
November 30, 1956

Dear all scientists and people who are concerned
peaceful uses of atomic energy:

The Elementary Particle Theory Group which is an association
of active research workers in Japan in the fields of elementaryparticle theory and theoretical nuclear physics issued the
attached statement regarding the atomic power agreement at the
general convention held in Kyoto on October 40, 1956. We should
appreciate it very much if you would be interested in the state-
ment.

The Science Council of Japan has long been concerned about
research in atomic energy in Japan. Deeply considering hersocial responsibility and duty, the Science Council addressed her
resolution to the Japanese people as the "Statement regardingResearch in Atomic Energy in Japan adopted at the 17th General
Meeting of the Science Council of Japan, April 23, 1954". For
your convenience we are enclosing a copy of the statement.

The contents of the statement may be summarized as the
following three principles:

1) The principle of non-secrecy,
2) The principle of democratic management,
%) The principle of freedom

in research. Although it is quite evident that these three prin-ciples are necessary for any research, we should emphasize parti-cularly the importance in the atomic power research.

Fortunately the legislation of the "Fundamental Law for the
Atomic Energy Development" in the Diet of Japan on Dec. 19, 1955was done in accord with these principles. In fact the law regu-lates the fundamental policy for the atomic power developmentunder the three principles. We are proud of initiating theresolution of the Science Council of Japan and are strongly sup-porting these three principles.

Furthermore, the importance of three principles is now beingjustified and supported widely in the world. The International
Conference at Genéve seemed to be of the first big step. Veryrecently the International Atomic Energy Agency has been settled
according to the proposal of the United Nations. The Agency, in
which Japan has been nominated as a country of Board-of-Governors
representing underdeveloped countries in atomic energy, is ex-
pected to establish democratic relations among participatingcountries.

In such a situation we are informed that our government is
negotiating the conclusion of the "Agreement for Cooperationbetween the Government of the United States of America and the
Government of concerning Civil Uses of Atomic Energy".
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In the circulating draft of the Agreement we find manypoints which contradict with the three principles and are against
D.we find the following sentence:

agreed, that the form and content of any irradiated fuel elementsshall not be altered after their removal from the reactor and
prior to delivery to the United States Commission for reprocess-ing.
We consider that under such a condition free research is impossi-Dle. Furthermore Article XII. A.2. states as follows:

"In the event the Parties do not reach a mutually satisfac-
tory agresment following the consultation provided in paragraph A
of this Article", either Party may by notification terminate this
Agreement. In the event this Agreement is so terminated, the
Government of shall return to the United States Commissionall source and special nuclear materials received pursuant to
this Agreement and in its possessionor in the possession of per~
3ons under its jurisdiction."

the current tendency in the world. For example, in Article VIII,
ccees and it is understood, except as may be otherwise

st "eeeseee In particular, the Parties will consult with each other
to determine in what respects and to what extent they desire to
arrange for the administration by the international agency of
those conditions, controls, and safeguards including those relate
ing to health and safety standards required by the international
agency in connection with similar assistance rendered to a coope=
rating nation under the aegies of the international agency."

This condition seems to be a strong hinderance against the
highly estimated status of Japan in the agency, because Japanwill be practically unable to oppose the opinion of the United
States Commission due to the severe term mentioned above. We
would like to make contributions to the activity of the Agency,without any constraint.

Taking into consideration the current tendency in the. world,
we believe that it should be postponed to conclude such a pre-
judicial Agreement with one specific country, at least, by the
time when the International Agency will start her activity.

In the point of view mentioned above we made the resolution
and issued the attached statement. We wish heartly all scientists
and people who are concerned peaceful uses of atomic energy in
the world may support our statement and cooperate with us in
order to develop the truly peaceful uses of atomic energy.

Very sincerely yours,

The Elementary Particle
Theory Group
c/o Research Institute for
Fundamental Physics,
Kyoto University,
Kyoto, Japan.
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(Translation)

STATEMENT ISSUED AT THE GENERAL
CONVENTION OF THE ELEMENTARY PARTICLE THEORY GROUP

October 30, 1956, Kyoto, Japan

According to the proposal of the United Nations, the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency will be settled soon and our country
has been nominated as one of the Board-of-Governors countries in
the Agency, representing the underdeveloped countries as to civilian
uses of the atomic energy. It is our greatest pleasure to hear such
a news, because we have been convinced and declared that the three
principles,i.e. the principle of. non-secrecy, of democratic manage
ment, and of freedom," are absolutely indispensable for the develop-
ment of the atomic energy.

We feel recently some movement that an agreement between our
country and a specific country concerning power reactors will be
made as soon as possible. Regretfully, we find, in the circulating
draft concerning the agreement, many points which contradict with
the three principles mentioned above. Such an agreement seems to
suppress the sound development of the atomic energy in our country
and to degrade our country from her highly estimated status in the
International Agency, so that it may become a serious hindrance
against the development of the atomic energy in the world.

Therefore we would like to state that making such an agreement
with a specific country concerning power reactors should be post-
poned, at least to the date when the International Agency will start
her activity.
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(Translation of the Statement addressed to)
the Japanese people )

Statement regarding Research in Atomic
Energy in Japan

Adopted at the 17th General Meeting
of the Science Council of Japan

April 23, 1954

The National Diet at its 19th session approved the appropristicnfor research in atomic energy in the budget for the year 195-55.
While the utilization of atomic energy is one of the important

issues bearing on the future welfare of mankind, research in atomic
energy has so far made a rapid progress mainly in connection with the
development of atomic weapons, and dark clouds of atomic weapons are
still hanging over the world. Under such circumstences, we cannot but
exercise utmost caution in dealing with atomic energy research in
Japan.

We are now reminded of the statement adopted at the lth General
Meeting of this Council calling for the establishment of an effective
international control of atomic energy, and of the resolution psssed
by tne Nationai Diet at its 19th session regarding the prohibition of
the use of atomic weapons and the international control of atomic
energy. And we are firmly determined that we should not engage in
any research whatever connected with atomic weapons of any other
nation, not to mention any study concerning atomic weapons in Jepean.

As the principle for ensuring this spirit, we demand first that
ull information regarding research in and utilization of atomic
energy be completely made open to the public and known to the whole
people. This principle of non=-secrecy is indispenssbie for free and
sound development of any scientific or technical study.

We also demand that research in atomic energy in Japan be con-
ducted under really democratic management, without thoughtlessly
modeling after the systems of atomic energy research in other
countries. Especially in consideration of the possible cropping up
of a number of unknown problems in the field of atomic energy, the
freedom of all the competent research workers should be respected,
and their full co-operation should be sought.

We further demand that research in and utilization of atomic
energy in Japan be operated by the free will of the Japanese people;for research in atomic energy will give rise to entirely new technical
problems and the solution of each of such problems will bring about
progress in our technology and promotion of the welfare of our people.

We hereby issue this statement in the belief that research in
atomic energy in Japan should only be started under the condition
that these principles are fully observed.
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