
IF

¥4 Blockley
January 5 1997

Dear Aasheesh,
I am suprised that you are suprised that I suprised youwith a letter, so hopefully this one will not come as a

suprise!
Regarding the Toc in Vienna, the registration fee aloneis 4000 Austrian shillings (about £215), if paid before May31; thereafter it rises to 5000 AS. However, reduced rates

are available, and "ornithologists from developingcountries" will be given special consideration, but youshould apply soon to be considered for these. Whether youcan apply as an NGO observer representing the OSI might be
worth discussing with Futehally.

An application for reduced rates and/or travel and
accomodation assistance must be accompanied by:

- a brief curriculum vitae,
a statement of the applicant's scientific cont-ribution to the congress,

- two letters of recommendation,
- an estimate of the money needed for the applicant toattend the congress. "It is important here to include one's

own financial contribution as well. as. any other possible.financing". +Dr.Asha Saklani suggested at the Bangalore seminar that
an OSI delegation might be put together and this would
undoubtedly help in raising some outside finance for yourtrip. I am trying to get the Trust for Oriental Ornithologyto pay my registration fee.

Enclosed is an out-dated draft of Tim Inskipp's"Bibliography of Indian birds'. The current draft has 4680entries! You may find it useful, and if so you can write to
Tim and ask him for a current version; he also has it ondisk.

The paper I mentioned is:
Thiollay,J-M. (1993) Response of a raptor community to

shrinking area and degradation of tropical rain forest inthe South Western Ghats (India). Ecography, 16: 97-110.The reason I suggested a species-specific index isbecause your own work in many ways duplicates that of Tim
Inskipp. Sure it will involve an enormous amount of work,but will be that more useful as a result. If this SouthAsian bird project gets sufficient funding, say for aclerical data entry person, do you know if someone suitablecan be found in Hyderabad, and if so, would you beinterested in having them work with you on such an index?

your familybest rh



AASHEESH PITT Ie
14-7-370 Hequa Bazaar, Hyderabad

- 504 112. India. Phone : 2135683 / 0: 43264,

REF Your 5 C1 t fy t, a (J 2) 1 8 so) oj. Fy

January feb, ioe

Mr. Andrew
5 Et. Geerqes Terrace
Blackley
Miny elcome Mary shh
LOS, GLEG aSBN
UNITED KINGDOM

® Dear Andrew,

Thanks for your above letter and especially for the encleomure --

Tim Inskipp's aphy of Indian Birds". It is tremendauely
known the existence of, to write to him for his latest?ligt and will request him for a diskette.

There are many references and geurces in it, had rotLise f Ud

1 an

Twill net be able ta came for the Congress. This
Will be a busy year for business.

Andrew, in the paper by Thiallay, J-M. ¢19939, which is the place
or dtaocality, in the Geauth Western Ghats, that the study was done
in?

[If the Seuth Asia database can get funding and I am able to hire
thm services of a data clerk, I would certainly like tea
build up a species-specific index. But by myself, it will not be

that for the reset of my life T will be
eying

I have been working on the note on errata and additions to the
nomenclature booklet and wonder why it sheuld net a paper
by itself, as I canmot think what I can add tea at. You

be included ain the paper for the time bering. Why cd we
{nat oanclude those where spellings are being curre.ted, etc.?
Alea, shall we send it for publication in its present format, but
including only those items with an asterisk?

have markedct on 234 items with an asterisk, i Ky you

With best wishes,
Yours sincerely,



Blockley
15.2.94

Dear Aasheesh,
Thanks for your letter of the 24th. I have been unableto get anyone to pay for my visit to the I0c in Vienna so itis rather a relief that you have decided not to go either.

However, we will probably go over to Austria anyway just fora holiday and it is a pity you cannot come to Europe at all,Ioc or no I0C. Perhaps some time in the future.
The area of Thiollay's study was west of Shimoga,around Kogar, and further south inland from Mangalore.
I agree with Futehally and Sridar that we cannot go on

endlessly making adjustments to the Indian bird list. Weshould confine ourselves to changes directly relevant to thebooklet we published. For example I have added 3 new speciesto the list already this year, based on published records,and there are half-a-dozen others I know of that have yet tobe published; and this is without considering changes in
taxonomy that effect the India list. Incidentally, Sibley &
Monroe is increasingly coming in for criticism, forin the current issue of Ibis where Mayr & Bock, arguing forconsistent classification, make remarks like "regardless of
majority of them are not based on published investigations",and "the classification proposed and the sequence based onit are provisional and full of uncertainties". We have as aresult completely revised the Oriental list for the TOO

may be..., the greathow good the taxonomic decisions

Handbook project to conform with a modified Wetmore sequencerather than S&M.

If we are to publish a note in Newsletter forBirdwatchers we should add two paras to the introduction -

fIt was neve> our intention to provide an pdatedTtof species occurring in the region, but rather to comparenew and old names. The former task is never-ending, andsooner is a list published than it is out-of-date./Thisarticlé therefore only ished byOSI and corrects some of the statements made in the light ofthe publication of the Supplement. We have not included
Subsequent additions to the species list, nor taxonomicalterations from other sources."



"We should emphasise that both the nomenclature and theclassification and sequence of Sibley & Monroe's work isprovisional. Neither has yet been permanently accepted, andit is possible some of it may never be."
also, from my list the following should definitely notbe included in any published article:
the term 'my error' in some entries
Moluccan Scops Owl
p.17 the spelling mistake is a valid comment but the

square bracket below should be deleted
White-eyed Gull

MIE pn A Black Noddy
'p.62 1579,1580' [the evidence has just been

published and no.1580 is considered invalid, but this is notnoted in Sibley Monroe and therefore is not relevant to'the booklet]
such expressions as 'thank goodness' p.62
If you make these changes and still wish to submit itto Futehally please send me a draft before doing so. I'll bein India from March 24 - April 29.

Hope you are all well.



AASAEESH PITT IE
14-7-370 Begua Bazaar, Hyderabad

- 500 012. India. Phone : R: 35683 / 0543264.

Ci/id
REFs Your: Dt. 1.5. 74.

Mines GEN/1I/94.

March 6, 1994

Mr. Andrew t san
5t. Georges Terrace

Rlackley
Maretan-in-Marsh
GLOSS. ELL36 FEN
UNITED KINGDOM

Dear Ancdrew,

Enclosed is a draft af the paper on errata, additions and cam-
ments on the Nomenclature banklet. Please make the necessary
corrections and return it, sa that I can mail it te Sridhar.

have included almost all the birds from your earlier (dt.
5.1.94 0, except those which you have specifically mentioned, nat
to (vide your above letter), and alsa those whose distribution is
mentioned as doubtful in the sub-continent by Ripley also. de
not feel it necessary that we should repeat Cwhether to emphasize
or otherwise) what Ripley has already stated.
1 da not know whether "author's error" should be mentioned at all
im the text, when we are correcting something.

Why is Hyderabad not on your itinerary to Indiay Can you squeeze
in a day for birding? We'd be glad toa take you out!

Best wishes ta all,

encis as above.
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NOMENCLATURE OF E3TPDS OF THE INDIAN SUBCONTINENT.
A review of some changes taking place.
Errata, additions and some comments.

By: Andrew Rabertson & Aasheesh Fittie

When we campiled the boacklet, we did not intend tx
provide am list of species occurring in the region, but
rather toa compare new and cold names. The former task 1153 never-
ending, and no is a list published than it is date.

This article therefore anly refers ta the backlet published by
OST and corrects some af the statements made in the light of the
publication of A Supplement tea Distribution and Taxanammy af
Birds af the World, which appeared in 177333. It contained bath
carrectians toa the cariginal text as well as subsequent changes in
taxconamy.

Same of these changes are listed belew, theugh we have mot in-
cluded subsequent additions te the species list, nor taxoneamic
alterations from other sources.

We should emphasise that both the nomenclature and the classi fi-
cation and sequence caf Sibley & Manroe's work 1953 provisienal.
Neither has yet been permanently accepted, and it is possible
seme of it may never be.

p.4 85,86 - delete "85"
834 -- add "85"
Cjankowskii is a race af the Tundra Swan not af the Whooper

Swan. J

p.+ - insert between nos. 84+ and 79s
"77 Bean Goacase Anser fabalis"

excluded as only hypothetical, there have been
recent reports of this species in Nepal, tentatively

referred toa the race rossicus, but there is as yet no evidence
that the race widdendorffi occurs. J

several

p.8 83la Black Woodpecker Dryacopus martius
[the accurrence of this species is conjectural, though there

is a possible sight record from Bengal in JBNHS,

p.8 - insert between mas. 812,813 and 808:
Laced Woodpecker P, vittetus"

[there is a recerd of this species having been abtained in
Bangladesh in i958. Add ta the list an p.85:

"LACED WOODFECKER: Paynter, F.A. 1970) Bull. B.0.C.,

GB19-623 and Ged ~ merqe together:



"619-624 (Collared Scaps Owl CO. bakkanoena"
[the i993 Supplement calls for 07. lempiji ta be treated as

manspeci fi

pel? 63387 sheuld be &. castananotum
Ctheugh Marshall has canfirmed toa me Cpers. comm.) that this

is probably a valid species na one has yet published the evi-
dence, In fact, in the mast recent publication on the subject
i988 - Marshall & Fing list it as a sub-species af G&G. radiatum.
In the 1993 Supplement it 15 still listed as a species. 1]

450 ~~ delete "451"
+ Yelloewleqgqed Gull Laras cachinnans
~ delete "#" and add "451"
[there has been cansiderable revision in this group which

remains fluid. The race no. 450 is considered by same ta
be part af L. fuscus, in which case L. argentatus would be re-
maved fram the list, but while recmqnising the uncertainty the
Supplement retains it under 4. argentatus.]

134 Blackeared Kite Milvus
Cthough 1993 Supplement cantinues ta accept this as a sepa-rate species many authorities regard it as a race af MH. migrans.]

p.91 194 Eastern Marsh Harrier Circus spilonotus
Cthere remains disaqreement as to whether this shitetld be

considered a separate species. J

p.32 168 - delete lower line:
"Eurasian Tawny Eaqle A. Vindhbiang $15"
Cthe 1993 Supplement accepts that the race vindhiana is a

subspecies af 4. ¥ therefore no change in name is involved
far ona. 168 theaugh it remains separate from no. 169. See Clark,
W.S. C1992) The taxanamy of Steppe and Tawny Eagles. Bull.
B.0,0., 1120392 150-157. ]

pes 220 ~ delete lawer line and replace withs
"Smur Falocan FPF, amnurensis"
Cauther's errors Subley & Manroe treated this as a separate

species rather than a race of

p.33 209-211 -- change number to read "209,211" and add new entry:
Rarbary Falcan Faleo pelegrinoides $"
errors Sibley & Manroe treated this as a separate

species, including the race babylonicus.]

ut

p.o4 28a - the carrect spelling is pygmeus.
[hath Ripley and Sibley & Manr oe use PYOMAUS but 1993

Supplement points aut that this is net the criginal spelling.
Ardea purpuree~ add "37a"

Cauthor's errarid.
p. 3c 37 Furple Heran

38 - add lower lines



"Black Bittern Dupetor flaviecllis" @
L993 Supplement prefers Dupetor ta feobrychus.]

p.37 30 ~ delete lawer lines
"Christmas Friqatebird FE, andrevsi"
L 1393 Supplement reverts toa including the term "Island' in

the camman name, and though they prefer Frigatebird as a single
word there is no substantial difference ta Fipley's usage. The
accurrence af the species in the region remains doubtful. J
p.37 13 ~ lower line should reads

"Mascarene Petrel Pterodrama aterrine
Supplement includes the genus Fseudabulwerie in Ptera-

drama, Hecent research has shown that the species was misidenti-
fied in the past, and in fact probably dees not occur in our

[there are several additional species in the
armes far the Indian region and a paper is being written on the
group. J

p.38 8368 - : add lower line
"Mangrave Pitta Pitta megarhyncha *"
Tauthor's errars Sibley & Monroe treated this as a separate

species. ]

p.39 EOPSALTEIIDAEs Australasian Fobins
~ delete section and transfer no. id48,1449 to p. 48 and

insert between ma. l447 and na. 16447 Li Supplement places
ceylonensis back in

pedi 1O55,1057 Jungle Craw Corvus levaillantd
Cits separate status is the subject of dispute. ]

p.45 i740 - delete lower line.
i993 Supplement reverts toa the name Tickeli's Thrush and

there is therefore na variation fram Fipley's usage. J

p.46 1767 Redwing
612320 disallews any recard fram Pakistan its

in the reqian needs canfirmation. J

p.46 ~ insert between nas. i410 and 1416:
"Ht Yellowrumped Flycatcher Ficedulea zanthopygie"
Cthe presence of this species in India has been reported.

Add ta list an p. 85:
"YELLOWRUMPED FLYCATCHER: Haribal, M. 1331 JBNHS. 88 ¢3) :

456-7.)

p.48 i434 in lower line delete "Blue".
Cig93 Supplement prefers the name Whitetailed Flycatcher. 3

p.o0 1696-16936 - replace mo. with "1695-1698"
1655 ~ delete entry.
Ci293 Supplement treats S. meura as canspecific.]



p.c+ 1798 - in lower line change common name tes
"Whitenaped Tit".
Ci39S Supplement prefers this name. J

pes? t Live ~ delete "Lied" and transfer tea next entry.
Leome authorities da nat accept the splitting af P. leucoge-

ynys but Sibley & Monroe day the race bumei no. Lizd sheuld there-
fore have been included under &. leucogenys rather than P. leuco-tis Cauthor's errerd theugh its status requires investiqation.]
p.60 1484 in lewer line replace rebustipes with ecanthizoides,
and delete "#",

fi993 Supplement accepts that the specific name robustipes
was misapplied. J

p.60 1545 - add lawer lines
Coammcn Grasshopper Warbler L. neeyiea"
Cchange toa common name in 193 Supplement. ]

p.60 1542,1543 delete lower line.
[na difference in cammon name in 1993 Supplement.

p.60 - insert between nos. 1495 and i555:
sc phalas ro baenohas nos"

[two Specimens were mist-netted and ringed in Ladakh in
1781. Add ta list an p. SS:
"SEDGE WARBLER: Williams, C. & Delaney, S. ¢1986) Migration
through the nerthwest Himalayas. part Bull. O.B.C.,

R + Seciqe Warhtor

p.G1 TSS delete entry
sos Supplement accepts d.orientelis as a subspecies of

1 853 add na. "554"

p.Gl i6G2,loog ~ delete na. 1563, and create new entrys
Basted Warbler H. ealigatea
Sykes' s Warbler HH. Fama $"

15633

C1993 Supplement splits these into two separate species.This entit te be accepted. J

p.G1 L574,1575 change nos. toa read "1574-1576"
15776 ~ delete entry

Supplement considers sindianus to be a subspecies of
P,

1594-1596 ~ change na. ta 1595" and change lower lineta reads:
"Falerumped Warbler P,. chioranotus"
Cig33 Supplement accepts the split in P. proregulus proposed

by Alstram & Olesan { 1 they da nat accept the validity of
the race yewtoni moa. 1596.)

1602-1604 change nas. te "1602-1605"

4



p.62 1605 -~ delete entry
faccording ta 15933 Supplement P. nitidus should be cansid-

ered a race of trochiloides.

p.63 1616-1619 - in lower line correct spelling tas
S$. xnanthoschisteos"

[Sibley & Monroe's spelling of the species name was a typo. ]

0,65 1297-1299 - replace nos. with "412358, 1

[new 1297 the race waxinus 18 treated as a separate species
by Sibley & Monroe but in fact there is no firm evidence for its
accurrence in the region. ]

p.66 1181-1184
Cit is likely that the 3 races occurring represent bath Ff.

eryéhrocnemis and P. ery

p.67 insert between mas. 1197.1198 and 119%:
Nepal Wren-Babbler Pnoepyga immaculate"

[new species described fram Nepal in i991.
Add ta list oan
"NEPAL WEEN-BABBLER: Martens, J. & Eck, ©. ¢19919: J.

theal., 13e: 179-198. "
Orni-

p.70 1384,1385 - delete na. 1384, and create new entry:
Brownheaded Tit~Babbler A. caineresiceaps

4. ludlow2 %"
[i993 Supplement accepts that ludlowi be elevated tai full

species status. J

}} L364
553 Fulvetta

p.72 ~ insert between nas. 1248 and 1566:
"tt Garden Warbler Syivia borin"
Ethis species has been recerded in Ladakh in 1980 and 1581.

Add ta list an p.83:
"GARDEN Williams, ©. & Delaney, 5S. (1986) Bull.

G.B.0., 1wd A

p.72 1567-1570 - split inte three entries as follows:
"1567, 13568 Lesser Whitethraat S$, currucea"
"1369 Lesser Whitethroaat §&. Currduce

Small Whitethroat S$. minula $"
Lesser Whitethroaat $, CUPPUCE
Hume's Whitethraat S&S. althaear $"

CTaccording ta 193 Supplement.

p.76 1805-18930
Cat least one of the races should be listed under

Blackbacked Wagtail H. Llugens"
probably oceularis no. 18989, but there is as yet nc agree-~

ment an how the species is to be split. We had failed ta nate
this in Sibley & Monroe, 7

p.76 1881-1883 - in lewer line change comman name tas;
"Citrine Wagtail"
Cthis ie theo name proferrec by 1 yoo Suysptomant.d



p.76 1871,1872 - delete no. 1872 and insert new entry:
"1872 Water Fipit A, spinolette

American Fipit Aa, rubescens $"
CAuthor's errary; the race japonicus is regarded as part of

A. which Sibley & me treated as separate. ]

p.77 178Sa in lower line change cammen name teas
"Radde's Accentar'"
Cthis is the name preferred by 1993 Supplement. 1

p.78 i990-1992 - replace nas, with "1990,1992" and add entry:
"L991 Himalayan Greenfinch CG. Spinoides

Blackheaded Greenfinch CC. &mbigoue
(Sibley & Monroe treated these as separate species and we

failed to notice; however, it is uncertain if it actually occurs
in aur region.
p.980 Gedlewski's Eunting E. godlenskii

~ add ma. "BOSS, 2054" and delete these nas. fram previous
entry ES Cig.

errar. J

p.81 insert between nes. OSG and 2OdGs
"+ Rustic Bunting Enberiza rustice"
[this species has recently been recarded several times in

Nepal. Add te list oan p. 83

RUSTISTIC BUNTING: Inskipp, ©. & T. 1 A Guide tea the
Birds of Nepal. edition. p. 374.)

3a
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Blockley
16.3.94

Dear Aasheesh,
Have just received your letter and the draft forsubmission to Newsletter for B/w. A few corrections arenoted and the copy returned to you now so that you can getit off to Sridhar.
Sorry not to be able to stop off in Hyderabad. We mustcertainly try to arrange a birding trip together at sometime - perhaps to go and see Jerdon's Courser? I have been

probably in February, and will certainly add a few weeks formyself onto each. Currently I'm trying to get permission to

vember,
xtr 3 natural histbullied into leadingwinter for Cox one in rs

go to Mizoram next January but we might try to get togetherin late October.

Don't forget to think about coming to Europe some timesoon.

Best wishes to Smriti and all your family,



AASAEESH PZTTZE
14-7-370 Bequa Bazaar, Hyderabad

- 500 012. India. Phone : R: 35683 / 0: 43264.

Ci/id

REF: Your: Dt. 16.3.'34.
Mine: GEN/2/94.

March 25, i394

Mr. Andrew Rabertsan
2 St. Georges Terrace
Blackley

UNITED KINGDOM

Dear Andren,

Thanks for your above and the corrected proof enclosed therein,
I bave sent it along with the corrections to Sridhar.

= A copy is enclosed for your files.

toa allBest wishes

aboveas
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NOMENCLATURE OF BIRDS OF THE INDIAN SUBCONTINENT.
A review of same changes taking place.
Errata, additions and some comments.

Ry: Andrew ibertaan & Aasheesh FPittie
DEEES HEOEE ERELE GIRO EDETE CHORD ReEtD BERNE ESETD SEEMS GEHTS eNED CATES EaBES FELAD LAGUE OPIED HERES LOOKS SGED HEED SE20D Eneee EELS SEINE WT SiEED RIOEE EAROS UREED Greue LOREM ROLEH EOPEH HERES HONOR EROOE COED KUDHL HIKE DEORE W79 LEGED GOOLE SRERE HOD HOGeD HOmEY DRIES OFTER OnOTS HEELS BINED IneE EoTDE HeEEE ErtEp

When we campiled the 'Nemenclature' backlet, we did mat intend ta
pravide an updated list of Species occurring in the regien, but
rather toa compare new and old names. The former task is never-
ending, and mao scooner is a list published than it is out-of-date.
This, therefero anty refers te the eb published hy
OSI and corrects same af the statements made in the light of the
publication of AA Supplement te Distribution and Taxeanammy of
Birds af the World, which appeared in 1959S. It cantained bath
cay rer 1. tery te dhe mriqitiad text oc wolb ao ctboequont changes in
taxanamy.

Game of theoe changes are listed below, b Ch t wo have mab
cluded subsequent additions ta the species list, mor taxanamic
alterations fram other sources.

We should emphasise that bath the namenclature and the classifi-~
eatin sequom cou Sibley * Munroere wry Te pravisicnal.
Neither has yet been permanently accepted, and it is possible
same af it may never be.

685,86 delete "SS"
S4 -- add "85"

Swan, J
a is a race of the Tundra Swan not af the Wheoper

- insert between nog. 84 and 73s:Pp. 1
it 77 Bean Goose Anser fabali

Fret teai1al th
eeveral recont reports of this in Mepal, tentatively
referred ta the race rossicus, but there is as yet mo evidence
that the pace perk Fa wee RLY Be]

@3la Black We d Dryocopus martius
Cthe occurrence of this species is canjectural, thaugh there

ig a possible sight record from Bengal in JENHS, 4

ker

p.8 1 moor k loot mos, O12,810 and Bans
Laced Woodpecker P, vittatus"

Cthere is a recerd af this species having been obtained in
im toe, Add bi the List oan p.@Ss

"LACED WOODPECKER: Faynter, F.A, C1970) Bull. B.0,C.,

pe th G&19-O°7 and 6232 1

é

1



"619-624 (Collared Scop Owl CO, bakkamoaene"
[the 17733 Supplement calis for @. lempijgi ta be treated as

manspecific.
pei? ~ 6399 should be &. castananotum

Cthough Marshall has canfirmed Heme Cpers. comm.) that this
17 probably a valid species nao ane has yet published the evi-
dence. In fact, in the mast recent publication on the subject178 ~- Marshall & Eing list it as a sub-species of G. radiatum.
In the 1995 Supplement it is still listed as a species. 1

450 - delete "451"
+ Yellowledqed Gull Lardas oachinnans
~ delete "#" and add "451"
[there has been censiderable revision in this group which

remains fluid. The race heuglini na. 450 is considered by same to
be partoof £. Fusecus, in which case 1. ergentetus would be re-
maved fram the list, but while recognising the uncertainty the
Supplement retains it under 4. argentatus.]

alin

p.29 174 Hlackeared Kite Milvus lineatus
thoudh 153 Supplement cantinues ta accept this as a sepa-rate species many authorities regard it as a race of #.

Carcus spilunutusthere remains ditaqg ooeement ag tu whether thie haul d be
cansidered a separate species. ]

p.32 1683 - delete lower Line:
"Eurasian Tawny Eagle A. ¥Yindhiang $15"

Supnlement aceopte that the Yack fhian a
subepector oof 4. n change in mame to
for om, LER thigh at remains fram ma. LOG. Goo Clary,
W.5, Clogs) The taxonomy of Steppe and Tawny Eagles. Bull.
B.0.0.,112¢392 150-157. 1

peo 220 ~ delate lower line and replace withs
*amur Falcon ; Pe a&purensis"

3 ue treated this as a soparateya
Species rather than a race of F. vespertinus.]

3.5 209-211 change number tat read "209,211" and add new entry:
"216 Barbary Falcon Faleo peleorinoides %"

Gibley & Monroe treated this as a separate
species, including the race febylonicus.]
p.c+ 28a the carrect spelling is pyogmeus.

Tboth Ripley and Sibley & Monroe use pyomeacus but 1993
Supplement points aut that this is nat the original spelling.]
p.oo 37 Purple Heron Ardea purpurea~ add "37a"

wet hee

pecs og ~ add tower lines



"Klack Bittern Dupetor flavicollis" @

Cig93 Supplement prefers Pupetor ta fxrobrychus.]
30 -~ delete lower lines
"Christmas Frigatebird FPF, andrevysi"

Supplement reverts to including the term 'Island' in
the camman name, and though they prefer F7 as a single
word there is no substantial difference ta Fipley's usage. The
aocurrence of the species in the region remains deubtful. J

peal 1s -~ lower line shoauld reads
"Mascarene Fetrel Pterodropma aterrine

drama. Fecent research has shawn that the species was misidenti-
fied in the past, and in fact probably dees mot occur in aur
reqian. J

Supplement includes the genus Fseudoabulweria in

are several additional species in the
ormes for the Indian region and a paper is being written an the
group. J

Cthere Frocelilarii f

p.38 8683 add tower line :
"Mangqrave Fitta Pitta megerhynycha *"
Coauthor a uf Gibley & Monroe treated this as a Separate

Species. i

p.c9 Australasian Robins
delete section and transfer mo. 14498,1449 to p. 48 and

insert between mo. and no. 1642\CiS9S Supplement places
Culicicapa ceylonensis back in MUSCICAPIDAE. 1

pe41 1055,1057 Jungle Craw Corvus leveililant
[its separate status is the subject of dispute. J

p.45 17483 -- delete lower Line.
f199S Supplement reverts ta the name Tickell's Thrush and

there is therefore no variation from Ripley's usage. J

p.46 1767 Redwing Turdus ilbdacus
CReberts disallews any record fram Pakistan sa its

accurrence in the region needs canfirmatian. J

p.4G insert between mas. 1410 and 1418:
"H Yellowrumped Flycatcher Ficedula zanthopygiea"

presence af this species in India has been reported.
Acid ta list an p. 85:

"""YELLOWEUMPED FLYCATCHER: Haribal, M. 1391 JBNHS. 8383 :
456-7. ]

p.46 14354 - in Llawer line delete "Blue".
Supplement prefers the name Whitetailed Flycatcher. J

1636-1696 - replace no. with "1695-1696"
1695 ~ delete entry.
i933 Supplement treats maura as conspecific. d



ae GADae

p.Ge 17783 - in lewer line change camman name teas
"Whitenaped Tit".
Liss Supplement prefers this name. ]

p.87 Li 1 delete 1 and transfer ta next entry.
Caame authorities doa mat accept the splitting of PF. leucage-

nys but Sibley & Monroe dos the race bumei no. Lied should there-
fore have been included under leucogenys rather than P. leuco~
és ociicgh its status requires investigation. ]

p.60 1183 - in lower line replace robustipes with eacanthizoides,
and delete "#",

L1i993 Supplement accepts that the specific name robustipes
was misapplied.
p.60 15445 - add lower Line:

"Camman Grasshopper Warbler L. neevia"
[change toa camman name in 1995 Supplement. J

p.60 1542,1543 - delete lawer line.
[no difference in camman name in 1993 Supplement. ]

p.60 insert between nas. 1495 and 1555:
Secdge Warbler Aorocephbalus schoenobacnus"

[two specimens were mist-netted and ringed in Ladakh in
181. Add to list on p. 8S:
"SEDGE WARBLEF: Williams, & Delaney, S. ¢19869 Migration
through the neaerthwest Himalayas. part #2 Bull. O.B.C., G: il-
165.

p.60 1553 - add ma. "i554"
p.61 1554 - delete entry

Supplement accepts d.orijentalis as a subspecies af

L567,1565 - delete no. L&GS, y and create new entrys
Reoted Warbler H. caligate
Sykes's Warbler H, Yee $"

Supplement splits these inte two separate species.
This split seems ta be accepted. ]

p.61 1574,1575 - change nas. ta read "1574-15976"
1576 ~ delete entry
[i995 Supplement considers sindianus ta be a subspecies af

P,

p.62 1594-1596 - change no. ta iSo4, 595" and change lower line
to reads:

"Palerumped Warbler P, ehloraonotus"
Loos Supplement accepts the split in P. proregulus prapased

by Alstram & Olesen ¢1990); they do nat accept the validity af
the race rnewtoni no. 1S96.

p62 1602-1604 - change nos. ta "16082-1605"



p.62 1605 ~ delete entry
Taccording toa 1993 Supplement P, nitidus should be cansid-

ered a race af P, trochiloides.
p.G@3 1616-1619 ~ in lawer Line spelling tea:

§. xNanthoschistos"
[Sibley ® Manrae's spelling af the species name was a typo. ]

p.65 1297-1299 - replace nos. with "1298, 1299"
[no,. 122Y7 the race maximus is treated a

by Sibley & Monroe but in fact there is ne
accurrence in the

a separate species
rma evidence far itsrd

p.66 1181-1184
fit is likely that the 3 races occurring represent both Pp.

ery€hrocnemis and P. erythrogenys.]
p.67 insert between nas. 1197.1198 and 1159:

" Nepal Wren-Babbler Pnoepyga iInmaculate"
[new species described from Nepal in i931.
Add tea list on
"NEP SL WEEN-BARBBLER:s Martens, J. & Eck, ©. J. Orni-

thel., 1oesi79-19¢."

p.7O 1384, 1385 - delete na. 1384, and create new entrys
"1384 Brewnheaded Tit-Babbler A, inereicepsFulvetta Aw. Ludlawi $"

Supplement accepts that ludflowi be elevated to full
species status. ]
p.72 - insert between nas. I247,1248 and 1566:

arden Warbler Sylvia borin"
Add ta list on

"GARDEN WARBLER: Williams, C. & Delaney, C1986) Bull.
O.8.0,., Selig."

tt +
species has been recorded in Ladakh in 1380 and i981.

oe

p.72 IS67-1570 - split inte three entries as follows:
"1567, 15683 Lesser Whitethroat S$. currdacea"
"1569 Lesser Whitethraat GS. CUPYUE

Small Whitethroat S. minule §"
15701 Lesser Whitethraat S$, Currucea

Hume's Whitethroat S$. al thaea $"
Detour di rig ta i993 Supplement. J

p.76 1805-18930
Cat least one of the races should be listed under

BRlackbacked Wagtail Mw. Lugens"
probably ocealeris na. i889, but there is as yet no agree-

ment oon how the species is toa be split. 2

"art
05 are

p.76 1881-1883 - in lower line change camman name teas
"Citrine Wagqtail"
Cthis is the name preferred by 1993 Supplement. ]

a



a

p.76 1871,1872 - delete mo. 1872 and insert new entry:
"1872 Water Pipit AH, Spinolette

American Fipit A. Pubessogas $"
the race japonicus is regarded as part caf

4, Kebesoens which Sibley & Monroe treated as separate. J

p.77 1783a ~ in lewer line change cammon name tos
"Radde's Accentar"
[this is my the name preferred by 159733 Supplement.

"Loo Himalayan Greenfinch C. spinoides
Blackheaded Greenfinch C. a&pbigua El

pe 6 i - replace nas. with it and add entry:

aAS Geparate species } farnct
hevever, it is uncertain if it actually occurs

im aur reqian. 1

p.80 Godlewski's Bunting E. godleuskii
add ma, "BORG, 2054" and delete these nos. fram previous

entry &. cia.

p.81 insert between mos. 2056 and 2046s:
"Ht Rustic Bunting Emberizga rustica"
[Cthis species has recently been recearded several times in

(RUSTISTIC BUNTING: Inskipp, it & T. 19919 & Guide tea the
Birds of Nepal. 2nd editian. p. 374.)

AddNepal.

* oty Sad Sad Bae Bod Ba Be



AASHEESH PITTIE
14-7-370 Begum Bazaar, Hyderabad - 500 012. India. Phone : R: 315683 / 0: 43264.

REF: Your: nil.

May 11, 1994

Mr. Andrew Robertson
2 St. Georges Terrace
Blockley
Moreton-in-Marsh
GLOS. GL56 9BN
UNITED KINGDOM

Dear Andrew,

I have been going through the copy of BIBLIOGRAPHY OF INDIAN
BIRDS, compiled by Tim Inskipp, which you had sent me some time
ago. You have entered the following references, by hand, in the
margins of this document. Could you send me Xeroxes of them
please ?

1. Casement, M B (1990): Bombay notes. SEA SWALLOW. 39: 70-72.

2. Jones, M E (1961): Sea birds in the river Hooghli. SEA
SWALLOW. 14:58.

3. Simpson, D M (1984): Autumn migration of land birds in
Bombay offshore waters. SEA SWALLOW. 33: 53-58.

These will be for my database.

Thanking you and wishing you and the family all the very best.

Sincerely,



PERSP

2 St. Georges Terrace
Blockley

Moreton-in-Marsh
Gloucestershire GL56 9BN

U.K. (He

5 June 1994

Dear Aasheesh,

I hope this letter finds you and your family flourishing and enjoying life. It is nearly
a year since we've been in touch, which is much to long, not least because you have the
most attractive wife of any ofmy friends in India, and one of the few that it is possible to
have a decent conversation with! Really, we must get together again this winter. Why
don't you plan a short break in the Western Ghats somewhere - Nilgiris or Periyar - and
we can do a bit of exploring. Did you ever get a new pair ofbinoculars?

I imagine that you were behind the copy ofMayura which arrived in the post
recently, and if so, thank you. It is nicely produced and interesting reading. Tim Inskipp
doesn't seem to have been able to collate more than a single issue for his bibliography and
I wonder if anyone in UK has a complete set of issues? It would be useful to have access
to such a thing and if it exists, even in xerox form, perhaps you could send me one. I'll be
happy to pay whatever it costs into the Birdwatcher's Society ofAP coffers and will make
sure Tim has access to it in order to update his bibliography.

Our little booklet for the OSI has rapidly become out-of-date, even disregarding
the mistakes that were in it - for which I was very largely responsible - and the fact that
firm decisions seem no nearer to being accepted. Have you yet come across a checklist of
Palearctic birds by Mark Beaman? He goes into the changes in taxonomy and the question
ofEnglish names in some detail and there are a suprising number of species included that
are relevant to India. I was thinking of extracting some of these and writing a note to
Zafar Futehally, but I'm not sure that there is really much interest in this long drawn out
argument. However, I think you would probably find it useful -

"Palearctic Birds. A checklist of the birds ofEurope, north Africa and Asia north
of the foothills of the Himalayas." by Harrier Publications.

Would you like me to send you a copy?
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AASHEESH PITTIE
14-7-370 Begum Bazaar, Hyderabad - 500 012. India. Phone : B: 315663 / 0: 43264.
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REF: Your: Nil.

June 22, 1994

Mr. Andrew Robertson
2 St. Georges Terrace
Blockley
Moreton-in-Marsh
GLOS. GL56 9BN
UNITED KINGDOM

Dear Andrew,

am looking out for a new pair of binoculars and would like to
purchase the best available for birding. Some of the brands
had in mind are Leica, Zeiss, Nikon, Bushnell.
Which glass do you recommend ? I have written to all the above
manufacturers , to offices in England, but I am not sure if theywill reply. Could you do me a favour and have them send me
brochures of their top-of-line binecs for birding, with indicated
prices if possible ? I would appreciate that very much indeed.

The only hitch, if it is that, is that I will purchase the pair
in Singapore in late July 1994, and if these manufacturers could
also mention the name of a dealer/dealers where I could get these
binocs, it would be so much more useful.
I know I am giving you very short notice, but I would be very
grateful if you could oblige.
With best wishes to the family,

Thanking You,

Yours sincerely,

ha



O OME SK A

2 St. Georges Terrace
Blockley

Moreton-in-Marsh
Gloucestershire GL56 9BN

U.K.

2 July 1994

Dear Aasheesh,
Got your letter re. binoculars. If I get in touch withdealers here you are unlikely to get any response from thembefore you leave for Singapore; so I will tell you what I

know off the top of my head.

Firstly, with a good pair of binos that have a longguarantee period (up to 30 years with Leica) it is vital to
buy them from a recognised dealer and keep the sales slip,etc. If something should go wromg you may need proof of
purchase.

When I came back through Dubai last May I checked
prices in the Duty Free. They were:

Leica 10x42BA £600
8x32BA £520
7X42BA £680
8x42BA £680

10x25BCA £225
8x20BCA £210
8x20BC £176

Zeiss 6x20B £270
10x25B £375

Nikon 10x25CFIII £75
Habicht 8x20B £275

These prices are around 20-25% less than what we would
pay here.

Eighteen months ago Kumaran asked me to get him a pairof binos and in the end we decided on Habicht (Swarovski)SLCMkII 8x30B, which at that time cost about £380. The main
reason was that these are the only ones that are fully
guaranteed waterproof, which he felt was important in a
humid monsoon climate. The other good makes are certainlywater-resistant, but they are not actually guaranteed as
such. The newest Leica and Zeiss are of course now filledwith some liquid chemical so they must in fact be waterproofor else it would leak out.



Habicht is an Austrian glass and lens manufacturer that
made a decision some years ago to challenge the bestbinocular manufacturers and they have established a verygood reputation. I was talking to someone from the In Focussales team at a recent OBC meeting and he confirmed that alot of people are buying them and they are up to a very highstandard. Kumaran is certainly very pleased with his.

Personally, I think Leica are unbeatable, and my 8 yearold 8x40BA is quite superb and perfect for birdwatching. Ican use them all day, day after day, without any noticeableeye-strain at all. When one of the lenses worked looseinside some years ago (I had left them in the glove box of a ©jeep while we were bashing around in the desert) Leica fixedit for nothing, no questions asked. But of course they are
now selling for something in excess of £800.

There is no doubt that in binoculars you get what youpay for, with the possible exception of Swarovski where youcan still get a little more than you are actually payingfor.
Buy the best you can possibly afford

to Fst,

pew e



fe
Blockley
27.6.94

Dear Aasheesh,

Sorry to be so long replying to your letter. The onlyone of the Sea Swallow articles that I have in my collectionis enclosed; it will be some time before I get back to thelibrary where I know they have the others, but try toremember to copy them for you some time.
Our project for a Newsletter for the Western Ghatsseems to be making positive progress, and I hope the firstissue may come out in 1995. Other things are all movingrather slowly and I plan to spend the rest of this summerconcentrating on domestic issues, eg. house extensions, etc.
Hope you are all keeping well in Hyderabad.

best wishes and kind regards,.


