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an Tiger Reserve
ARJAN SINGH

fae Dudhwa National Park was declared on Ist February 1977. The erstwhile
Brief Status Repert.en the Dudhwa National Park

North Kheri Ferest Division was computed to have the finest quality of sal

timber (Shorea Rebusta) in India, and it was with extreme reluctance that

tne Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh, guided by the Forgst Department, agreed

te Mra. Gandhi's request to declare it a National Park.

The declaration of the Park was chiefly because of the Swampdeer which had

meved inte the Sathiana-Saretta bleck of grassland from adjoining Ghela due

te the extensive planting ef sugarcane, peaching by resident farmers, and

the reluctance of the Forest Department in 1964 to take over the Ghola

grassland when it was offered to them as a result of the Land Ceiling Act

having rendered the aferesaid land surplus. Resulting from the ambivalence

Gevernment attitudes, Ghola wae colonised by Naxalites, and indentured

Lepour from Eastern U.P. whe sold out their holdings to Sikh farmers from

Pakistan.

Initially tke herds ef swampdeer multiplied in their new heme and an

estimation in 1972/73 by Dr. C.W. Holleway of the IUCN festulated a

pesulation ef I200-I600 in the Sathiana/Saretta grassland to the west.

Relict pepulations alse existed in the neighbeurheoed of the various lekes

in the East and Central Zone viz. Maknaha, Ranwas, Churela, Nagre, Bhadi,

Banka and Kakraha etc. with an estimation of circa 2-2500 animals.Gradually

numbers have dwindled, with Sathiana being the worst affected. The annual

fiseding of the Neora Seheli River has been particularly severe on habitat

cenditions. An Escarpment runs along the River which is the seuthern

peundary ef the Park, and the direotion ef the fleeding is te the seuth.

fhe swampdeer are therefore driven out ef the Park and inte cultivated areas,
wrere they are slaughtered by resident farmers. In addition the illegal
egustruotion ef an irrigation Barrage en the boundary river by the

Ivrigatien Department of the U.P. has intensified the fleeding and water-

lugging from June onwards and has increased the mertality ef the faunal

cepulatien ef the barasingha with whose peak peried ef repreductien it
evincides. Also the resultant heavy siltation in the area under censideration

has cearsened the fodder grasses, and rendered it ugfit fer an early burning

Peen a management pley to attract ea migrant pepuletien which had meved back

inge neighbouring Ghela during the rains.

+e Gnoourage the appearance of palateable new sheets, which had hitherte

The adverse result ef the annual migratien and a degradation of habitat

militating against the return ef the Barasingha has reduced a seasonal

population te circa TOO.

Tae Chital pepulation has alse severely decreased in the areca because eo

habitat degradation triggered by the Barrage and peaching by neighbouring

agriculturists, chiefly ex-seldiery from Nepal settled on deforested land
adjeining the western boundary of the Park. The protective staff appear
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wnablie, ef unwilling, te centrol the assault, and the tiger whe killed
three Nepalese intruders semetime age was declared a maneater?!

Tae reduction ef the prey bhemass has had a severe repercussien on the

tiger pepulatien, and the enly selution appears to be a centrol of peaching
activities, and a reclamation ef the degraded habitat conditions by

Management Practises censisting of agricultural sperations te encourage
Palateable fedder grasses, and a proliferation of Prey Species. It is alse
vitally essential that the Seheli Barrage should be transferred to the
jurisdictien of the Dudhwa National Park te be utilized in effectively
impreving the Rhine and Swampdeer Habitat by imaginative Management

precedures

Phe Rhine Reintreductien Preject.
Tue extensive lake system which held a medicum ef barasingha appeare te be

now mainly devoid ef this animal, and it ig pessible that they have
wigrated te Kakraha and Banke Lakes which have been effeotively pretected
éue te the Rkine Project which was promulgated in. 1984, asthe ether lakes
are pressurized by hunting with degs by Tharus. The Preject began with an
tutreductien ef two male and three female problem rhines frem Pebitara, an

eutlying area ef Kaziranga in Assam, with ne effective pretection. Of them
ene female died ef an induced abortion due te a pregnancy during an airlift,
anether female ef radial paralysis caused by an unnecessary immebilizatien
je treat a miner weund, and a male died ef injuries in an intra specific
eeaflict with the other male. Later faur selective females imperted frem
Chitwan kave thriven. Inspite ef * gleemy, and perhaps wishful predictions
by Sssam Ferest autherities, the animals have successfully adapted and each
female has bred. Mereover one female has appeared frem Nepal and has jeined
the remaining pepulatien inside the 29 sq/Km fenced enelesure.

Hawever the Reintreudction Preject which is eagerly watched by the entire
World Wildlife Spectrum, censidering the serry plight ef the werld rhino
pepulations, will net need much momentum to .be registered as a failures
Am intreduction ef thirty rhines prepesed in the eriginal prespectus ever a

Peried of five years, has stepped at six at the end of nine, and-ceuld
inbreed thimselves sut of existence. Four rhines which have meved inte
the Katarnian Ghat Sanctuary from Nepal could be acquired by inclusion ef
the Sanctuary in the Natienal Park, but the Department falsely maintains that
they are Nepali rhines (sic).
& domestic rhine from the Kanpur Zee was intreduced into the Enclesure
iuspite ef centrary advice, and nearly killed by the resident male: Purther-
mere Fishing rights in the river Seheli adjeining the Raine Enclesure have
been surrendered te lecal Fishermen, and could seund the death knell of a
successful Project considering the world price ef 60,000 dellars fer a kg
ef Asian rhine hern, and the current enslaught on the Rhine ef Kazirangs.
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THE BLEPHAN' PROBLEM:

Wild Elephants never colenised the Nerth Kheri Divisien in pre war years,
and I can recall the period beginning with 1945 when an eccasienal
aglitary elephant used to appear in the winter to briefly brawse 6n the

speradic clumps ef bambeo obtainable in the North ef the Dudhwa Range.
Gradually aver the years with the unrestrained destruction of Habitat and

tigratien reute, especially in Nepal, the Dudhwe National Park has

appeared as a last bastien for this widely ranging animal. Hewever as with
the extirpated tiger, when expelled from tne submuntane ferests af the

ria Range, wno came into conflict with the human of India and were

largely destroyed as maneaters, the herd which comprises 30-40 animals
have taken to crop raiding in the neighbouring fields which abut the
Torested arca, Though comparatively decile at present, and amenable to the
human presence, males in "Musth" might react aggressively in the future,
and the pessession ef fircarms by farmers on the periphery of the Park
Should be carefully monitered.

Patrelling ef the Park is essential as net only dees an open border with
Nepal exist, but cultivation surrounds the forest and virtually ne buffer
exists. The lecal etreams are poisoned and are deveid ef fish, and the
gharial (gavialigé gangeticus) is extinct. The Marsh crecodile (erocedilus
paluetris) is in very short supply and the otter has disappeared. The Wild
Deg, the hyena, and the leepard have vanished ae rhave the cheusingha and
the black buck.

Human pressures are unbearable, and a cemplete reerientation ef the
jling administration is essential. A Wild Life Service with an

srientatien biassed towards Tourism is essential. The maintenance ef Core
urees is a travesty, and merely serves ac a hunting ground for the timber
Mafia.

with a modified, though successful Rhino Reintroductien. The fortuitous,
and unplenned arrival ef a herd of wild elephents, The pessible revival of the
tiger, cencemitant with the build up of a prey base. The Dudhwa Natienal
Park and Sixteenth Tiger Reserve atill has the petential ef becoming a
viable Wildlife Refuge, but only with < complete ercly with the past. Xt
is anomalous that there was mere wildlife in the Nerth Kheri Forest
Givisien, than there was after its Declaration asa National Park on

ak

february I 1977.


