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JEREMY SEABROOK Diversity and pluralism
The Statesman Date Jun 22, 2003
THE commitment of a "global community" to diversity and pluralism is most rigorously tested when

within the embrace of the mainstream ts yet another means of undermining their threatened au-tonomy The defence of scattered, diffuse, and sometimes nomadic, groups requires anotherapprocach The prospect of cultural extinction cannot be addressed by even the most altruisticdesire to deliver justice" to people within the global system Small tribal cultures Cannot, by theirnature, be "integrated" without total loss or sacrifice of their identityThis has been recently recognised in India in relation to the recently-contacted Jarawa* tribe

institutionalised government violence against the occupants of forest and other fragile environ-ments has been reduced Representatives of tribal peoples have been elected to national govern-ments But this has not Prevented a more "benign"assimilation, generally in the guise of bringing"elvilisation" or "modern amenities" to people

permit them to remain there

*
(bold hightizhts byme - S.G.)
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To 30 June,2003
The editor,
The Statesman, Kolkata

The Jarwas, a 'Vanishing Tribe'
Sir, ;

Jeremy Seabrook's deeply perceptive article (Diversity and Pluralism, 22 June,2003)
focuses on an issue which is seldom in public attention. What he has called the "benign" assimilation

is, in effect, a "benign" as well as silent and slow genocide of indigenous people world over. But he

is off the mark in his assumption, by implication, that India stands off as somewhat of an exception.
In India, the issue relates primarily to the original inhabitants of Negroid stock in Andamans who
were and are at Gatherers' Society stage. Thanks to the British in colonial India, Great Anamanese

(GA) in South Andamans and the Onges in Little Andaman, together numbering thousands when
British onslaught began in middle of the sgth century, were reduced to a little over hundred at

present. On the verge of extinction through diseases and infertility, they are now re-located/rehabilitated
in two separate camps. The glittering commercial hub (Aberdin Bazar) of modern Port Blair in S.
Andamans was the place where the GA's gave their last battle, doomed to defeat, to invading
British.
The Jarwas inhabiting Middle Andamans were more or less spared, possibly because the British

considered South Andamans as both appropriate and adequate for their then limited purposes viz.
to establish a penal settlement for Indian patriots and other prisoners.

3ay (Arevaras),Pig(Maem femh), cua (Ges),Sas (ASH) |

90 eary 3 frerreaO GtEMA-2005-[OTTA Qoo



The task left by the British in Jarwa land was apparently taken up with misguided zeal bysuccessive Governments in Independent India. The Andaman Trunk Road(ATR) Seabrook speaksof, had no business to be there in the first place. Passing through the heart of the whole of forest-covered hilly Jarwa territory from South to North with seas on both sides, this about 300km longmodernn highwaywas built, against saner counsel of concerned, and informed Anthropologists andSociologists, through brutal suppression, in the colonial style, of Jarwa resistance. Casualty figuresare not known. There was a complete press black-out, involuntary or voluntary. Connecting theSouth and North Andamans was the stated purpose, which is notworth any serious consideration.The two zones were and are very well connected by sea route running along the coast.The Jarwas, or at any rate at least a section of them, have learnt their lesson. Any one can nowjust buy a ticket and have a bus-ride over ATR. Only a few months ago this correspondent himselfwent that way. No more the fear of 'hostile' jarwas' ill-famed arrows- 'poisonous' or otherwise.Instead, one is free to 'enjoy' the spectacle of ebony black, curly haired, 'naked' (but reassuringlyno longer 'hostile') Jarwas -mainly women and children - approaching the passengers at bus haltswith spread out hands begging , through gestures, for 'civilized' foods like loaves, snacks, sweetsetc. Passengers of course ignore inane advice (painted under 'Do's and Don'ts) on the bill boardsalong the way) - 'not to offer any food to Jarwas'Seabrook is misinformed when he says that "settlers have been removed from Jarwa land underSupreme Court order. As to the order seeking to close the ATR, the "road remains open" as hecorrectly says. Far from closing the road 'the move is afoot; it is reliably learnt, to make furtherinvestment to save the road from possible threat of erosion where it passes close by the seas. Aftersuch huge investments and more in the pipeline, it is naive to expect the Government to behave likechastised school boy.
The Jarwas now enjoy 'son-in-laws' facilities like free bus-ride, separate Jarwa ward in Port BlairHospital etc. It is the usual 'sop after suppression' story. Daily contact with outsiders of variousagencies, public or private, are importing, along with newer diseases, new habits of 'civilization'such as new addictions, begging and the like. Surviving through millennia exclusively through theirown efforts, these 'benefits' of civilization bestowed with vengeance on them in recent years, aretearing their social fabric apart leading to slow physical and spiritual death. ATR has become aharbinger and great facilitator of this 'civilizing' mission. A section of the Jarwas is resentful and isreportedly keeping themselves away from all contacts with outsiders. No body should be surprisedif some day they simply are wiped out while making some suicidal attempt to settle scores, thoughthe news is unlikely to reach us.
Clearly, contrary to what Seabrook believes, nothing in reality has been "recognized in India in.relation to the recently contacted Jarwas"

Yours sincerely
(Subhas Chandra Ganguly)
B-22/8, Karunamoyee Housing Eatate,Salt Lake City, Kolkata-70091

FPA HUNCH,
30GA, 2003
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Bast 6 way faa! fdas Vlg VS Bigod
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TST aftatacatey - "Development of a
natural eco-system is, generally speaking, gov-
erned by the laws of cosmic influences (stability sacsae | 6 SarFefae s
or catastrophes)" - aay aifecancaa | CAS 42

Feros omelet Bactaa e AISTPTT

aferat OREO TeasATS ATCA |

fEGTATAA (Roos) CANGTS Tres facoeraSpats
aforewit Borosfoals altel

aeraGert (outer space) (NAAAAPA
aAaa 'Meteorite Krypton in Earth's Mantle

Suggests a Late Accretionary Source for the

Atmosphere' OPS Q3T1 aa steveAaa
RTA C5I51QGU1FSS ACTIN TROT

- "We found a clearmeteorite signature
in volcanic gases ....From thatwe now know that
the volcanic gases could not have contributed in

any significant way to the Earth's atmospher.
Therefore the atmosphere and oceans must have
come from somewhere else, possible from a late

¢8.

bombardment of gas and water rich materials

similar to comets ...Until now, ne one has had

instruments capable of looking for t1ese subtle

signatures in samples from inside the Earth - but

nowwe can do exactly that."His WA
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amt sae] Caw omer A |SAT SNP SCH CAABISUScacsasfc
MATHS (AePTAAGALFlaHwa BoorseBea careers

Pals) Aas Clas fracas ster omer (aca
Cageage) 28wicrs 105

Soy cit ACM ater ssio aaa evit

TRA Ait SatocsGey Flat cals StoraGRA
FICS 93 wtMAACT | COP 15 claWalaersAsawaawaaa rales BeatferewQfaer

TS Awe | e
Very aera alee Poor TNS cole aT

ACTA!2 Alot
CRA Pat - "Unless we combine to take deci-
sive action, climate change will ravge our planet,
and with it our prosperity and security. The dan-
gers have been becoming apparent for a genera-
tion. Now the facts have started to speak: 11 of.

the past 14 years have been the warmest on
record, the Arctic ice-cap is melting and last
year's inflamed oil and food prices provide a fore-
taste of future havoc. In scientific journals the
question is no longer whether humans are to
blame, but how little time we have got left to limit
the damage. Yet so far theworld's response has
been feeble and half-hearted "

"The science is complex but the facts
are clear. The world needs to take steps to limit

temperature rises to 2C, an aim that will require
global emissions to peak and begin falling within
the next 5-10 years. A bigger rise of 3-4C -- the CHAT AC I CaS athe acasre
smallest increase we can prudently expect to Faw wa,
follow inaction -would parch continents, turning
farmland into desert. Half of all species could
become extinct, untold millions of people would
be displaced, whole nations drowned by the sea".

Crefretsift staleeatsCAPITA
TPC OA Wea ae, FSR carersfrywAaa

AAA Bierg GeGalasPSH | HCMC
A MTVOACEAPSAAIHAAAA

33 AGUASGerAyatCalera ForsANTI

GRHATSAAIS, SPHTS See gAPG TATA

Pita ciate | Garay HBTSqTSE
SPH (OlaHCH Tt Geacga"Bor
"lets afta (mete chasiswea)OSATST

"Even now the world finds itself at the mercy of

not fully commit to the action required until the US
aT ay, SCT Fat American domestic politics, for the president can-

Congress has done so".
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SoCs AIhre
DICT WHA STATA APA Ae Wal CATA

Paces CHS creed AH Cota cos
eae @ HF}Heraacy | aTGAS omtefey

Barrel CreatesWiis <PactWSS PORTS (En-
deavors to build global hope:chinese premier's
60 hours in Copenhagen 25 Dec 09- http://english
peopledaily.com. on/90001/90776/90883/
6851841.html) bia, caterer Ay6 uit eats
ACTGSTS BA A ANAAST Frets MHS
2a (AtRSP 8 SLES ort ofersAUT ASTTT

CSAS NetPASAASBATSCE |

TopePA, Colac

Cierra cw aah

atta Cafe SPT SeaMae I CTSA
MAStsiCawAerosAZerswer lorsea

fred Prats vifaca few ware
Copenhagen climate summit in disarray after'Dan-
ish text' leak by John Vidal in Copenhagen, 8
Dec 09- http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/
2009/dec/08/copenhagen-climate-summit-disar-
ray-danish-text)
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Gifs Tal AIGAWT 8oASI!SNA SANA

ORT ANAT TSI); ae TA,
WIDGET HAA WaT ATOR crtelers AAASA TPP CHS

Rapa6UTS otWis OmFhSACTA (cli-
mate debt) > fox AH Fale

TOSISAE COLES TSTWAAR
(@ carbon offsetting initiatives G4 SNES ATG AACASrA cater,

(biofuels) SohaceGamers faa ROTQAI
SATBFale ATT |

ficeBaaRevaRSA AATF

cofeu Pega GI ACE VTS DAF CoC

Fa fact

aieta gard Gas os3a
aig ATS VTS aa fasts Ve Bea

sau AS (Growing evidence suggersts the

ocean-atmosphere system that controls the
world's climate can lurch from one state to an-
other in less than a decade--like a conoe that's

gradually tilted until suddunly it flips over. Scien-
tists don't know how close the system is to a

critical threshold. But abrupt climate change may

Cy

well occur in the not-too-distant future. If it does,
the need to rapidly adapt may overwhelm many
societies ---thereby upsetting the geopolitical
balance of power. Though triggered bywarming,
such change would probably cause cooling in

the Northern Hemispher, leading to longer, harsher
winters in much of the U.S. And Europe. Worse,
it would cause massive droughts, turning farm-
land to dust bowls and forests to ashes. Picture

5.88 BA

last fall's California wildfires as a regular thing.)

Tes (Get SalersFt)
awa Grade Acvo "era PACE

Wat aecofoatyferay (<1
CHEATS BASS TH> - Gita) FAA GA CATS

often SRT |CUP HARAAS
SAATMAA SHA | IPTG

ABI BSS HAPs PAT! SILA Ty CITA

| SBTAAMATAALGOLORCA
MT CAAA AVA GsHae

aNflaHod AACA |

AACSRace frais

"We are funded by NASA for one current rojefct.
Our work in this area began in 2003 with an ex-

ploration of the effect on the Earth of radiation (X-
rays and gamma rays) from a gamma-ray burst

areas, which we explore below in a tree struc-
ture with links. We probably all have heard of

solar flares, when we get a little extra dose of

radiation from the sun. There are also occasional
much more powerful flares. Supernovae go off in

our Galaxy, and if they happen to lie within a few
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ATAAAPA
ayers dat?

ATCAHZ)ATI (EASATA
in our Galaxy Our projects fall into three main
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tens of light-years, the effects can be disastrous.
Some supernovae produce gamma-ray bursts,
in which the radiation is collimated into narrow
jets that can easily do serious damage from half-
way across the galaxy. Estimates suggest that
such events should befall the Earth, with poten-
tially serverely damaging events likely on a
timescale of a few hundred million years. Our
first efforts, and still the most prolific, lie in this
area. In the sections below, we explore several
diferent likely or possible kinds of radiation events
and their effects on the Earth."
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