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Sumrer is upon us. The land lies drv, varched & yellow.
"Fhe Trees look withered & wilted under theonvressive heat.

cut nature is not all that harsh. Lookat the bignonia
tree. Its bloom anpears as if Seg heavenly stars have

alichted on it.

_

For the season also is one of joy. Birds are

This Marnie robinyeaitine his ate, They will soon
the

avervwhere you wilt find tno)birds busy. The ashye

pair becin nest-butldine.

crowned finch lark has already laid its esss under a
clump g

of vrass on oven ~ro'nd. The heat hardly deters it.
Ve Tur

Be pair of red-wattled lapwinzs also "ag Ms nest

amon7 boulders & grass but it is not easy to find it.
Look how the lapwing's Cars "er ce conpletely with their

The bird, where it sits oa for incubation
_

also becomes invisible. Gee if you can the yellow-
oven.Wattled Broodins her earg in the

Cryntic coloured birds like tiis bustard quai1 build
their nests in tne onen fields which are XYnow ploushed in

anticivation of rains.Before the rains desnend their chicks
~

WwW lee -

Bre out and on their own.

In the woods trees ar till leafless&the nair of
fronted creen végeon can hardly hide thenselves.
But in their Hox Joy of union they appear oblivious to

the dancer @ their melodious song echoes throuch the trees.
(bird call). Me

That fine songster & mimic}racket~tailed dronso has als 0

found a mate & has already begun his_nest in the fork of a

janun bree, joyously calling. (bird call). _
His cousin of the country-side the king crow has built

his nest at the end of a twic on the babhl tree.



This ever-watchful pair of king crow is fearless in

the defence of their nest. @ fact known to other birds also
for they need have no fear about the. safety of their nest,J wich they ete build in the vici-nity.

Tall grasses use to shelter a flock of purple moorhens

beside the lake, That cover is now no more & the moorhens

feel awkward and exposed in the sea of pismy grass.

y the road'side banyan trees have less leaves & more

The beeries attract a variety of birds.

a

..They will feed her not only beeries but also lizards.
& large insects Mey His beak is a fieree-some weapon. _

Ronde Soon the weahter will change. From the west an army

fhe familiar note of the Hawk-cuckoo will ring thro!

of dark clouds will invade the sut cool breeze wil

+

the sk@es and the tap-tapping of rain will soon follow.

A

tThe rains have filled lakes & reservoirs and.the low. _

~lying portions have become

The attract a variety of birdsfor they _.

vrovide plenty of food like acquatic &

They also maimtain the water table acting as a sponge
to store and retain the life-giving waters.

No doubt bes birds prefer to nest in colonies raund

around wet lands. Birds like white ibises, little cormorant

Rakers and painted storks. During rainy seasons these areas _

darters

present a scene of immense activity. _
__

Birds big and small like this pied are now.



busy bringing up their chicks.
The Indian moorhens also nest in such areas on the

edge of water amidst tall VASE»

__

These can be distinguished from the white-breasted
waterhen , also a shy Wird often found among paddy flelds.
fps call is a familiar sound commonly heard early morning

and late evening. (eh CHW)
When all is quiet the bird will come out to show

its black and white plumage.
0

nests in such surroundings by the lake or marsh. This
handsome bird is unfortunately persecuted and in consequ~
ence has become very shy and wary.

Lid

give him an entirely different appearance. The jacana is
aptly named 'Lily trotter' for with his extra long toes he c

can walk on floating vegetation.

As grass crows taller & taller the weaver birds bezin
to carry it to build their n@sts on a palm tree on the

_zomplete the tubuterentrance to nest,
yellow

and wet, lands are not. common in Maharas-
htra but are a feature of the northernplains. Bharatpur
is one of the famous wet Jands in our country and is also
a world famous bird sanctuary.

theér family chon'. The sanctuary is alive with their
f a

comings and goings. The darter sits on a submerged stump



of a tree to look for a fish,
dy. is also called ag nake bird on of long

neck.

_A grey heron belonss to the same family as our familiar
A,

bird in this sanctuary.

FES cousin. the purple heron is however a very shy
bird. He effectively camouflases himself in tall weeds.

Flocks of ibises throhg this wet land and breed in
_

huge colonies in company with egrets, storks and cormorants.
lle

@ Rarly morning and evening these flocks come down to collect
their insect food in the mud at the edee of the marshPre
huge painted stork also hests in colonies on the

trees and ifrten seen a carrying -twigs to repair his nest.

The nestlings are an ungainly, shaggy affair and lookee

very much different.
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