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, s SOME DISTURBING TRUTHS :
(A Brief Spot Investigation Report by WAYANAD PRAKRUTHI SAMRAKSHANA SAMITHI )

{1he Wayanad Prakruti Sumrakshana Samithi, since its inception nearly three decades ago,
* stood firmly with the Adivasis in all their struggles and fully supported their struggle to regain
 dlienated land, The Samithi still hold the same views and follow the same firm stand that the
alienated land of tribals should be regained, and, if not possible lundless Adivasis should be
setiled on lands near tv their homesteads, whick could be acquired by the government and
!zmzded aver to them.} : '

January 24, 2003: Muthanga \-‘v‘"iid.i.e Sanctamrv. Sulthan Bathery, Ws

The Samithi members became aware of the inva asion of the Waya anad Wildlife Sanctuary
(Muthanga) by a group of Adivasis led by Ms. C K Janu, on the next day after they eniered the
Reserve Forest and started setting up -makeshift tents in three localities. i'ou,av it is the 20 th day
of the illegal occupation of Sanctuary land by this gropp of Adivasis. There are nearly 500
5is in the makeshift « camps After careful analysis of the politics, hmorw and the back stage
i on with the illegal occupation of Forest land of the Wildlife area by Ms CK
nithi v sued press statements and conducted a Press Conference at Calicut on
anuary 22 and d 1) .nnd d the Adivasis to vacate the pristine and young n:
vernment of Kerala to remove them from the Forest i’mfl

: overnment to provide them land. near 1o the Adivasi sett h,jrwn“ through
auqmsftmn or ¢ 'tnu means,

We arc awarc that the Samithi's demand f!'I removal of the invaders from h\: Wﬂdli: Sanctuary
might ba\’:’: cre icd some wron g impression among some people, because of the partial
mtmrn‘xt tion of the Samithi's position they heard from this or tha at source. This is to correct the
record and teil all o i you some numfd truths about the ‘Adivasi invasion of the Wayanad Wildlif

We had our own doubts about the so-called agreement made be etween Adi\-fasi'("im‘ma Nahasabha
leader Ms. C K Janu and the Chief Minister Mr A K Antony, after a prolonged, "stage-managed"
struggle conducted by Ms Janu and a group of "paid” wmméma at f ivandrum. Our doubts are
based on the true facts of the struggle and its outcome. -We have supported the struggle for
restoration of alienafed tribal land conducted by Dr Nalla Thampi Téma in the courts and alse
other earlier agitations, including those conducted earlier by Ms. Janu. But, the sudden twist in
the talc happened at Tri mmgmm lcarly proved some under-table deals and involvement of some
powerful lobbies like z’ Lic 1ich mierants from Travancore, Plantation groups and the Keligious
Groups and foreign-fi -funde } NGOs. The Agreement was a ieal selling of the Adivasi cause when
compared to Adivasi struggles happening around the world (in more than 100 localities inciud ing
North Dakota, USA, Torrcs Straits, Australia, Siberia, Russia, Andaman Islands, Imlm) because




nowhere in fhe World thicic 18 4 detmana for atternative land foralienated land." Alienated land is
basically land grabbed-that is equal to robbery. Instead of the robbed land, the victim agree to
accept land "somewhere"! This is a legal fiction and practical idiocy. This is what happened at

Trivandrum. The naturs of enforceability of the agreement was not openly stated by the parties,

Ms Janu and Mr A K Antony. There are only wild media statemer
Mr Geethanandan and Mr A K Antony and other political party leader
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1. The real terms of the

Agreement was not clear. 3. T ;

the agitation in front of the Secretariat. 4. The presence o "~ vested intere

Groups, Powerful Plantation lobby, the out of the way backing of the agitation by med
organizations like Malayala Manorama and Mathrubhoomi 5. The exiravagant "celebrartion" of
the agitation sptnding huge amount of moncy. : v

Even after discounting all our doubts, we were fully supportive of the so-called "victorv"- that a
publicly made promise to give five acres of land each to landless tribal people emanated. But, the
real games played by the parties involved became clear soon. It is to be mentioned here clearly-at
no stage of the agitation for restoration of alienated land, Ms C K Janu and her group impl '
themselves in the cases pending in the courts, including at the High Cowrt and Supreme Courl
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filed by Dr Nalla Thampi Thera. Due to this dubious stand by Ms C K Janu, many activists who
supported her earlier backed off from supporting the agitation which culminated in "five acre .

promise” .
Within weeks after the "fiver acre promise”, it became clear that the interests of the UDF
~ government, its leaders and Ms C K Janu's interests arc merging togtther. There was no talk
-about settling the landless at their own localities through acquisition of necessary land. There is
sufficient land available in various project areas (such as Karapuzha and Banasurasagar) and
there are huge areas of land occupied by big plantation. companies , big landlords and religious
organizations, and including somc promincnt political party lcaders of both the UDF, the LDF
and BIP (For eg: Kuppamudi Estate with legal iitle for nearly 300 acres but holding around 800
acres and now housing a high cost, pleasure resort). In addition, if the government and Ms Janu
are genuine in their efforts, the government should have acquired sufficient lands in tribal belts
and handed over to tribal people (as they are doing for development activities and as they ale
going to do through the Global Investors Meet proposals). The claim of Ms Janu that the
government cheated her seems to be just media biuff, as the SC and ST minister has been
personally meeting her at Wayanad and other places many a time in the recent past. Even there
was a conflict within the Wayanad Congress Commitee regarding this issue and a prominent
tribal Congress leader alleged that the SC and ST minister has been sharing his ill-gotten money
with Ms Janu and not acting according to the direction of the party (However, we are unable to
verifv this, except.the fact that a local journalist who witnessed the quancl between the Congress
~feader-and The minisier, happened at the house of another Congress leader, vouched for its ..
truthfulness. This was not reported in the media apparently because they influenced those who *
witnessed the quarrel.) . : ‘ = e




There was no organized invasion of Reserve Forest Land, especially in Malabar and definitely m
Wayanad, after they were reserved in 1820 by the Colonial Rulers. Migrant Fammers occupicd
vested forests, revenue land and devaswam lands. This invasion by Ms CK Janu's group will
completely discredit the Adivasis and they had lost their reputation as protectors of forests and

gained the bad reputation as reserve forest encroachers. For the first time history, Adivasis
were converted to forest encroachers and group ¢riminals. Thanks to Ms Janu.

It is suspected that total fragmentation, deculturation and further impoverishment and making
them fodder for those who are out {0 “2dd souls" to their creeds and those who are out to grab

destitutes land seems to be the motives. There is clear connivance of the Chief Minister MrAK
Antony, SC and ST Minister Dr. M A Kuttappan and Forest Minister K Sudhakaran, as Dr
Kuttappan's personal secrefary visited Ms Janu twice in the camp during the last 20 days and the
Forest Higher officials and the Chief Minister remain mum during thé last 20 days despite a clear
criminal actica was staged by a group of peopie inside a Sanciuary with high protection unds
addition, this will facilitate poachers, forcst mafia and all other kind of vested intercsts,

the powerful migranis and plantation Jobby to lay claim over Reserve forests. Most of

3 ceshift tents inside the Sanctuary are from far away places hike

avady, Thirunelly and most of them arc having ration cards and houscs in those arcas. In

some of i ed that they are "paid” for the hard life inside the Sanctuary arca

ecially Elephant paths. Water is available nearly three kms away.

of Wildlife-Human conflict in the periphery of the Sanctuary and

iiteoat-invasion by Ms Janu's te the situation. The camp members arc

’ fivers which has been converted 1o natuial

00. The camp members are using

: i 5. This shows that the tribals led

K Janu tv and affection towards the forests. As they arc putting

nate fircs to clear th < is a scverc threat of cruption oI MassIve forest firc as
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\is Janu helped lock the survival of ncarly 300 tribal

ies in the periphery of the Sanctuary. The Society leaders file complaint with the
visional Forest Officer, Sulthan Bathery statmg the fact that Ms Janu and her men act as i

I
ne ruict.




important as there was- offer of limitless land for industries and dangerous ivities like Golf
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before embarking on land acquisition for new de
( We don't support the anti-people and anti-

Mect such as Golf Tourism Projects, and highly dangerous projc

and Hill Highway).

For Special Attention

Ms. C. K. Janu and her Gothrasabha made the agreement for
landgrant with Mr. A. K. Antony(Chief Minister) and Dr. Kuttappan (SC &
ST Minister), and not with the elephant and other wild life of Wayanad
Wildlife Sanctuary. Ms. C. K. Janu and her Gothrasabha have no right to
occupy the habitat of wildbeings as they too have the right for life. As
elephant and other wildbeings have no voice and no ‘sponsers’. We
decided to be their voice too.
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