ia)y
¥4 Blockley

January 5 1993#

Dear Aasheesh,

I am suprised that you are suprised that I suprised you
with a letter, so hopefully this one will not come as a
suprise!

Regarding the IOC in Vienna, the registration fee alone
is 4000 Austrian shillings (about £215), if paid before May
31; thereafter it rises to 5000 AS. However, reduced rates
are available, and "ornithologists from developing
countries" will be given special consideration, but you
should apply soon to be considered for these. Whether you
can apply as an NGO observer representing the OSI might be
worth discussing with Futehally.

An application for reduced rates and/or travel and
accomodation assistance must be accompanied by:

= a brief curriculum vitae,

- a statement of the applicant's scientific cont-
ribution to the congress,

- two letters of recommendation,

- an estimate of the money needed for the applicant to
attend the congress. "It is important here to include one's
~own financial contribution as well as any other possible
financing".

Dr.Asha Saklani suggested at the Bangalore seminar that
an OSI delegation might be put together and this would
undoubtedly help in raising some outside finance for your
trip. I am trying to get the Trust for Oriental Ornithology
to pay my registration fee.

Enclosed 1is an out-dated draft of Tim Inskipp's
'Bibliography of Indian birds'. The current draft has 4680
entries! You may find it useful, and if so you can write to
Tim and ask him for a current version; he also has it on
disk.

The paper I mentioned is:

Thiollay,J-M. (1993) Response of a raptor community to
shrinking area and degradation of tropical rain forest in
the South Western Ghats (India). Ecography,16:97-110.

The reason I suggested a species-specific index is
because your own work in many ways duplicates that of Tim
Inskipp. Sure it will involve an enormous amount of work,
but will be that more useful as a result. If this South
Asian bird project gets sufficient funding, say for a
clerical data entry person, do you know if someone suitable
can be found in Hyderabad, and if so, would you be
interested in having them work with you on such an index?

4/wf/u7/\7 7m and 7ow /fé»m/éf afl Fe

best m 1%
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\ [T Blockley

15.2.94

Dear Aasheesh,

Thanks for your letter of the 24th. I have been unable
to get anyone to pay for my visit to the IOC in Vienna so it
is rather a relief that you have decided not to go either.
However, we will probably go over to Austria anyway just for
a holiday and it is a pity you cannot come to Europe at all,
IOC or no IOC. Perhaps some time in the future.

The area of Thiollay's study was west of Shimoga,
around Kogar, and further south inland from Mangalore.

I agree with Futehally and Sridar that we cannot go on
endlessly making adjustments to the Indian bird list. We
should confine ourselves to changes directly relevant to the
booklet we published. For example I have added 3 new species
to the list already this year, based on published records,
and there are half-a-dozen others I know of that have yet to
be published; and this is without considering changes in
taxonomy that effect the India list. Incidentally, Sibley &
Monroe is increasingly coming in for criticism, for example
in the current issue of Ikis where Mayr & Bock, arguing for
consistent classification, make remarks like "regardless of
how good the taxonomic decisions may be..., the great
majority of them are not based on published investigations",
and "the classification proposed and the sequence based on
it are provisional and full of uncertainties". We have as a
result completely revised the Oriental list for the TOO

Handbook project to conform with a modified Wetmore sequence
rather than S&M.

If we are to publish a note in Newsletter for
Birdwatchers we should add two paras to the introduction -

: : b :
"It was ng%g;)our intention to provide an updated Tist-

of species occurring in the region, but rather to compare |

[ new and old names. The former task is never-ending, and no-

| sooner is a list published than it is out-of-date../ This
article therefore only refers to—the booklet published by
OSI and corrects some of the statements made in the light of
the publication of the Supplement. We have not included
subsequent additions to the species 1list, nor taxonomic
alterations from other socurces."




"We should emphasise that both the nomenclature and the
classification and sequence of Sibley & Monroe's work is
provisional. Neither has yet been permanently accepted, and
it is possible some of it may never be."

also, from my list the following should definitely not
be included in any published article:

the term 'my error' in some entries
— Moluccan Scops Owl
pP.17 the spelling mistake is a valid comment but the
square bracket below should be deleted
— White-eyed Gull
Mt of me=Black Noddy
& ‘p.62 5719, 1580 [the evidence has just been
)yfpublished and no.1580 is considered invalid, but this is not
'noted in Sibley & Monroe and therefore is not relevant to
_the booklet]
‘%/such expressions as 'thank goodness' p.62

A
o A e pAn
ST AN

M- e

If you make these changes and still wish to submit it
to Futehally please send me a draft before doing:so. I'l]l be
in India from March 24 - April 29.

Hope you are all well.

éégﬁ’é 55/a/¢/ié/§/




RASHEESH PITTIE
14-7-370 Begue Bazaar, Hyderabad - 300 012. India. Phone : R:356B3 / 0:43264.

REF2 Your: Dt. 18.2.9:4.
Mine: GEN/L/94.

March &, 1994

Mr. éandrew BEobertson
2 8t. Georges Terrace
Blockley
Moreton—-in-Marsh
GLOS. GLESG 99BN

UNITED KINGDOM

Dear Andrew,
Enclosed i1is a draft of the paper on ervata, additions and com-
ments  on the Nomenclature booklet. Please make the necessary

corvrections and return it, soa that I can mail 1t to Sridbhar.

I have included almost all the birds from youwr earlier Lot

5.1.94 3, except those which you have specifically mentioned, not
to (vide your above letter), and also those whose distribution is
mentioned as doubtful in the sub-continent by Ripley also. I  do
not feel it necessary that we should repeat (whether to emphasize
or otherwise) what Ripley has already stated.

I do not know whether "author!s error' should be mentioned at all
in the text, when we are correcting something.

Why is Hyderabad not on your ditinerary to India? Can you sgueeze

in a day for birding? We'd be glad to take you out!

Best wishes to all,

encl: as above.




NOMENCLATURE OF BIRDS OF THE INDIAN SURCONTINENT.
A review of some changes taking place.
Ervrata, additions and some comments.

By: andrew FEobertson & Aasheesh FPittie

When we compiled the "Nomenclature’ booklet, we did not intend to
provide an updated list of species ooccuwrring in the region, but
rather to compare new and old names. The former task is never—
ending, and no sooner 18 a list published than it is out-of-date.

This article therefore only refers to the booklet published by
081 and corrects some of the statements made in the light of the
publicaticon of & Supplement to Distribution and Taxonommy of
Rirds of the World, which appeared in 1993, It contained both
covrrections to the original text as well as subsequent changes in
taxonomy. :

Some of these changes are listed below, though we have not in-

cluded subseguent additions to the species list, nor taxonomic
alteraticons from other souroces.

We shouwld emphasise that both the nomenclature and the oclassifi-
cation and sequence of Sibley & Monroe’s work is provisional.
Neither has yet been permanently accepted, and it is8 possible
gome of 1t may never be.

p.4 835,86 — delete "83"

aa o= acich NHE"

[Ljankowskii is a race of the Tundra Swan not of the Whooper
Buwan. 1

pe. - dinsert between nos. B4 and 79s

A Bean Goose fnser fabaliz"

Lowviginally excluded as only hypothetical, there have been
several recent reports of this species in  Nepal, tentatively
referred to the race rossices, but there is as yet no evidence
that the race piddendorffi ocours.ld

p.8 83la Black Woodpecker Dryocaopus partius
Lthe ccocurvence of this species is conjectural, though there
ig a possible sight record from Bengal in JBMHS, 88c1i:112.1

p.8 -~ insert between nos. 812,813 and 808:

" Laced Woodpecker P. yittatus!

Lthere is a record of this species baving been obtained in
Bangl adesh in 1958, Add to the list on p.85:

"LACED  WOODFECEER: PFaynter, FH.é. 19700 Hall. FeBaE ]
90: 3189, ]

pelf 619623 and 634 - merge together:




5

"Ele-eEd Collared Scops Owl Q. batkamosna
Cthe 1993 Supplement calls for 0. lempiji to be treated as
conspeci fio.

- B3R shouwld be . castapanotun
Cthough Marshall has confirmed to me (pers. comm.) that this
is  probably a valid species no one has yet published the evi-
In fact, in the most recent publication on the subject -~
THEE. = shiall & Fing list it as a sub-species of . radietun.
In the 1993 Supplement it is still listed as a species. ]

Pew? S50 - delete "451"

i Yellowlegged Gull Larus cachinnans

- delete "#" and add "451Y

Cthere has been considerable revision in this group which
remainsg fluid. The race heuglini no. 450 is considered by some to
be part of L. fuscus, in which case L. argentatusr would be re-
moved from the list, but while recognising the uncertainty the
Supplement retains it under L. argentatus.]

p.29 134 Rlackeared Kite Milvas Iineatus
Cthough 1293 Supplement continues to accept this as a sepa—
rate species many authorities rvegard it as a race of M. wigrans.]

pe.d31 194 Eastern Marsh Harrier Circus spilonotus
Cthere remains disagreement as to whether this should be
considered a separate species.l

p.32 168 - delete lower line:

"Eurasian Tawny Eagle e vindhiana o

Cthe 1993 Supplement accepts that the race vindhiarae is a
subspecies of 4. rapeyx, therefore no change in name is  involved
for no. 168 thouwgh it remains separate from no. 169, Bee Clark,
W.5. 192y The taxonomy of Steppe  and Tawny Eagles. Bull.
Bt il Zta) s 150157 ]

fraocd 220 -~ delete lower line and replace withs

"dmur Faloon Fo amurensis"

Cavthor?s ervrors: Subley & Monvroe treated this as a separate
species rather than a race of F. vesperéinus.

p.33 209-211 -~ change numbeyr to read "209,211" and add new entry:
] Barbary Falcon Falco pelegrinoides  $°
Cauthor's ervor: Sibley & Monvoe treated this as a separate

gpecies, including the race babylonicus.]

p.3 Z8Ba -~ the corvect spelling is pyomeus.
Choth Ripley and Sibley & Monroe use pyorpasgs  but 1993
Supplement points out that this is not the original spelling.]

P 37 Furple Heron Ardea purpurea
—~ acde 37al

Cauthor’s ervarld.

e - add lower line:s




"Black Bittern Dupetor flavicollis"
L1993 Supplement prefers Pupetor to Ixobrychus.]

P37 HO = delete lower lines

"Christmas Frigatebird Fo. andrewsi”

L1993 Bupplement reverts to including the term 7 Island!? in
the common name, and though they prefer Frigatebirvrd as a single
ward  there is no substantial difference to Ripley’s usage. The
acocurrence of the species in the region remains doubt ful. ]

p.3iL 13 ~ lower line should read:

"Mascarene Fetbtrel Piteraodraope aterrina

L1933 Bupplement includes the genus Fseudobulweria in Ftero-
dy oma. Fecent research has shown that the species was misidenti-
fied in the past, and in fact probably does not occuwr  in our
vegiar. d

Cthere are several additional species in the Frocellariif-—
ormes  for the Indian region and a paper is being written on  the
gvotp . 3

p-38 8B — : add lower line :
"Mangrove Fitta RPitta megarbyncha #"

Lauthor?s errors Sibley & Monroe treated this as a separate

Specles. J

P39 EOFSALTEIIDAE: Australasian Raobins

- delete section and transfer no. 1448,1449 to p. 48  and
insert between no. 1447 and no. 1642 L1993 Supplement places
Calicicapa ceylonensis back in MUBCICAFIDAE. ]

p.gl 1035, 10537 Jungle Crow Carvas levaillanti
fits separate status is the subject of dispute.l

- delete lower line.
supplement reverts to the name Tickell's Thrush and
there is therefore no variation from REipley’s usage. ]

pe.dt 1767 Redwing Turdus 1liagcus
[Roberts (1992) disallows any record from Pakistan so  its
coourrence in the region needs confirmation. ]

p.d6 ~ insert between nos. 1410 and 1418:

"k Yellowrumped Flycatcher Ficedula zanthopygia"

Cthe 2 in India has been reported.
Add to list on p. 852

"YELLOWRUMFED FLYCATCHERE: Haribal, M. ¢1931) JENHS. 88 (3) @
456-7. 1

p.a8 1434 - in lower line delete "Blue".
L1993 Supplement prefers the name Whitetailed Flycatcher.]

p.30 1696-1698 - replace no. with "1695-1698"
1695 - delete entry.
L1993 Supplement treats 5. mpaure as conspecific,]




p.Ed 1798 -~ in lower line change common name tos
"Whitenaped Tit".
L1993 Supplement prefers this name. ]

P.G7 1123,1124 ~ delete "1124" and transfer to next entry.

Lgome authorities do not accept the splitting of P. leucoge-
nys but Sibley & Monvoe dog the vrace bured no. 1124 should there—
fore have been included under P. Isucogenys rather than P. leuco-
tis fauthor’s errar) though its status reguires investigation. )

p.60 1484 - in lower line replace robustipes with agcanthizoides,
and delete "#'",

L1993 Supplement accepts that the specific name robustipes
was misapplied.

P60 1548 - add lower line:
"Common Grasshopper Warbler Lo nasvia"
Echange to common name in 1993 Supplement. ]

P.60 15432, 1548 ~ delete lower line.
Cno difference in common name in 1993 Supplement. ]

p.ED ~ insert between nos. 1495 and 1555:
g Sedge Warbler Acrocephaelus schoenobasnus"
Ltwo specimens were mist-netted and ringed in Ladakh in
1981. Add te list an p. 858
"SEDGEE WARBLER: Williams, C. & Delaney, 8. (1986) Migration

through the northwest Himalayas. part 2 Bull. O.B.C., Srlil-

add no. Y1554
-~ delete entry
L2993 Supplement accepts A.orientaelis as a subspecies of
Heagrandinaceds. ]

delete no. 1563, and create new entry:
Booted Warbler H. caligata
Gykes's Warbler H. ramna &
£1992 SBupplement splits these into two separate species.
This split seems to be accepted.]

p.61 1574, 1573 ~ change nos. to read "1574-15%76"

1876 - delete entry

L1993 Supplement considers sindienus to be a subspecies of
P. collybita. ]

p.bk 1594~-1596 - change no. to "1594, 1595" and change lower line
Lo read:

"Falerumped Warbler F. ehloronotus"

C19932 Supplement accepts the split in P. proregulus proposed
by Alstrom % Olsson (1990); they do not accept the validity of
the race rnewioni no. 1596, 1

ol 1]

pe.bz 1602-1604 — change nos. to "1602-1605




P62 60N - delete entry
laccording to 1993 Supplement P. nitidous should be consid-—
ered a race of P. trochiloides.

p.63 1616—1619 - in lower line corvect spelling to:
. . xanthoschistns®
=3

[Sibley & Monrce's spelling of the species name was a btypo. ]

p.&8 12971289 - vreplace nos. with 1298 12399

[no. 1297 the vrace paxipus is treated as a separate
by Sibley % Monros but in fact there is no firm evidenoce for its
cozcurvence in the region.d

p-B&6 11811184
[it ds likely that the 3 races coccurving vepresent both Ao
erythrocpepiz and P. erythrogenys.

p.67 -~ insert between nos. 1197.1198 and 119%9:
" Mepal Wren-Babbler Ppoespyoa inmacdlata
fnew species described from Nepal in 1991,
add to ligt on p.8E:
"NEFAL WEEN-BABBLER: Martens, J. & Eck, O. (19912 J.
thiol - . 1321 791880

pP.70 1384, 1385 ~ delete no. 138384, and create new entrys
"1384 Brownheaded Tit-Babbler #. cinsreiceps
Ludlowfs Fulvetta A. Jaudlows !
L1993 Supplement accepts that ludlowi be elevated to  full
ies stabtus.
p.72 = insert between nos. 135347, 1248 and 1566:
"4 Garden Warbler Syluvia borin'
Lthis species has been recorded in Ladakbh in 1980 and 1981.
Add ko list on p.83:2
"EARDEN  WaRRBLER: Williams, 0. & Delaney, 5. C1a68Ed. « Hugll .
BBl Beiaond
pa78 13671570 ~ split into three entries as follows:
BEe7, 1 568 Lesser Whitethroat 8. carruaca’
a6 Lesser Whitethroat . carruca
Small Whitethroat 5. wminula
LT o) Lesser Whitethroat 5. CUrriuss
Hume’s Whitethroat . althacsa
Laccording to 1993 Bupplement. ]

18851890

Lat least one of the rvaces should be listed under

nia Blackbacked Wagtaill H. lugeps"

probably occualaris no. 1889, but there is as yet no  agree-
ment  on how the species is to be split. We had failed to note
this in Sibley % Monvoe.

p.76 1881-1883 ~ in lower line change common name tos
"Titrine Wagtail”
[this is the name preferved by 1993 Supplement.]




76 1871,1872 ~ delete no.
a7 Water Fipit
American Fipit

CaAuthor fs  ervorg
whiiach

1872

Sibley & Monroe
in 1ower
"Fadde!s Accentor!
i the name

preferred by

Wik 1
nfinch
Greenfinoch

vepl : ;

Himal ayvan Gy

Bl ackheaded

C8ibley

failed to nobices;
in reglon. d

howevery, 1t is

ALy

£
delete

acd NZa53, 2054 and

AT,
entioy E. @i,
Cauthor?s errov.

insert between nos. 2056 and

Fustic Bunting

pa8l =
"
Lthis

Nepal . Add to
EUSTEISTIC

B
Inskipp,
edition. p. 374.1

list o p.
BUNTING:
=il

e &

Bivds of Nepal.

and insert
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treated
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uncertain

species has vrecently been recorded several

T

new entry:
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rabescens : el
is regarded as part
as separate. ]

.
& .

o f

Lime change common name tos

Supplement.

and add
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separate species
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Blockley

16.3.94

Dear Aasheesh,

Have just received your letter and the draft for
submission to Newsletter for B/w. A few corrections are
noted and the copy returned to you now so that you can get
it off to Sridhar.

Sorry not to be able to stop off in Hyderabad. We must
certainly try to arrange a birding trip together at some
time - perhaps to go and see Jerdon's Courser? I have been
bullied into leading 2 or 3 natural history tours next
winter for Cox & King's, one in November, the others
probably in February, and will certainly add a few weeks for
myself onto each. Currently I'm trying to get permission to
go to Mizoram next January but we might try to get together
in late October.

Don't forget to think about coming to Europe some time
soon.

Best wishes to Smriti and all your family,

-~

c’“)M;’

J

/




AASHEESH PITTIE
14-7-370 Bequm Bazaar, Hyderabad - 500 012. India. Phone : R:35683 / 0:43264.

REF: Your: Dt. 16.3.34.
Mine: GEN/Z/94.

March 25, 1994

Mr. Andrew REobertson
2 8t. Georges Terrace
Blockley
Moreton~in-Marsh
GHLOS. GLSE 99BN

UNITED KINGDOM

Dear #HAndrew,

Thanks for your above and the corrected proof enclosed therein.

I have sent it along with the corrsctions €to Sridhar.

8 copy is enclosed for your files.

to all,




MOMENCLATUREE OF RBIRDS OF THE INDIAN SUBCZONTIMENT.
A review of some changes taking place.
Errata, additions and some comments.

By: Andrew Fobertson & dasheesh Pittie

Whern we compiled the *Nomenoclature’ booklet, we did not intend to
provide an updated list of species ococouwring in the region, but
rabther to compare new and old names. The former task is never-—
ending, and no sooner is & 1ist published than it is oub-of-date.

This article therefore only vefers to the booklet published by
081 and corvects some of the statements made in the light of the
publication of A Supplement to Distribution and Taxonommy of
Birds of the World, which appeared in 1933, It contained bath
coarrections tao the original text as well as subseguent changes in
taxornomy .

Some of these changes are listed below, though we have npot  in-
cluded subsequent additions to the species list, nor  btaxopomic
alterations from other sowces.

We should emphasise that both the nomenclature and the olassifi-
cation and » mf Sibley & Monvroels work is  provisional.
Meither has yvet been permanently accepted, and it is possible

some of 1t may never be.

pes 85,86 — delete "H3"

Bt - add "85"

Ljankowskii is a race of the Tundra Swan not of the Whooper
Bwan. 1

pe - insert between nos, 84 and 79

Sy Fean fngaer fabalis"

[oviginally excluded as only hypothetical, there have been
several recent rveports of this species in Mepal, tentatively
referred to the race rosxicus, but there is as yet no evidence
that the race piddendorffi ooours. ]

p.8 83la Black Woodpeoker Pryocopus meréius
[Lthe ocowrvence of this species is conjectural, though there
is a possible sight record from Bengal in JENHS, 881z 112.1

p.8 -~ insert between nos. B1Z,813 and BOB:

" Laced Woodpeoker P. vittatus"

{there is a record of this species having been obtained in
Bangl adesh in 1938, &dd to the list on p.83:

"LAZED WODDFECEER: Faynter, R.A. Cla709. Bullc B e,
Fos i1

p.l& 61i9-623 and &24 - merge togethers




"Elw-szd Collared Scops Owl Q. bakkamoena"
CLthe 19393 Supplement calls for 0. leppiji: to be treated as
conspecd fio. ]

pa.l? — 638 should be . cestanonotun
Cthough Marshall has confirmed e 2t (pers. comm.? that this
probably a valid species no one has yet published the evi
D E . In fact, in the most recent publication on the subject
il - shall &% Fing list it as a sub-species of 6. radiatup.
In the 1993 SBupplement it is still listed as a species.l

p.a27 #4530 - delete "451Y
2l lowlegoed Gull Laras cachinnans
and acdd "4351"

2 has been consgiderable rvrevision in this group which
remains fluid. The race beuglini no. 480 is considered by some to
be part of L. farscus, in which case L. argentetur would be re—

VER from the list, but while recognising the uncertainty the
Supplement retains it under L. argentatus.]

p.a% 134 RBlackeared FHite Milvas linpeatus
Lthough 1993 Supplement continues to accept this as a sepa-—
rate species many authorities regard it as a race of M. pigrans. ]

pe.a3l 193 Eastern Marsh Harvier Circus spilonotus
Cthere remains disagreement as to whether this should be
considered a separate species.]

p.3d 168 - delete lower line:

"Eurasian Tawny Eagle Ha vindhiana s15"

Cthe 1933 Supplement accepts that the race vindbians is a
subspecies of 4. rapax, therefore no change in name is inved ved
for no. 168 though it remains separate from no. 169. See Clark,
W.&. 1992y The taxonomy of Steppe and Tawny Eagles., Bull.
BoOo. LB ar 150157
P33 2230 - delete lower line and replace with:

"amur Faloon s F. amurepsis"

r—ts—erTorr Bubley & Monroe treated this as a separate
species rather than a race of F. vesperéinus.]
p.33 209-211 - change number to read "20%9,211" and add new entry:
Barbary Faloon Falco pelegrinoides $"

[hotherts—errescd Sibley % Monroe treated this as a separate

species, including the race bebylonicus.]

p.34 28a -~ the covvect spelling is pyomsus.

Lboth Ripley and Sibley % Monvoe use pyomasus but 1993
Supplement points out that this is not the original spelling.]
p.35 37 Purple Heron fArdea purpurea

o aelel N

p-39 &8 add lower lines




"Black Rittern Dapetor flavicollis"
L1933 Supplement prefers Dupsdor to fxobrychoas.

B30 ~ delete lower line:

"Dhristmas Frigatebird Fo. andrensi"

L1992 Supplement reverts to including the term 7 Island? in
the common name, and though they prefer Frigatebirvd as a single
woare  there is no ﬁubﬁtanfial difference to Ripley’s usage. The
ooourvence of the in the region vemains doubt ful.d

g3 13 - lower linge should reads

"Mascarens Fetrel Péeradrons atsrring

L1993 Supplement include the genus Fseudobulweria in Ptero-
droma. Fecent research has shown that the species was misidenti-
fied in the past,; and in fact probably does Rof ooty in . our
veglon. d

[there are several additional species in the Frocellariif-—
ormes  for the Indian region and & paper is being written on  the
greup. |l

D.E8 BEE -~ oadd Fater Line @

"Mangrove Fitta Pitta megarbyncha #®"

[ &t e Sibley & Monvoe treated this as a separate
Specles. J

pa.39 EOFSALTRIIDAE: aAustralasian Robins
- delete section and transfer no. 1448, 1449 to p. 48 and

insert between no. 1447 and no. 1642 (01993 Supplement places
Cul icicapa ceylonensisy back in MUSCICAFIDAE. ]

p.4l 1055,1057 Jungle Crow Corvus levaillanti
separate status i the subject of dispute.l

pedd 1748 - delete lower line.
L1993 Supplement reverts to the name Tickell’s Thrush and
there is therefore no variation from Ripley’s usage.l]

p.d6 1767 FEedwing Turdus iliacusx
[Roberts  (1992) disallows any record from Pakistan s
coouwrrence in the region needs confivrmation. ]

P46 ~ insert between nos. 1410 and 1418:

" Yaellowrumped Flycatcher Ficedulae zanthopypia”

Lthe presence of this species in India has been rveported.
Add te list on p. 85

YYELLOWREUMFED FLYCATCHER: Haribal, M. €(139391) JBRNHS. 88 (3)
4567 .

pL.a4E 143834 - in lower line delete "Blue".
L1993 Supplement prefers the name Whitetailed Flycatcher.]

Dl 16961698 — replace no. with Y1695-4698"
1&9“ - delete entry.
1993 Supplement treats §. mpaurae as conspecific.l




P54 1798 -~ in lower line change common name tos
"Whitenaped Tit".
L1993 Supplement prefers this name.l

2 delete "11 nnd transfer to next entry.
Lwnmﬁ an{hmriti&t do not accept the splitting of P. leucagge-
» ooy the race baped no. 1124 should there-
ol Ileucogenys vather than P. leuco-

though its status reqguires investigation.l

in lower line replace robustipes with acanthizoides,
el 2
1993 Supplement accepts that the specific name robustipes
was misapplisd.l

p.BED 1545 ~ add lower line:
"Common Grasshopper Wavbler L. nasvia'
[change to common name in 1998 Supplement. ]

p.BO 1542, 1548 -~ delete lower line.
[no difference in common name in 1993 Supplement. ]

p.&0 - insert between nos. 1435 and 1535:
B Sedge Warbler Aorocephalus schospobasnas”
[two specimens were mist-netted and ringed in  Ladakh in
198l adcd to licst on p. GEe
"EEDEE WARBLER: Williams, ©. & Delaney, 8. (1986) Migration
through the northwest Himalayas. part & Bull. O.B.C., 3:2ll-

pe B0 5 = add min .l 1S5
p.61 13584 - delete entry
Supplement accepts d.orientalisr as a subspecies of

Hearandinaceus. ]

p.El L5EE 1o delete no. 19563, and create new entry:
i} =0k Booted Warbler He calipata
Gykes's Warbler H. rama 5
Supplement splits these into two separate species.
ﬂptti seems to be accepted. ]

Taia, 1575 change nos. to read "1574-1576"

.q?& delete entry

[19%3 Supplement considers sindianus to be a subspecies of
callybita.d

p.62 1594-1596 - change no. to "1594, 1595" and change lower line
to reads:

"Falerumped Warbler P chloranotas’

L1993 Supplement accepts the split in P. proregulas proposed
by &Alstrom & Olsson (19300 they do not accept the wvalidity of
the race newéoni no. 1596.1

i

p.62 1602-1604 - change nos. to "1602-1605Y




peB2 1505 - delete entry
faceandang b TEE Supplement P. nitidus should be consid—
ered a race of P, Erochiloides.

Pl 16161619 - dndower line corvrect spelling tos
% Fe N éhr?:. ohistox"
LSibley & Momnvoe's spelling of the specie rame

pe6S 1974999 - roplace nos. with Y1238, 1295

Cnoe 1297 the race maxipar is treated a separate species
by Sibley & Monroe but in fact there is no firm evidence for its
ocoowrrence in the vegion.

peGi L 1TEY =1
Eit i itlwlv that the 3 races cocourring represent both P,
erythrocnenis and P. eryéhrogenys. ]

p.67 — insert between nos. 1197.1198 and 11399:

" Nepml Wren-Babbler Poospyoe inmacalséa"

Cnew species described from Nepal in 1991,

Add to lis nn_p.84z)

"MEF AL w? fr Martens, % iy B Gl g ol =
A0 R 3

pa.70 1384, 1385 - delete noo 1384, and create new entry:
" EE Brownheaded Tit-Babbler Ha. Sinsereiceps
Ludliow's Fulvetta A. ludlowni
L1993 Supplement accepts that luadlowi be elevated to
specles status. ]

between nos. 1247, 1248 and 1566
Garden Warbler Sylvia borin
cies has been recorded in Ladakh in 1980 and  1981.
Add b :
CZQﬁHU AdEELER Williams, C. & Delaney, 8. t19860 - Bulla:
BoHole o Bila,

18671570 - aplit into three entries as follows:

L LS6e T, E5RE e bWhitethroat 3. Corrieas!

RS Lesser Whitethroat 2w CURTHE R
Bmall Whitethroat . minulea

L ge R l.esser Whitethroat S wi TR
Humea? s Whitebhroat 3. &l thasa

flacocovrding to 1993 Supplement.]

18851830

Cat least one of the races should be listed under

G Bl ackbaok Wagtail : M. tugeps"

probably Qmﬁularj- no. 1889, but there is as yelt no  agree-—
ment o how the s is to be split. feri : =

18811883 ~ in lower line change common name to:
"Citrine Waghbail®
Lthis is the name preferred by 1993 Supplement.]




Water Fipit . spinoletéa
american Pipit He rabe SHE 5t
s s—arrory] the race japonicus is regarded as part of
rabescens which Sibley & Monroe treated as separate. ]

B871,1872 -~ delete no. 1872 and insert new entry:

p.77 178%a ~ in lower line change common name tos
"Radde’s Accentor”
Lthis is the name preferrved by 1993 Supplement. ]
P 28019 2= replace nos. with 1990 19920 and add entry:
Himal ayvan Greenfinch C- spinaides
Blackheaded Greenfinch C. anbigua 5
Y Monroe treated these as separate species !
: e g however, it is uncertain if it actually occocurs
i ouy region.

p.80 Godlewskifs Bunting E. godlewskili

- add no. "2053, 2054 and delete these nos. from previous
PRt £- aan

p.81 — insert between nos. 2056 and 2046
" Fustic Bunting Emberisae ruastica"
[Lthis species has recently been recorded several times in
Add te list op p. 85:) '
SEIGTIC BUNTING: Inskipp, 0. % T 1991 & Guide to fthe
Mepal. &nd edition. p. &

eves smmne meran asssn seere BgP Bat %ot T Bt Nt N AP 42 Bt resse seses aun
B e R S




REF: Your: nil.
May L1, 1994

Mr. Andrew Robertson
2 St. Georges Terrace
Blockley \
Moreton-in-Marsh
GEOS. GE56. 19BN
UNITED KINGDOM

Dear Andrew,

I have been going through the copy of BIBLIOGRAPHY OF INDIAN
BIRDS, compiled by Tim Inskipp, which you had sent me some time
ago. You have entered the following references, by hand, in the
Witcins t of this document. Could you send me Xeroxes of then
please ?

Casement, M B (1990): Bombay notes. SEA SWALLOW. 39:70-72.

Janes, M E (1961): Sea birds in the river Hooghli. SEA
SWALEGOW. 14:58. '

Simpson, D M (1984): Autumn migration of 1land birds 19!
Bombay offshore waters. SEA SWALLOW. 33:53-58.

These will be for my database.

Thanking you and wishing you and the family all the very best.

Sincerely,




2 St. Georges Terrace
Blockley
Moreton-in-Marsh
Gloucestershire GL56 9BN
U.K.

5 June 1994

Dear Aasheesh,

I hope this letter finds you and your family flourishing and enjoying life. It is nearly
a year since we’ve been in touch, which is much to long, not least because you have the
most attractive wife of any of my friends in India, and one of the few that it is possible to
have a decent conversation with! Really, we must get together again this winter. Why
don’t you plan a short break in the Western Ghats somewhere - Nilgiris or Periyar - and
we can do a bit of exploring. Did you ever get a new pair of binoculars?

I imagine that you were behind the copy of Mayura which arrived in the post
recently, and if so, thank you. It is nicely produced and interesting reading. Tim Inskipp
doesn’t seem to have been able to collate more than a single issue for his bibliography and
I wonder if anyone in UK has a complete set of issues? It would be useful to have access
to such a thing and if it exists, even in xerox form, perhaps you could send me one. I’ll be
happy to pay whatever it costs into the Birdwatcher’s Society of AP coffers and will make
sure Tim has access to it in order to update his bibliography.

Our little booklet for the OSI has rapidly become out-of-date, even disregarding
the mistakes that were in it - for which I was very largely responsible - and the fact that
firm decisions seem no nearer to being accepted. Have you yet come across a checklist of
Palearctic birds by Mark Beaman? He goes into the changes in taxonomy and the question
of English names in some detail and there are a suprising number of species included that
are relevant to India. I was thinking of extracting some of these and writing a note to
Zafar Futehally, but I’'m not sure that there is really much interest in this long drawn out
argument. However, I think you would probably find it useful -

“Palearctic Birds. A checklist of the birds of Europe, north Africa and Asia north
of the foothills of the Himalayas.” by Harrier Publications.

Would you like me to send you a copy?




AASHEESH PITTIE
14-7-370 Bequm Bazaar, Hyderabad - 500 012. India. Phone : R:315683 / 0:43264.

REF: Your: Nil.

June 22, 1994

Mr. Andrew Robertson
2 8t. Georges Terrace
Blockley
Moreton-in—-Marsh
GLOS. GL56 9BN

UNITED KINGDOM

Dear Andrew,

I am looking out for a new pair of binoculars and would like to
purchase the best available for birding. 8Some of the brands I
had in mind are Leica, Zeiss, Nikon, Bushnell.

Which glass do you recommend ? I have written to all the above
manufacturers , to offices in England, but I am not sure if they
will reply. Could you do me a favour and have them send me
brochures of their top-of-line binocs for birding, with indicated
prices if possible ? I would appreciate that very much indeed.

The only hitch, if it is that, is that I will purchase the pair
in Singapore in late July 1994, and if these manufacturers could
also mention the name of a dealer/dealers where I could get these
binocs, it would be so much more useful.

I know I am giving you very short notice, but I would be very
grateful if you could oblige.

With best wishes to the family,

Thanking You,

Yours sincerely,




2 St. Georges Terrace
Blockley
Moreton-in-Marsh
Gloucestershire GL56 9BN
U.K.

2 July 1994

Dear Aasheesh,

Got your letter re. binoculars. If I get in touch with
dealers here you are unlikely to get any response from them
before you leave for Singapore; so I will tell you what I
know off the top of my head.

Firstly, with a good pair of binos that have a long
guarantee period (up to 30 years with Leica) it is wvital to
buy them from a recognised dealer and keep the sales slip,
etc. If something should go wromg you may need proof of
purchase.

When I came back through Dubai last May I checked
prices in the Duty Free. They were:

Leica 10x42BA £600
8x32BA £520
7x42BA £680
8x42BA £680

10x25BCA £225
8x20BCA £21.0
8x20BC £176

Zeiss 6x20B £270

10x25B £375

Nikon 1OX25CET LT €75

Habicht 8x20B £275

These prices are around 20-25% less than what we would
pay here.

Eighteen months ago Kumaran asked me to get him a pair
of binos and in the end we decided on Habicht (Swarovski)
SLCMKII 8x30B, which at that time cost about £380. The main
reason was that these are the only ones that are fully
guaranteed waterproof, which he felt was important in a
humid monsoon climate. The other good makes are certainly
water-resistant, but they are not actually guaranteed as
such. The newest Leica and Zeiss are of course now filled
with some liquid chemical so they must in fact be waterproof
or else it would leak out.




Habicht is an Austrian glass and lens manufacturer that
made a decision some years ago to challenge the best
binocular manufacturers and they have established a very
good reputation. I was talking to someone from the In Focus
sales team at a recent OBC meeting and he confirmed that a
lot of people are buying them and they are up to a very high
standard. Kumaran is certainly very pleased with his.

Personally, I think Leica are unbeatable, and my 8 year
old 8x40BA is quite superb and perfect for birdwatching. I
can use them all day, day after day, without any noticeable
eye-strain at all. When one of the lenses worked 1loose
inside some years ago (I had left them in the glove box of a
jeep while we were bashing around in the desert) Leica fixed
it for nothing, no questions asked. But of course they are
now selling for something in excess of £800.

There is no doubt that in binoculars you get what you
pay for, with the possible exception of Swarovski where you

can still get a little more than you are actually paying
Lor.:

Buy the best you can possibly afford.
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Blockley

27.6.94

Dear Aasheesh,

Sorry to be so long replying to your letter. The only
one of the Sea Swallow articles that I have in my collection
is enclosed; it will be some time before I get back to the
library where I know they have the others, but 1'l1l try to
remember to copy them for you some time.

Our project for a Newsletter for the Western Ghats
seems to be making positive progress, and I hope the first
issue may come out in 1995. Other things are all moving
rather slowly and I plan to spend the rest of this summer
concentrating on domestic issues, eg. house extensions, etc.

Hope you are all keeping well in Hyderabad.

best wishes and kind regards,




