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JEREMY SEABROOK : Diversity and pluralism
The Statesman : Date : Jun 22,2003

THE commitment of a "global community" to diversity and pluralism is most rigorously tested when
it comes to its response to cultures that exist outside the global economy, and its willingness to
permitthem to remain there ........... Politicians now speak a language of inclusivism, which seeks to
extend to such people all the benefits of the modern world. In fact, this very desire to bring them
within the embrace of the mainstream is yet another means of undermining their threatened au-
tonomy. The defence of scattered, diffuse, and sometimes nomadic, groups requires another
approcach. The prospect of cultural extinction cannot be addressed by even the most altruistic
desire to deliver "justice" to people within the global system. Small tribal cultures cannot, by their
nature, be "integrated" without total loss or sacrifice of their identity ...

This has been recently recognised in India in relation to the recently-contacted Jarawa* tribe
of the Andaman islands : in 2002 the Supreme Court ordered the Andaman trunk road to be closed
and that all settlers on their land be removed. ... . Although some settlers have been removed, the
road remains open .........

......... institutionalised government violence against the occupants of forest and other fragile environ-
ments has been reduced. Representatives of tribal peoples have been elected to national govern-
ments. But this has not prevented a more "benign"assimilation, generally in the guise of bringing
“civilisation” or "modern amenities" to people. :

* (bold highlights by me - S.G. )
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To 30 June,2003

The editor,
The Statesman, Kolkata

The Jarwas, a ‘Vanishing Tribe’

Sir, ;
Jeremy Seabrook’s deeply perceptive article (Diversity and Pluralism, 22 June,2003)
focuses on an issue which is seldom in public attention. What he has called the “benign” assimilation
is, in effect, a “benign” as well as silent and slow genocide of indigenous people world over. But he
is off the mark in his assumption, by implication, that India stands off as somewnhat of an exception.
In India, the issue relates primarily to the original inhabitants of Negroid stock in Andamans who
were and are at Gatherers' Society stage. Thanks to the British in colonial India, Great Anamanese
(GA) in South Andamans and the Onges in Little Andaman, together numbering thousands when
British onslaught began in middle of the 19 th century, were reduced to a little over hundred at
present. On the verge of extinction through diseases and infertility, they are now re- -located/rehabilitated
in two separate camps. The glittering commercial hub (Aberdin Bazar) of modern Port Blair in S.
Andamans was the place where the GA's gave their last battle, doomed to defeat, to invading
British.

The Jarwas inhabiting Middle Andamans were more or less spared, possibly because the British
considered South Andamans as both appropriate and adequate for their then limited purposes viz.
to establish a penal settlement for Indian patriots and other prisoners.
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along the way) — ‘not to offer any food to Jarwas’

Seabrook is misinformed when he says that “settlers have been removed from Jarwa land under
Supreme Court order. As to the order seeking to close the ATR, the “road remains open” as he
correctly says. Far from closing the road, 'the move is afoot; it is reliably learnt, to make further
investment to save the road from possible threat of erosion where it passes close by the seas. After
such huge investments and more in the pipeline, it is naive to expect the Government to behave like
chastised school boy. i

The Jarwas now enjoy ‘son-in-laws’ facilities like free bus-ride, separate Jarwa ward in Port Blair
Hospital etc. It is the usual ‘sop after suppression’ story. Daily contact with outsiders of various
agencies, public or private, are importing, along with newer diseases, new habits of ‘civilization’

the news is unlikely to reach us.

Clearly, contrary to what Seabrook believes, nothing in reality has been ‘recognized in India in

relation to the recently contacted Jarwas”
Yours sincerely

(Subhas Chandra Ganguly)

B-22/8, Karunamoyee Housing Eatate,
Salt Lake City, Kolkata-70091
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Service for
® Pestcontrol ® Dusting & Cleaning ® Book Preservation
® Extermination of White Ant Treatment
® Termite Control
® General Order Supply

References: :
Calcutta University (Departments, Libraries, Laboratories, Accounts Office, etc.)
Colleges (Libraries & Laboratories)
Banks
& Central & State Government Offices j
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S 3’7 2 - "Unless we combine to take deci-
sive action, climate change will ravge our planet,
and with it our prosperity and security. The dan-
gers have been becoming apparent for a genera-
tion. Now the facts have started to speak: 11 of
the past 14 years have been the warmest on
record, the Arctic ice-cap is melting and last
year's inflamed oil and food prices provide a fore-
taste of future havoc. In scientific journals the
question is no longer whether humans are to
blame, but how little time we have got left to limit
the damage. Yet so far the world's response has

been feeble and half-hearted....."

GRS A GFCAIR TERAE =, e SRt
JEI%E- "The science is complex but the facts
are clear. The world needs to take steps to limit
temperature rises to 2C, an aim that will require
global emissions to peak and begin falling within
the next 5-10 years. A bigger rise of 3-4C -- the
smallest increase we can prudently expect to
follow inaction -- would parch continents, turning
farmland into desert. Half of all species could
become extinct, untold millions of people would

be displaced, whole nations drowned by the sea".
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"Even now the world finds itself at the mercy of
American domestic politics, for the president can-
not fully commit to the action required until the US
Congress has done so".
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- Copenhagen climate summit in disarray after'Dan-

ish text' leak by John Vidal in Copenhagen, 8
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e MHEe 2@ (Growing evidence suggersts the
ocean-atmosphere system that controls the
world's climate can lurch from one state to an-
other in less than a decade--like a conoe that's
gradually tilted until suddunly it flips over. Scien-

tists don't know how close the system is to a
critical threshold. But abrupt climate change may

@Y

well occur in the not-too-distant future. If it does,
the need to rapidly adapt may overwhelm many
societies ---thereby upsetting the geopolitical
balance of power. Though triggered by warming,
such change would probably cause cooling in
the Northern Hemispher, leading to longer, harsher
winters in much of the U.S. And Europe. Worse,
it would cause massive droughts, turning farm-
land to dust bowls and forests to ashes. Picture

last fall's California wildfires as a regular thing.) |
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"We are funded by NASA for one current projefct.
Our work in this area began in 2003 with an ex-
ploratlon of the effect on the Earth of radiation (X-
‘rays and gamma rays) from a gamma-ray burst
in our Galaxy..... Our projects fall into three main
areas, which we explore below in a tree struc-
ture with links. We probably all have heard of
solar flares, when we get a little extra dose of
radiation from the sun. There are also occasional
much more powerful flares. Supernovae go off in
our Galaxy, and if they happen to lie within a few
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tens of light-years, the effects can be disastrous.
Some supernovae produce gamma-ray bursts,
in which the radiation is collimated into narrow
jets that can easily do serious damage from half-
way across the galaxy. Estimates suggest that
such events should befall the Earth, with poten-
tially serverely damaging events likely on a
timescale of a few hundred million years. Our
first efforts, and still the most prolific, lie in this
area. In the sections below, we explore several
diferent likely or possible kinds of radiation events

and their effects on the Earth."
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