays the organ is placed on the Jeevananda

playing ficlds, near the flag staff.
1

flag post. This is one of the few times the
The family begins to assemble about 5 minutes to 7.00 a.m. We

stand on three sides, facing the

whole family gathers together in one place exceptin the House of prayer.

The instruments are grouped behind the organ. One who is to hoist the

flag is at his post waiting for the last stroke of 7 of the Upparihai

Everything from start to finish is done in orderand in silence, like a well

Oiled machine.
él
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FridayIt is two minutes to 7, but the waiting scems long. Tensionmounts. The minute hand is now at 12. In a few seconds it will beginstriking. It strikes one, two, three. Before the seventh stroke dies out, the
flag goes up themast, and drummer rolls out one, then two short beats onthe drum. Then the other instruments join in playing "Jana Gana Mana",and the children begin waving our national flags. Now all eyes are on the
flag; all ears on the band. When the band starts playing the second time,all join in singing "Jana Gana Mana" together. Now the flag is at the top ofthe post, flying proudly in the wind.
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After the "Jana Gana Mana" one of our senior Annachie readsBible verses. Another prays after the reading. We then join the band insinging "Athi Muthalai'. The ceremony comes to a close with all joiningin praising the Almighty, the dispenser of India's destiny,in saying"Amen, Blessing and Glory". After a short pause the band strikes outamarching hymn, and the family begins dispersing.

en each Sthala p!

This short and impressive ceremony takes only 15 minutes. Ifthese days fall on a Sunday, only the flag is hoisted and there is nogathering. The rest of the day is spent picnicking at the Rest River in theFoothills, or at the nearby Tirukurungudi tank.
At 6.00 p.m. the flag is lowered. Usually the only one present isthe person who lowers the flag! What a contrast between 7.00 a.m. and6.00 p.m.! Perhaps it is symbolic of the world's great empires. They beginwith a flourish, pomp and glory and end with notmany caring for them.
2. EASTER
While Chirstmas begins six or eight weeks before December 25the Easter begins only the day before. The Chirstmas feeling grows andbuilds up slowly in intensity. But the Easter feeling mounts, as it were,with a jump. The holy week atmosphere is not conducive to the slowgrowth of the Easter atmosphere. The choir is an exception, for they have

Actually, the week before the HolyWeek when plans aremadefor theHoly week's events, and aswe hear the Easter song alongwith the
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Good Friday hymns, Easter feelings stir in one, but feebly. But the
Saturday before the Easter is when things begin to move with briskness
and force. The school children practise for the Easter "Dawn service" one
that day. They rehearse the whole procedure to perfection around God's
garden. On that day, people collect flowers for the House of Prayer and
for their homes for Easter day. Kitchens are busy preparing good things
for the Family and there is a bustle about these activities on that day.

Very early on Eastermorningwhen birds begin to chirp, we also

getupwith them, have ourquite time, abath, and puton ourbest clothes.
Then each Sthala proceeds to its allotted place,waiting in silence, except
for Easter greetings, for the "warning bell" from the House of prayer.1

The warning bell is rung at 5.18 a.m. The boys and men gather
four abreast at the moongate nearest to the House of prayer. The proces-
sion moves to the side of the Cassia house and stops. At5.25 the chimes

begin playing a verse of the "Alleluya, Alleluya" hymn and the procession
moves near the crossroads and stops. The assembled sisters fill the whole

of the space of the southern and western crossroads. The boys and men

come from the north road, leaving the eastern road open for the proces-
sion. The choirwhich used to bemen and women, and isnowwomen only,
is all in white. It is stationed to thewest of the gardenmoongate and south

of the path, about a hundred metres from the family gathering at the

crossroad.

When the chimes have finished playing the verse, the leader, in

hisloudest voice, greets the Familywith "The Lord isRisen ". The Family,

500 to 800 strong, responds with, "The Lord is Risen". Then, they join

the leader with the final Alleluya" in Tamil After a few seconds, the

choir, starts singing "Jesus Chirst is Risen today". The Family then

Proceeds to the garden by the easter path, boys and men leading and the

Test of the Family following. When they reach the garden, the boys and

tamarind tree and the others fill the other space.men stand south of the
The choir, after singing "Jesus Chirst is

Risen Today" and "King ofGlo

Blessed", finishing the last two verses or so under the trees.
(or "Thine Be the Glory"), joins the procession singing "Our Dear and
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When the choir has endcd its singing, the whole family joins in
singing, accompanied by percussion instruments. The procession round
the garden starts, with the boys and men leading. Others with the choir
in front a fewmetres from themen, follow them. The processional songs-Paslms 16, Nesapattu 10, "Jesus our Risen Lord". "And when Jesus comes
What Then" are sung by the Family during the procession.

On thi
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zisheld in the H
The procession is a slow one, and if the numbers are great, the

end of it just begins while the front is almost at the tree! Back around the
tree, we sing "Low in theGrave He Lay". At the end of the song, all join the
leader in the "Amen, Blessing and Glory andWisdom". The Dawn service
then closes with the choir, singing "Hush! O Hush!" quietly, reverently,and with feeling. When the singing dies out and is quiet the House of

Boys 11

commun ion scr\

covering the he

prayer chimes begin to play the Easter hymn, and we start leaving the
garden. Nota sound or a whisper is heard.

We have nearly always, had the bright moonlight riding
serencly in the sky on that day, bathing the "Dawn service" in brightmoonlight. The wearing of white, shining in the morning, gives one a
sense of other worldliness. The whole service lasts about 30 minutes,
making a strong and uplifting impression on one's emotion, and givesa feeling of reverence.

Why the Dawn service? Part of the Family is in heaven and theirmortal bodies are laid to rest in God's garden. And we know that theirmortal bodics will rise incorruptible with life irnamortal on our Lord'ssecond coming. How could this be? Jesus Chirst,God's only Son, rose onthe third day, afterdying for our sins, destroying the power ofdeath, asthe first fruitof them that sleep in him. And this resurrection power willraise those that sleep in Him on that last day. During the dawn service,we reaffirm the same mighty truths every year.
To the Family, without the "Dawn service" the Easter is onlypartially celebrated, with a unique part of it missing. To some old boys,the Dawn service is a stronger and deeper reminder of the family thanChirstmas.
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On the first and second Sundays of every month we have
communion service in

first
Those who cannot attend their

service on the Sunday cond Sunday. During the Hol
Week, the first service is held on Holy Thursday. The second is held on
Easter morning, just after the Dawn service, in God's garden. If itis wet,
itis held in the House of Prayer

Boys used to come after the dawn service to prepare for the
communion service. Now sisters do it. Palm leaf mats are spread out,
covering the whole ground, and a table is sct up in the east side. When
everything is ready, the Chimes begin to ring, calling the communicants to
the service. Men occupy the area north of the tree. Women the other
available space, all facing each other. All are under the open sky, the sun

just rising and its rays falling on us, and except for birds singing, all are

quict, making the atmosphere quite different from that in House ofPrayer.

e

e

What an Easter egg is to westerners (to some Indians also) the
sweet rice cake (vivikkam) is to the Family. All other items for the Easter

breakfast can and dochange, but the Vivikkam is a tradition that is not

broken. If it was, something would be amiss in the day's celebration.

The English service is at 9.23 a.m. the Tamil service at 10.40a.m.

and singing at 7.00 p.m. - the same as any other Sundays. But on Easter,

the atmosphere is of Easter. Hymns are Easter Hymns. Messages are

Easter messages. Both the English and Tamil services begin with the

Easter grectings. All instruments are there to make a joyful sound. All

come prepared, the family to sing well, the organist and the instrumen-

talists to play well, and the leader to preach well during the service.

great Truth and Hope of the "Resurrection" with enthusiasm and with

expansive spirit. The spirit of joy pervades the whole day.

Singing service is the last service of the day, and a fitting one. We sing the

Some may say that the emotion and the uplifting feeling and

the Easter celebration have very little to do with the reality of Easter.

Perhaps thisis truc to some extent of thosewho enjoy the celebration only.

But to many, it is the confirmation of their faith and hope in the

Resurrection" and it makes them thank and praise our God. And
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surcly it makes even the indifferent to think about the event and the facts
related to it. And a timemay come when our Father in Hismercy will speak
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Children3. CHRISTMAS :
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It is well said that "Anticipation and the remembrance of any
good thing is half the pleasure, joy, and excitement of thatevent". For
the family, Christmas is an excellent example of this.
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While Easter joy is reverential and subdued, Christmas joy is
lively, exciting, and exuberant. When we hear carol rounds on Christmas
eve and morning, we know the Christmas season has begun. This maystart six or eight weeks before Christmas.

* *+ * * * + * * *

During the 40s and 50s, the main choir consisted of men and
women of the Family. Devasamathanam Annachie, the family leader,Devanesan Annachice, the next leader, and Piria Sittie, the organist, werethe choirmasters. Piria Sittic kept the standard of the choir high, and ithasa high status in the singing world of the Family. The choir sang to Sthalasat Christmas, coloured lights and joy bells preceding them. The Sthalaslooked towards it with hushed anticipation. They also sang two or three
songs outside the House of Prayer on Chirstmas, Easter and other
special occasions at the evening singing services. This for variousreasons was discountinucd in 1961. The sisters only do the Christmas everounds to their own Sthalas.

The main Vanacharbu singing practices were for the children'sChristmas service in the House of Prayer and the Parama Suha Salai
patients Christmas celebration. This may be six or eight weeks beforeChristmas. Practice was held once or twicea week.We had six to twelve
instruments, including organ, violins, clarinct and joy bells. When theorchestra felt that they were ready for combined practice with the singcrs,we practised in the open space in front of a Sthala. But when there were notso many of us we later moved to Suria hall. The children's service songswere given by the service leader, and the PS.S. songs chosen by the leader
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of the orchestra himsclf. Usually, these Practices start in a desultorymanncr, but gradually enthusiasm mounts and everything moves
towards the final with a swin

Children's Christmas service begins at least a month before the
day when the Vanacharbu orchestra begins practising. The whole
programme is typed and sent to all the Sthalas, listing songs and verses to
be recited. The responsibility to practise the recitations of the verses
by the children falls on Accals and Annachics of the sets, supervised by
the Sthala seniors.is

The children's service is on the SundaybeforeChristmas.At7.30
a.m. the organ and other instruments are carted to the House of Prayer by
Vanacharbu boys. They are placed on the north side aisle between the first
and second pillars. The chimes ring at 10.40 a.m. and the House of Prayer
is filled to capacity. The orchestra accompanies all the songs during the
service.

The service starts with a psalm when the children go to the front
to put the thank offering, theirs and the seniors, in the plates. Students,
Jeevananda up to SSLC, stand and recite verses. The kindergarten
children stand in a row, and groupsmade up of twoor three recite verses
ora sentence or even a phrase of a passage. They, standing before all, feel

very important. It is their Day, no doubt. After each passage an

appropriate song is sung, accompanied by the orchestra. For the evening

singing service carols, both English and Tamil, are chosen to suit the

orchestra and the children. They are sung with joy and enthusiasm. The

House of Prayer is full to capacity.
* * * * * * * *

At Christmas, the House of Prayer, Parama Suha Salai, and the

Farms all have their own decorations, each distinctive, giving the

atmosphere of joyous festivencss. For general decora
tions, we have coloured

lights, hung from trees in the compounds and from eaves of houses. The

home decora tions are very personal and the children join in this exciting

actiyj ty Starsare made from various materials, wreaths ofmany colours
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are made of flowers, and coloured papers and tinsels are hung from the
eaves from beam to beam. The decorations seem to grow until Christmas
day. Home decorations begin seven or ten days before Christmas and
then disappear a week after it.

ge pros"

sage
15

singing

had spec}
al rn

* + * * * * * *

he songs, prac
4ay

Christmas, for the Parama Suha Salai patients, is usually
celebrated a week before the 25th. The Parama Suha Salai staff come to
other Sthalas for flowers and decorations. All Parama Suha Salai takes
part in the preparations. They work in their spare time and late into the
nights before the celebrations. Two events stand out on that day. One
the children's singing, verse recitation and message, followed by the
present giving. The second is the singing by the Vanacharbu.

precedence
over ¢

finale of the Paral

The whi

For this day, the children learn verses and songs. Every one of
them wants to have a share in it. TThe Accal in charge chooses the verses,
songs and actions to fit the verses and messages thatwill be given on that
day. Preparations start at least two months before the event. A month
before, she begins selecting the children from classes 2 to 5 to recite the
verses. All children learn the songs. It is hard work as the children are
young and if a child falls ill, another has to take her place on short notice.
But it is an exciting, worthwhile job.

A brother gives the message in the Arokkia Salai and a sister in
the Carunia Salai.

When the time to go to Parama Suha Salat arrives children are
excited, especially when they see all the decorations! The patients and
the staff wait expectantly for their coming. Carunia Salai is the first place
they go to. They recite verses, and songs accompanied with percussion
instruments are sung with appropriate actions. A simple and straight
forward message is then given by a sister. The climax of the function is the
present giving. The doctor gives out each patient's present to one of the
singers. She, with a staff, goes and gives it to the patient who receives it
joyfully.

After Carunia Salai they go to Arokkia Salai, They present the
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same programme, although the verses and the songs are different and the
he is given by one of the brothers Itis happy Christmas for the
1aS

iat
\th

irc

in

children, patients and the staff.
nd

Singing to the Parama Suha Salai, on their Christmascclebration
day had special meaning for the Vanacharbu. It was our own. Choosing
the songs, practising them and organising the whole thing took

precedence over our other Christmas singing activities. It was the grand
finale of the Parama Suha Salai Christmas celebrations.

lly
to

The whole thing has an aura of its own. On that day, the

instruments are carried over and the participants gather at 7.30 in front of
aSthalaand thenmove to Parama Suha Salaiand wait there quietly. After
the gaslamp islitand the instruments tuned we ask our Father's blessing.
Thenwe go in, first to Carunia Salai. The orchestra takes up their positions
first. Then the choir juniors in front and the seniors behind, with red

lantern carriers spread out in front of the singers.

es

he
is
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While waiting for the bells to strike 8.00 we notice that the

Carunia Salai is profusely decorated; golden tecoma wreaths are strung
from pillar to pillar, coloured lights hang from the eaves, and twinkling
coloured bulbs sparkling through green shrubs and flowers. All the

female patients, their relatives,and the Parama Suha Salai staff sit quietly

and expectantly for the programme to begin. The all -male choir in the 50's

he

ce.

and 60's had 100 - 200 men and boys, and in 1980 the last time, there were

only 20! Their voices deep and strong and accompanied by the orchestra,

make a strong impression on the listeners. To give the full gospel we sing

Christmas, Easter and second coming songs The singing is alternated

with Scripture readings, and we close the session with prayer.

ire
nd
ice

We then move on to the new Arokkia Salai, Old Arokkia Salai,

Vandipettai, bus stand hotel and Bethel. In the last seven years or so we

went only to Carunia Salai, Arokkia Salai and Vandipettal. The same

Programme sometimes with slight variations, is enacted in each place

on
rht

he
he

without a bit of enthusiasm diminishing}
it

Finally we come to the starting place to thank our Father. If itis
he
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raining or too damp, we sing from the varandhas. Parama Suha Salaistaff,
considerate to us their brothers, have strong, tasty hot ginger brew ready
forus, which the doctors and staff serve us after our one tooneand a half

A fortn

Jook out
for a

hour programme. It is refreshing and enjoyable, and a fitting close to
the whole programme.

douteven

Christmas
tree. (

The Christmasmorning rounds were done separately, women to
their Sthala and men to theirs. Each group had their own programme.Sunthira sang to the head of the compound, to the Vanacharbu kitchen,
and to Bethel when Rajappan Annachie was there. The seniors pro-
gramme was more varied. They got up at 4.30 a.m. Before starting, we
asked our Father's blessing, and a verse or two were sung to clear our
throats. When satisfied, we about 100 -120 in the 60's to only 20 in 1980,
started the rounds - juniors in front, seniors behind and joy bells and gas
lamps between the two. The coloured lantern carriers lead the procession
and, reaching the place, spread out in front of the Sthala, holding the
lanterns above their heads. When everythingwas ready, thejoy bells rangout the chimes. When the bells stopped chiming, two or three carols were
sung, accompanicd by violins or flutes or piano accordion. If it rained we
went out without instruments, singing carols by heart. First we caroled to
the family leader, living in Aruna Sthala, then to Athava, Sunthira,
Tharisana, Sthothira, Vistara, Parama Suha Salai (Sirappan Annachie),Bethel and to the west and east farms.. The last two we sang from
Keerthanai and Ananda Geetham in full volume. At the end of the carol

House of Pra

pyful anticipatic

and the tree cut

then filled with

rounds the leader closed the time in the east farm with thanks to our
Father and all dispersed quictly to our homes.

The easter atmosphere, though joyous, is quiet. The wearing ofwhite by the family seems to enhance it. Christmas, on the other hand, hasan exciting, exuberant atmosphere. Though wearing their best, the men
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yousmostofthem flittin here -d there in the compounds The Carol sj r

same person may wear different sarces at various functions on the same Theday! This gives the day the bright splash of colour and accentuates the theWeSt (bull
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excitement and exuberance of the atmosphere

A fortnight before Christmas, an Annachic and a few workmen
jook out for a tree! That tree must be Straight and tall, with branches

spread outevenly onevery side. Casuarinais the tree chosen for the Family
Christmas tree. On the morning of the 24th it is cut down and brought to
the House of Prayer in a bandy with acementtub. Children gaze at it with

joyful anticipation. The tub is placed in the middle of the House of Prayer
and the tree cut, and pruned to the right size, is placed in the tub and
then filled with sand and the outside draped witha matching coloured
cloth. Hidden wires are fastened from the 15 - 20 feet tree to the beams

tokeepit steady. Then the electricians arrange coloured bulbs on the tree

from top to bottom. They also hang red bulbs from the tower on three of

the outside walls. All the main lights are draped with beautiful, pale

orange tissue paper. The final decorations are done by the sisters.
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By 6.15 p.m. on Christmas Eve, there is an atmosphere of

expectancy throughout the Family. Itis dusk. Each Sthala and cach home

has its own decorations and coloured lights. The Family coming from all
8

sides of the House ofPrayer enjoys the sight. From a distance, they see the

red lightshanging from the tower of the House of Prayer. Before entering

theHouse of Prayer,one's eyes aredrawn toa sight thatmakes one's heart

beat a little bit faster. The main lights are off and the Christmas tree lights

are on, making the whole tree sparkling with coloured lights and

enhancing the beauty of the other decorations.
Now the House of Prayer

becomes alive and the atmosphere is festive: Children coming in gasp at

a,

),

ir
the sight, and their shining eyes are riveted to the tree.

before the ringing of the chimes and sits around the tree, children with

their coloured flags in front and grown-upsbehind.Justbefore
the carol

Singingbegins, themain lights are switched on, giving enough light toread

but not so bright as to dim the Christmas tree. Then there is 45 minutes of

joyous carol singing round the Christmas tree.

The chimes ring at 6.50 p.m Ithoughmost of the Family comes

hristmas, extra activities
can be

stmas, cobwebs are
seen in both

The week before
the West (bullocks) and East (dairy) farms. For Chriie

ie
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brushed off, the buildings are swept and tidied, and floors given an extra

scrubbing and cleaning. New, clean, white sand is spread over the

surrounding space. The fresh green grass is cut, making it look like

beautiful lawn. Cattle also are given their Christmas scrubbing and

washed, and look fresh and clean. Perhaps the cattle know it is Christmas

and their special day, for they rarely misbehave on that day! On the

24th and on the early morning of the 25th the farms are decorated with

banana trees, and elephant grass and flowers. The whole place has a

festive look. If it was not for the cattle, seeing the farms on the day, one

would have thought, that some fine festival was going on with high
functionaries participating.
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for God's wonder

Christmas day! What "dawn service" is to Easter, the "Farm

Service" is to Christmas. At 7.30 a.m. onc can see the sisters in their bright
coloured dresses coming from the west via Tharisana Sthala to the east

farm, there is always a crowd of outsiders to see the sight. Going through
the banana tree archway, we come to a rectangle space, south of the

buildingwhere every group stands in their respective place the leader and

the joybells are in thewest. At8.45, at the signal from the leader the joybells

begin playing the chimes. When it ends, the service begins by the leader

is, of course, cente

ith happy, uplit

announcing the song. At the close, verses are read by a senior Annachie .

and another one prays after the reading. When the next song is sung, we

all go in procession to the west farm, men and boys leading.

By this time the group outside has grown bigger to see the

procession, and sometimes it had to be kept in order with a firm hand. We

sing, accompanied by percussion instruments as the procession slowly
moves to the west farm. Men and boys stand at the north of the square,
(East of the office, facing south, and sisters at the east, facing west, the

cattle shed, and women visitors at south, facing north. When all have

come, the leader announces the song. After this song, a scripture passage
is read and a short Christmasmessage given usually by the one in charge
of the West farm. Again a song is announced and sung. (All songs are

accompanied by instruments). Finally, the farm service closes by all

joining in the mighty "Amen and Blessing". Sisters and women guests
leave first and men and boys quietly follow after them. This "Farm
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Service" is a praise and worship service. And whata setting! Noone in the.
a

amily ever misses it, if she or he can hel ite

+ * bg * % * * ¥

The Christmas service is the Central part of the "Day". The
House of Prayer, with the Christmas tree in the centre is decorated with

many kinds of flowers and creepers, looking verybeautiful.Chimesringat
955a.m.Thewhole atmosphere, though reverent, is festive. The House

of Prayer is packed to capacity. The hymns are well known favourites,

stirring one's emotions, uplifting one's heart in praise and thanksgiving
for God's wonderful Gift of gifts, His only beloved Son. The message

is, of course, centered on God's love for us. We leave the House of Prayer

with happy, uplifted, thankful, and grateful hearts.

a a ad+

The highlight of Christmas is the present giving. All are agog

with excitement. In October, presents for each are decided or chosen and

bought. Then comes the wrapping of the presents for each individual in

the Family. Each packet is beautifully done in coloured paper, and tied

e

with coloured ribbons. They are then divided according to Sthalas and

each is put in separate receptacles. This is done by Sitties
and Accals in

the Christmas room, from whence a swect smell emits, intimating that

the Christmas season is on.

The present giving takes place on the eastern side of the

Upparihai, the clock tower. By that time themonsoon is nearly over, trees

making them into one long table. They are put on the eastern side of

Upparihai and front of it. Presents are then brought from the Christmas

room and arranged according to Sthalas on the table. Sweet smell

pervades the whole place.

and grass are fresh and green. Coloured cloths are spread over the tables,

ments are made for the

tables, and a few chairsWhile this is going on, seating arrange

Family. On the 24th at Vanacharbu school desks,
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are stacked according to their heights on the senior school southern

verandah. The Jeevananadadesksare
stacked initseasternmost room.
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25th, all these are taken out and put there east of Upparrihai, 3 rows on

each side. Palmyra mats are then laid in front of the desks to siton. When

everything is finished, all leave the place, except Kaval. This is done at

3 p.m. by one of the senior students from Kathirava with the Sthala

Annachie.
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The last

At 5.20 p.m, the sisters begin arriving in their multicoloured
clothes. Brothers begin arriving at5.35 p.m. The setting is perfect for the

present giving. Upparihai on the west of the square, tall and benignly
look on the Family of 500 - 904. The sun sinking in the west, spreading its

bright glow on the whole scene, makes the velvety green of the grassmore

und the Chrisin

Ising!

orthe whole
week

season for the vca

warming ONC » hea
beautiful and the multicoloured dresses of the sisters more vivid and

arresting.

At 5.45 p.m. the leader blows the whistle or rings the bell,

announcing the beginning of the Present Giving. He reads out the names
of each one of the Family at a time, and the children of that house, too
excited to walk, run to get their presents from Accals or Sittics who gives
each onc his or her present. Then the toddlers taken by their elder sisters,
go to get their presents for themselves. They return laughing and

smiling, and the toddlers tumbling in their excitement, to get to their
Accals. When back, they walk or run around showing their presents to

their Accals and friends.

The seniors do not walk, and certainly do not run, to receive
their presents. They have their dignity to keep! But they are not exempt
from the excitement and joy of the occasion. Excited children bring them
their presents. They show their presents to their freinds and others by
passing them around, and not byrunning fromone person to another like
the excited youngsters. There is laughter, and continuous lively talking,
and if anything humourous happens, it brings peals of laughter! The leader
has to blow the whistle often to quicten them. But it is hard to contain the
excitement of the time.

The whole affair takes a little less than an hour. The happy
gathering ends by our giving thanks to our loving Father and to our
friends, who make this possible. Dispersing is just as noisy, with laughter
and talk. The Kathirava seniors stay behind and put the desks and tables
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pack in their FOOMS. The place is now empty, but the family takes with
the joy and the excitement of the day, and the memory lingers forthem

many days afterwards
* * * * * * * *

The last event of Christmas Day is the final Family gathering
the Christmas tree at 6.45 p.m. for the 45 minutes joyous soulround
carol singing. At? p.m. which have been playing carolsstirring

and night, play the last carol of the

season for the year! But the remembrance of Christmas

warming one's heart for many days.
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X
SERVING

D.Dwight Eisenhower, Commander in chief of the Allied forces

on the western front from 1944 -45, and later USA President, wrote when

he joined West Point, "From here on it would be the nation I would be

serving, not mysclf."

NAMES AND
INE

Hellen Bradsha

1. The Family :
2, Alec Amot - Fé

From the mid thirties to mid sixties men served the Family in

many departments and in many ways. The most important was the

bringing up of the boys. Many of them were also teachers in our school,
and others worked in Parama Suha Salai as nurses, laboratory
technicians, and ward boys. Others worked in the workshops, gardens,
farms, sewing room, offices and did binding and hair cutting. In these

departmentsmany workcd as full timers and a few as part time workcrs.

3. Mrs. Gwen Art

There were five to cightmissionaricsworking in these departments along
with us.

2.India:

Now (1984) there are a fewmen still with the Family. Butmost of
them are scattered all over India and overseas. They are nearly in every
profession. Many have done well in theworld and somearc in responsible
positions. Many are serving the Lord in doing their jobs and in their free
time, the Lord's work. Some are doing full time work for the Lord. One of
them said to me, "Whenever you hear of anyone of us doing well and
serving the Lord it is you and the Family doing these through us. "As we
are sad to hear of the failure of some, weare happy to hear of those who are

doing well and are serving the Lord and the people. We need more men to
serve the Lord in India and also the Family.

May our Fatherand Lord bless each brother and sister scattered
all over India and the world.
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XI
MISSIONARIES

NAMES AND INFORMATION

1. Hellen Bradshaw - Cheltiam

2, Alec Arnot - Farmer Scot

3, Mrs. Gwen Arnot

4. Stephen Neil- Cant,Bishop
in Tirunelveli

5. Ronald Procter

6. Godfrey Web-Peploe,MA Cant.

7. Murray Web-Peploe, Dr.MD:

Capt, MC

8. John Edward Risk - Ex-navy

9. Norman Robert Burns - Rugby
Blue, Australia

10.Philip Cuthbert England
(BE UK USA)

11Jan Gill - Cant Major

12.Evans Hopkins - Cant.Rev

13.Godfrey Howell - Farmer,
Australia

14.Betram Bardoe - Cant.Rev-Capt

15 Jack Yeoman Trehane - Cantab

TAMIL NAMES AND
DEPARTMENTS

Premalu Sittic

Menside (VQ)

Inba Sittic

(VC Teacher)
Menside

Mechanic

Devasamathanam (VC DF)5,

Devamitthiran (PSS DF)S.

Devanesan (VC DF)

Tholan (Agri, farm, VC

DF)of

Sirappan
(Workshop, Office, DP)e

Aran (VC)

Venthan (VC, Building)

Devastira (Farm &

agriculture)

Devathondan (PSS, Workshop)

Thyahan (VC)
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16.Philip Berthoud.Wood work Swiss

17.Terence Addenbrooke Captain

18.Angus I Kinnear - Cant. Dr

19.Claud Wavre - Mech. Swiss

20.David Watson - Cant.Captain

21.Jim Melville. Dr

22.Haris Simmons.Rev.Australia

23.G.Roland S.Taylor Dr.FRCS,
Major

24.Marc Golay. Watch Maker.Swiss

25.G.R.Benjamin Walkey Dr.FRCS.

Capt
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Theeran (Workshop)

Tiral (PSS VC)

Dayascclan (PSS, VC)

Vibaharan (TSS)

Shafra (VC)

Deenabandhu (PSS)

Vettriventhan (VC)

Kaithunai (PSS)

Markabandhu (Watchmakcr)

Jayascharan (PSS)
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This is an intensely practical book, which not only faces the

difficulties and problems of daily life in a boys' home, but also

describes the joys and opportunitieswhich are found on theway.

It also explains how lives can bemoiilded in conformity with the

pattern set by Christ.
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