
WAYANAD PRAKRTHT SAMHAKSHANA SAMIT:

Smt. Maneka Gandhi,state Minister for Environment,N E D E L HI,

Respected Madam,

This is to invite your kind attention to theQOrave situation in Wayanad, arising out of the large scaleSmuggling of sandalwood from adjacent states of Tamil-Nadu and Karnataka,

(Karnataka) and Wayanad (Kerala) Wiidlife sanctuaries form@ continuous stretch of forests in the borcer of thesethree states,
Eventhough there is no sandalwood in Wayanad

very few sandalwood trees, that too only in MarayoorTange in Idukky district. Hence these factories innad are depending solely on sandalwood smuggled out»Karnataka and Nadu forests Dy well organised gangs.Ementhough this illegal activities are going on fromthe last 3-4~ years, its magnitude has incre-asea enormously. According to our estimates every monthabout 50 tonnes of Sandelwood reach these three factories

account of the Sandalwood smuggling. This sandalwoodCones maily from Moyar, Masinagudi, and Setyamangalam

and Nagarhole wildlife Sanctuaries, If you look intothe quantity of sandalwood confiscated accidentally bythe forest Jepartment during the last few months, whichis only a fragment of the quantity actually smuggled,you will the enormity. the clandestine operation going on unhindered, Other than confiscating theSandalwood which comes into their notice, the-Kerala
the culprits,
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end Gausing great loss ty the national exchequor, thistrade in Sandalwood is creating other seriousEcological, economic. end social problems. The gangsComprising 30 to 59 peanie stay in the wildlife sanct-
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are engaged for carrying sandalwood,
decade more than 50 tribals have died

shooting nv the Karnetaka and Tamil Nadu forest
O are guards between gang members them-

Se. A number of unemployed youths from the
Southern districts of Kerela are attracted to th s illeagalactivity. They camp in Village Centres near the factories.social life in such villages is fast deteriorating. Pro-atitution, illeagal brewing, gambling, theft, poaching, andViolent incidents are on the increasc. In many aroas in
Noolpuzha, Kattikulam, and villages were theSandalwood factorios are working, women cannot go out ecven
~Guring the day time. The situations in Palakkad, Kannoorand Kasagod districts, where several sandzlwood factories
function, is ditta.

Like the notorious gangs of Veerappan in Tamil
Nadu, well crganised mafia groups have come into existencein .ayanad also. They have got their own vehicles andaims. If these gangs are not niped in the bud, time maynot be too far, when the forests of Wayanad will be underthe control of Vecrappan=like gangsters,

According to our information, only a licence.Given by the local Panchayat is required for establing aSandalwood factory. Even to institute a small scale unitUSing any raw matmrial extcactcd from the forest clearancefrom the Forest Department is and thet isissaed under strict xegulations. To start' a sandalwoodfactory using the most valuable wood in our forests requireNO sucn Licence and the forest Jepartment has no control

ssential,

in the Functioning the Sendalwood factories in Kercla,
The smuggling of sandalwood to factories inKerala ia done with the connivance of the State Forest and

Ucpartments) is constituted, startding facts on theClandestine operation can be unearthed, The WayanadPrakruti Samrekshana Samiti is prepared to give evidencein such an enquiry..
We request you to take the following actions toCurb illegal trades in sandalwood and save the tree fromextinction

a

In future no sandalwood factories shouldbe sanctioned in the private sector. If sandal~
wood factories are required, they should onlybe in the public sector,

2. Notify sandalwood as the National Tree and giveSpecial protection under the law ( like the pro=tection now given to elephants and other endang=Cred animals),

an enquiry by an indepenePolice Department Officials.dent gency (Qther than «the concerned orest and Police

1. Close dawn AlClose sendalwood factories in the private
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3. Createa joint force af the threa states to
deel with offences Peleting to smuggling,Cte,elephant poaching,

Only by taking urgent and immediate action, we
can save our forests as well es peaceful social life in
many of our villages, Hope that you with use all theforce in your commam for saving the Fragrance of Nature.

With regards,

Yours respectfully,

(N,. BADUSHA)
sceretaryFor the Wayamad Prakruthi Sam-

rakshana Samitie
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